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Agenda

1.0 Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks
2.0 Declarations of Interest
3.0 Action Sheet of the Sustainability and Environment Committee

meeting held on 20 November 2024

[% Action Sheet - 20.11.24 inc. historic actions updated.pdf Page 1

Notices of Motion

4.0 Notice of Motion - Vaping

For Decision
[% SE Committee Report - Notice of Motion - Vaping.pdf Page 16

5.0 Notice of Motion - Newry Canal

For Decision
[% SE Committee Report - Notice of Motion - Newry Canal.pdf Page 19

For Consideration and/or Decision

6.0 Biodiversity Strategy

For Decision

[% SE Committee Report Biodiversity Strategy Dec 24.pdf Page 22
[% Appendix 1 Biodiversity Strategy.pdf Page 25
[ Appendix 2 NMDDC Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan Draft Final.pdf Page 69
[ Appendix 3 Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030 Public Consultation Report.pdf Page 82

7.0 Amended Warrenpoint and Newcastle Public Convenience
Opening times
For Decision
[% SE Committee Report Amendment to Opening times of W'point N'castle toilets.pdf Page 124

Items deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local



Government Act (NI) 2014

8.0

Business Cases

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be
excluded during this item of business.

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

Arboricultural Assessment and Tree Surgery
For Decision

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by
resolution, be excluded during this item of business.

[ SE Committee Report - Arboricultural Assesment Tree Surgery.pdf Not included

[% Appendix 1 - Arboriculture Business Case Nov 24.pdf Not included

Mechanical Building Services Contract
For Decision

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by
resolution, be excluded during this item of business.

[ SE Committee Report - Mechanical Building Services Contractor.pdf Not included

[% Appendix 1 - Business Case Mechanical Building Services Contractor.pdf Not included

Personal Protective Equipment
For Decision

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by
resolution, be excluded during this item of business.

[* SE Committee Report Economic Appraisal for PPE Contract.pdf Not included

[% Appendix 1 - Economic Appraisal for PPE.pdf Not included

Lantra Training
For Decision



9.0

10.0

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by
resolution, be excluded during this item of business.

[ Committee Report - Dec 2024 - LANTRA training for staff.pdf Not included

[% Business Case - LANTRA training for staff.pdf Not included

8.5 Replacement of Skips and Containers at HRCs

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by
resolution, be excluded during this item of business.

[ SE Committee Report - Business case for replacement of skips and containers at Not included
HRCs .pdf
[% Business Case 1 - Skip Compactor Replacement at HRC's.pdf Not included

Economic Appraisal - Liquid Fuel Requirements
For Decision

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be
excluded during this item of business.

[ SE Committee Report - Economic Appraisal for Liquid Fuel.pdf Not included

[% Appendix 1 - Economic Appraisal - Liquid Fuel.pdf Not included

Harbour Surveys
For Decision

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be
excluded during this item of business.

[% SE Committe Report Harbour Structural Surveys.pdf Not included



11.0

Waste Contracts
For Decision

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be
excluded during this item of business.

[% SE Committee Report - DAC Extensions - Waste Management.pdf Not included

FOR NOTING Items deemed to be exempt under Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local

Government Act (NI) 2014

12.0 Report from Cleansing and Refuse Task Group on 20
November 2024.
For Information
This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be
excluded during this item of business.
[% Action Sheet arising from the Cleansing and Refuse Task Group held on Not included

Wednesday 20 November 2024.pdf

13.0 Arc21 Joint Committee Meeting in Committee Minutes of
Thursday 31 October 2024 & Arc21 Joint Committee
Members’ Monthly Bulletin held on 3 December 2024
For Information
This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraphs 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be
excluded during this item of business.
[% ARC21 - JC092-3Dec24-Item5-JCInCommMinutes-310ct24.F.pdf Not included
[ ARC21 -JC092-3Dec24-JC MembersBulletin.F.pdf Not included

For Noting
14.0 Arc21 Joint Committee meeting held on Thursday 31 October

2024

For Information
[Y ARC21 - JC092-3Dec24-Item3-JC Minutes-310ct24.F.pdf Page 127



15.0

16.0

Letter from the Department of Health re. Policy Proposals
Public Health Bill

For Information
[% Letter 211124 from Dept of Health re Policy Proposals Public Health Bill.pdf

NI Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste Management
Statistics Annual Report 2023/24

For Information
[% lac-municipal-waste-2023-24-annual report.pdf

Page 134

Page 135



CliIr Terry Andrews

Invitees



Clir Kate Murphy
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Caravan Refuse recommendations:-
Collection Services

1. Ahernate Weekly Commercial Waste
Collection Service

Commercial refuse customers
(shops and businesses) to be
contacted and advised of the
proposed move to an alternate
weekly collection cycle of

residual and dry recyclable waste,
where this is achievable.

Commercial customers, (not
including Caravan Operators) to
be provided with appropriate bins
to facilitate this change, so there
is no cost burden 10 customers as
a result of this change.
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| Compost Week 2022

Mote and approve the additional activities

in 2.2 to highlight and promote the
importance of recycling food waste.

Mote and approve the launch of an
application process, with set criteria, to
establish demand for deploying brown bins
to residents of high rise buildings who
were not previously provided with these.

In progress

Back to Agenda

NS/05TI2022

Various issues
concerning the Events
Space Kilkeeal

Approve the Officers recommendation that
the legal position of the Council regarding
its maintenance of the events space,
Kilkeel, is reviewed with a separate report
to be provided to the Council once this has
been considered further,

C Sage

In progress
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Agreed to note the content of this
update report and to agree review

of key actions from the

Enforcement Improvement Plan

to be incorporated into a

timebound programme of work

for 2022/23 and annually

thereafter.

Test case footpaths — small footpath
leading to WIN - officers to examine this
area for dog fouling.

“In progress

Back to Agenda

SEf143/2022

Agreed o endorse the recommendation
made at the Strategic Finance Working
Group Meeting of 16 June 2022 as set
out in Section 2.2 of the report and that
officers consider the most appropriate way
forward in refation to identifying
appropriate spaces that may be suitable
for the proposal as outlined in the Notice
of Motion

C Sage

In progress
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SEMO0S/2023 Motice of Motion = It was agreed to adopt the Notice of C Sage Downshire Civic Y
Clean Indoor Air Motion subject to including that before centre is supplied via
proceeding with any works, that officers centralised air
obtain costings for air filtration systems in handling units, which
Dewnshire Civic Centre and the new civic ;ﬂ fitted Eﬂl:hrrmt
centre in Newry and rt same back to Itration.
the Sustainable and é&nﬁmnnmnt Stage 3 designs for
Committee for consideration in due Newry Civic Centre
sy include centralised
ventilation systems
which include air
filtration.
SEMO07/2023 | Notice of Motion — It was agreed to remove the final S Trainor On hold pending legal N
Animal Welfare sentence of the notice of motion, process
It was agreed to defer a decision on the
Notice of Motion until the outcome of the
legal process was known.
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Back to Agenda

Places Bridging the
Gap Funding
Application

for the “Bridging the Gap” funding
application. Committee would be advised
on the outcome of the application at the
earliest opportunity.

SE/125/2023 | Report on Notice of It was agreed that a meeting be organised | S Trainor In Progress N
Mation in relation to with relevant partners to discuss a way
Livestock worrying forward to produce a publicity campaign
highlighting the importance of ensuring
dogs are kept under control in the Mourne
Mountains.
SEMNZ28/2023 | Upgrade to Town It was agreed that members note the C Sage Update provided on
Centre CCTY and content of the report, and a business case Town Centre CCTV at
Council Facilities be developed and brought to the September S&E
CCTV committee with a number of options for a Committee
way forward for the proposed
development of a new suite of digital
CCTV systems for the Council’s facilities, Work in progress
SEM141/2023 | Sustainable Food It was agreed to note the recent support | C Sage Council was

successful in being
awarded bridging the
gap funding in May
24, however it was
subsequently
withdrawn for a
number of reasons.
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Report on Notice of

mMotion = Flood
Defences

The fuuwﬂng was agreed:

Further investigate the possibility of
a Shared Island application to
assist with flood defences

Write to DFI Rivers and request a
river maintenance schedule.

Back to Agenda

SEMN05/2024

Report on Notice of
Maotion — Flood
Preparedness

The following was agreed:

Liaise with local DEA forums to
discuss and plan the set-up of
Community Resilience Groups
Investigate the facilitation of
sandbag availability and
management through these
Community Resilience Groups
Look into sharing information the
website from the Regional
Community Resilience Group

S Murphy

Complete
In Progress
In Progress
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hotion = Climate
Change

acknowledges the work done to date

to help address the climate

emergency; reaffirms previous

motions regarding the degenerating
global situation; and again, reiterates

that the crisis is the biggest threat

posed to our constituents, our district, and

our planet.

Further acknowledges, however, that
recent data collated by Climate Emergency
UK ranks NMDDC 8th out of the 11
Councils within NI; and thus, pledges to
include ambitious targets in the
forthcoming Sustainability and Climate
Strategies and Action Plans to expedite
implementation.

It was also agreed that a benchmark
report would be brought back to
Committee regarding Council actions and
progress to mitigating climate change
impact.

7| In progress

Back to Agenda
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Former landfill site
review — Aughnagun
and Drumanakelly

that officers develop a
Business Case for the installation of Solar
Panels at the former landfill sire
Aughnagun for further consideration.

It was agreed that Council further explore
the benefits of installing reed beds at both
sites in order to make the sites seff-
sustaining in terms of the management of
the leachate generated on site,

e

S Murphy

!'In Progress

Back to Agenda

" SE/D46/2024

Mewry Market

I’ﬁ-:ars cunnua their commitment to

revitalise the market through engagement
with traders, the business community and
other potential stakeholders.

It was also agreed that Officers reach out
to other local councils with successful
markets and explore additional uses to
encourage footfall, including with arts and
community groups

C
C Sage

Z Sage

media campaign has
been completed.

Council Officers met
with Belfast City
Council colleagues to
review 5t George's
market.




Agenda 3.0/ Action Sheet - 20.11.24 inc. historic actions updated.pdf

Back to Agenda

| Report on Treatment
of Invasive Spacies
on Council Estate

It was further agreed that a report be
brought back to committee in 6 months to
provide detail of any progress made.

it was agreed to note the content of the
report and approve the use of herbicides
containing glyphosate for contralling
invasive species at Albert Basin outside of
the current allocation for normal weed
control and the development of an
Invasive Species Management Plan for
the Council Estate.

| C Sage

In Progress

T Business case for EV

Charging
infrastructure

It was agreed to approve the business
case recommendation for the installation

of 2 double electric chargers at each site
as detailed within the officer's report.

ESa.ge

underway
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Back to Agenda

approve the following:

The development of an online reparting
form for Residents and Elected Members
to report dog fouling 1ssues to the Council
while exploring alternative digital options
fior reporting dog fouling and other
complaints to the department; and

A mapping exercise o be undertaken by
Officers of identified hotspots or problem

areas against litter bin provision data to
determine if additional litter bins can be

provided to assist with the disposal of dog
fouling.

SE/93/2024

Proposed Installation
of Height Restricting
Barriers at Council
Car Parks

it was agreed to approve the proposal to
rainstate height restricting barriers at the
Square, Warrenpaoint and installation of
temporary height restricting barriers at
Castle Park, Newcastle for the duration of
the Amgen Irish Open.

C Sage

Installation of barriers
completed at
Newcastle. Design
completed for barrier
at Warrenpoint.




Agenda 3.0/ Action Sheet - 20.11.24 inc. historic actions updated.pdf Back to Agenda

SEM24/2024 | Public Convenience it was agreed (o approve the following: C Sage Contract variations
Project — Dundrum completed and
Toilets = The Council proceeds with the instructions issued
refurbishment of the Dundrum Public for the new facility at
Conveniences using the funding Dundrum
available through UKSPF

« The contract variation o include the
refurbishment of the Dundrum Public
Conveniences

« The procurement of the refurbishment
of the Dundrum Public Conveniences
in line with recommendations of the
Business Case in Appendix 1

= Any additional costs required beyond
the allocated funding for the project
should be sourced from the Mewcastle
Public Convenience Capital budget
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SEM33/2024 | Action Sheet item: it was agreed to submit a league table of S Murphy To refer through
NS/091/2022 other Councils' enforcement practices to SFWG
the Strategic Finance Working Group
it was agreed 1o note the action sheet S Murphy Noted ¥
SEf134/2024 | Mid-Year Assessment | it was agreed to approve the Mid-Year S Murphy Approved ¥
of S&E Directorate Assessment of the Sustainability and
Business Plan Environment Directorate Business Plan
2024-25
SEMN35/2024 | Powers Under Article | the following was agreed: S Trainor Approved Y

4 & 5 of the Waste
and Contaminated = Approve Fixed Penalty Notices for the
Land Order (Ni) Order offence of illegally depositing waste
1997 contrary to Article 4 of the Order is set
at the maximum of E400, with an early
payment option of £300 if paid within
14 days from receipt of the Notice

= An early payment option for the £300
Fixed Penalty Notice for the duty of
care offence, contrary to Article 5 of the
Order, is set to £200 if paid within 14
days from receipt of the Notice

= The Director of Sustainability and
Emvironment and the Assistant Director
of Environment be authorised o take
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decisions on behalf of Council as to

when il is appropriate lo use council's
discretionary powers under the Order

of deep cleaning of public realm and other

SEf36/2024 | Updale on The the following was agreed: S Trainor Approved
Review of Caravan
Site License « The amendment of condition 2 of the
Conditions Static Holiday and Touring Caravan
Site License conditions for the five sites
that have requested the amendment
and should further amendments be
requested that should be actioned
accordingly
= That the Council's recycling officers
focus resource to educate the caravan
site owners and caravan owners on the
importance of waste segregation and
recycling
SENITI2024 | Business Case for the | it was agreed to note the contents of the C Sage Marine License
Removal of Newcastle | report and associated business case and application in
Sandbar to approve the preferred option of the progress.
business case, 1o progress a tender for the Procurement for new
sand bar removal at Newcastle Harbour contract in progress
for a 3-year period from 2025 - 2027 in
accordance with the Manne Construction
License
SEM38/2024 | Repair of Comry's it was agreed to adopt the bus shelter at C Sage In progress
Comer, Drumaness Corry’s Cormer, and to consider future
Bus Shelter and proposals from Translink regarding the
Adoption by Translink | adoption of bus shelters
SEM39/2024 | Business Case for it was agreed to commence the S Trainor In progress
geep Cleaning procurement of contract for the provision
BMVICES
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Back to Agenda

areas within the district for a period of up
to three years

Refuse Collections

SEMNAN2024 | Direct Award Contract | it was agreed to approve the four Direct S Trainor Approved
Approvals and Award Contracts as detailed in the officer’s
Extensions report
SEM41/2024 | Peaceplus Funding it was agreed to approve the development | S Trainor Approved
Call for Clean Air of a proposal to submit a multi-agency
application for PeacePlus funding under
Theme &, Investiment Area from Council
as outlined in the officer's report.
SEMN42/2024 | Arc2l Joint it was agreed to note the documents S Murphy Noted
Committee Members'
Monthly Bulletin from
31¥ October 2024 and
Arc21 Joint
Committese Meeting In
Committee Minutes of
26™ September 2024
SEM43/2024 | Arc2l Joint to note the minutes of the ArcZ1 Joint S Murphy MNoted
Committee Meeting Committee meeting of 26 September 2024
Minutes of 26
Sepltember 2024
SEM44/2024 | NI Local Authority to note the content of the document S Murphy Noted
Collected Municipal
Waste Management
Statistics - Quartedly
Provision Estimates
for April to June 2024
SEM45/2024 | Christmas and New It was agreed to note the content of the S Trainor Noted
Year Amangements - | report
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Back to Agenda

and HRC
Arrangements

SEfM46/2024 | 2024 Chrisimas It was agreed to note the content of the C Sage Noted Y
luminations Update | report
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committee

Date of Meeting: 18 December 2024

Subject: Motice of motion - Vaping in young people

Reporting Officer Sinead Murphy, Director; Sustainability and Environment
{Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Sinead Trainor, Assistant Director: Environment
{Including Job Title):

| For decision | X | For noting only | |

1.0

Purpose and Background

1.1

The purpose of this report is to facilitate discussion on the Motice of Maotion received from
Councillor Kearns as deferred from the Council Meeting of 4 November 2024, in accordance with
standing order 16.1.16, concerning vaping.

1.2

The following Motice of Motion (C/176/2024) was received from Councillor Kearns

“That this Council recognises that the 2024 Northern Ireland Audit Office report on
tackling the public health impacts of smoking and vaping, shows an increase in 11—
16-year-olds vaping;

This Council is concerned that children vaping in schools is detrimental to a child's
health and educational outcomes;

Agrees that greater awareness must be raised with children in schools about the
risks of vaping;

Acknowledges that teachers and school staff must have the support and resources
they require to raise awareness and inform children on the risks of vaping;

We agreed to write to the Minister of Education and Minister for Heath urging them
to bring forward a plan to end vaping in school grounds and to reduce the number of

young people vaping:

:ies “i'si;!u also write to all other Councils in the North asking for their support in tacking
e’

The motion was seconded by Clir Campbell,

2.0

Key Issues

2.1

Since 2021 it has been illegal to sell vapes to anyone under the age of 18 in Northern Ireland.
In addition, all the provisions of the 2016 Eurcpean Tobacco Products Directive apply.

Northern Ireland is set to ban the sale and supply of single use vapes by April 2025, in a bid to
stop five million single use vapes being thrown away or littered every week across the UK.

2.2

Morthern Ireland is likely to progress broader regulation on vapes through the UK Tobacco and
Vapes Bill. This Bill is expected to provide powers for Northemn Ireland to:
« Restrict the flavours and contents of nicotine and non-nicotine vapes and other nicotine
products.

Back to Agenda
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» Regulate point of sale displays for nicotine and non-nicotine vapes and other nicotine
products.

« Regulate the packaging and product presentation of nicotine and non-nicotine vapes and
other nicotine products.

« Introduce age of sale requirements for non-nicotine vapes and banning the free
distribution of vapes.

2.3 | The Tobacco Control Officers (TCO's) within the Environmental Health Department carried out
test purchasing (TP) exercises to check compliance with Age of Sale Leqgislation in relation to the
sale of tobacco and nicotine inhaling products.

The following table shows the test purchasing exercises carried out in 2023 and 2024 in relation

to e-cigarettes/vapes only:
Date Mo. of TP| No.Sold Outcome Comments
exercises
undertaken -
20/07/2023 16 2 2 x FPN issued 2 x FPN's Paid
16/08/2023 18 0
27/11/2023 10 2 2 x FPN issued 2 x FPN's Paid
Sub Total 44 4
DB/08/2024 24 2 2 x FPN issued 2 x FPN's Paid
15/08/2024 18 0
05/10/2024 20 4 3 x FPN to be issued | This work s
1 x Warning Letter | ongoing
30/10/2024 11 ]
Sub Total 73 [
Total 117 10

TCO's have and will continue to undertake investigations into complaints received regarding the
sale of tobacco and nicotine inhaling products to anyone under the age of 18. Enforcement
action in line with the departments enforcement policy will be taken.

3.0 Recommendations

3.1 | Members are asked to note the report and approve:

= The Minister of Education and Minister for Heath urging them to bring forward a plan to
end vaping in school grounds and to reduce the number of young people vaping.

« All other Councils in the North asking for their support in tacking this issue.

4.0 | Resource implications
4.1 | Mo additional resources associated with this report.

5.0 | Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete the
relevant sections)

5.1 | General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
equality and good relations outcomes

n/a O
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5.2

Proposal relates fo the introduction of a strategy. poficy initiative or practice and /

or sensitive or contentious decision

YesO MNoE
If yes, please complete the following:
The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality
screened
The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and | or decision) will be subject to
equality screening prior to implementation

5.3

Proposal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address

barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow adequate
themselves

time for groups to consult amongst
Consultation period will be 12 weeks
Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)

Rationale:
n'a

Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

6.1

Proposal redates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy / strategy [/
plan / designing and/or delivering a public service
YesO MNoE

If yes, please complete the following:
Rural Meads Impact Assessment completed

7.0

Appendices

MNaone

Background Documents

European Tobacco Products Directive — hitps://health.ec.europa.euftobacco/ product-
regulation en

Broader regulation - https://www.niassembly.gov.uk/assembly-business/committees/2022-
2027 /health/reports/report-on-the-legislative-consent-memorandum-on-the-uk-government-

=i ~hill

UK Tobacco and Vapes Bill - https://bills. parliament. uk/bills/ 3879
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committee
Date of Meeting: 18 December 2024
Subject: Motice of motion — Establishment of a Newry Canal
— Regeneration Taskforce
Reporting Officer Sinead Murphy, Director: Sustainability and Environment
{Including Job Title):
Contact Officer
{Including Job Title):

| For decision | X | For noting only | |

1.0

Purpose and Background

1.1

The purpose of this report is to fadilitate discussion on the Notice of Motion received
from Councillor Feshan as deferred from the Council Meeting of 4 November 2024, in
accordance with standing order 16.1.16, concerning establishment of a Newry Canal
Regeneration Taskforce.

1.2

The following Notice of Motion (C/174/2024) was received from Councillor Feehan:

“Council recognises the poor condition of Newry Canal and the significant
untapped potential of our inland waterways as tourism, heritage and ecological
assets, calls for a multi-agency response to lead the regeneration of Newry
Canal, and will request the support of ABC Council in writing to both the
Minister for Infrastructure and the Minister of Agriculture, Environment and
Rural Affairs to request the urgent establishment of a Newry Canal
regeneration taskforce that will work in partnership to deliver on the potential
of our inland waterways"

The motion was seconded by Clir Finn.

2.0

Key Issues

2.1

Currently there is no formal partnership in place between Armagh City, Banbridge and
Craigavon Borough Council (ABC) and Newry Mourne and Down District Council (NMD).
However, pre-rearganisation of local government, Newry and Mourne District Council were
part of the Newry Canal Joint Committee which is no longer in existence. The two councils
continue to liaise and engage on technical matters relating to Newry canal and locks.

2.2

A number of successful projects have been undertaken to maintain and upgrade Newry
Canal and associated Canal Towpath and to engage users, as follows:

» Removal of Barriers and installation of bollards to facilitate active travel along
sections of Canal Towpath owned by NMDDC,

« Improved Entrance Signage at the Towpath Entrance in Newry has been
completed.

» Lock No 5 repaired in 2019/20 at a cost of £150,000.

Back to Agenda
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+« Lock No 6. Detailed assessment has been undertaken and engagement with HED,
Coundil is currently finalising a repair method and costing which will be considered
by Council early in the New Year,

= Repairs to Lock gate 2 following recent storm.

« Victoria Lock hydraulic rams and sluice gates repaired November 2024

* Works to Camlough lake and Bessbrook pond walls completed in October 2024

« Continual daily monitoring of canal levels and balancing.

+ New benches have been installed along the towpath.

« Weed cutting carried out throughout the summer period along with litter remaoval.

« Assistance to boats entering/leaving the canal.

3.0

Recommendations

Members are asked to note the report and approve:

« Dfficers to request the support from Armagh City, Banbridge and
Craigavon Borough Council to write to the Minister for Infrastructure and
the Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs for the urgent
establishment of a multi-agency Newry Canal regeneration taskforce to
work in partnership to deliver on the potential of inland waterways
across both Council areas.

4.0

Resource implications

4.1

Resource implications associated with this report are for officer time.

Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete
the relevant sections)

- |

General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
equality and good relations outcomes

n/a E

5.2

Proposal relates to the introduction of a strategy, policy initiative or practice
and / or sensitive or contentious decision

Yes [ No E
If yes, please complete the following:

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality |
screened

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) will be subject to |:|
equality screening prior to implementation

Back to Agenda
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5.3

Proposal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address
barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow
adequate time for groups to consult amongst themselves

Consultation period will be 12 weeks

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)

O

na

Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

6.1

Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy /
strategy / plan / designing and/or delivering a public service

ves (1 no [

If yes, please complete the following:
Rural Needs Impact Assessment completed

7.0

Appendices

Appendix 1 -

Background Documents

None
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Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committee

Date of Meeting: 18" December 2024

Subject: Draft Biodiversity Strategy and associated Action Plan following
Public Consultation _

Reporting Officer Conor Sage, Assistant Director Sustainability

{Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Eamonn Keaveney, Head of Sustainability

(Including Job Title):

| For decision | x | For noting only | |

1.0

Purpose and Background

1.1

The purpose of this report is to seek Member approval of the final draft copy of the new
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan for Newry, Mourme and Down District Council (NMDDC).

The draft Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan has been updated following Public
Consultation and is presented for final approval from elected representatives.

2.0

Key issues

2.1

2.2

2.3

The protection of the environment remains high on Newry, Mourne and Down District
Council's agenda and we are committed to fulfilling our Statutory duty for biodiversity.

The Active and Healthy Communities Committee previously agreed to the drafting of a new
Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan (AHC/194/2022) for the next 5 years.

The Sustainability and Environmental Committie on 23 November 2023 approved the Draft
Strateqy to go out to Public Consultation.

The Plan will run from 2024 to 2030. This is in line with the 30 by 30 target agreed at COP15
last year. This global target aims to protect 30% of the planet for nature by 2030. This
timeline will also align with our future Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy.

The final draft of the Biodiversity Strategy (Appendix 1) and Action Plan {Appendix 2) will
focus conservation action mainly on our own estate, with opportunities for partnership
working when funding and resources allow.

The Biodiversity Strategy is a public facing document, which will be launched online and
available for all to read. The Action Plan will be an internal, working document, that will
ensure we work towards protecting and conserving biodiversity across the Council estate,

Public consultation took place from 1 December 2023 to 9™ February 2024, through the
NMD Speak service, where respondents were asked to consider a number of set questions.
A report was produced based on responses to the Public consultation (Appendix 3).

The main revisions incleded:

The themes;
Original draft themes were:
« Trees and woodland
« Pollinators and other invertebrates

Back to Agenda
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2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

« [nvasive Alien Species
« Raising awareness and education
«  Working with partners

Final Strategy themes are:
« Protecting our Priority Habitats and Species
Trees and Woodland
Pollinators
Invasive Species
Raising awareness and Education

Responses indicated that the first draft of the Strategy didn't highlight the important priority
habitats and species we have across Newry, Mourne and Down District. This was mainly due
to the fact that Council do not own or manage many of these protected sites, To combat this,
the "Working in partnership’ theme was changed to "Protecting our Priority Habitats and
Species’. This theme highlights the work done by our ADNB and Geopark teams as well as
that in partnership with other stakeholders such as the Mourne Heritage Trust.

The 'Pollinators and other invertebrates’ theme was changed to "Pollinators’ as it would be
difficult to complete actions for both these groups together. As Council are official partners of
the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan it is important to focus on this group of species for action.

The ‘Invasive alien species’ theme was changed to ‘Invasive species’ as some respondents
rightly pointed out that some native spacies can become invasive .g. bracken and gorse,
and so must be considered for action.

The "Trees and Woodland® and "Raising awareness and Education” themes have remained the
same as they are key priorities for Council moving forward.

The final version of the Strategy and Action Plan is now being brought back to Committee for
review and final approval. The final version of the Strategy and Action Plan which will then be
published online. The Action Plan being an internal ‘Live” working document will be
implemeanted in house by Council across departments,

3.0

3.1

and Action Plan.

4.0

Resource implications

4.1

As the strategy will be a public facing document, there was a financial cost for design works,
which at £1990.00 was less than the estimated budget of £2,390. Budget had been secured
for this in the estimates for 2024/25.

Any future resource requests will be considered annually when required. External funding will
also be applied for when available.

Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete the
relevant sections)

5.1

General proposal with no clearly defined impact vupon, or connection to, specific
egquality and good relations outcomes

Back to Agenda
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It is not anticipated the proposal will have an adverse impact upon equality of E
opportunity or good relations

Proposal relates to the introduction of a strategy, poficy initiative or practice and
/ or sensitive or contentious decision

ves 2 no [

If yes, please complete the following:

The policy (strateqy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality D
screened

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) will be subject to ]
equality screening prior to implementation

Note that Equality screening was carmed out on previous Local Biodiversity Action
Plans and identified no adverse impact on equality. This will be reviewed following

2.3

Propasal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address

barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow adequate [ ]
time for groups to consult amongst themselves

Consultation period will be 12 weeks |:|

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided) E

Rationale: Equality screening was carried out on previous Local Biodiversity Action Plans and
identified no adverse impact on equality of opportunity or good relations, therefore these
documents were out for public consultation for 10 weeks.

Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

6.1

Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy / strategy [/
plan / designing and/or delivering a public service

ves X no [

If yes, please complete the following:
Fural Meeds Impact Assessment completed E
If no, please complete the following:

The policy / strategy / plan [ public service is not influenced by rural needs |
Note that a Rural Needs Impact Assessment was completed for the mast recent Local
Biodiversity Action Plans. This will be updated as required for the new Biodiversity

Strategy.

7.0

Appendices

Appendix 1 - Draft Biodiversity Strategy
Appendix 2 - Draft Biodiversity Strategy Action Plan
Appendix 3 — Biodiversity Strategy Consultation Report

Background Documents

N/A

Back to Agenda
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CONTENTS

Biodiversity
is vital for our
survival, and
we depend on
it for the very
basics of life.

Biodiversity 1s not just in crisis
globally, but alse on a local level.
Species are disappearing faster
now than ever before in human
history. Urban development,
intensive agricultural practices,
invasive species and climate
change are some of the main
drivers of biodiversity loss in
Northern Ireland.

Back to Agenda




E Blodiversity Strategy 2024-2030

Newry, Mourne

and Down is a district
renowned for its scenic
beauty, bounded on the
east by Strangford Lough . P

and Carlingford Lough and e e
on the west by Slieve Gullion =" R
and Slieve Croob, with the -
picturesque Mountains of

Mourne in the centre.

This Biodiversity Strategy and associated The aims of the Biodiversity
internal Action Plan will guide the protection Strategy are simple:
and enhancement of biodiversity across Newry, e B e S e e

Mourne and Down over the next 6 years to biodiversity of the district for both
2030. The internal action plan will focus mainly
on Council managed estate, but opportunities
for partnership working will be explored and
developed. This strategy does not sit in isolation.
It compliments several other key strategic
commitments made by the Council.

current and future generations.

« Educate and raise awarenass of the
importance and variety of biodiversity
found within the Newry, Mourne and
Down district area.

« Encourage local ownership of
Mewry, Mourne and Down district’s
biodiversity.

Through the delivery of five thematic
action plans, we aim to improve our
environment and work towards fulfilling
our duty for biodiversity and take
positive action in mitigating against and
adapting to climate change.
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What is Biodiversity
and why is it important?

Biodiversity is the total variety of all living
organisms including plants and animals, and
the habitats in which they live. Biodiversity
is vital for our survival and we depend

on it for the very basics of life.

The ecology of planet earth supports all life
by providing ‘Ecosystem Services’.

These services
can be divided into
four categories;

Supporting Provisioning

Supporting services are those which are necessary for Provisioning services are the products
the production of all other ecosystem services. They that are obtained from ecosystems,
differ from other services as theirimpacts on humans such as: genetic resources, food,

are indirect or occur over a long period of time. Examples water, fuel, bio-chemicals, fibre,

of supporting services include the production of natural medicines, pharmaceuticals,
atmospheric oxygen (through photosynthesis), primary and building materials.

production, soil formation and retention, nutrient
cycling, water cycling and provisioning of habitat.
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Regulating

Regulating services are the benefits obtained
from the regulation of ecosystem processes.
These include climate regulation, water
regulation and purification, air quality
maintenance, erosion control, waste
treatment, regulation of human diseases,
biclogical control, pollination, and protection
from extreme weather and climatic events.

Back to Agenda

Ecosystem Services
are the benefits people

ARV sustainablesodutomeis net - sTorysiem-seneces

Cultural

Cultural services are nonphysical benefits
that humans obtain from ecosystems
through spiritual enrichment, recreation,
and aesthetic experiences. Cultural
services include cultural diversity, spiritual
and religious values, educational values,
sense of place, cultural heritage values
and tourism for example.
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Threats to
Biodiversity

Biodiversity is in crisis globally, within
the Island of Ireland as a whole and
locally. Species are disappearing

faster now than ever before in human
history. How we use the land and

sea is one of the main driving forces
behind the loss of our biodiversity.

Back to Agenda




Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 1 Biodiversity Strategy.pdf

7 Biglivargaly Strategy 2034 - 30340

Habitat loss and fragmentation

The loss and fragmentation of natural
habitats is one of the greatest threats to
biodiversity worldwide. On land, a constant
pressure across the whole of the UK and
Ireland is that from baseline loss of habitat
from comnversion of land that was natural or
semi-natural - to development, urbanisation,

or inappropriate management.

Back to Agenda

Kany species dependant on these habetats have declined a5
& resull. The abundance indicator for farmidand bird species
shows a decrease in abundance on average of 43% between
oG and 2020 In partcwlar, wabdiand birds have declmad
o AveraEe, in Uee last 10 pears (State of Matiire epart 2023)

In Newry, Mourne and Down Distrct approximately 720
acres of land within the Mourne Mountains were impacted
by & wikdfine in 2021, Tha fire beft lange areas of bumt and
charred plants and grassland including sphapnum mosses
and heather, Many animals and invertebrates perished in
the smoke and fire, mcluding ground-nesting binds and the
commn lirard, Fine can significantly increase a landicape’s
vulnerability to flooding and erosion events. The Forever
Mournes Partnerdthip' are working to make the landicape
maore fesilient and able to adapt to the changing climate
and driér, hotfer summeers. The work will help burnt aneas
to recover through caneful conservation grazing, re-wetling
and heathland restoration and monitoring of wildiife

TP LEFT: Grey Sgaimel, BrefTrd Main
FiREFHSHTER BAAGES: Tha bl taviiad Trvisl

Tiredr Fnbiaid W i it P rtiee i o d Dibslrifeid o Auee 20T 6 esaliche g Gl
rirpuririamEa ek lnovn Bl Trund, Blourees HenLege T, Wessdlerd Trum,
S EdoeriEeEm Iepl ared AN wath M Apendy, Mewry, Moume s
Pipreery Dindnc ol and Forest Serece a0 Assocuie memben




Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 1 Biodiversity Strategy.pdf

B v, AW Iy OU nEd v or g

Invasive species, pests, and diseases

Mon-native invasive species are a major threat to biodiversity
Inwasive species continue to be introduced to the UK and
Ireland throwgh accidental and deliberate refeases, stowaways
in Imported goods or escapees from gardens and large estates.
The mumber of invasive spacies has increased in freshwater,
terrestrial and marine beomes in the last decade in line with
ongodng trends since 1970 (State of Nature Report 2023}, Somae
native invasive species such as bracken and goese for example,
can also cause problems for important habitats. Key invasive
plant species atready affecting Mewry, Mourne and Dewn
Disgrict inchide Rhododendron penticum, Japanese knotwoed,
Himalayan balsam, Giant hogweed and Cherry Laurel, all
surveyed in the Ring of Gullicn Area of Qutstanding Natural
Beauty (AONE], with potentially many more on the horizon
Alien irvasive riparian plants such as Giant hopweed reduce
the abundance and diversity of native plant species. They can
also exacerbate flooding along watercourses by obstncting
waterflow following high rminfall Afterwinter dichack, they
lzawe riverbanks exposed to erosion.

Sewveral plant and animal diseases also threaten our wildife,
inchiding the ongeing impacts of ash dieback and sudden cak
death for example. The lack of a functsoming traceability system
and kocal arigin polecy on the island of Ireland threatens local
species and habitats, The recent outbreak of Highly Pathogemic
Ao Inlluenea (HPAL) i3 the most sémnoaid the LE has #ver
recorded. The breeding featon of 2022 saw a wide number

of bird speecies affected, especially seabirds, and several
individuals of variows mammal species believed to have saten
infected birds, in total over 70 bird and marmmal species have
been aflected (5tate of ot Report 2023),

Back to Agenda

Pollution

The by-products of our evenyday lives often become
pollutants in the natumal ervironment. Pollutants can take
the figrm of plastic waste or litber, chemicals in water, sail

of alr, and even light and nodse polliutian, Coee of the most
damaging formes of pollution is nutrient entechment of
sensitive habitats. Eutrophication has led to majos losses of
internationally important inter-gdrumiin fens and currently no
river or freshwater lake in Morthern ireland has ‘good’ overall
ecodmgical and chemical status (State of Mature Report 2003),
Fertifipers (chemical and from farm waste) contribute to
bindiversity loss by altering soil composition, promating the
grewth af invasive species, and contaminating waterways,
which can disrupt aguatic ecosystems and harm wilkdlife

Morthern leland prodeces 12% of the UK's ammonia
smissions, mastly from agriculture, while cnly representing
655 of the land area, resulting in harm to our drinking water
costing the taxpayer millions extra each year. Ammania also
poses a seriows Threat to the heathland vegetation in our
upland habitats, particularly sensitive species such as ichans,
s, and heather, Pollutson from domestic sewers is also
on the rise and during beavy storms results in extra nutnients
and raw Lewage being wathed into oor rivers, seas, and

lakes. Persstently high and increasing levels of nitrogenows
air pollution ane a major pressure on plants and lchens in
Marthermn lreland. Amimonia |levels above the critical ecologscal
threchold for bryophytes and lichens across the entire country
and absove the critical threshald for vaseular plants acroes

over & third of the land area (S1ate of Nature Repart 2023).
Legislative contrals have resulted in some progress Lowands
redhicing harmful emissions and thenre are some signs of
regowery m fish stocks for exarmple.

Pesticides and herbicides pose a significant threat to
biodiversity by disrupting ecosystems, harming non-tasget
species, and contributing to the decline of pollinators like bees
andd butterifies

TORLEFT: Fliylippirgg
LEFT: Red Kiim

Wintmeated sewagr: Same 100 tonnes spiled ety vea - BEC Mewo
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Climate change

Sometimes people think of climate change as a probliem

that exists efsewhera in the wodd, Howewver, the effects of
climate change can be seen across the UK and M1 Reseanch
indicates that climate change s affecting biodiversity at a
faster rate than ever before. Certain habitats and species are
mde vulnerable than others, for example coastal hatdtats are
showing the effects of sea level rises. Occurrences of extreme
waather and flopding are also becoming more commaon,
impacting humans and béodiversity.

In February 2020 a Climate Emergency was declared by the
Morthem reland Assembly, Mewre, Mourme and Down District
Coungil had already declared a dimate emergency in October
1018 and agreed to develop a Climate Adaptaticn Plan to cope
better with the effects of climate change across the district

The mew Chirnate Change Act (M) 2022 sets 5 tanget of at laast
1005 reduction In gréenhouse gas amissions by 2050 (Le.,
niet pero emissions by 2050). The Department of Agriculture,
Ermviranment and Rural Affairs (DAERA) is reguired 1o produce
S-year Chmate Action Mans (CAPs] to et out pohickes and
proposals on bow the emissions targets will be achieved,

CAPs must include annual greenhouse gasd emissions tangets ad
woell as air quality, s0il quality and biodiversity targets. Mewry,
Plowerme andd Do Digtrsct Coundil will consider these polscies
and proposals when working towards our net sero target

.. Today we act.
Tomorrow

we thrive.

L TR —

RIGHT: &praydherad mainiemanes on Rarmlesd, &radeew Mickin

Back to Agenda

Overexploitation and Habitat Degradation

Unsustatnabbe use of gur landscapes for human consumplion
depletes wildhfe populations amd threatens species

with extinction, kabitats with degradation and solls with
prashon and depletien Human actvities such as pollution,
deforestation, intensive agriculture, and whanisation can
degrade habitats, reducing their suitability for native specles
and their resilience to climate change and other external
anthropogenic threats. Peat extraction, for example, posesa
severe threat to hiodiversity duwe to

its destructive impact on fragile ecosystems

Thee |loss of biodiversity will have huge consequences
for thie residents of Movwry, Mourne and Down, with adverse
effects on our food supply, sur drinking water and climate

stability, mpacting our fimances and our health and wellbeing
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Legislation & policy

Biodiversity: It's Our Duty

The principle legislation for the conservation and
protection of wildlife in Northern Ireland is the
Wildlife and Natural Environment (WANE) Act
(Morthern-Ireland) 2011. The WANE Act replaced
the Wildlife Order (NI) 1985 and brought with ita
statutory duty for biodiversity for all public bodies.

Back to Agenda

“It is the duty of
every public body,

IN eXercising any
functions, to further
the conservation of
biodiversity so far as
15 consistent with the
proper exercise of
those functions.”

Wikilife and Matural
Emviranment Act
{Morthem-lreland) 201

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council is working
to embed biodiversity across all relevant operations,
ensuring that we play our role in enhancing
biodiversity through our everyday functions.

With the development of this
Biodiversity Strategy, the Council
hope to guide ourwork over the
coming years, focusing on the
five key areas of the duty;

Maintenance
of biodiversity

Protection of

biodiversity Promoting the

understanding
of biodiversity both
within and outside

the organisation

Enhancing
biodiversity
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Links to other

Strategies, Policies

and Plans

This Biodiversity Strategy considers a range of national, regional,
and local policies and plans to ensure it does not sit in isolation.

The key commitments are outlined as follows:

International

COMS - Governments from anound the world met at
the 15th Conference of the Parties Lo the Convention
on Biologieal Diversaty in Decemiber 2022 i Montreal,
Canada, Hene they agread on a new set of gaals to guide
achion thraugh to 2030 an nalure Acnass The workd The
Gilotal Biodwersity Framssodk adopted at COPES aems
toensure That natune's ecotystem sefvmoes ane vilued,
mainiained, and enhanced, And by 2050, the shaned
visian af living in hasmony with nature is fulfiled. COMG
will take pdace in Cadl, Colombla from 21st Octobes

= 15t Mowvember 2024 and will review the state of
imiplementation of the Glohal Biodivers ity Framework

COP2H - The COPZE United Mations Climate Change
Conlerente held in Dubaid was the biggest of its kemd
and marked the conclusion of the first ‘global stocktake'
of the world's efforis (o address elimate change under
the Paris agreement. Results have shown that progress
has been too slow across all areas of climate change
action - fram reducing greenhoike gas emissions, o
strengihenng resdience (o a changing clirmate and

N Eetting The financial and technodogical support 1o
vulnerabde nations. Countries responded by calling

on Eavernmenis (o speed up the transitien away from
fossil fusls 1o renewables such as wind and solar powes
if their next round af climate commitmants. CO#F29 will
be held n Azerbaijan in Movember 2024 and will buibd
momentum an the progress made at COP28.

Back to Agenda
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National

EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 - is a cormprehensive and long-tem
plan to pratect nature and reverse the degradation of ecosystems. The
strategy aims to assist with the recovery of Europe's béodiversity by 2030,

Thiz 2030 Blodiversity Strategy It s=is ambitious EU
bullds upan and goss beyand the targets and cormmitments
exfsting ELN Birds and Habitats for 2030 to achicva
Directives and the EL Matura healtyy and resilient
2000 Hetwaodk of protected aneas. gcosysterns, For example:
Turn at least Restore Restore Reduce the
30% of EU's land degraded at least use and risk of
and 30% of seas into ecosystems 25,000 km of pesticides by at
SIECER MY mAgan and stop any the ELI's rivers least 50%
ik erhald further damage to be free-
protectad antas to nature flowing
Tackle
Manage Plant aver bycatch
Reverse the Establish 25% of 3 billion and seabed
decline of biodiversity- agricultural land under diverse, damage
pollinators rich landscape arganic farming and biodiversity
features on at promote the uptake rich trees
least 10%% of of agro-ecological
farmland practices
Matiire Paositive 2000 report All- Ireland Pallinator Plan 2021-2025
in arder for the UK to meest its 30 by 30 commitments The Al -Lreland Pollinator Plan is a framework
s out in the Global Biodiversity Framework, its five bringing tegether different sectors from local
statulory nature conservation bodies came together authaoditios, to farmers, sehools, gardeners,
1o produce the Matune Positive 2030 report. The report and businesses, 1oty to create a landscape
loaks &t besl practaie oSS the UK snd peesents wieng pollinatars can surdive and Thrree.

sinlutbons that can be scaled up to achieve change

Cne third of gur bee species are theeatened
with extinction from Ireland. This i because
we have drastically reduced the amaunt of
food and safe nestmg sites that support

them, Mewry, Moume and Down Dastrict
Council is an offscial partner of the All-
Ireland PollEnator Plan and is committed to
improwving ouwr district for podlinators.
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Regional

Draft Environment Strategy for NI

The draft Ervironment Strategy is an overarching document
setting cut Northern lreland’s environmental priorities for the
coming decades and forms part of the Green Growth agenda
The strategy links a number of proposed acticns and targets
to Improve our enviremment to the relevant Sustainable
Development Goals set out by the United Rations

Biodiversity Strategy for NI (pending)

The Biodiversity Strategy for NI to 2020 has been reviewod and
consultation has begun on a new Matune Recovery strategy. i
is hoped that the Strategy will be out for public consultation by
thie ond of 2024

The Climate Change fAct (Morthemn Ireland) 2022
The Climate Change Act (M1} 2022 sets a tanget of at least 100%
redbuction in greenhouse gas ermissions by 2050,

The Department of Agriculture, Envirgnment and Rural Affairs
[DAERA) s required to produce S-year Chimate Actson Plans
[CaPL) to st ot policies and propodals on bow the emissions
targets will be achigved, CAPs must imclude anmeal greenhouse
Eas emissions targets as well as aar quality, soil quality and
biadiversity tangets.

Green Growth Strategy

The draft Green Growvth Strategy e the Northern Ineland
Executive’s multi-decade strategy to 2050, balancing climate,
environment, and the econemy in Mortherm Ireland. It sets out

the long-term visson for tacklng the climate crses.

Back to Agenda

M| Peatland Strategy 2021 = 2040

The Mosthomn reland Peatland Stratepy provides a framesork
for conserving intact sermd-natural peatlands and restoring
degraded semi-natural peatlands. it identifies the ecosystem
services provided by healthy peatlands, including climata
regulation and adaptation, specialised biodiversity, good wates
gqualdity, flood adleviation and an histodcal archive, Peatlands
also provide a unigue landscape for recreation and education. A
cross=sectoral group, the Morthem ireland Peatland Partnership
will provide oversight and ensume delivery of the strategic
ohjectives and actions contained within the strategy.

Wildfires in NI - Draft Strategic Way Forward

This framewaork aims to tackle the threat and impact of
wildfires, 1 is diven by § stratogic goals including partnershig
waorking and building resilience into those landscapes and
hatsitats most susceptible to wikdbire

Delivery of these goals is based
around 6 Strategic Themes:

« Governance

« Engagement

» Land Management

« Response

« Policy, Legislation and Enforcement
« Evidence.

RELGYY: Memevicalp Wood, Bryansiom
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Local

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council recognises
the importance of a healthy environment reflecting

the region's natural diversity of terrestrial and aquatic
habitats and ecosystems. This is evidenced by the role
that biodiversity plays across many of our Council plans.

Living Well Together - A commumnity plan

far Mewry, Mourne and Down ta 2030

The first commomty plan for Mewry, Maurme
and Dawn degtrict describes 5 vision af “a place
with strong, safe and vibrant communities

Deaft Corporate Plan m
2024-2027 Ploss Compadidns

Of the eight strategic e g b
outcomes listed in the
draft corporate plan,
those specific to the
Evironment ane

where everyone has a good guality of life
and access 1o opEortu mtes, choldes and
Mg h-gquality services which ang sustamable,
accessible and mest pedEe’s REas

o=

The poditive outcomes of the community

plan relevant 1o the environmaent inchede;
Protect and enhance gur environmant

b S B i bR i = Al people in Newry, Mowrme snd Down

) ey podd health and wellbeing.
= Key actiond under this objecthve include the
« All praple in Newey, Mewrme and Down benefit

dowelopment and implemantation of the
fram a clean, quality, and sustaimable environment

Biodhversity Strategy, a Climate Change and
Sustainable Development Strategy, a Local
Clhimate Change Adaptation Flan, and a Tree

Strategy for Council Performance Improverment Plan 2024-2025
The Council’s performance imprenvement
Support regenetative tourdm opportunities objectives aim to enhance the sustainable quality
which promoate ouwr eulture, heritage, and of life for ratepayers and kocal communities

EnvIranment

Dbgectved with relevancs to the
= A hey action of this objectve mcludes :

a = . Biodiwersily Strategy ane;
mpbernenting the Mourne Gulllon Strangford : Bf

UNESCO Global Geopark Masterplan, which L We will support the health and wellbsemng
achs as a blweprint for responsible tourksm, of local people by improving our leisure
conservation, and education facilities and senvices
3. We will improve the cleanliness of our
Deliver sustainable serveoes. district by addressing littering, ‘l'r'1'F'I'""'E
= A key action of thes objectve mvolves accurate and dog fouling Incidents
data collection to better inform actions related i We will improve our sustainability and reduce

to sustainatility and climate change. ourimpacts in relation to climate change
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re no longer
idequate to meet social
needs. A diverse and healthy

ENVITonment 15 Crucidal to

numan well “-'-._:.*,-:' present
MELRY T3 T CRT, T e .
1T1C 1T Le TULUr

Local DE"l'-E‘lePI‘I'I-EI'I[ Plan
Mewry, Mourne and Down Detnct Councl hat commenced

ik ® o 4 Loed! Develofiment Plas (LDF) which wall sepport

ST Al 1oCuAl Asdds (n the distret o hing with

regronal strategies and policses, while proveding the deliwerny

of sustalnable develapment The unigue, diverse natura
Evirenment veitin e distict plays & vital role as a tourist
attraction and centributes towards sconomic development
It is important howewer that any future developments are
Eli |_|||:;,I: (48] |||='_|"_\-|-".-_|:. |r'|l||:-|:||l:"'.:'|l|'|'. ampranmantal HTpaCl
assessment and adhere to the precautinary princeple. The

objectives and policies of the LOPwhen finalsed, will sesk (o

protect, conserve, and anhande our anveonimeant

Local Climate Adaptation Plan

Clirmate change is the long-term shilt inaverage weather
patternd acréss the world and B anguably the most senicus
thient we (ace today to ouwd way of hife. Newry, Mourme and
Drawns District Council declared a climate cmengency in
Cetober 207194 Clemate Change Symposium "Dur Climate
- Qur Challenge’ was held on 12 March 2020 at Killedwy
Casthe. This high-profide event broaght tegether a range of

internationally rencwned expert spaakers as well a8 councids

and community organisations from across the UK and

Ineland who have demonstrated best practice m dealing with

clemate change and who have achieved pracacal solutions
and carbon reductiens on the ground. Leading on fram
this, counchl agreed to Gevelop a locd climate adapiation
plan to mitigate the impacts thedr operations have on the
clamate. Warking with Clemate NI, the procass is loed by a
Cross:Departmental Officer Working Group. The plan wil
inclhide positive action to reduca our impacts on climate
change {Mitigation) and increase our resibienoe to deal with
It5 impacts (Adaptation)

Back to Agenda

In addition to the
aforementioned documents,
the Biodiversity Strategy
will also compliment several

other action plans and
strategies (many of which
are currently being drafted)

These include the Sustainability

and Climate Change Strategy, Open
Spaces Strategy, Ring of Gullion ADNB
Management Plan, the Strangford Lough
and Lecale AONB Management Plan, the
Mourne AONB Management Plan, The
Mourne, Gullion and Strangford UNESCO
Global Geopark 4-year Business Plan and
10-year Master Plan, Marine Protected
Area Management Plans for Carlingford
Lough, Murlough and Strangtord Lough,
and Newry, Mourne and Down District
Council Tree Strategy. Special Area of
Conservation Management Plans for
Slieve Gullion and Eastern Mournes, and
Down and Armagh Forestry Plans.

Irrdile Chanpr Syrigesdiumm
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Moving
forward with
action for
Biodiversity

The Biodiversity Strategy and
associated internal Action Plan
will guide the protection and
enhancement of biodiversity across
Newry, Mourne and Down District
over the next 6 years to 2030.

The realistic, achievable plan will focus
mainly on Council managed estate, but
opportunities for partnership working

will be explored and developed.
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MNewry, Mourne and Down District Council manage a
diverse range of green space across the district. Mapping
of Council maintained areas is still being carried out, as
more areas are added to the Council register. Managed
assets include forest parks, coastal areas, play and amenity
areas, graveyards, playing fields, rights of way and many
buildings, structures, and monuments.

Green spaces and open areas are
places in which biodiversity can
thrive, if managed appropriately.
Managing our green spaces

for biodiversity will increase
their ability to capture and

store carbon, They also provide
recreation for people and offer
health benefits associated with
connecting with nature.

This Biodiversity Strategy will To ensure Council meets our biodiversity
continue with the aims of our commitments and delivers on the biodiversity
previous Local Biodiversity duty, we will focus action on 5 key themes.
Action Plans (LBAPs), which are: These over-arching themes will allow for
» To conserve and enhance the biodiversity management options to be
rich biodiversity of the district implemented across a range of habitat types.
for both current and future The themes will be:
generations.

Protecting our Priority

+ Educate and raise awareness . _
e bl Habitats & Species

of the importance and variety
of biodiversity found within
the Mewry, Mourne and Down
district area.

;138 Trees and Woodland

: .14 [FW Pollinators
= Encourage local ownership

of Newry, Mourne and Down ; )
district’s biodiversity. WL Invasive Species

Raising Awareness
and Education

THEME 5

LEFY; Waod Somel & Busbeily, Gareth Wray
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Protecting our
Priority Habitats

and Species

Newry, Mourne and Down District
Council is the third largest council area
within Northern Ireland comprising
approximately 11% of the total land
area and over 100 miles of coastline.
The district is renowned for its scenic
beauty and contains many sites rich

in wildlife and designated for their

nature conservation value.

3rd
largest

council area within
Morthern Ireland

11%

of the total
land area of NI

100
miles

of stunning
coastline

90

protected sites for
nature conservation

Back to Agenda

CROSTLLA
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Biodiversity Strategy 2024 -2030

Thene are over D0 desigrated
sited of regional, national, and
intemnational importance in the
HNewry, Mourne and Down area
contameng a range of impartant

habitats and species (Appendix 1)

Mot of thee sites ane in private
cwmership. Mewry, Mourne and
Dioven Dastrict Councill work with
avariety of onganisations and
stakehobders to help protect and
consense these impaortant sites

Back to Agenda

SPA

—— Special Protection

Area

SAC
Special Area of
Consarvation

MET Inshore
Marine Conservation
Lone
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Protecting our
Priority Habitats
and Species

Biodiversity action
across the district

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council has worked in partnership
with other stakeholders to implement biodiversity action since

the Local Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP) process began in 2007.

A biodiversity steering group consisting of representatives from
governmental departments, environmental organisations, and local
community groups, led the development and implementation of
LBAPs within the council area.

Lther Hentage Lottery Fenoed (HLF) projects such as
‘Béodiversity Games' and ‘Bea-licious’ have also achbeyved
targets for blodiversity recording and pollinatoss and
highlighted the banefits of partnership working

Dragons in the Hills, a propect to improve our knowledge of
the conservation status of our three nathve amphibians and
reptiles: comman frog, comman lizard and smooth newt in
the Moume Gullion Strangford UNESCO Global Geopark,
was awarded £100,000 frem HLF. The project mapped their
distribartion and encouraged kand managers to oreate and
connect important habitat features, increasing the amount

Partnership working with other councils Morth and

South of the booder has allowed 3 mone landscape
i of suitabde areas for these important species

scale approach to biodiversity action. Mewry,

Maurne and Dewn DEtnct Council has acted as the

bl parinér on lirge Intereg funded, cross border

propects such as ‘Action for Biodiversity” (2010-2013),

ASCENT (2016-2019), and “CAMN' M2017-2022). LEFT Marmry, Maume and Down Ditrict Coumol

U b g M i leriiria e
These projects have delivened significant outcomes B TR o L e

& = B 30 5 o i B " =
tar biodiversity, protecting phionity habitats such as Wpoent - Aggnt (puoent-oromct axl

paatinnds Gnd we'l| pnds CANM Proi] - Coliabnedive Action forthe Matuts Metwer Geunh eul
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ABOVE: Cormrrss krasd () Ronakd Surgehes
LEFT. A bt reconding event orgasasd
Ehrough 1he Biodkeray Games proect
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Protecting our
Priority Habitats
and Species

Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONBs)

The Ring of Gullion (ROG) and Strangford and
Lecale AONB management plans also work

in partnership with a variety of organisations
and stakeholders to protect and conserve the
landscape character and natural, built, and
cultural heritage of the areas.

The Ring of Gullion Landscape Partnership scheme

was part of the Hertage Lottery Fund's programme to
conserve and enhance somee of the region’s most trépsured
landscapes. Led by Newry, Mourne and Dusn District
Council, & £L4 mallhon programme asmed 10 engage people
with the ROG ADMNE and surmounding lancscape. Actions
rangred from trail constructson to stonytelling and fram
interpreting the history of Mewry canal to enhancing the
ArEES feih Beddrversily.

Anather succossful project in the area was ASCENT, which
worked to address the environmental challenges facing
seven narthem Eurcpean upland aneas. Donegal County
Louncll acted as lead partners, working collabarativety
with Mewrnys, Moume and Down Distnct Counce, Moume
5L t.'l,l',',t" Trust amd {Blrﬂ'ﬁ'.'l'.- Coast and (slens Hentage
Teust in Morthem Ireland, as well as partners in Finland,
Morway and loeland. The project worked to tackle the
l:“-'."l'.".l'.'ll'.'."-tll:ll"l. 205 H0iN,. ddl oS of Dol iversity at our upsland
SIT0S LSNP iy ateve To0ss 3 technegees

Ring of Gullion

drgs gl Cvnnimedosy MEterE Baaaty

A Strangford
wm— & Locale

Hrmy gt Quipmpmding Satgad Bamaiy
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Protecting our
Priority Habitats
and Species

Strangford Lowgh and Lecale AQNB 53 coastal area
containing unique and very different prionty habitats
and spocies to that of ROG. Species such as seals,
dodphing, whales and basking shark have all been
spotted in the kough

The "Share the Shore' project advises visitors of how
oy En oy our CoAstal stes wilhoul causing arm o
wildlife, Every autumn and winter thousands of
over-wintering birds come te our shodes from colder
climes, for example Light-Balled Brent Geese fram
Canada. They anrive with thelr young, tired, and
hungry and nesd to rest and faed, They only have a
smiall window to feed on the shore when the tide goes
out It is important that they are not forced to take
flight unnecessarily as this causes them to lose a lot
af energy and visluabde feeding time, Share the shom
reminds visitors 1o keep dogs on leads away from the
1i:|:-n!|ng; and roosting binds

The coast care prosect worked with True Harvest seeds

to help probect and conserve the important habétats
and spocies of the coastline of the Stranpfond Lowgh
and Lecale AQONE. Volunteers assisted in making seed
collections of threatened spocies, which wens then
grown onand replanted back into theiraneas after
soma habitat management, Surveying these habitats
meguelarky will help to ensure these important habitats
remain in favourable condition for future generations

The management teams of the Ring of Gullken,
Bourne, and Strangford and Lecale ACMBs have also
teamed up with the Woodland Trust to work with
kocal farmers and encourage them to sign up fora
farm plan project. The project feruses on the use
of green infrastructure and management changes
a5 an essential part of farming production

RGHT: Binn Jaeis
Stxangiond Lough and Lecale Partnerchip (SLLM

Back to Agenda

UNESCO Global Geopark

Mewry, Moume and Down District Council has
recently establishod a UNESCD Global Geopark

The Mourne Gullion Strangford LIMESCO Global
Goeopark (UGGp] land bowmndary follows the Bewny
Mourme and Dewn District Council admimistrative
boundary. The maring part of the geopark
encompasses the Marine Protected Arcas [MPA)
bardering the land part of the park: Murlough Bay
MPA_ Strangiond Lough MP& and Carsnghare Lough
MPA_ Within this unique bindscape, organisations,
commamities, and indisiduals are united in thsir
cammatment to harneds the full potential of thes asset
while honouring the rich heritage that defmes the
character of the srer The UNESCO Global Gespark
brand will e the shared geobogecal heritage of the
thine® areas &% a mechamism for Susiainalle Yournsm;
generating economic benefits, providing recreational

apportumties and increasing awaneness of the natural
capital of the aptine ara. [Appendix 7)
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| Continue to deliver

the Ring of Gullion and
e . Strangtord and Lecale
i A ot s sty el el ADNEB Management Plans.

e B Continue towork in

will continue to work in partnership with stakeholders
! i to deliver the Mourne Gullion

partnersnip with other Strangford UNESCO Global

2 : Geopark Ma '\_-,r_a_'r[:l.'u.'l

DI EdILlS L1071 ._':i*:fi:-_"_' 1P5

to nromote orotect and e Accnssfundit.:gstr.eamE
T i Lt M B RS e such as PEACEPLUS to deliver

mnrove hiodiversity biodiversity and consenation

o e oy iy g e e ACTion across the distnct

within the district

B Choose one 'flagship species
or habitat per year Lo promote
through swareness rasing
campargns or practical action



gl _h

et L )

- Back to Agenda

Wmiadits...

h. 1
.

W, W T Y TR TR e 'H_

6

'] 4
ks e
] +

WA it

.._-_.i.-_
_.r__..

_._l

T

A i

T

&
BN AEARE
B, W ..-..r.q.....__.f_.r.!.-.... .

. A8 ! wm_..!...._..m M
" -.Li.hlr.-. ...1.._._. ﬂ..“ﬂe.fu“—..a T e ..”.-.fl-

s Jrivk )

e |... L e AL R e gy

s SNSRI ER e e e

i
L L T T —— cvaEm .1_.-4_-...m
i L il

G o R T e u._p.,_nﬁ. .__.:.

a
3

'
@ § i i =T -
. .....w.imii . e

=TT R =y

i

Heps i - a
TS e e gl i,

AR 10T e e <L ol R W )

sy, e e ol N
= e . SRR B Sy T T Lo i

2 - i A T gt -
S v’ 5 LIRS

L L Ny
:
%

¥t ot i 7 ng? S

L | T

—— [E— - P 1 e - \.
T it ”“_.‘. _“J
_n.._..u ?.



Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 1 Biodiversity Strategy.pdf

s

=

;
:
:

-

Back to Agenda

a7 Bigglivergaty Strategy 1034 -30340

Trees and woodlands are some of our most

valuable natural assets. Not only do they provide
us with the air that we breathe, but they are also
home to many species of plants and animals,
some of which are threatened or vulnerable.
Other ecosystem services of trees include carbon
sequestration, flood alleviation, soil stability,
natural play areas and many more.

Avariety of woodland types can be found
within Newry, Mourne and Down District.

Dakwood

Cakwoods are charactensed by the
predominance of either sessils nak ar
peEndunculnte ook, with downy Derch i the
Campy layer. Thi underston Specses Consasl

of hofly, hazel and nowan. Priarity species
AssoCiated with Dakveoods iInCiuie resd souinmel,
Common pipstnelbe bat and song thrrsh.

Rostrevor Waaod 5AC s a wonderful example of
an anclent oakowood, known to be at least 350
yaars old and a possibde remnant of the efigingl
forest which once covered the region

Coniferous woodland consists af aneas

planted with non=native species such as Sitka
spruce. Morway sprece and Lanch. While such
wondlands harbour refatively fow plant and
animal species when compared to native
woadiands, they can be impaortant for priority
species such as pine marten and red squirrel
Coniferous woodland can be found acrois the
diatrict, incheding Council managed forest parks
such as Slieve Gullion and Castlowellan.

Mixed Ashwood

hixed ashwoods occurs i small, isolated stands throughout the
district, While ash is the dominant tree speches, other species such
a5 pak, downy birch, wild cherry, rowan, hally, hazel and hawthom
can all be present. Such woodiand often has a rich diversity of plants
in ‘thi ground laper includsng scattened ferns as well as carpets af
biluehsell, oppoaite-leaved podden saxifrage and wood sorred

Axh trecs aonoss Ireland and the UK e under threat of & ddsase
called ash dieback, caused by the fungus Mymenoscyphus fraxnmmeus
1wl Il g 0o B0P%, of ash trees, changing the landscape forever
and casting an estimated £15 billien 1o manage (Woodland Trust).
The loes af ash trees from our laindscape will have a devastating
impact an the biodiversity of our wood|mnds, a5 wall 25 5 rmajor loss
i conneciions beabwesn hatwiais as we lose hedges and inatvidual
trees outside of woods. Mewry, Mounme and Dawn Cauncil will
continue to marbor ash trees on land we manage 1of disease and
potentiad aadth and satety imglicatons.

I Mevery, Mourme and Dewn, mised ashwoods can be found on
Fatham Mountain amnd in the Newcastie valleys.

FAR LEFT: Shisna, Tedlyrsons Fearit, Michas] Tayler
LEFT: Resd Sayuire
ABOWE: Bluehe!
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Trees
and
Woodland

Wet Woodlands

woodlands are dominated by willow, atder or downy birch
here is nawrnadly a varied horb layer consistent with this

Flio favours the growth of & wvarety of modses and livernworts
o Ty gf | AT Wt Wy | I ITa [
1t [ | § ind com n 3 11
and has de KL jnd I Ivmaunk

tigin datur grve [MNE) near 2 f
wis 1 izl low flag | v o atland plants
clominata i wincEr Ther clisnsd ¢ i
iRy tTTon s

Parkland

Parklang 5 4 spacial tvps ol woosdland that |8 untammon if
g il Th & e g idscames a I
I I Ll O ST FIrK 1 1
' k I v L | ktall e
] & LiE ik le Tarrine | 1
1E1El I SUT Lf 1FE I s aoT

LSS IR EErEfgily COmnMt NS SOemiE 01 The

larest trmes im Nartiaim eland. Vebaran Drees Cam si

CaviITy =-NESLINE DIr0s Suchs &% greal [l Bbies Tt spathog
Hichar, and bam owl for example, as waell a5 roosting

common pipistrelle bat and brow ng-eared bat. Dverall

Parkland s threatanad of in decinmg canaition

Exam al parkland in My B ariel Dicreny deilric

I Fan | F (1 1§ irk

Fuilie I ¥ D I ] 18 [l
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Threats to
our woodlands

Ourtrees and woodlands face a challenging
combination of pressures, including:

« Climate change

« |nappropnate development

= |nappropriate harvesting methods
= Pollution

« Attack from deadly tree disease and pests

Mewry, Mourmé &nid Doewn Detrict Coundll undérstand the

importance of planting natve trees and hedgemws, They ar
tad in tackling climate change and reducing biodisersity loss

acting as homes and natural corridors for wildiife, The Council

currenilly finalising a Tred Strategy for the distnct, whach
it s T dliredt Tutoire wodsdling slanting and man Eemenl
Bl i Bl =0 o[ sem Bt Al S B RAE ki) 1 e
MEWRY. Mourne and Lo RS only 3.58% w BAnNd Cover

te b sUFa oy 3 e inerease wondland cover aones T
histesct im line with U 139 By 2030 taigel. Council 5 S
af the impartance of conserangand prolecting edsting old

langs trees, Whiene these trees pesd to be replated, Council will

rEant Large ilaET i LeES winEre possile

Back to Agenda

T

'‘Northern Ireland ranks

badly as one of the least
wooded regions in Europe,
with just B.7% woodland
cover compared with the
European average of 37%. In
addition, almost 60% of out
woodland is in the form of

recent conifer plantations.”

target to increase
woodland cover to

13%

by 2030
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Trees
and

Woodland

Planting
Schemes

The council will continue towork in partnership with
husinedses, community groups and schools 1o plant
Tialira g ind hedgemows within Newry, Mourme
OV et E COunt R of Guthon ADOMNB
CE jained by Strangio deh and Lecale

AOME, have done a yearly give avwiy

of at least 10,4

LK

¥ i | 1 gty SifcsE 2015, Anothar prapect
M T, B 1 win D TieT Coundil Wik
n ARP Mawry i nf 2000 1 L 5
e il a5 pEto POl Fr [} itk

Native Tree Nursery
at Castlewellan

mid 3 I th n
FILIFS By [ ] @ ar Fnilla
AaurnE and Lawn LS L
The Furse | |
PEFTAn LT
the pro 1 1 1 L} I
L | lant and n

Back to Agenda
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Trees are our history and
our future. They define
our landscape. Newry,
Mourne and Down District
Council are committed to
protecting and expanding
our trees and woodlands.

>

B

Continue to develop the
native tree nursery at
Castlewellan Forest Park

Implement actions in

the Council Tree Strategy,
ncluding: Replacement of

old, diseased trees, and ensuring
o MM ImIETLIm :JE :_:"_:l".; native
species are usad aoross all

tree planting schemes

Work with local community
ETOUDS, DUSINeS5es and othar
stakeholders on creation of new
woodlands across the district

Continue with annual gkl
tree gredaway coordinated by the
ADNB"S tearms and Geopark staff
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Pollinators

It is almost impossible to over-emphasise the
important role that pollinators play in nature.
Pollinators include species such as bumblebees,
solitary bees, hoverflies and other insects.

All Ireland
Pollinator Plan (AIPP)

Mewry, Mourne and Down District Councll are
formal partners of the All-treland Pollinates
Plan (AIPPF) The All-ireland Podlinator Plan for
202-2025 5 a five-year road map that alms to
help bees, other pollinating insects, and gur
wider bindiversity,

insecis ane pollinators of 80% of all plant
spiecles in Europe, including most fruits, many
wagetables, and some biofuel crops (EFRA)
in Ireland, the pellinathon services provided
for ‘free’ by wild pollinators have an estimated
walue of €900 million to the Irish econamy
(EFA, research 2591). In the LK (and globally)
£&%0 million of crops are pollinatod annually
by bees, moths, butterflies, howerflies, flies
and eethes {The Wildlife Trustsh

Hewry, Moorne and Down district
councll has been working with DI
Roads to plant native wildflowers at
suitable roadside verges across the
district Thess sites will become part
of our |-.-'.'.'|I-_"..':g EI0ES ano We - alim [0
continue to work in part I':-'.'f!!'lli.'- it
daliver actlon for Pallinatars and
other inveriebrates

HHT: Comman Candei BosElebee, Huill Wiged

Rewilding Newry,
Mourne and Down

Mewry Moume and Down District Council
began a new initiatnve n 2020 1o ‘re-wild'
areas across the district. This project involves
Improing Councs owned gresnspaces fiar
waaldlife by either changing the grass mowing
regime of through planting native wildfhosers,
shiulbs and trees

By leaving areas of grass wncut, plants already
present in the soll have the chance to grow
and bloom, providing food and shelter for
important pollinators and other wildiife

This methed has been carred out in some

of our I.1.rgi-:-r parks such as Kilbroney Park in

Rostrevor and Islands Park in Newcastle,

Back to Agenda
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Newry, Mourne and Down

District Council will continue to

improve our district for pollinators

and other invertebrates

“If the bee disappeared off the
surface of the globe, then man would
have only four years of life left.”
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[nvasive
Species

Invasive alien species are defined
as non-native animals, plants, or
pathogens whose introduction or
spread has been caused by human
activity. In some cases, invasive
species arrive here accidentally,
on our vehicles or belongings, but
in many cases, they have been
intentionally introduced, as plants

Invasive species pose

a significant threat to

our native wildlife and
the functioning of our
ecosystems. The estimated
annual cost of invasive
species to the economies
of Ireland and Northern

Back to Agenda

Ireland is over €261 million.

(Kelly ot al, 2013 report)

in our gardens, or as pets,

Legislation

The Wikdlife Crder (M) 1985 reduires all
fandowners to prevent the spread of key
Invastve Allen speckes on thair land. Article
15 of this legiskation states it is an offence
ta introddece, grow in the wilkd, allow to
escape info the wild, any species of plant
lssted under Schedule 5, part 1l of the order,

Listed species include Japanese Knotweed,

Himalayan Balsam and Giant Hogweed,

The Wildlife and Natumal Environment
Act (Northem Ineland) 200, introduced
new provisions and amended the Wildlife
(Morthemn Ireland) Crder 1985 to reflect
the increasing 's.lgnil'u;anl_'l:'- of protecting
Morthem ireland’s bicdversity,

The bvwasive Allen Species (Enforcement
and Permitting) Order (I} 2019 brought
further sanctions for the introduction

antd convtrod of Invasive Allen Species, A
list of 66 Widely Spread Species of Union
Concem is inclded within the Crder,
which landowners are legally obliged to
put management measures in place for,
Species listed include grey squirreds and
giant hogweed. More information on each
species and their distnbutson can be found
on the invasive Species Morthern Iredand
WSt WAL MIVGES VB S PR CiR i Conuk
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Raising
awareness
and education

Raising awareness of the importance of

i
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=
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H =
=

biodiversity and a healthy environment
both internally within Council and externally
among schools and the local community is a

key element of the Biodiversity Strategy.

Biodiversity Education
at Schools

My, Wodemme and Dawn Chatndt Council
iviers bhodiversity education te leca
NOOHS RNTOUEN The Louncil Dol ivarsity

Jthicer and the Bing of Gullion and

Strangtond and Lecade ADMNBES team

Eco-Schools prugramme

Every school in Mewry, Moume and Dow
District Coun irea i I 1
5 % PrOErAmin 1 PROr AT
""" fed by K Ml witifu
r ideal way for laste AR e il
WAlE L Life 30k, Larik
oy L[] [T15) e Tt Yy Al
| £ el TIFT 1 1
fd BT WL splet 15K 1
e charmgpe-ma o
| tabhy nciable wiarld

iR T I :I::..Ill.h..-:_:l.l:“;::‘!I-:I:: rl:u;.l."'l I. - I'. I -I:_, g
Eco-Schools ‘ imale Ao srd tdoorioning,
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Educating the public
on biodiversity issues

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council
use interpretation panels, information
leaflets, workshops and training days to
educate members of the public and relevant
stakeholders about key environmental issues,

WiSe Training Events and
Scheme Awareness Raising

WWiSe o The LIK s nationas tralmng scheme Thie Council runs a setees of biodivers by End afvenonimentad
formin mising Sisturance 10 mafne LB fmEL) EVEnEs TRPGREOUT THhE yaar ROSTEE Oy e By arsatsy
wildlifie. Tho waters aroumnd our district Cifficer Ring of Gulbon and St '|:.;\_-:.".||.E:||.|| L ate SN B teames
are home 1o a fantastic wareby of maring &% wsad as the tosirsm degartrment

wildlifie, whethar visibie from the shors

or froem a boat. Howeser, these wild cvents inchide big butterfly counts, bat walks, coastal sctivities,
anemnats are vulnerable 1O desturbance and 1od sguirre] days. Other citizen sclenoe’ sve 15, Whore

if not encountered in a wildlife safe migmbeErs of the pieblic undertase scsentific Wk, a0e onEanisedl
way. Strangfond and Lecabe AOME stafi in partnershipwith professional sclentists and erganications
coordinate WiSe trameng days Tor relevant such as CEQaR {Cenire for Envvirommental Data and Be ordingl
stakehobders, Inchueding boat operaton raining memibsers of the public in species 1D and recording is a
And recreational users of thae :l'lll_'lil 1nil wital tool in man torng popuiations ana Geciding on whiethe
our magsine and coastal habitats actian is meeded 1o recover or control the PO
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Raising
awareness
and education

Promoting Biodiversity

Biodiversity is promoted through the Council website,
eLearning platform, internal council newsletters and emails.
Press releases and social media channels are used to highlight
specific events as and when they occur.

The use of interpretation panels and signage to raise
awareness of a particular project, habitat, or species, 15

another vital tool in educating the public about biodiversity.

Ll &
“? .1.11'- _." . -

Castlewellan
Forest Park Biohlitz

= Eer e s
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Continue t

When people connect

with nature and

understand the role it

plays in improving our

health and wellbeing,

they are more inclined

to want to protect it. R AR

Continue t
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Monitoring and Reporting

Monitoring and evaluating the
implementation of the Biodiversity

Strategy and associated Action Plan
is extremely important.

Newry, Mourne and Down
Council recognises the need
for adapting to changes

in the wider strategic and
legislative environment
relating to biodiversity.

The intemal Action Plan associated with this
strabegy will be reviewed and updated as
approprigte inresponse to naw strategies
and legislation developed

Perfarmance outoomes mdluding nuembers
of native trees planted and hectares of
SpEciEs el meddow Created and mairtainsd
tor example, will be réported on annualiy,
Goth atermally and extermally o felevant
slakeholders. Councd will alsao review the
fRSoEnoes requantd 1o deliver on our achons
annually and seek external funding and

S OO when requiresd Actesns will also be
ugdated as and when additional partnershig
and r1:f'-.’:||'l|_'.'; MO Limes ansa,

LEFT: Castibraggh fradm Guillon
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Appendix 1

Designated Sitos

There are cver 20 designated sites of
rejgicnal, mational, and intesnational
importance in the Newry, Mourne
and Diown area containing a range of
important habitats and species,

Special Protection Areas (SPAs)

I 1975, UM member states including
the United Kingdom, sdopted The
Birds Directive which aimed to protect
alll Ewrogean bind species. These sites
deamed important for hreeding,
overwintening and migrating birds are
desipnated as Special Protection Areas
(5Pas). There are theee SPAs designated in
the district: Carlingford Lough, Killough
Bay and Stranglord Lough,

Special Areas of Conservation (SAC)

In 1942 the Evropean Union also adopbed
a dimective on the conservation of natural
habitats and of wild flar and fauna,

often called The Habstats Directive, This
respuired all member states, mcluding the
LIE, to designate a series of Special Areas
of Conservation (SACs) to protect some of
the rarest or seniously threatened habitats
and species in a European context.

Tharre are eleven 540 within the district
inchiding Lecale fens, Murlough and
Rostrevor wood,

Sites designated under both directives
for thesr conservation interest ane often
known as ‘Matura 2000° sites, In 19495,
the ELU Habitats Directive was transposed
infe 3 Morthem treland legislation as

the Conservation (Natural Habitats etc.)
Regulations (Morthern Ireland) 1995

[as amended), This legislation provides
protection for our most vulnorablie

habitats and species. Despete the LK
auiting the EU, the level of protection
to our habitats and species in the wider
countryside and in our protected amas
will remain unchanged,

Ramsar Sites

Ramsar sites are wetlands of international
impoartance, listed under the Ramsar
coivention, whese signatomes ane
required to consenae sach areas through
the highest ferm of protection. A wetland
is defined as an area of marsh, fen,
peeatland, or water, whether natural, or
artificial, permanent, or temgorary, with
wistor that is static or fipwing, fresh,
brackish, or salt and including areas of
imtertidal marine watee. Thene ane fgur
Ramsar sites in the district, incheding
Turmennan and Killowgh Bay.

Areas of Special

Scientific Interest (ASS51s)

AS551s are sites of special intennst
designated under the Emanonmendt
{Horthem Intland] Crder 2002 (a5
amended), AS51s ane areas of land that
e been identified through a scientific
survey as being of the highest degree of
conservation value, based on their flora,
fauna and geological or physiographical
features. They have a well-defined
eapneiary and by and large nemain in
private awnership. There are Gixty-1vwo
ASSls within the District, Habitais
range from species rich grasstands at
Levallyrnone and Tullyratty, Lo fens at
Turmennan and Ballycam, heathland at
Sheve Gullion and the Eastern Maurnes
and running and standsng freshwater at
Shiring River and Lurgan Laugh,

Back to Agenda

Marine Conservation Zonas (MCZs)
Marine Conservation Zenes (MC2s)

arg designated under the Marine Act
[{Morthem ireland) 2013, The designation
of MC2s seeks to safegeard vulnerablp
or unique habitats and species of
natignal impartance in the Horthern
Ireland inshore region [within 12 miles

of the coast), MCZs form part of the M
Madine Protected Netvwork (Marine SPa,
SAC, Rarmaar and ASSIE There may be
circwmstances where MCT sites fully or
partially awerlap with other dedignations,
but this will be to protect diffement
features, There are currently two MC24
designated within the District, Strangford
Lough and Camfinglend Lough.
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Appendix 2

Newry, Mourne and Down
District Council’s biodiversity
work in the Geopark and Areas
of Outstanding Natural Beauty

Thas sactian provides informal o on the
ranagement for Ring of Gullion and Strangfosd &
Lecale Areas of Outstanding Matural Beauty (ADMNEBs)
and Strangford Lough, Murlough, and Carlingfoed
L|_||_|l_;|| Karine Protectod Aneas (M PASH wHThen The
Mourme Guition Strangford Geopark through Mewry,
Morme and Dawn Detnct Council's Emnranment

Fuimad

The vaniows partnerships mvolved are comrmitbed
toachiewing measurable emironmental outcames
The focus i on fultlling envirermental obligations
outhned invarious stralegies, policies, and
legislation Mewry Mourne and Down Destrict Council
deliver the actions for this emnvironment lund for

The Ring of Gullsa snd Stranghond & Lecale A0NBS,
abong wilh the Strangtord Lough, Murlough, and
Carlngriaond Lough MPAS

Back to Agenda

Enhancing Wellbeing
Through Healthy Landscapes:

1. Creating environments that contribute
to the overall wellbeing of communities.

2. Establishing places where people
aspire to live, work, and visit.

Positive Sub-regional
Environmental Impact:

1. Implementing initiatives with positive
environmental effects at a sub-regional level.

2. Contributing to the overall health
and vitality of the areas we manage.

Community Involvement
and Support:

1. Securing substantial funding from two
local authorities to support our initiatives.

2. Engaging volunteers in project delivery
to foster a living, working landscape
cherished by all.



03301374000
info@nmandd.org
www.newrymournedown.org

ﬂ facebook com/nmdoouncil
x w.comfnmadcouncil

Qifig an ldir Qifig Dhin Phdraig

Mewry Office Downpatrick Office

Linit 19 Greenbank Ind. Est. Downshire Civic Centra

Rarmpart Rel Dioweshinge Extate, Ardglass Road
Mewry BT34 20U Downpatrick BT30 6G0)

an Iair, Mhuarn agus an Duin

Back to Agenda
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NMDDC Biodiversity Strategy
Action Plan 2024-2030

Comhairle Ceantair

an [uir, Mhurn
agus an Duin

Newry, Mourne

and Down
District Council
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Background
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council is working to embed biodiversity across all

relevant operations, ensuring that we play our role in enhancing biodiversity through
our everyday functions. With the development of this Biodiversity Strategy Action
Plan, the Council aims to provide leadership and best practice examples for others.
To guide our work over the coming years we will focus on the five key areas of the
biodiversity duty;

« The protection of biodiversity

« The maintenance of biodiversity

+ Enhancing biodiversity

= Restoring biodiversity

« Promoting the understanding of biodiversity both within and outside the

organisation

The Biodiversity Strategy will guide the protection and enhancement of biodiversity
across Newry, Mourne and Down District over the next 6 years. The realistic,
achievable plan will focus mainly on Council managed estate, but opportunities for
partnership working will be explored and developed.

To ensure Council meets our biodiversity commitments and delivers on the
biodiversity duty, we will focus action on 5 key themes. These over-arching themes
will allow for biodiversity management options to be implemented across a range of
habitat types. The themes will be:

Protecting our priority habitats and species
Trees and woodland

Pollinators

Invasive species

Raising awareness and education

Back to Agenda
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Protecting our priority habitats and species

Ref
Number

1.1

Action/Target

Continue to deliver the Ring of Gullion and

Strangford and Lecale AONB Management
Plans

= Source external project funding where
required

Who

ADNB/Geopark Ongoing
staff, Grounds
Maintenance staff

ADNB/Geopark  Ongoing

Back to Agenda

Performance
Measure

Number of

actions/projects
successfully delivered

External funding
secured to continue
implementation

1.2

Continue to work in partnership with
stakeholders to deliver the Mourne Gullion
Strangford (MGS) UNESCO Global Geopark
Masterplan

Geopark Staff and Ongoing
relevant

stakeholders

(listed in MGS

Action Plan)

Currently being Programme milestones
finalised achieved.
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Protecting our priority habitats and species

Ref Action /Target Who Performance
Number Measure
Completed annual
« Maintain an updated management Geopark Manager Annually reviews
plan for the Geopark, reviewed
annually.
1.3 Access funding streams such as PEACEPLUS  Programmes unit  Ongoing Ongoing Funding received and
to deliver biodiversity and conservation action  staff, Biodiversity conservation/
across the district. x projects successfully
AONB/Geopark completed
staff
1.4 Ensure all capital projects taking place Capital Projects Ongoing Ongoing Assessments and
on/near protected habitats or species are staff relevant surveys
appropriately assessed. completed and
considerad prior to
projects taking place.
« Carry out mitigation when required Maintenance Ongoing Replacement and
e.g. Black Guillemot nest boxes staff, Biodiversity new boxes to be
erected at Annalong Harbour after Officer placed by February Boxes successfully
works to repair the wall filled in 2025 ahead of placed on harbour walls
nesting holes. nesting season for returning Guillemots
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Protecting our priority habitats and species

Ref Action/Target Who When Status Performance
Number Measure
1.5 Promote awareness of one flagship species or  Biodiversity Annually Ongoing Mumber of social media
habitat annually. Engage practical actions Officer, pasts and/or practical
staff completed.
1.6 Maintain existing service level agreements Head of Product  Ongoing Ongoing SLAS renewed
(SLAs) with the Mourne Heritage Trust (MHT)  Development and imﬂral-;d'-'ﬂ;% agreement
: g Visitor annually a
to continue to Eﬁr habitats and i s ADHBIG?aupar‘rc i
g i Geopark/AONB when required)
staff
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Trees and Woodland

Ref Action/Target Performance

MNumber Measura

2.1 Finalise Tree Strategy, which includes a plan of Grounds September  Ongoing Final Tree Strategy
action to increase tree cover across the district  Maintenance 2023 ratified by Council
in line with the 13% by 2030 target Manager

Implement actions in Tree Strategy, including;

= Replacement of old, diseased trees, Grounds Ongoing # of trees planted
and sustainable tree planting projects,  Maintenance Staff (including % native
ensuring a minimum of 90% native afﬂ hh;llverﬂw
species are used. friendly).

* Work with local community groups, Maii En' henm“ staff, ¥ of plateid
businesses and other stakeholders on  AONB/Geopark i oy s
creation of new woodlands across the  staff, DEA bﬁmcl 'I:: ndl itk
district. Coordinators, oo i

» Continue with annual public tree Biodiversity Applications £y nding dependent ;l";fgﬂnc
giveaway coordinated by the AONBs ~ Officer, MHT and  open Nov :
and Geopark staff others. 2024,

' planting in
e TS # of local
provenance trees

» Development of a tree nursery in grown in the tree
Castlewellan Forest Park, growing local nursery and used

2023 for planting

prevenance species.
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Trees and Woodland

Ref Action/Target Performance
MNumber Measura
Castlewellan staff
= Continue working on a heritage tree # of heritage trees
project with partners across Ireland. planted
Ongoing
Grounds
maintenance staff
2.2 Manage existing Council woodland sites for Ongoing
biodiversity.
Maintenance staff, Record of
= Before carrying out any ground works  Biodiversity survey/checks
or tree felling, make sure to survey the  Officer, completed.
area for protected species e.g. ADNB/Geopark
badgers, bats etc Staff # of bat boxes
+ Erect and maintain bat boxes in erected.
suitable woodland/parkland sites, near
rivers, canals and other water bodies.
» Extend the ‘rewilding initiative® into
suitable parkland/woodland sites to
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Trees and Woodland

Ref Action/Target Performance
Number Measure
improve the habitat for pollinators and # and area of
other invertebrates. meadows created
and managed.

2.3 Continue with removal of invasive species from Grounds Annually Ongoing Annual
Council owned/managed woodlands to allow  Maintenance Staff management
regeneration of native woodland flora. programme

completed

2.4 Finalise Local Climate Adaptation Plan, which Sustainability March 2025 Ongoing Published Climate
will include targets to increase woodland cover  Officer Adaptation Plan.
across the district.

2.5 Develop a native planting leafiet, to be Biodiversity Ongoing Ongoing # of leaflets posted
included into the receipt at application stage of Officer, Building out to applicants.
new builds to encourage residents to plant ~ Control staff
native trees and hedges
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Pollinators
Ref Action/Target Performance
Number Measure
3.1 Continue as an official partner of the All- Biodiversity Yearly Ongoing Actions reported
Ireland Pollinator Plan (AIPP) by promoting Officer, Grounds annually to AIPP,
their messages and improving Council owned  Maintenance Staff,
greenspace for pollinators. AONB/Geopark
staff
3.2 Continue to roll out the ‘rewilding initiative’ Grounds Ongoing Ongoing # and area of
across the district with the aim of increasing Maintenance Staff, rewilding sites
species-rich meadow habitat (ensuring seeds  Biodiversity created and
used are native and of local provenance). Officer, managed for
ADNB/Geopark pollinators.
Staff
3.3 Reduce the frequency of amenity grassland Grounds 2024 # and area of sites
cutting per year at selected sites, particularty  Maintenance Staff, where reduced
during No Mow May (Use signage to raise MHT mowing has been
awareness that area is being managed for implemented.
pollinators).
3.4 Work in partnership with Dfl to manage key Grounds Ongoing Ongoing # and area of
roadside verges for poliinators Maintenance Staff, roadside verges
Biodiversity managed.
Officer, Dfl
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Pollinators
Ref Action/Target Performance
Number Measure
3.5 Reduce and phase out the use of Peat on Grounds Annually Ongoing Peat usage phased
Council owned land by 2025 in line with the NI  Maintenance Staff out by 2025.
Peatland Strategy.
3.6 Reduce the quantity of pesticides used on Grounds Ongoing Ongoing % reduction from
Council managed land. Maintenance Staff baseline taken in
2019,
. s # and area of sites
= [Identify and declare pesticide free that are pesticide
zones (protected and natural habitat frae
sites etc.) )
3.7 Participate in and promote citizen science Biodiversity Annually Ongoing # of schemes
pollinator recording schemes e.g., Big Butterfly  Officer, participated in and
Count, Flower-Insect Timed Count, Bumblebee AONB/Geopark promaoted annually.
recording scheme. Staff
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Invasive Species

Ref Action/Target Performance
Number Measure
4.1 Continue with removal of known invasive plant Grounds Annually Ongoing Control programme
species from Council owned/managed sites. Maintenance Staff, completed annually.
AONB/Geopark
staff, Biodiversity
Officer
4.2 Provide invasive species identification, control,  Biodiversity Biennially Ongoing # of staff trained.
and management training to relevant Council ~ Officer, NIEA,
staff. Grounds

» Continue to record/map invasives on Capital projects

Council owned land staff, GIS Officer

4.3 Ensure Council fulfil their requirements under  Grounds 2024 Ongaing # of culled greys
the Invasive Alien Species (Enforcement and ~ Maintenance Staff, onwards recorded.
Permitting) Order NI 2019 e.g. control of grey W"E?Lﬁ?ﬁ I
squirreis and reporting to NIEA. sqmuil i:ané groups.

4.4 Highlight invasive species week in May avery Biodiversity Annually Ongoing # Social media
year, focussing on the themes chosen for that  Officer, Marketing posts and PR.
year.

4.5 Continue to provide advice to members of the  Biodiversity Officer Ongoing Ongoing # Requests for
public on invasive species and their control. information on

Tascomi.
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Raising Awareness and Education

Back to Agenda

Ref Action/Target Performance

Number Measure

5.1 Organise an annual programme of Council led  Biodiversity Yearly Ongoing # of bicdiversity
Biodiversity related events. Officer, AONB and related events held

Geopark staff, annually.
Tourism staff

5.2 Encourage participation in nationwide citizen Biodiversity Annually Ongoing # of citizen science
science wildlife projects and engage the public  Officer, schemes promoted
in biodiversity recording and awareness e.g.  ADNB/Geopark through events and
Big garden birdwatch, Big butterfly count etc. o sock] medk.

53 Educate the public and relevant stakeholders  AONB/Geopark Annually Ongoing # attending training
about wildlife disturbance through use of staff, Biodiversity workshops
interpretation panels, leaflets and training Officer
workshops e.g. WiSe scheme

5.4 Continue to provide biodiversity educational Biodiversity Officer Ongoing Ongoing # of school site
visits/workshops to schools on request as part visits and _
of their Eco-schools programme. ﬂ"kﬂ‘“ﬁ carried

55 Continue to inform the public where land is Biodiversity Ongoing Ongoing # of signs and PR.
being managed for biodiversity using Officer, Grounds

Maintenance Staff,
Marketing
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Raising Awareness and Education

Ref
Number

Action/Target

interpretive signs, social media, and press
releases,

Back to Agenda

Performance
Measura

part of the Geopark to coordinate a
conservation volunteer programme.

5.6 Raise awareness of biodiversity and relevant Biodiversity Ongoing Ongoing # of social media
priority habitats and species both internally Officer, posts, PR and
among staff and externally through AONB/Geopark newsletter articles.
newsletters, social media, PR and events e.g. S
Red squirrel conservation, bats and
development, red kites, peatlands etc

5.7 Encourage the public to get involved in Biodiversity Ongoing Ongoing # of volunteers
practical activities and habitat restoration Officer, annually.
projects to increase the numbers of our ﬂ%ﬂ
priority species, £
Recruit a Volunteer and Outreach Officer as 2024 Completed
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Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030 Public Consultation Report

Introduction
This report presents the findings of an online public consultation conducted by DTNI for
Mewry, Mourne and Down Council’s Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030. The purpose of this

survey was to gather insights regarding the community’s thoughts about the aims and focus
of the strategy, and to collect feedback on the areas prioritised by the community.

Methodology
The survey consisted of nine guestions. The survey was hosted on the Speak NMD online

platform, and distributed through social media. The consultation ran from Friday 1st
December 2023 to Friday 9th February 2024.

Respondent Demographics
Total respondents during live window: 38

Answering as: The majority of respondents answered as a ‘Person living in NI,
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Survey Findings and Analysis

1. Biodiversity Protection Sentiment
Question: Flease tell us how important protecting biodiversity is to you

Response: From 1 for ‘Not at all important’ to 5 ‘Extremely important’
0: 0%

25:0%

50 0%

75:2.94%

100 : 97.06%

5

15
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Analysis:

The overwhelming majority of respondents (97.06%) rated the importance of protecting
biodiversity as "Extremely important’ (rating of 5). This indicates a strong sentiment within the
community towards the significance of biodiversity preservation. The high percentage of
respondents giving the highest rating suggests a widespread recognition of the critical role
biodiversity plays in ecological health, human well-being, and the sustainability of
ecosystems. This level of importance attributed to biodiversity protection highlights a clear
mandate for the council to prioritise initiatives that conserve and enhance local biodiversity
in its strategy.
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1. Strategy Aims

Question: Do you agree with the three aims of this strategy?
Response:

Yes: 84.85%

Mo: 15.15%

-

15

Ho You
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Question: If you disagree with the proposed aims of the Biodiversity Strategy, please tell us
why

Response:

“We do not have a rich biodiversity. It is greatly degraded by human activity. We do have
remnants of unique species populations and communities and diverse habitats’

‘Regarding your planting of wildflowers for pollinators, the images you have used appear to
be non-native wildflowers from wildflower seeds packets, which serve nowhere near the
same role as our native wildflowers”

‘Reducing mowing, introducing yellow rattle seed and allowing meadows to naturally form is
what should be done here. There is a plethora of information from experts in this matter and
| hope | don't see cornflower/poppy seed mixes being used in the council in an attempt to
greenwash road sides quickly and cheaply!”

‘If you need more advice contact experts’

I'm less than confident that local ownership will always result in decisions to put biodiversity
first’

1. Much of our biodiversity is threatened rather than rich. The Council has accepted quite
rightly that there is a biodiversity crisis interacting with the climate crisis. 2. ..... and of the
threats to it. 3. Local ownership is too vague and ambiguous. Does it mean legal ownership?
Probably not in most cases’

| think it should be more than local ownership. The Council and Government Bodies such as
Forest Service own a lot of land across the district and they could be doing a lot more in
regards planting native species at each site and reducing felling/mowing at each site’

‘They are limited in scope and not ambitious enough for the climate and biodiversity crisis.
There should be provision for emergency action and funding, especially in light of the flooding
in the District. The Council itself needs to be reformed to prioritise these aims, and lose its
corporate focus and neoliberal economic approach to management of finances’



Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 3 Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030 Public Consultati...

This is a Biodiversity Strategy, although it seems to be a continuation of the previous Local
Biodiversity Action Plan. The key aim of this strategy should be to halt the loss of biodiversity
in the Newry Mourne and Down area. In the recent State of Mature Report 2023, NI ranks as
the 12th worst country in the world in terms of biodiversity loss. To halt and reverse this
decline will require ambitious targets, for which there ¢an be no excuse not to deliver. People
rely on nature for our survival and nature also has a right to exist. The one and only aim of
this strategy should be to help nature to recover. The other proposed aims of education and
local ownership are means to an end, they should not be the purpose of this document and
its subsequent actions’
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Analysis:

The majority of respondents (84.85%) agree with the three aims outlined in the Biodiversity
Strategy. This indicates a general alignment between the proposed aims and the sentiments
of the community. However, the minority who disagreed provided valuable insights that
warrant attention.

Several respondents expressed concerns about the strategy's focus on local ownership and
education, suggesting that these aspects may not adequately address the urgent need to
protect biodiversity. Criticisms included the perception that the aims were not ambitious

Back to Agenda
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enough to tackle the biodiversity crisis effectively and that they lacked specific measures for
emergency action and funding.

Moreover, respondents highlighted the importance of using native species in conservation
efforts and cautioned against the use of non-native wildflowers. They emphasised the need
for more ambitious targets to halt and reverse biodiversity loss, especially given the area's
current ecological challenges.

3. Additional Aims
Question: Are there any additional aims you feel should be included within the strategy?
Response:

Yes: 60%
MNo: 406

5

LE, ]

Question: If you answered yes, please provide details

Response:

Back to Agenda
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To work in partnership with neighbouring authorities to protect and manage biodiversity
where bioregions are spread over administrative boundaries’

‘Restoration of lost biodiversity'

‘Do not ignore the aguatic environment. Councils can lobby DAERA and other relevant
departments to ensure they meet their statutory responsibilities as well as address the
aspirations of people in NMD"

The ploughing up of the countryside around Warrenpoint and its coastline for housing. More
protection is required’

I think there needs a plugged for carbon natural on all council buildings and vehicles’

‘Regarding litter issues which are rampant around Newry, opportunities to allow people to
attend litter-picking sessions coupled with environmental education would be beneficial for
BVEryome’

‘Protection of species and their habitats must come before considerations such as developing
tourism. One example of retrograde steps by NMD council is the current attempt to run a
gondola up to Thomas Quarry and put a restaurant there. It shows total disrespect for our
natural heritage as well as being a massive waste of money that could be used to much greater
benefit of both locals and visitors’

‘Show people the benefit of planting wasteland with flowers and shrubs and how to even
grow some vegetables to reduce carbon footprint on importation and seasonal options of veg.
| feel connecting by growing something is a huge way to make people appreciate nature”

‘Mowed grassland on council property should be converted to wildflower meadows’

To give full weight to the climate and biodiversity crises in all council decisions relating to
biodiversity’

"Working in partnership with other public bodies (eg forestry service) to ensure consistency’
‘Partnership with other public bodies”
The use of weed killers and other chemicals on roads and parks. NONE of these are safe for

our bees and pollinators. Not even herbicides have been proven to affect both honey and
bumblebees. 5o | believe that the council should find other ways. Remembering weeds are
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wildflowers. Also need protection for the mountain goats whose numbers have dropped
dramatically and in some places disappeared’

To improve the biodiversity in the district. Helping groups to provide food and shelter for
species to improve the biodiversity in the area’

‘Climate emergency planning, Just Transition planning, council reform to prioritise
environmental justice, green representatives and net zero within Council buildings, Planning
Reform, agricultural management reform, sewage management’

Focus on how sustainable and active transport can help reduce climate change and increase
biodiversity by reducing pollution. We need far better infrastructure to move away from car
usage’

‘Specific projects with defined timeline eg. creation of bee friendly environments. The
strategy is vague in areas and specifics’

This is more an observation of what has not been mentioned.. the Gateway project of the
gondola in Donard Park. Have you come to your senses and realised it was a ridiculous idea
in the first place. Or, is it still on the cards and to be done while drawing as little attention to
it as possible? If that be the case, | have to ask what vested interests are being served, because
it does not fit with anything you have stated in the draft strategy!’

"We would suggest that given the Council's areas of responsibility, the aims of the strategy
should be: Protection of biodiversity, enhancement of biodiversity, restoration of biodiversity
and managing the threats to biodiversity and a final aim of raising awareness and involvement
of local people and visitors to the district’

Back to Agenda
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Analysis:

The survey results indicate a considerable proportion of respondents (60%) believe that
additional aims should be included within the biodiversity strategy. Their suggestions
encompass a broad range of concerns and priorities, reflecting the diverse perspectives within
the community regarding biodiversity conservation and management.

Several respondents emphasised the importance of collaboration and partnership with
neighbouring authorities and other public bodies to protect and manage biodiversity
effectively, particularly where regions span administrative boundaries. Restoration of lost
biodiversity also emerged as a significant theme, with respondents stressing the importance
of reversing ecological damage and preserving habitats threatened by development or
degradation. Concerns were also raised about specific environmental issues, such as littering,
habitat destruction due to urban expansion, and the use of chemicals harmful to pollinators.

Additionally, respondents highlighted the need for proactive measures to mitigate the

impacts of climate change, including climate emergency planning and the promotion of
sustainable and active transport options to reduce pollution and enhance biodiversity.

10
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4, Trees & Woodlands

Question: The strategy identifies trees and woodland as a key theme. Do you agree with the
proposed approach within the strategy for this theme?

Response:

Yes: 78.13%
Mo: 21.88%

11
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Question: If you disagree, please provide specific details

Response:

Trees are part of the answer recycling, new ways of working and no more impact on the
environment’

‘In general | like the approach but | think it should give stronger emphasis to protecting
veteran trees, Also, the importance of wide and high hedges of varied native species with
trees spaced along them should be highlighted, as corridors of connectivity between
woodlands”

‘Heathland, bogs, meadows, wetlands and coasts deserve attention as well as trees’

‘It's hard to judge without seeing the Tree Strategy. It would be better if some of the actions
from the tree strategy could be listed in the biodiversity strategy. How will the Council work
with partners? Will they provide resources such as staff, funding for trees, mapping of areas
to target to plant trees, farm plans, etc???77 Is there a target for how many trees will be
grown at the tree nursery. Are the plans to use the learning from the Islands Park project in
other parts of the District? How long is the project in Islands Park?’

12
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There's not sufficient focus on protecting ancient oak trees. Non-native trees should not be
used for afforestation projects’

There needs to be much more emphasis on retaining existing trees and woodland. Scientific
studies reported in New Scientist and elsewhere constantly record the dire effects of losing
existing habitat and the failure of most replanting. Yet | witness Council wilfully destroyving
trees and woodland and planning projects such as the Mourne Gateway which will lead to
that destruction. It also constantly approves planning applications that involve removal of
trees and hedges, that are either not replaced, or are replaced by species of little biodiversity
benefit. In what | have witnessed, Council appears to have very poor knowledge of the
biodiversity value of different trees and hedging plants, as in their destruction of hawthorns
in a hedge in our village and retention of sycamores’

"Woodlands are only one of many important habitats within the District. There are some
habitats that are much more rare and fragile. While we would agree with the inclusion of
trees and woodland within the strategy, some of NI's most important designated sites occur
here. They include Eastern Mournes SAC, Western Mournes ASSI, Slieve Gullion 5AC, Lecale
fens SAC, Murlough ASSI and SAC and Strangford Lough SAC. Important habitats include
peatlands, estuarine habitats, species-rich grassland, rocky shores, dry upland heath, fens and
sand dune systems, etc. All of these habitats should be included, not just trees and woodland.
In addition, the actions described in the draft strategy are very unambitious. Council plays a
key role in protection of habitats through its role in Planning, which has potential to affect all
of the habitats in the district’

13
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Question: Are there any other actions you feel should be included for trees and woodland?
Response:

Yes: 50%
MNao: 508
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Question: If you answered yes, please provide details

Response:

To plant trees and other native wildlife plants on not enly council land but partnering with
other landowners to create woodland belts and corridors’

'Encourage more community tree planting schemes. Especially with school groups. Tree
planting is a wonderful and fun outdoor activity for young people as well as being educational.
Physical benefits of being outdoors in fresh air as well as young people learning about the
importance of trees for all life’

‘It should be native trees’

“Wild flowers on all grass land that is not used for sport, link up with DFI to do same on all
grass verges’

Though | agree woodlands are a vital component that needs to be addressed, | am weary of
the council's previous use of non-native trees. There is no excuse for planting sycamore,
beech, maples or any other non-native trees when there are plenty of sources of indigenous
trees in the council, e.g. Rostrevor Oakwood. Additionally, tree planting should be a secondary

15
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response to habitat restoration. Allowing for the natural regeneration of woodland but
reducing grazing should be a priority. We need to see from the council plans on prioritising
natural regeneration on allotted land close to established native woodland., At every
opportunity, woodland should be allowed to naturally regenerate. Planting can supplement
the process’

‘Deer are eating young trees. Reintroducing predator species (former native wolves?) would
help. It might also deter a few of the lazy campers who leave mountains of trash and broken
bottles in our forests and mountains’

‘Don't destroy Donard wood by putting a useless gondola on it! Preserve the beautiful mature
trees there instead!’

"Work with farmers to encourage richer hedges and to plant woodland and scrub areas along
river banks to minimise slurry run-off into rivers’

Wider planting of native broadleaf food species eg. apples and hazels in council owned land’

‘Ongoing commitment to appropriate management of woodlands rather than just planting
new trees’

‘Mapping of the district to identify where planting of trees could increase connectivity of
habitats - develop a citizen science project to get community groups involved in the mapping.
Closer relationship with Forest Service in regards replanting of their forest to increase
biodiversity. Asking that their biodiversity targets are per forest rather than Forest Plans
which include a number of forests which is diluting their biodiversity targets across a large
area’

‘Increased investment. Focus on preserving and restoring ancient oaks'
"A litter management project that will support woodland accessibility’

‘Protect existing trees from manmade developments and construction including Donard
Park!

‘Protection of trees and woodland through use of Tree Preservation Orders (a Planning
function), production of a published list of existing TPOs and strong enforcement action for
breaches. There could be a whaole section on working with key stakeholders such as
landowners and Forest Service to ensure planting of native woodland and removal of
inappropriate planting on for example peatland sites and the use of non-native conifers.
Council should also use only native species in urban planting schemes and landscaping around

16
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Council facilities. A policy covering the management of existing woodland and parkland would
be very useful eg. through retention of deadwood for fungi and invertebrates’
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Analysis:

The survey results demonstrate a general agreement (78.13%) with the proposed approach
for trees and woodland within the biodiversity strategy. However, a notable minority raised
specific concerns, including the need for stronger emphasis on protecting veteran trees,
diversifying habitats beyond woodlands, and ensuring clarity on implementation and resource
allecation. Criticisms were also directed towards the perceived lack of ambition in proposed
actions and the potential negative impacts of non=native tree species. Respondents suggested
various actions to enhance trees and woodland conservation efforts, including community
tree planting schemes, promoting native species, collaborating with landowners, and
preserving existing trees through stronger enforcement measures and planning policies.
Incorporating these suggestions could bolster the strategy’s effectiveness and ensure a more
comprehensive approach to trees and woodland conservation in the area.

17



Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 3 Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030 Public Consultati... Back to Agenda

5. Pollinators & Other Invertebrates

Question: The strategy identifies pollinators and other invertebrates as a key theme. Do you
agree with the proposed approach within the strategy for this theme?

Response:
Yes: 93.75%
Mo: 6.25%

i
15

io

MHa a5

Question: If you disagree, please provide specific details

Response:
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‘Needs more detail about how the actions, etc. will be delivered from the All Ireland Pollinator
Plan. Will the Biodiversity Fund from the Council help with this? Will this be available until
203077

‘The approach is not radical enough. It is window dressing. There is no willingness to manage
farmland and planning in a way that will address this crisis’

farmland planning 2ddress
council avilable @Pproach
irelandway
windowplan 2030 pollinator
crisisdeliveredneeds radical
help fund biodiversity
manage willingness dressing

Question: Are there any other actions you feel should be included for pollinators and other
invertebrates?

Response:

Yes: 51.85%
Mo: 48.15%

19
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Question: If you answered yes, please provide details

Response:

'Plant pollinating plants on roadsides’

‘More butterflies and moths identification events liked guided walks over reserves to highlight
and educate people about their importance’

‘There neads to be resetting”

"Work with all community groups and schools to do more. Stop giving grants to businesses to
paint their buildings, open up more green spaces for people to use’

‘As mentioned before, not using store-bought non-native wildflower mixes’

They need vital habitat areas and food plants and insects to survive'

"Wild flower meadows’

20
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‘Roadside verges and many council areas should be managed as a mosaic of mainly self-
seeded native wildflower habitats. Herbicide spraying, except in the case of a few difficult
invasives, should be replaced by hand weeding if required. Use the money spent on chemicals
to pay seasonal workers instead’

‘A complete ban on glyphosate and neonicotinoids on all council owned land’

Zero tolerance on pesticide and herbicide use within the council. Spraying is a regular
occurrence and education within council staff should be a priority’

‘Mapping of where these projects are happening and where projects could be developed to
expand these areas for pollinators. Are there any plans to carry out more surveying of
pollinators in the area?”’

‘Plans to encourage the public to make their gardens biodiversity friendly. Encouraging the
Government to provide more provision in the CAP reform for the development of wildflower
meadows?

‘Banning pesticides’

‘Resources and funding for communities to create invertebrate corridors with native
shrubs/hedges and wildflowers. Removing pesticides like glyphosate. The establishment of
bee colonies’

‘Mot all invertebrates are pollinators but nonetheless provide vital functions to ecosystems.
There are many invertebrates that are NI Priority Species and these should be considered.
How the Council manages its own land is important. For example, the grass verges along the
Mewry Canal towpath are cut right in the prime season for native wildflowers. Council should
move to a cutting regime in August or September which allows the plants to flower and set
seed, The wide scale use of herbicide and pesticides should be stopped”

21
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Analysis:

The overwhelming majority of respondents (93.75%) expressed agreement with the proposed
approach for pollinators and other invertebrates within the biodiversity strategy. However, a
small percentage disagreed, citing concerns about the level of detail regarding
implementation and the perceived lack of radical measures to address the biodiversity crisis,
particularly in agricultural and planning practices.

Respondents who suggested additional actions for pollinators and other invertebrates
emphasised the importance of creating habitat corridors, promaoting native wildflowers, and
implementing bans on harmful pesticides, Suggestions included planting pollinator-friendly
plants on roadsides, organising identification events for butterflies and moths, and
encouraging community involvement in biodiversity-friendly gardening practices. Concerns
were also raised about the need for stricter regulations on pesticide use and the importance
of adopting cutting regimes that allow wildflowers to flourish along public spaces like grass
verges. These responses highlight the community's desire for more proactive measures to
support pollinators and other invertebrates and underscore the importance of integrating
these suggestions into the biodiversity strategy to enhance its effectiveness in protecting
these vital species.
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B. Invasive Alien Species

Question: The strategy identifies invasive alien species as a key theme. Do you agree with the
proposed approach within the strategy for this theme?

Response:
Yes: 80.66%
Mo: 10,34%
a0
15
a0
15
]
1
]
D ;
Mo Wi

23



Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 3 Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030 Public Consultati... Back to Agenda

105

Question: If you disagree, please provide specific details

Response;

‘Is there plans to carry out removal of invasive rhododendron and cherry laurel in other forest
parks? No mention of Grey Squirrels and its control in the district?”

‘Invasive alien species need to be banned and a concerted plan needs to rectify existing
problems but prevent new ones with radical action on a quicker timescale. The approach is
not radical enough’

“Invasive species are only one of many threats to biodiversity. We feal it would be more useful
to include more habitats and species as Themes and then include invasive alien species under
management or protection of biodiversity. Grey squirrels should be included in the list of
invasive species and actions taken to control them as they are a threat to our red squirrels’
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Question: Are there any other actions you feel should be included for invasive alien species?

Response;
Yes: 48%
Mo: 52%
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Question: If you answered yes, please provide details
Response:
To work with landowners public and private to clear Himalayan balsam, laurel and

rhododendrons from some our most special and natural habitats and to educate the public
and garden centres not to plant in gardens near these special areas’

‘Mo glyphosate’

They need to be removed immediately unlike what is happening now"
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‘Public invasive species removal events such as pulling Himalayan Balsam can be done to
engage people with species removal and nature recovery’

‘Additionally, targeting sources of invasives should be the priority. There are copious amounts
of ***** Knotweed around Newry Greenway. The Glen in Newry is also infested in cherry
Laurel and could be with the proper management, a lovely woodland walk within Newry'

"Publically available 5afe remowval procedures for invasive species that can be carried out by
anyone interested enough to part take’

‘Regular monitoring for invasive species to enable swift action!”

‘Educate citizens to the problems caused by grey squirrels and the significance in the return
of pine martens in saving the red squirrel population®

‘Be honest about the need to cull grey squirrels and other non native species’

‘Money made available for land owners or for council to carry out work to get rid of invasive
plants etc. on private land’

“Working with Red Squirrel Groups to control grey squirrels in the area’
‘Import restrictions within businesses and agriculture or forestry within the Council area’

‘Fines for anyone found to be responsible for their deliberate introduction’

26
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Analysis:

The majority of respondents (89.66%) agreed with the proposed approach for addressing
invasive alien species within the biodiversity strategy. However, a notable minority {10.34%)
expressed dissent, citing concerns about the level of detail regarding specific actions and the
perceived need for a more radical approach to tackle invasive species.

Respondents who suggested additional actions for invasive alien species emphasised the
importance of proactive measures such as targeted removal of invasive plants like Himalayan
balsam and rhedodendron, public engagement through removal events, and education
campaigns to raise awareness about the impact of invasive species. Suggestions also included
implementing impaort restrictions, providing funding for invasive species removal on private
land, and working collaboratively with red squirrel groups to control grey squirrel populations,

These responses highlight the community's recognition of the threat posed by invasive alien
species and the need for comprehensive strategies to mitigate their impact on biodiversity.

Incorporating these suggestions into the biodiversity strategy can enhance its effectiveness
in addressing invasive species and safeguarding native ecosystems.

7. Raising Awareness & Education
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Question: The strategy identifies raising awareness and education as a key theme. Do you
agree with the proposed approach within the strategy for this theme?

Response:
Yes: B6.67%
MNo: 13.33%

Ho Y

Question: If you disagree, please provide specific details

Response:

"A special objective would be to educate and work with farmers on the need for trees and
that climate mitigation needs trees on landscape and trees can help with livestock
management. Link to run off to our rivers and streams and increase in floods'

There should be a much greater emphasis on the council’s role in educating itself and the
population on the threats to biodiversity, A specific example would be the council’s publicity
so far in relation to the Gateway plan. Many councillors and officers have not shown a proper
awareness of the threats to habitats and biodiversity from a gondola from Donard Park to a
visitors” centre in the quarry. The climate crisis ought to rule out the increased traffic and CO2
which this plan intends to create’

28



Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 3 Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030 Public Consultati... Back to Agenda

110

‘Is there any plans to increase the resources in the Council to help raise awareness and
education eg. staff members?¥
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Question: Are there any other actions you feel should be included for raising awareness and
education?

Response:

Yes: 41.38%
Mo: 58.62%
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Question: If you answered yes, please provide details
Response:

There are lots of organisations and NGOs that do this well. Don't compete with each other
and manage resources for maximum impact’

The should be more education at all aur outdoor facilities”

"‘Specific workshops and sessions dedicated to certain wildlife groups such as pollinators,
trees, wildflowers etc. There are people in the area who can be hired to facilitate these.
Upscaling peoples’ 1D skills beyond bird-feeding workshops is vital to bolster community-wide
skills and knowledge about biodiversity’

‘Al councillors and relevant officers should read and pay careful attention to the
Mountaineering Ireland submission outlining the problems of the Gateway plan and
sustainable alternatives fitting a time of biodiversity and climate crisis. They should spend
time walking and familiarising themselves with the route of the gondola: Donard Park,
Demesne, the Glen River, the forest and the quarry itself’

‘Keep your own policies and practices up to date on your own website - the climate
"emergency” you declared appears to have led to one single meeting back in 2020 - where
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are all the rest of the actions and why have they not moved forwards. This should not be a PR
stunt about good intentions but a candid analysis of where we are and what we can do about
it’

‘Permanent free education opportunities within forest parks’

‘More citizen science projects for surveying of species. Working with landowners/ businesses
to identify biodiversity areas and improve them'

‘Sustainable Development Goals. Rights of Nature. UN Biodiversity Convention. A Citizens
Aszembly on Biodiversity Loss akin to that which took place in the Republic of Ireland”

‘Education would be better used for businesses and local developers. Along with policies that
insist on developers improving habitats around them and not doing harm to existing
ecosystems (mandatory swift boxes in all new developments, Like in county mayo)’

"Needs to be community and school engagement supported by local businesses’

‘Council should also seek to educate those whose actions can have a major effect on
biodiversity, for example, businesses, housing developers, etc.”’

sfunl waknii TR nup:urtumtlr.s . ‘mmargancy’ declaned
carafildl rowts park .
Lo upscaling i T il peoples
cilizen organisalionsid manages AR, i

officars dont { o] oy of 13 sustainabletim

MEsDUICE S

e education developers ..o

) glen
e local hh‘m:l e

communitywyide I
oskl s
analysis o i :,I is
spend I - N | . . B i } L+
a2l VFaYa iAW Eat L AW Bl
In“n“:r?ais i } B T N 4 e fi i e B el
Pt B S %t 1 B Yl B B B T W galewray
fitting :
meating  treas
wmamiesge WOTkShops
candid oubdoor ¥ 20 ehcol
e SKills
singhe compeis = =S E = domard
reople  actions policies forest climate sessions
dat
h:r:Ifcnﬂ'i rest wildilowers s pay proups wildlife read dedicatsd
™ quiarTy fiver demesnes alternatives mouniaineering

goeod appoars

31



Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 3 Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030 Public Consultati... Back to Agenda

113

Analysis:

While a significant majority of respondents (B6.67%) agreed with the proposed approach for
raising awareness and education within the biodiversity strategy, a notable minority (13.33%)
expressed dissent, citing concerns about specific aspects of the approach and suggesting
additional actions for consideration.

Critiques of the proposed approach included calls for a greater emphasis on educating
farmers about the benefits of trees for climate mitigation and landscape management, as well
as concerns about the lack of awareness among some council members regarding threats to
biodiversity, particularly in relation to specific development plans. Additionally, respondents
questioned whether sufficient resources were allocated to support education and awareness
initiatives within the council.

Respondents who suggested additional actions emphasised the importance of collaboration
with existing organisations and NGOs to maximise impact, expanding education initiatives at
outdoor facilities, and conducting specific workshops on wildlife groups. They also highlighted
the need for ongoing training and education for council members and officers, the
establishment of citizen science projects, and engaging businesses and developers in
biodiversity education and conservation efforts.
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8. Working with Partners

Question: The strategy identifies working with partners as a key theme. Do you agree with
the proposed approach within the strategy for this theme?

Response:

Yes: 83.33%
No: 16.67%

5

15

r]

No Wes
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Question: If you disagree, please provide specific details

Response:

There has been much great work done by the council, well listed in your draft. However the
concerns of the public have not been heeded and responded to in relation to the Gateway.
The Mational Trust has not agreed to its land being used and | think it should not and is not
likely to do so. This does not look like a good model of partnership working for the period
relevant to this draft strategy”

The approach needs to include workers and trade unions, as well as community groups, in a
coordinated Just Transition policy. Environmentally damaging business interests, especially
agribusiness, need to be confronted and not considered partners when they are actively
damaging the environment’

"Working with partners should not be isolated as a key theme, it should permeate throughout
the work of Council. Council should automatically be working with partners rather than
setting this as a target’
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Question: Are there any other actions you feel should be included for raising awareness and
education?

Response:
Yes: 36%
MNo: 64%
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Question: If you answered yes, please provide details
Response:

‘Please keep working in partnership as it's crucial to system change and do it strategically and
with good process. Partnership is good working together and not just regular meetings’

‘Better consultation with local people. For example, this consultation questionnaire is very
hard to find on the council website. A search in the search box does not find it

‘Publish both shared initiatives and points of disagreement so we can see where we stand.
Are the National Trust, the Mountaineering Council of Ireland and the Mourne Heritage Trust
partners? If not, why not? Do they agree with the Mourne Gateway plans? If not, why not?

‘Are their any PEACEPLUS projects getting developed for Biodiversity? Are there any plans
under the Shared Island theme? Are their links with the Biodiversity Officers in Louth and
Monaghan developed? What are the plans to develop more partnerships? Could there be
some avenue to work with partnerships and community groups to apply for funding - funding
workshops on how to develop a biodiversity project and where to get funding from it. How
do we link our partners with community groups to develop projects???”
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There is no mention of the Mourne Gateway Project which will have profound implications
for biodiversity on Slieve Donard. It must be scrapped. There needs to be action to prevent
pollution into the rivers and Irish sea”

"‘Working closely with NGOs like Friends of the Earth, Wildlife Trust, RSPB, Ulster Wildlife,
MNational Trust’

‘Conservation and sustainability certification/awards’
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Analysis:

While a significant majority of respondents (83.33%) agreed with the proposed approach for
working with partners within the biodiversity strategy, a minority (16.67%) voiced specific
concerns and suggestions for improvement. Criticisms included the need for more
responsiveness to public concerns, particularly regarding specific projects like the Mourne
Gateway, and the inclusion of workers, trade unions, and community groups in partnership
efforts. Some respondents also suggested that partnership working should be integrated
throughout all council activities rather than isolated as a key theme.

ar
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Suggestions for additional actions emphasised the importance of strategic and transparent
partnership working, better consultation with local communities, and the publication of
shared initiatives and points of disagreement. Respondents also proposed exploring potential
partnerships with organisations like the National Trust and the Mourne Heritage Trust, as well
as NGOs like Friends of the Earth and RSPB, to enhance biodiversity conservation efforts.
These responses underscore the community's recognition of the value of collaboration in
achieving biodiversity goals and highlight opportunities for enhancing partnership working to
maximise impact and transparency.

9, Additional Comments
Question: If you have any other comments to make about the strategy, please tell us here
Response:

‘I think local communities need to be very on board and finding ways to link with groups and
identify what is special and needs protected is vital’
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These strategies are all well and good but actions need to happen!’

There is no mention of upland areas, mountains, bog or similar upland areas in the strategy.
The mountains are an incredibly fragile environment and one of the main attractions for
people coming to the area. There needs to be (at the very least) acknowledgement of the
importance of the mountains within the council area. The Mournes are an AONB and need to
be protected and managed appropriately, with sufficient resources allocated”

‘Congratulations on some good work on biodiversity so far. Please take these comments as
supportive of your good intentions while wishing that overall the council would take more
seriously the climate and biodiversity crises’

‘Peat free compost!’

‘| don't see any reference to wetlands in the strategy? As stated, loss and fragmentation of
natural habitats is the greatest threat to biodiversity. As it is, funding targeting wetlands is
lacking. Should the council be doing more to raise awareness of its value and encouraging
more wetland creation e.g. ponds, etc. | think there should be a theme for wetlands and
rivers, etc. We have a number of rivers under threat from pollution’

There is no mention of the Mourne Gateway Project which will have profound implications
for biodiversity on Slieve Donard. This is negligent. COP28 is not mentioned. The strategy fails
to address the urgency of the climate and biodiversity crisis. Tourism along the lines planned
is not sustainable and will conflict with the limited aims of this strategy. A public forum should
be convened to revise this strategy’

Though this is a good start there is a lot more that needs to be done for us to achieve our
goals by 2030. Councils like Antrim are doing important work that should be replicated.
Without an assembly we need to rely on councils to make the changes that are needed to
fight this climate emergency.’

‘Council consistently fails to recognise that its constant pursuit of increased visitor numbers
is leading to destruction of biodiversity, for example in Murlough Nature Reserve and the
Mournes. What we need is Council actions and planning decisions that promote green, eco-
sensitive small businesses and affordable homes for people living in its district, who are more
likely to support biodiversity.

"We feel that this draft strategy is very unambitious and will not contribute to halting
biodiversity loss or nature's recovery. It lacks a lot of important information including the
following:
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- Mo explanation of what it is or why it is important

- No explanation as to how the plan was developed and why there was not a review of species
in the area or what protected sites exist within the district

- There is no reference/biography quoted for the statements/stats

- There are references to State of Mature 2019, while the most recent one is SoN 2023,
Likewise it refers to COP27, even though COP28 is more recent. Reference is made to the EU
Biodiversity Strategy, but thiz does not apply in NI. The relevance of these stats and policies
is not analysed in the context of the Council i.e. what does it mean for Council?

- No explanation of how the Strategy will complement other action plans (p. 13)

= The aims referred to on p. 14 do not link directly with the Biodiversity Duty and simply
continue on from the previous LBAP, so lack ambition.

- There are many very important habitats that occur within the District eg Peatlands, upland
heath, fens, etc

- there was no reference to the Council's role in Planning which is a key conduit for
environmental protection

- there is reference to an 'associated action plan’ - we were not able to locate this

= no reference to implementation, monitoring and review of actions along the way

- in the monitoring and reporting section, there is no reference to where the data goes'
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The feedback provided by respondents offers valuable insights and recommendations for
enhancing the effectiveness of the biodiversity strategy. Suggestions include the need for
stronger community engagement to identify and protect local biodiversity hotspots, as well
as emphasising the importance of translating strategy into concrete actions, Concerns were
raised about the omission of critical habitats such as upland areas and wetlands, highlighting
the importance of comprehensive coverage in conservation efforts. Moreover, there were
calls for increased transparency, acknowledgment of the urgency of climate and biodiversity
crises, and alignment with international commitments like COP28. Respondents also
emphasised the need for sustainable tourism practices and eco-sensitive development to
mitigate adverse impacts on biodiversity. Overall, the comments underscore the importance
of addressing gaps and shortcomings in the strategy while advocating for more ambitious and
holistic approaches to biodiversity conservation.

Conclusion

The findings of the public consultation on Newry, Mourne, and Down Council’s Biodiversity
Strategy 2024-2030 reflect a community deeply engaged in the conservation and protection
of biodiversity. The overwhelming sentiment regarding the importance of biodiversity
protection underscores a shared commitment to environmental stewardship. While the
majority of respondents expressed agreement with the strategy's key themes and
approaches, a significant minority provided valuable critigues and suggestions for
improvement.

Key themes emerging from the responses include the need for stronger community
engagement, transparent partnership working, and targeted actions to address specific
conservation challenges. Concerns were raised regarding the omission of critical habitats,
such as upland areas and wetlands, as well as the urgency of addressing the climate and
biodiversity crises. Moreover, there were calls for greater alignment with international
commitments, and sustainable development practices to mitigate adverse impacts on
biodiversity.

In conclusion, the feedback provided by respondents offers wvaluable insights and
recommendations for enhancing the effectiveness and ambition of the biodiversity strategy.
By incorporating these suggestions, the council can better address community concerns,
strengthen partnerships, and advance its commitment to biodiversity conservation for the
benefit of current and future generations,

41



Agenda 6.0 / Appendix 3 Biodiversity Strategy 2024-2030 Public Consultati... Back to Agenda

123

For further details or inquiries, please contact jane kyle@dtni.org.uk




Agenda 7.0 / SE Committee Report Amendment to Opening times of W'point N...

Report to: Sustainability and Environment Committee
Date of Meeting: 18" December 2024
Subject: Review of Public Convenience Opening Times at Newcastle &
Warrenpoint
Reporting Officer Conor Sage, Assistant Director Sustainability
Contact Officer Gaill Kane, Head of Facilities
| For decision | | For noting only | X |
1.0 | Purpose and Background

1.1

The purpose of this report is to inform Elected Members of a revision to the closing times of
public toilets in Newcastle and Warrenpaint, implemented following the adoption of the new
schedules approved by the S&E Committee on 20™ December 2023.

As part of the work packages developed under the Public Convenience Strategy, it was agreed
in December 2023 to conduct a review of the opening and dosing times of public toilets.

Following this review, the new opening and closing times for public toilets in Newcastle and
Warrenpoint are as follows:

March — May: 8:00am — 6:00pm

June & September: 8:00am = 8:00pm
July & August: 8:00am - 10:00pm
October — February: 8:00am - 4:00pm

For all other public toilets across the district, closing times remain at 4:00pm from 1* October
to 28" February annually.

Key Issues

2.1

From 1* October 2024, the Council received feedback from elected members and members of
the public regarding the 4:00pm closure of the public toilets in Warrenpoint.

Given that Newcastle and Warrenpoint are key tourist areas within the district, it is proposed
that the opening hours for public toilets in these locations be reviewed for the period from
October to May.

Proposed Adjustments for Newcastle:

Extend the opening hours to 6:00pm from October to May for all six facilities:
Donard Park

Central Promenade

Downs Road

Castle Park

Islands Park

South Promenade

Back to Agenda
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Proposed Adjustments for Warrenpoint:

Public toilets at Warrenpoint Park to close at 5:00pm during winter months (October to
February) to align with park clasing times,

Public toilets at The Square to remain open until 6:00pm from October to May.

Recommendations

31

Members are asked to note the following adjustments to the dlosing times of the toilet facilities
at Newcastle and Warrenpaint:

« Extended opening hours to 6:00pm from October to May each year for the
public toilet facilities at:

Warrenpoint Square

Downs Road, Newcastle

Central Promenade, Newcastle

Donard Park, Newcastle

Castle Park, Newcastle

Islands Park, Newcastle

South Promenade, Newcastie

oo o Q oQa

(+]

+« Extended opening hours to 5:00pm from October to February each year for
the public toilet facilities at:
o Warrenpoint Park

4.0

Resource implications

4.1

Mo additional cost implications as there is no amendment required to staffing times.

Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete the
relevant sections)

1 |

General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
equality and good refations outcomes

It is not anticipated the proposal will have an adverse impact upon equality of
opportunity or good relations

5.2

Proposal relates to the introduction of a strategy, polficy initiative or practice and /
or sensitive or contentious decision

ves L] Mo
If yes, please complete the following:

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been equality |
screened

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) will be subject to 0
equality screening prior to implementation

3.3

Proposal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address

barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow adequate ]
time for groups to consult amongst themselves

Consultation period will be 12 weeks O

Back to Agenda
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6.0 | Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

6.1 | Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implementing or revising a policy / strategy /[
plan / designing and/or delivering a public service

ves (1 Mo
If yes, please complete the following:

Rural Meeds Impact Assessment completed ]
7.0 | Appendices

7.1 | None

8.0 | Background Documents

8.1 | None.
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Members Present:

Councillor R Lynch

Councillor E Thompson

Councillor C Blaney

Councillor J Cochrane

Councillor A Grvan

Councillor G McKeen (Depuly Chair)
Alderman M Morrow

Councillor T Andrews

Membaers' Apologies:
Councillor M Goodman (Chair)
Councillor H Cushinan
Councillor E McDonough-Brown
Councillor B Smyth

Councillor M Collins
Councillor P Kennedy
Alderman S Skillen

Councillor R Quigley
Councillor C Enright
Councillor K Murphy

Officers Present:
T Walker

H Campbell

J Green

k. Boal

B McKeown

M Laverty
M Martin
W Muldrew
3 Morley
D Carey

C Hunter

Officers’” Apologies:
D Lindsay
S Leonard
R Harvey
S Murphy

Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council
Ards & Morth Down Borough Council
Ards & North Down Borough Council
Ards & Morth Down Borough Council
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council

Mid & East Antrim Borough Council

Mid & East Antrim Borough Council
Mewry, Mourne & Down District Council

Antrim & Newlownabbey Borough Council
Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council
Belfast City Council

Belfast City Council

Belfast City Council

Lisburn & Castleraagh City Council
Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council

Mid & East Antrim Borough Council
Mewry, Mourne & Down District Council
Mewry, Moume & Down District Council

arcsl

arczl

arc21

arc2l

arcZl

Antrim & Newtownabbey Borough Council
Ards and Morth Down Borough Council
Lishurn & Castlereagh City Council
Mid & East Antrim Borough Council
Mid & East Antrim Borough Council
Mid & East Antrim Borough Council

Ards & North Down Borough Council
Belfast City Council

Lisburn & Castlereagh City Council
Mewry, Mourme & Down District Council

Councillor McKeen took the Chair for the meeting.
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Item 1 - Conflicts of Interest Statement

The Chair read out the Conflicts of Interest Statement, and none were noted.
Action: Noted

Item 2 - Apologies
Apologies were noted. Action: Noted
Item 3 - Minutes of Joint Committee Meeting 090 held on 26 September 2024
The Joint Committee approved the minutes. Proposed by Alderman Morrow, seconded by
Councillor Givan, and agreed by all.

Action: Agreed
ltem 4 - Matters Arising

Any specific matters were discussed under the main agenda items.
Action: Noted

IN COMMITTEE

The Chair recommended that the meeting would now move “in commitiee” which was
agreed. Proposed by Councillor Givan and seconded by Councillor Lynch.

Matters of a confidential and commercially sensitive nature were discussed under these
agenda items.

Following discussion on the commercially sensitive matters, the Chair recommended that the
meeting would now return to the main agenda, which was approved, but whilst “In
Committee” during this section of the meeting, there were six matters discussed.

OUT OF COMMITTEE
Propased by Councillor Givan and seconded by Alderman Morrow.,
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Item 11 - Contracts & Operations Briefing Report

Ms Boal provided a report on the high-level performance statistics for September.
Service Status

She reported that all services were operational during September and there were no
requests from contractors 1o pul any conlingency arrangements in place.

Performance

The contractor performance for September was presented, which included details on the
number of loads in each of the contracts, site visits, overweight vehicles, use of contingency
arrangements, iumaround, availability, maintenance of records and reporting.

She noted that turnaround times had been reviewed, and in most cases the contractors
provided adequate reasons and therefore no senvice credits were applied to them. However,
service credits were applied to Irish Waste, NWP (MDR Haulage) and Bryson for failing to
meet their contracted turnaround limits for falling to meet their contractual turnaround times.

She reported that the overweight vehicles continue to be monitored and have reduced this
maonth especially on the Organics contract, but the numbers were still quite high. She noted
that council officers had been asked to continue to liaise with their operational teams and
sub-contractors 1o try and reduce these further and to try and keep them low going forward.

She noted that in September, all reports were submitted on time and there were no issues o
report.

She advised that there were ten requests for bring site rectifications (they did not have the
specified capacity) across all confracts. These were communicated to the contractors, and
in all cases, they confirmed that they had been emptied within the required 48 hours and
therefore no service credits were applied.

Health & Safety
{n Incidents

Dunng September 2024, Ms Boal reported that there were no Health & Safety incidents
reported o arc2l by contractors. She advised that this was the second time this year that
arc21 had not received any reports of H&S incidents and was a positive result. She noted
that in order to keep incidents to a minimum, arc21 had asked council officers to continue 10
liaise with their H&S officers and operational managers, including those of external
contractors, to ensure that their operational teams have due regard to Health & Safety
obligations and that they continue to understand and abide by the site rules of each site.

(i) Audits

In terms of audits, she reported that the external Health & Safety consultant continues to
unidertake healh and safety awdits.

In September, there was an audit conducted with ReGen/BCC at the Dargan Road Transfer
Station. She noted that this report was still being finalised but that some minor
recommendations and actions were identified and once this report is completed it will be
shared with ReGen and BCC.
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Rejected Loads

Ms Boal reported that there had been no rejected loads delivered into the MRF facilities in
September and none into the Organics delivery sites in September 2024, and that officers
continue to monitor the procedures to make sure vehicles for mixed use are properly
emptied to avoid contamination.

arc2l Contract Tonnages

A list of the contract tonnages for September 2024, compared to the same period last year,

was presented and summarised as follows:

- MRF Lot 1 - an increase of 4.3%;

- MRF Lot 2 - a 12.5% decrease for MDR material delivered to ReGen;

- Organics Contract - a 2.6% increase for Type 1 maternial and for Type 2 material, a
decrease of 8.7%; and

- Landfill Contract - a 6.6% increase.

Supplies

The number of orders placed and delivered in September was presented and Ms Boal noted
that there was one delivery non-compliant; this was due to the delivery arriving a day later.

She adwvised that, as discussed al last month's meeling regarding ocdour issues particularky at
Warrenpoint, the Chair had written to the NIEA to see if the process could be streamlined
and that arc21 is awaiting a response which will reported to Members once received.

Following discussion the Joint Committee noted the report.
Action: Noted

Item 12 - Waste Tonnage Trends

Ms Boal presented a report showing the waste tonnage trends for materials delivered into the

arc21 contracts and highlighted the following:

- Landfill - slightly higher in September than to previous year but on same trajectory;

= Belfast City Council (BCC) residual - almost coalescing at same point as last year ;

- Organics - Type 1 - coalescing at same point in 3 consecutive years,

- Organics Type 2 - running consistently lower than last year for a few months, She
reporied that there was an element of revenue share for this coniract when arc21's
constituent councils exceed 100k tonnes and that we will be doing the reconciliation
shortly to see if there is any revenue share due to the councils. Following this, a
report will be brought to Members;

- MRF combined tonnage - virtually converging at same point for last 3 years, NMDDC
tonnage running below the level than last year but following the same trend patterm;

- Textiles - contractor trying to manage amount of material coming in and does not
have the processing capacity 1o place materials on the market at the input rate, trying
to reduce the amount of material received and storing a lot of it. She noted that
arc21's tonnages were holding up well but that the contractor was committed 1o
delivering the service for us and no indication that this would change going forward.

The other smaller contracts were also presented for information.

The Joint Committee noted the report.
Action: Noted
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Item 13 - Consultation - Draft Programme for Government 2024-2027 “Our Plan: Doing
What Matters Most’ Public Consultation

Mr Walker presented the Joint Commuttee with a proposed response (o the Draft Programme
for Government 2024-2027 public consultation for consideration prior to submission by the
deadline of 4 November.

He repored that there was little coverage in the consultation in regard to waste, excepl
under the Circular Economy (a Department of Economy function). arc2l1 has highlighted an
incoherent approach to policy development which is likely to restrict confidence and reduce
investiment in the necessary infrastructure which will be needed o deal with the different
waste streams and contribute to the establishment of a circular economy in Northern Ireland.

Members were asked to consider the response with a view to ratifying its content and
submitting it by the deadline of 4 November.

Following discussion, the Joint Committee agreed to approve the response for submission.
Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Councillor Andrews, and agreed by all.
Action: Agreed

Item 14 - Consultation - Proposed new Code of Practice on Sampling and Reporting at
Materials Facilities

Ms Boal presented a report to provide Members with the arc2]1 proposed response (o the
consultation on the Code of Practice on Sampling and Reporting at Materials Facilities.

She noted that the sampling and reporting regime in the other three jurisdictions had been in
place for some time and that arc21 had voluntarily been sampling on the inputs and outputs
of mixed dry recyclables received at Bryson and ReGen on the basis of the Wrap Sampling
and Testing Guidance for Material Facilities issued in 2014, but not at the frequency
specified in the new consultation.

In terms of the turnaround times for NI, she noted that this was still at draft stage and some
things were unclear in terms of to arc21, its operators and NI more generally but the
Department was aiming to put this into place from 1 April 2025 in line with the other
jurisdictions.

She advised that she had met with the official leading this consultation, but they were unable
to clarify a number of questions as yet so the intention would be 10 submit the response
proposed in case of any ambiguities,

The aims of the ntroduction of the Code were outhned.

She noted that there were a number of aspects which appear ambiguous and which may,
depending upon the interpretation, be different from the legislation and codes in England &
Wales and Scotland. In particular, clarity was required on the matenal faciliies, the material
streams that are scheduled 1o be covered and some of the definitions that at the moment
seem (o cut across the intended position.

As the Code is currently drafted, she advised that there was soma ambiguity as to whether
Dirty MRF5 will be covered. She noted that this is different to the way that the sampling
regimes have been drafted in England and Wales, which share the same legislation, and in
Scotland, and that arc2l is requesting some of the definitions be refined so that these
facilities are excluded.
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In addition, she advised that greater clarity is being sought in relation to defining the
exemptions for councils and requirements for source segregated materials (e.q. single
streams collected through kerbside sort, bring banks elc.)

Following discussion, the Joint Committee agreed to approve the response for submission
and it was suggested that, should Members wish to provide any further comments, these be
forwarded by 6 November. Proposed by Councillor Givan, seconded by Councillor Andrews,
and agreed by all.

Action: Agreed

Item 15 - Waste Management Plan Addendum Engagement Update

Mr Walker reported that the engagement period had concluded and that four responses had
been received. He noted that the next stage would be to consider and reflect upon the
comments, where appropriate, n the finalised Waste Management Plan and then present to
the Joint Committee for ratification. He noted that this was a temporary solution until a full
review was carmed out for a new Waste Management Plan following the finalisation of the
new Waste Strategy.

He advised that the Waste Strategy consultation is expected probably around Apnilay
2025 which will have serious bearing on arc21's new Waste Management Plan which
following a similar process to that used for the Addendum could ensure that a new Plan
would be in place in 2028.

Following discussion, the Joint Committee noted the update.
Action: Noted

Item 16 - Annual Report 2023-2024

Mr Walker presented the arc21 Annual Report for the year to March 2024 which had
previously been presented to the Joint Commitiee for comment.

Following consideration, the Joint Committee agreed to approve the Annual Report for
publication. Proposed by Councillor Thompson, seconded by Alderman Morrow, and agreed

by all.
Action: Agreed

Item 17 - AQB

Mr Walker reported upon a recent EBC online article concerning the use of EfW facilities to
produce power which had caused disconcertion across the sector. He highlighted that EAW
facilities are designed to treat waste, and power is a by-product of this treatment process.

He also reported upon the recent EPR developments at which the Chancellor had stated that
il councils did not receive their full reimbursement of monies through the Scheme,
Government would make good on this.

He noted that the indicative figures of what councils should be receiving through the EPR
scheme should be arriving in councils next month.
Action: Noted
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Item 18 - Next Meeting Tuesday 3 December 2024 hosted by Antrim and
Newtownabbey Borough Council in Antrim Civic Centre (Hybrid)
Action: Noted

Date: Chairman:
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Leparimant of

Health

An Rodnn Sl

Mdnmystre O Poustie
wisee Fiealtheni ok
Marie Ward
Chiaf Exacut Stormont Estale
Newry and Moume and Down District Council BELFAST, BT4 350
fionnuala.branaghinmandd. Tol: 028 0052 2558
Email; private officeg@heaih-nigov.uk
Your Ref:
Our Raf: COR-2380-2024
Date: /| November 2024
Dear Mﬂ,\r,f_

Policy Proposals to inform the development of a new Public Health Bill

Thank you for your letter dated 11 October 2024 inviting my officials to brief Newry, Mourne
and Down District Council Councillors on the policy proposals to inform the development of
a new Public Health Bill for Northem Ireland consultation.

The consultation has received a large volume of responses which my officials are currently

considering. When the consultation response analysis is completed, my officials will be in
contact to arange to meet the Council to discuss the Public Health Bill policy options and

proposals.

Yours sincerely

fle A=

Mike Nesbitt MLA
Minister of Health

cc: deamocratic. services@nmandd.org

Warking for a Healthier People
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Northern Ireland waste management statistics annual report 2023/24

Waste collected by Recycling
NI Councils Ty
1,000,681
Tonnes 50.5%

Higher than 49.7%%
in 2022/23

Recycling, energy recovery and landfill
rates of LAC municipal waste

Energy Recovery
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lower than 23.1% higher than 25.4%

In el d in 2022/23
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Key Points for Northern Ireland

+ MNorthemn Ireland's councils collected 1,000,681 tonnes of waste during 2023/24 which was
3.0 per cent higher than the amount collected in 2022/23. During 2023/24, 50.5 per cent of
waste collected by councils was sent for recycling which was higher than the 49.7 per cent
recycling rate reported in 2022/23.

= The landfill rate for waste collected by councils was 18.4 per cent in 2023724, a fall from
74.0 per cent in 2006/07 and 23.1 per cent in 2022/23.

s [n 2023724, 29.7 per cent of waste ansings were sent for energy recovery. This compares
1o 25.4 per cent in 2022/23 and 0.4 per cent in 2008/10.

+ Household waste accounted for 87.5 per cent of all local authority collected waste during
2023/24. The recycling rate for household waste was 51.1 per cent whilst the landfill rate
for household waste was 18.0 per cent.

+ Belfast generated the smallest amount of household waste per capita at 405 kg whilst
Antrim & Newtownabbey recorded the largest at 545 kg per capita.

+ There were 95,425 tonnes of biodegradable waste sent to landfill during 2023/24, a
decrease of 21.7 per cent from the quantity reported in 2022/23 (121,925 tonnes).

Issue No: 15 |55'-!E{_1 by: | |

Date of Publication: 28 November 2024 Statistics and Analytical Services Branch
Theme: Agriculture and Environment Department of Agriculture, Environment
Reporting Period: and Rural Affairs (DAERA),

1 April 2023 to 31 March 2024 Clare House

Airport Road West, Sydenham Intake,

URL: https:/fwww.daera-ni.gov.uk/articlesinorthern- ~ Belfast BT3 9ED

ireland-local-authority-collected-municipal-waste-

management-statistics Contact: Conor McCormack
Telephone: 028 9016 3343

Email: env.statsi@daera-ni.qov.uk
1
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Reader Information

This document may be made available in
alternative formats, please contact us to
discuss your requirements. Definitions of
key terms used in this publication are

available in Appendix 2 — Glossary.

Purpose

This is an annual publication which reports
finalised figures on the key measurements
of local authority collected municipal waste
for councils and waste management
groups in Northern Ireland.

The data contained are used by local
authornties, waste management groups,
Devolved Administrations, UK Government
and the EU to measure progress towards
achieving targets from vanous waste
strategies including:

= The revised Northern Ireland Waste

Management Strategy
+ The Waste Framework Directive

Data on household recycling was a
population indicator for the previous
Programme for Government (PfG) and has
been proposed as an indicator in the
forthcoming PIG.

Back to Agenda
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The data are also used by media, the
general public and special interest groups to
inform policy and lifestyle choices related to
the treatment of waste,

Further details are available in ndix 1 -
Main Uses of Data

Next Updates

s Provisional figures for July to September
2024 will be available in January 2025.

« Finalised data for 2024/25 are scheduled 1o
be published in November 2025 and will
supersede previously published data from
the four quarterly returns for that financial
year.

» The scheduled dates for all upcoming
publications are available from the GOV.UK
statistics release calendar:
https:/fwww.gov.ukigovernment/siatistics
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Introduction

This report presents finalised and validated information on the quantities of local authority
collected (LAC) municipal waste collected and managed in Northern Ireland over the
2023724 financial year, as well as rend data over previous years. |t provides information
on the quantities of waste arising, sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting,
energy recovery and sent to landfill. Some of these measurements are key performance
indicators (KPIs). These are used to assess progress towards achieving waste strategy
targets and where appropriate this is highlighted in the tables and charts.

Waste Management Groups (WMGs) produce, develop and implement Waste
Management Plans for their areas of responsibility and are an important part of the data
submission process. Figure 1 shows how eight councils have formed into two WMGs with
3 councils unaffiliated to any group. The group with the largest share of the population is
arc2l with 59 per cent. The North West Regional Waste Management Group (NWRWMG)
has 15 per cent of the population with the remaining 26 per cent residing in councils not
belonging to a waste management group.

There are six councils in arc21: Antrim & Newtownabbey; Ards & North Down; Belfast;
Lisburn & Castlereagh; Mid & East Antrim; and Newry, Mourne & Down.

NWRWMG contains two councils: Causeway Coast & Glens; and Derry City & Strabane.
The remaining three councils are not members of a WMG: Armagh City, Banbridge &
Craigavon; Fermanagh & Omagh; and Mid Ulster,

Figure 1: Map of councils and waste management groups in Northern Ireland
aedd .

rwavra [
Fis wass ranspement group _|

S Crovam Copraght HINE Db O 209 (2023%
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Overview

This reporn presents information on the guantities of local authority collected municipal
waste managed in Northern Ireland during the 2023/24 financial year. The report is split
into four sections, each of which cover local authority collected (LAC) municipal waste and,
where appropriate, househaold waste:

= waste arisings (pages 5-8),

« reuse, dry recycling and composting (pages 9-13),

« energy recovery (pages 14-16),

« landfill {pages 17-19).

Figure 2: Waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting, energy recovery
and landfill rates by council and waste management group
Northern Ireland, 2023724
m preparing for reuse, dry recycling, composting = energy recovery  mlandfill unclassified
0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Antrim & Newtownabbey
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Armagh City. Banbridge & Craigaven
Belfast

Causeway Coast & Glens
Derry City & Strabane
Femmanagh & Omagh
Lisbum & Castlereagh
Mid & East Antrim

Mid Ulster

Mewry, Mourne & Down

arc21
MNWRWWG

Morthem Ireland

Al the Morthern Ireland level, 50.5 per cent of waste collected by councils was sent for
preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting during 2023/24. Energy recovery
accounted for 29.7 per cent whilst 18.4 per cent was sent to landfill. The remaining 1.4 per
cent is likely to involve moisture andfor gaseous losses. Each of the rates are discussed in
detail in the appropriate section of the report.

The rate of waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting was 0.9
percentage points higher than the rate recorded in 2022/23. The energy recovery rale
increased by 4.3 percentage points whilst the landfill rate decreased by 4.8 percentage
points.

Household waste accounted for 87.5 per cent of total waste. Household waste includes
materials collected directly from households via kerbside collections, material taken o
bring sites and civic amenity sites as well as several other smaller sources.

B
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Waste Arisings

The total quantity of local authority collected (LAC) municipal waste arisings is a key
performance indicator, KPI (j). This indicator is also used to monitor performance under
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland)

2015,

In 2023/24, Northern Ireland’s councils collected 1,000,681 tonnes of waste. This is 3.0
per cent higher than in 2022/23 when 971,936 tonnes were collected. The tonnage of

waste collected at kerbside increased by 2.2 per cent during 2023/24 compared to the
previous year, whilst waste collected at civic amenity sites increased by 6.5 per cent.

Since 2006/07 household waste has accounted for 86-90 per cent of total waste collected
by councils. In 2023/24 household waste accounted for 87.5 per cent. Household waste
includes materials collected directly from households via kerbside collections, material
taken to bring sites and civic amenity sites as well as several other smaller sources. The
remaining 12.5 per cent was non-household waste such as rubble/soil and
commercial/industrial waste.,

Figure 3: Waste arisings
Northern Ireland, 2006/07 to 2023/24, KPI (j)

12
§ LAC municipal waste arisings
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Total waste arisings fell from 1,064,090 tonnes in 2006/07 to a low of 913,546 in 2012/13,
a 14.1 per cent decrease. From then until 2021/22, total arisings showed a generally
increasing rend. A reduction in arisings was recorded in 202223 but in the |atest year
arisings have increased by 3.0 per cent to 1,000,681 tonnes.

Factors affecting waste arisings, the majority of which is household waste, include
individual household behaviours, the advice and collection services provided by councils,
the state of the economy and the weather conditions during the year.
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Figure 4: Waste arisings by council 142
Morthern Ireland, 2022/23 and 2023/24, KPI ()
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The proportion of waste collected by each council broadly reflects the population within the
councils. Belfast City Council had the greatest waste arisings in 2023/24 with 161.097
tonnes. This was 16 per cent of total Morthern Ireland waste arisings, with 18 per cent of
the population living in this council area, Fermanagh & Omagh District Council had the
lowest arisings in 2023/24 with 56,521 tonnes collected. This represented 6 per cent of
total arisings during this period, the same as the proportion of the population living in the
council area.

m 202324 2022723

Nine councils reported increases in their waste arisings compared with last year, with
Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon reporting the largest increase at 8.7 per cent. Antrim
& Newtownabbey and Lisburn & Castlereagh reported increases of 6.0 and 4.6 per cent
respectively. Ards & North Down and Causeway Coast & Glens reported a decrease in
waste arisings to that reported in 2022/23.

There are two key performance indicators which look at household waste arisings in more
detail by considering household waste arisings per capita, KPI (p), and per household
KPI1 {h). In Morthern Ireland there were 458 kilogrammes (kg) of household waste
collected per capita and 1,118 kg per household during 2023/24, compared to 443
kilogrammes (kg) of household waste collected per capita and 1,091 kg per household
during 2022/23.
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Figure 5: Household waste arisings per capita and per household by council 143
Northern Ireland, 2023724, KPIs (p) and (h)
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Belfast generated the smallest amount of household waste per capita at 405 kg in 144
2023724, followed by Fermanagh & Omagh and Newry, Moume & Down. The largest

quantity was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey at 545 kg per capita. Household waste

per capita increased in all council areas except Ards & Morth Down. The largesl increases

compared to last year were recorded in Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon, Lisbum &
Castlereagh and Antrim & Newtownabbey at 9.3 per cent, 5.4 per cent and 5.0 per cent

respectively,

Household waste arisings per household are also shown in figure 5. Belfast City Council
generated the smallest quantity of household waste per household at 936 kg per
household. The largest quantity per household was recorded in both Antrim &
Newtownabbey and Mid Ulster at 1,305 kg per househaold.

The arisings figures can be found in Tables 1 and 2 of the data tables appendix. The per
capita and per household figures can be found in Table 18. All figures are also available

S = e e e = et
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Recycling (preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting) 145

This section of the report looks at local authority collected (LAC) municipal and household
waste recycling rates. Both are key performance indicators and now include waste sent for
preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting. Previously used key performance
indicators KPI (a) and (e) have been medified, in line with the rest of the UK, to include
waste sent for preparing for reuse, and relabelled as KPI (a2) and (e2). The impacts were
small, adding 0.1 - 0.3 percentage points to the rates, and resulted in the break in the time
sernes visible in Figure 6. The KPI {(a2) indicator is also used to monitor performance under
the Local Government (Performance Indicators and Standards) Order (Northern Ireland)

In 2023724, the LAC tonnage of waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and
composting (referred to as ‘recycling’ for the rest of this section) was 505,647 tonnes. The
recycling rate was 50.5 per cent, 0.9 percentage points higher than the recycling rate
recorded in 2022/23.

Figure 6: Waste sent for preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting
Northern Ireland, 2006/07 to 2023/24, KPIs (a), (a2), (e), (e2)
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The household waste recycling rate was 51.1 per cent in 2023/24, similar to the household
waste recycling rate recorded in 2022/23. The proportion of household waste sent for
preparing for reuse was 0.3 per cent, dry recycling made up 22.7 per cent and composting
was 28.0 per cent,

The household waste recycling rate continues to meet the Northern Ireland Waste
Management Strateqy target to recycle 50 per cent of household waste by 2020.
Additnonally, the Programme for Government Framework 2016-2021 contained the
percentage of household waste that i1s reused, recycled or composted as an indicator
under outcome 2: we live and work sustainably, protecting the environment. It is also
proposed as a population indicator in the next Programme for Govemment Framework.
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Figure 7a compares the household recycling rates for 2023/24 and 2022/23, whilst figure
7h illustrates changes to the component parts of the household recycling rates for each
council,

Figure 7a: Household waste preparing for reuse, dry recycling and composting rate

by council and waste management group
Northern Ireland, 2022723 and 2023/24, KPI (a2)
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The lowest household waste recycling rate was recorded in Belfast at 41.6 per cent. The
highest household waste recycling rates were recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey and
Mid Ulster at 59.4 per cent and 58.6 per cent respectively.

Four councils reported increased household recycling rates compared to 202223, with
Ards & North Down reporting the largest increase at 3.2 percentage points. Smaller
increases in household recycling rates were reported in Derry City & Strabane, Armagh
City, Banbridge & Craigavon and Belfast. Four councils reported decreased household
recycling rates compared to 2022/23, with Causeway Coast & Glens reporting the largest
dmas? at 3.1 percentage points. The remaining councils reported similar rates to
20221231,

10
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There was considerable varation in household dry recycling and composting rates 147
between councils. Derry City & Strabane recorded the highest dry recycling rate at 29.2

per cent, whilst Lisburn & Castlereagh recorded the lowest rate at 17.5 per cent. The

highest composting rate was recorded in Antrim & Newtownabbey at 36.5 per cent with

Derry City & Strabane and Belfast both having the lowest rate at 18.6 per cent. Differences

in composting rates across the council areas can be affected by variations in the urban-

rural characteristics of the council areas.

Dry recycling and composting rates for household waste remained relatively stable for
most councils compared to the previous year. The largest change in composting was an
increase recorded in Ards & North Down where the rate increased by 3.1 percentage
points. The largest change in dry recycling rate was a decrease of 3.5 percentage points in
Causeway Coast & Glens compared to the rate in 2022/23.

Figure 7h: Change reported for household waste preparing for reuse rate, dry
recycling rate and composting rate by council
Northermn Ireland, 2023/24 compared to 2022/23

= Composting - change from 2022/23 = Dry Recycling - change from 2022/23
Reuse - change from 2022/23
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Waste from households recycling rate (including preparing for reuse and 148
composting)

An additional recycling rate metric named ‘waste from households recycling rate’, whilst
not a key performance indicator, can be used to make comparisons between each of the
four UK countries. The UK waste from households recycling rate is reported by calendar
year and was 44.1% in 2022, similar to the rate reported in 2021. The waste from
household recycling rate for Northern Ireland was 49.2 per cent in 2022, compared with
43.4 per cent in England, 42.1 per cent in Scotland and 56.9 per cent in Wales,

The latest comparison for finalised annual figures (by calendar year) is shown in Figure 8,
with further data available at hitps:/Awww.gov.uk/government/statistics/uk-waste-data

Figure 8: Waste from households recycling rate (including preparing for reuse and

composting) _
Comparison of UK Countries, 2022

United
Kingdom

The latest statistics available for waste from household in Northern Ireland are provided
below and relate to the 2023/24 financial year.

In 2023/24 there were 421,332 tonnes of waste from households sent for recycling
(including preparing for reuse and composting). The waste from households recycling rate
was 50.2 per cent. This was an increase of 0.7 percentage points from the 49.5 per cent of
waste from households sent for recycling in 2022/23.

12
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Figure 9: Waste from households recycling rate (including preparing for reuse and
composting)
Morthern Ireland, 2022/23 and 2023/24
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All figures for the recycling section can be found in the accompanying data tables
spreadsheet and also in the time series dataset.

+ Tables 3 and 4 (Waste recycling)

« Tables 16 and 17 (Household waste recycling)

« Table 23 (Waste from household recycling)

13
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Energy recovery

This annual report includes figures on energy recovery, which is the term used when value
is gained from waste products by converting them into energy. All energy recovery figures
reported in this section are derived from material sent for energy recovery via
incineration/gasification, although other technologies exist. Energy recovery via anaerobic
digestion is not included in the figures below and is discussed in more detail at the end of
the section.

In 2023/24, 297,262 tonnes of waste arisings were sent for energy recovery. This
produced an energy recovery rate of 29.7 per cent, higher than the 25.4 per cent recorded
in 2022/23. The majority of energy recovery is derived from mixed residual waste with a
smaller proportion from specific streams, e.g. wood.

Figure 10: Waste sent for energy recovery via incineration
Northemn Ireland, 2006/07 to 2023/24
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There was zero, or very small quantities, of waste sent for energy recovery before
2009/10. Strong growth followed from 2010/11, with the energy recovery rate increasing
from 0.4 per cent in 2009/10 to 29.7 per cent in 2023/24.

Mixed residual waste sent for energy recovery is combustible residual waste collected
from the kerbside and from civic amenity sites and processed into reluse derived fuel at
material recovery facilities. The specific streams element of energy recovery is moslly
wood but also includes furniture, carpets and mattresses, mostly collected from civic
amenity sites.
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Figure 11: Waste energy recovery by council and waste management group 151
Northern Ireland, 2022/23 and 2023/24
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Belfast and Newry, Mourne & Down had the highest energy recovery rates in 2023/24 at
52.5 per cent and 48.2 per cent respectively. The lowest energy recovery rate was 5.6 per
cent recorded in Ards & North Down, similar to 2022/23,

Seven councils reported an increase in the energy recovery rate in 2023/24 compared to
2022/23, the largest of which was in Belfast at 22.1 percentage points, followed by Mid
Ulster and Newry, Mourne & Down. Fermanagh & Omagh and Mid & East Antrim recorded
small decreases in their energy recovery rates, whilst the remaining councils reported
similar rates to the previous year.

Ards & North Down was the only council where energy recovery from specific streams
accounted for a greater proportion of their total energy recovery than mixed residual
waste, Antrim & Newtownabbey had the highest energy recovery rate for specific streams
at 6.4 per cent while Belfast had the highest energy recovery rate for mixed residual waste
at 50.6 per cent.

Energy Recovery via Anaerobic Digestion

The tonnages relating to energy recovery from material undergoing anaerobic digestion
are still accounted for under the recycling section since the vast majority of the tonnage of
waste undergoing this process eventually ends up as a compost (once the methane
generated from the anaerobic digestion process has been collected). Table 13 in the data
tables appendix shows the amount of food waste anaerobically treated to recover energy
before ending up as a compost.

These figures can be found in Tables 3, 4 and 13 of the data tables appendix and in the
lime series dataset.
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Landfill 152

The guantity of waste sent to landfill decreased by 18.3 per cent from 225,000 1o 183,748
tonnes between 202223 and 2023/24. This produced a landfill rate of 18.4 per cent for
202324, 4.8 percentage points lower than the 23.1 per cent recorded in 2022/23 and the
lowest rate ever recorded.

The landfill rate for household waste also recorded its lowest value in 2023724 at 18.0 per
cent, a decrease of 4.4 percentage points from 22.4 per cent in 2022/23.

Figure 12: Waste sent to landfill
Northern Ireland, 2006/07 to 2023/24, KPIs (b) and (f)
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The long-term trend has seen the household waste landfill rate fall from 72.3 per cent in
2006/07 1o a low of 18.0 per cent in 2023/24.

Increasing energy recovery rates, a tax on landfill and the statutory requirement for all
councils in Northern Ireland to provide households with a container for food to enable its
separate collection have all contributed to the long-term reduction in landhll rates. Material,
mainky from residual waste treatment, can be sent for energy recovery in the form of refuse
derived fuel (RDF) which diverts it from landfill.

Landhll Tax for household waste continues (o be the main driver for local authorities to
reduce landfill. Other considerations include a limit on the amount of biodegradable Waste
as measured by KPI (g). Generating energy from waste by incineration is preferable to
landfill, although recycling and reuse are preferable to both.
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Figure 13: Household waste landfilled by council and waste management group 153
Northern Ireland, 2022723 and 2023/24, KPI (b)
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Eight councils recorded a decrease in their household landfill rate compared to last year
with Belfast who engaged a new contractor within the reporting year recording the largest
decrease of 20.2 percentage points. The household landhill rate increased in Causeway
Coast & Glens, Fermanagh & Omagh and Mid & East Antrim by 2.3, 2.0 and 1.9
percentage points respectively.

Mid Llister recorded the lowest household landfill rate at 1.0 per cent while Ards & North
Down recorded the highest household landfill rate at 38.9 per cent.

The NWRWMG had a household landfill rate of 15.3 per cent, 2.7 percentage points lower
than the Northern Ireland rate. Arc21’s household landfill rate was higher than the
Northern Ireland rate at 21.8 per cent. However, the landfill rate for Arc21 decreased 6.6
percentage points compared to 2022/23.

This data and more information including collection method can be found in the data tables
appendix. Tables 3 and 4 cover all waste collected and Tables 16 and 17 cover household
waste, The data are also available from the time series dataset.
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Biodegradable waste to landfill 154

The Landfill Allowance Scheme (NI) Regulations 2004 (as amended) placed a statutory
responsibility on councils, in each scheme year, to landfill no more than the quantity of
biodegradable waste for which they had allowances. The scheme concluded at the end of
the 2019/20 financial year, however the continued monitoring of biodegradable waste is
required for existing target commitments which specify that it must be reduced to 35 per
cent of the total amount (by weight) of biodegradable municipal waste produced in 1995,

Northemn Ireland's councils sent 95,425 tonnes of biodegradable waste to landhll during
2023124, which was 51.9 per cent of all waste sent to landfill. During the previous year,
121,925 tonnes of biodegradable waste was sent to landfill, which was 54.2 per cent of all
waste sent to landfill.

Figure 14 displays the tonnages of biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste sent to
landfill by each council, comparing them with other councils and to the same quarter last
year.

Figure 14: Biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste to landfill by council
Northern Ireland, 2023/24,
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There is considerable vanation between councils in the quantities of biodegradable waste
sent to landfill, as well as the proportion of biodegradable waste in total landfill.

In Derry City & Strabane and Fermanagh & Omagh over 60 per cent of all waste sent to
landfill was biodegradable, whilst in Mid Ulster 41.2 per cent of all waste sent to landfill
was biodegradable.

This data can be found in Table 21 of the data tables appendix and in the time series
datasel.
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Back to Agenda

Morthern Ireland Key Performance Indicators 2023/24

Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) are a set of measures used to gauge performance in
terms of meeting waste strategy targets. They were originally defined in the Environment
and Heritage Service (now the Northern Ireland Environment Agency) municipal waste
data monitoring and reporting: interim guidelines, published in March 2003.

The table below has been included to help users find a specific KP| value or location in the
report or data tables. Previously used key performance indicators KPIs (a) and (e) have

been modified, in line with the rest of the UK, to include waste sent for preparing for reuse,
and relabelled as KPI (a2) and {(e2).

KPI

e

P

Performance during 2023/24

51.1 per cent of household waste sent for
recycling (including compaosting and preparing
for reuse)

18.0 per cent of household waste landfilled

50.5 per cent of waste sent for recycling
(including compaosting and preparing for reuse)

18.4 per cent of waste landhlled

95,425 tonnes of biodegradable waste landfilled

1,118 kg of household waste generated per
household

1,000,681 tonnes of waste generated

See Tables 22i and 22ii for capture rates by
primary waste category

3.0 per cent increase in waste generated

458 kilogrammes of household waste generated
per capita

Section in report and
Appendix Table

Recycling (pages 9-13)
Data table 17a

Landfill (pages 16-18)
Data table 17b

Recycling (pages 9-13)
Data table 4a

Landfill (pages 16-18)
Data table 4b

Landfill (pages 16-18)
Data table 21a

Wasle arisings (pages 5-8)
Data table 18

Wasle arisings (pages 5-8)
Data table 1

Data tables 22i and 22ii

Waste arisings (pages 5-8)
Data table 2

Waste arisings (pages 5-8)
Data table 18

The fully validated figures that are published in the annual report have undergone checks by
the Northern Ireland Environment Agency (NIEA) and further validation by Statistics and

Analytical Services Branch (SASB) in the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural
Affairs (DAERA). The annual validation acts as a check that all issues raised at the quarterly
validation stage have been addressed. Additional validation checks incorporated later in the
working year are then also applied backwards to all quarters in the reporting year via the

annual validation.
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The table below outlines the differences between finalised data in this annual report and the 156
provisional twelve-month rolling figures and time series dataset for April 2023 to March 2024

presented in the data tables for the January 1o March 2024 quarnerly report.

(Data tables - Table 18)

Comparison of provisional and final figures for 2023/24 key performance indicators
2023/24 2023124

KPl  Definition provisional finalised difference
az Percentage of household waste 51.1per 51.1 per 0.0 percentage
sent for recycling (including cent cent points
composting and preparing for
reuse)
b Percentage of household waste 18.0 per 18.0 per 0.0 percentage
sent to landfill cent cent points
ez Percentage of waste sent for 50.6 per  50.5 per -0.1 percentage
recycling (including composting cent cent points

and preparing for reuse)

f Percentage of waste landfilled 18.4 per 18B.4 per 0.0 percentage

cent cent points

g Reported biodegradable waste 95,504 95,425 -79 tonnes

sent to landfill (-0.08 per cent)

h Annual household waste collected 1,117 1,118 1.0 kg

per household (0.09 per cent)

| Waste arisings 999,913 1,000,681 768 tonnes

(0.08 per cent)

m Capture rates See Tables 22i and 22ii for capture rates by
primary waste category

n Waste arisings growth rate 2.9 per 3.0 per 0.1 percentage

cent cent points

p Annual household waste collected 458 458 0.4 kg per capita

per capita (0.09 per cent)

The differences between provisional and final figures are small but arise due to the
additional validations carried out before the finalisation of this annual publication.
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Progress against targets

Back to Agenda

Data contained in this release provide an indication of the progress towards achieving
waste strategy targets. They allow for the assessment of the performance of the councils

and waste management groups in Northern Ireland in managing waste arisings, recycling,

composting and landfill.

Overview of progress against targets

Indicator

To achieve a recycling
rate of 45 per cent
(including preparing for
re-use) of household
waste by 2015

To achieve a recycling
rate of 50 per cent
(including preparing for
re-use) of household
waste by 2020

To achieve a recycling
rate of 60 per cent
(including preparing for
re-use} of LACMW by
2020

Delivering Resource Efficiency - The Morthern Ireland Waste Management Strategy 2013

Source

Tar 2 n I

revised Northemn Ireland Waste

Management Strateqy

As above

As above

Progress/ Outcome

KPI (a2)
Target first met in 2017/18
— 48.1 per cent

Latest figures 2023/24
— 51.1 per cent

KPI (a2)
Target first met in 2018/19
— 50.0 per cent

Latest figures 2023/24
= 51.1 per cent

KPI (e2)
Progress in 2023/24
— 50.5 per cent

has now formally concluded with its Closure Report published in June 2022.

Following the publication of the Closure Report DAERA are currently in the process of
developing a new Waste Management Strategy.

Waste management strategy | Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs

{daera-ni.gov.uk)
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Appendix 1: User Guidance

This statistical release is part of a regular
data series presenting finalised
information on local authority collected
municipal waste managed in Northern
Ireland.

Description of data

Local authority collected municipal waste
(LACMW) data in Northern Ireland. This
is municipal waste which is collected
under arrangements made by a district
council.

Main Uses of Data

Data contained in this release are
published primarily to provide an
indication of the progress towards
achieving waste strateqgy targets. They
allow for the assessment of the
performance of the councils and waste
management groups in Northern Ireland
in managing waste arisings, recycling,
composting and landfill. Targets are set
for an annual period and performance
against targets is considered in the
Progress against targets section.

The revised Northern Ireland Waste
Management Strategy sels oul targets for
the management of local authority
collected municipal waste.
- To achieve a recycling rate of 45 per
cent (including preparing for re-use) of
household waste by 2015,
- To achieve a recycling rate of 50 per
cent (including preparing for re-use) of
household waste by 2020,
- Proposals to achieve a recycling rate
of 60 per cent (including preparing for
re-use) of LACMW by 2020.

ni.gov.uk/articles/wasle-management-
strateqy

The Programme for Government
Framework 2016-2021 contained the
percentage of household waste that is
reused, recycied or composted as a
measure for indicator 36 under outcome
2: we live and work sustainably,

protecting the environment. It is also
proposed as a population indicator in the
next Programme for Government
Framework.

The Local Government (Performance
Indicators and Standards) Order
(Morthern Ireland) 2015 came into
operation on 2B September 2015. It
contains three waste management
indicators which correspond to KPIs (a2),
(@) and () in this publication.

The Waste Framework Directive statutory
target requires member states to recycle
50 per cent of waste from households by
2020.

The data are also used to assess
performance against the Landfill Directive
targets.
hitp:/iwww. ciwwvm. co. uk/ciwmidknowledge/ia
ndfill-directive.aspx

This annual report provides final validated
information on several key performance
indicators (KPIs) used (0 assess progress
towards achieving local authority
collected municipal waste targets.

The waste data may help to inform
particular lifestyle choices of the public,
specifically decisions about how to treat
their waste. This information feeds into
Morthern Ireland specific and UK wide
research projects and articles carmmed out
and published by Waste and Resource
Action Programme (WRAP) - see the
following web resources for more
information;
https:/iwww.recyclenow.com/ni
http:fiwww. wrap.org.uk/

http:/aportal wrap.org.uk/

These projects are funded by each of the
governments within the UK. The results of
research by WRAP assist governments to
devise strategies 1o deal with issues such
as using resources sustainably, helping
people to recycle more and to waste less
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both at home and at work, offering
economic as well as environmental
benefits.

Additionally, waste management
information is used to inform the media,
special interest groups such as the
Chartered Institute of Waste Management
(CIWM) which is the professional body
representing waste and resource
professionals, academics, for example
those who would have an interest and/or
involvement in the WRAP research
mentioned above, and by DAERA to
respond o parliamentary [ assembly
guestions and ad hoc queries from the
public.

The NISRA Data Ponal provides access
to waste information with the aim of
making it available to as wide an
audience as possible by providing
interaclive tables and charts that enable
the statistics to be interpreted
conveniently.

hitps://data.nisra.gov.uk/

Local Government Reorganisation
The 26 councils covered by previous
reports were reorganised into 11 new
councils from 1 April 2015. Prior to this,
we consulted with users of the report, the
proposed changes and summary of
responses are available on the Statistics
and Analytical Services Branch (SASB)
website hitps:/fwww.daera-
ni.gov.uk/consultations/proposed-
changes-northem-ireland-local-authority-
collected-municipal-waste-management-
statistics

At that stage the opportunity was also
taken to update the report using feedback
from NISRA's peer review group.

Data Developments

Key Performance Indicators (a) and (e)
Prior to 2015/16, Northern Ireland
recycling KPls did not include waste sent
for preparing for reuse, unlike the other
UK devolved administrations. Waste sent

fior preparing for reuse has been added 1o

the calculations of these KPIs and they
have been renamed KPI (a2) and

KPI (e2). This change has been
backdated to include data from 2012/13
onwards and allows comparnsons across
time to be made for these KPIs.

The difference this makes to the quantity
of waste recycled is small. During
2023724 this change added 2,514 tonnes
of waste sent for preparing for reuse to
the recycling total. This added
approximately 0.3 percentage points to
the KPI (a) and KPI (&) rates.

These measures are now maore
consistent with the rest of the UK and
more consistent with the definition of the
targets in the Waste Management
Strategy 2020 and the Local Government
(Performance Indicators and Standards)
Order (M1) 2015, which include waste
sent for preparing for reuse.

Waste from households recycling rale

In Northern Ireland, the household
recycling rate is based on "household
waste’ as defined in the Waste and
Contaminated Land (N1) Order 1997 (the
1997 Order) and Schedule to the
Controlled Waste and Duty of Care
Regulations (NI) 2013. The ‘waste from
households’ recycling rate was introduced
for statistical purposes to provide a
harmonised UK indicator with a
comparable calculation in each of the four
UK countries.

This ‘waste from households' measure
has been added to the report and data
tables to enable UK comparisons.
However the main focus of this report is
still the previous "household waste’
definition because it is the measure most
directly related to current Northern Ireland
policy targets. There are targets in the
revised Waste Management Strategy and
the Local Government (Performance
Indicators and Standards) Order (NI)

2015 that reference the prior *household
waste’ definition.
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There is a difference between "household
waste' and 'waste from households'. The
latter has a generally narrower definition
than the former, There are a number of
sources of waste that were considered
under ‘household waste' that are not
considered by ‘waste from households’,
for example waste from street recycling
bins and street cleaning. More
information is available from the ‘waste
from households’ calculation guidance on
the WDF website.,
hitp:/fwww.wastedataflow.org/documents/
guidancenotes/Morthemireland/OtherGui
danceMNotes/WiHrecyclingguidanceN|_v2.
pdf

Analysis using 2023/24 data has shown
that the ‘waste from households’ rate is
0.9 percentage points lower than the
‘household waste' recycling rale at the
Northern Ireland level. However, the
difference between these rates vary
across councils, with the waste from
households being between 0.2
percentage points higher and 3.4
percentage points lower than the
household waste recycling rate. The time
series file allows the difference in these
rates o be compared over quarters and
across councils.

Data Sources

Waste Management Data

The information presented in this report is
taken from WasteDataFlow (WDF), a web
based system for local authority collected
municipal waste reporting by UK local
authorities to central government. The data

are based on returns made to WDF (relating

to approximately 40 questions on local
authority collected municipal waste
management) by councils, within two
maonths of the end of each quarter.

It is increasingly rare that residual waste
may still be disposed of directly to landfill.
Waste is collected by the councils directly
from the kerbside and some civic amenity
sites; third parties under contract to the
council also collect from the remaining

civic amenity sites and almost all of the
bring banks. Some larger councils use
intermediate bulking up stations where
the waste is weighed both coming into
and leaving the transfer station. In all
cases the waste is weighed on armival at
treatment sites for recovery e.g. Material
Recovery Facilities (MRFs) andfor
disposal e.q. landfill sites.

MRFs, which sort the co-mingled waste
into different resource streams, almost
always have more than one input source
and so the weighed tonnages of each
stream coming out of the plant are
assigned pro-rata to each source i.e.
based on their input tonnages as a
percentage of all input tonnages for that
penod. Weighbridge dockets are
generated which form the basis for
statutory Waste Transfer Notes (WTNs)
as the waste moves further down the
treatment chain/onto reprocessors. These
WTHNs and/or internal reports (which also
form the basis for invoices) are then sent
to the council on a monthly basis. These
are summarised on a quarterly basis and
organised into the relevant WDF
guestions/categories and finally input by
hand into the WDF web portal.

Data providers (councils in Morthern
Ireland) are supplied with technical
guidance documents outlining the
methodologies that should be used in the
collection, reporting and validation of the
data returns. These documents can be
accessed on the WDF website.

www . wastedataflow.org/htmidatasets.asp
x#tNorthernlrelandGuidance

Population Data

Population data used to calculate KPI (p),
household waste arisings per capita, was
sourced from the 2022 Mid Year
Population Estimates produced by NISRA
and are the most up to date available at
the time of publication.

Household Data

Household data used to calculate KPI (h),
household waste arisings per household,
are based on the Land and Property
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Services (LPS) housing stock from April
2024. MNote these household figures do
not include caravans. An adjustment is
made to account for the estimated
number of vacant properties. A council-
specific occupancy rate was calculated
from 2021 Census data and is applied to
the LPS data. The datasets can be
accessed from the LPS website.
hitps:/fwww.finance-

ni.gov. ukftopics/statistics-and-
research/housing-stock-stalistics

https:/fwww.finance-
ni.gov.ukftopics/siatistics-and-
research/new-dwelling-statistics

Data Quality

The data are final and are based on, but
supersede, previously published data
from the four quarnerly returns for the
financial year. The data download from
WDF were completed on 15 November
2024. At that time, all the district councils
had made a return, giving a 100 per cent
response rate.

Information contained in this report has
been sourced from WasteDataFlow
(WDF), which is the web based system
for local authority collected municipal
waste data reporting by UK local
authorities to central government. The
data in this report are based on returns
made to WDF by district councils in
Northern Ireland at the end of the
2023/24 financial year.

The fully validated figures that are published
in this annual report have undergone audit
by Northern Ireland Environment Agency
(NIEA) and further validation by Statistics
and Analytical Services Branch (SASB)
beyond that which i1s done on a quarterly
basis. The annual validation acts as a check
that all issues raised at the quarterly
validation stages have been addressed.
Additional validation checks incorporated
later in the working year are then also
applied backwards to all quarters in the
reporting year via the annual validation.

Back to Agenda

161

Strengths of Data

Data are derived from WDF with full
coverage for all councils to support
statutory MILAS diversion targets. As the
data are derived from an administrative
system, they provide a complete picture
of council controlled waste activity in NI,

Validation

Various validation checks are carried out
by both NIEA and SASE. Validations are
conducted for each individual question,
with additional global validations carried
out o ensure that total tonnage of waste
types is equal to the sum of the
component parts. Comprehensive
variance checks are employed as an
integral part of the production process for
all repons,

Any anomalies or discrepancies are
subsequently queried with the relevant
council. As WDF data can usually only be
amended at council level, it is then
necessary lo ‘reject’ or release the data
back to the waste management group
and subseqguently back to the council so
that it might be corrected as appropnate.

Limitations of Data

Waste Management Data

Despite the intensive validation carried
out an the data prior to publication, any
administrative system involving manual
data compilation will always be opento a
degree of clerical error.

Unclassified waste

Unclassified waste is calculated as a
residual amount of municipal waste after
municipal waste sent to landfill, sent for
recycling (including composting), sent for
energy recovery and prepanng for reuse
have been accounted for, instead of
being extracted directly from the
WasteDataFlow system. The majority of
the total unclassified tonnage can be
attributed to moisture and/or gaseous
losses. Small negative tonnages can
arise in the unclassified column if more
waste is sent for reatment in the guarter
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than was actually collected as is more
likely at councils operating transfer
stations. Transfer stations move waste
guickly but if a particular transfer occurs
the day after arriving, which also happens
to be the start of the next quarter, then a
small inconsistency can arse.

Types of waste

There are many different forms of waste,
including municipal solid waste,
commercial and industrial waste,
construction, demaolition and excavation
waste, hazardous waste, agricultural
waste, and waste water and sludges.
The latest report on construction,
demaolition and excavation waste ansings
is for 2009/10:

hups:/fwww.daera-
ni.gov.uk/publications/construction-
demaolition-and-excavation-wasie-
arisings-use-and-disposal-northern-
ireland

Following on from the UK's agreement to
revise its interpretation of ‘municipal
waste’ to include much more commercial
and industrial waste than previously; it
should be noted that this report, as with
all previous ones, reflects local authority
collected municipal waste only.

Material Recovery Facilities

MRFs usually have more than one input
source and the pro-rata assignment to
each source based on their input
tonnages can lead to a small over or
under estimation of the actual tonnage
being recovered from each individual
source.

Capture Rates

Capture rates are no longer included in
the body of the report but are still
available in the data tables appendix. The
calculations for capture rates are based
on a Compositional Study undertaken in
2017 and may not accurately reflect the
current situation, However, it is the best
available estimation of the proportions of
the primary waste categories contained
within kerbside residual waste, Levels of

uncertainty around the results of the
Compositional Study are discussed in the
full report.

The accuracy of these estimates is
expected to decrease over time as
household recycling habits continue to
change.

Waste Crime

Waste cnime is the unauthonsed
management of waste, including illegal
dumping. It can be difficult to quantify the
impact of such activity upon these official
figures as it is not always possible to
determine the source, date and tonnage
of illegally deposited waste. Where
possible the extent and any implications

of such activity will be communicated to
USErS.

Energy Recovery via Anaerobic Digestion
The tonnages relating to energy recovery
from material undergoing anaerobic
digestion are still accounted for under the
recycling section since the vast majority
of the tonnage of waste undergoing this
process eventually ends up as a compost
(once the methane generated from the
anaerobic digestion process has been
collected).

Rounding and Summing

It should be noted that in some instances
totals may not add up due to rounding. If
tonnages work out to be less than 0.5
tonnes, they will be rounded to zero.

On occasion percentages work out to be
less than 0.1 per cent or more than 99.9
per cent. Users should be aware that in
such cases, the percentage is rounded to
zero or 100 per cent respectively.

Whilst tonnages may be summed over
councils and/or Waste Management
Groups to give totals for higher level
geographies, such totals may suffer from
rounding errors when compared with any
given totals,

Back to Agenda

162



Agenda 16.0 / lac-municipal-waste-2023-24-annual report.pdf

However where fractions or proportions,
such as recycling rates, waste ansings
per capita etc are stated for councils or
waste management groups, these
indicators cannot be simply added or
averaged to produce a rate for a higher
level geography. Such information is
often available in the data tables
appendix, or otherwise may be available
upon request.

Data for Northern Ireland and Waste
Management Groups are only added to
charts with rates and percentages 1o
avoid distorting the scale of the charts.

MNotation and Terminology
Please see the glossary (appendix 2) for
clarification of key terms.

Guidance on using data

All figures in the report and the
accompanying Excel tables are annual
figures and refer to the stated period.
These annual figures are the final,
validated figures for the year and
supersede those figures published in the
guarterly reports for the period. Please
note that any comparisons with prior year
use the final validated figures as
published in the annual report for that
period. Very small increases or
decreases in figures (<0.5 per cent or
<0.5 percentage points) are not
highlighted in the commentary and should
be interpreted with care.

Waste Management information
elsewhere in the United Kingdom and
Europe

While it is our intention to direct users to
waste management information
elsewhere in the UK and Europe, users
should be aware that local authority
collected municipal waste statistics in
other administrations are not always
measured in a comparable manner to
those in Northern Ireland. Details of
waste management data published

elsewhere in the UK and Europe can be
found at the following links,

England
hitps:fiwww.gov. uk/government/collection
s/waste-and-recycling-statistics

Scotland
hitp:fhwww. sepa.org.uklenvironmentiwast
efwaste-data/waste-data-reporting/

Wales
htps:/gov.walesflocal-authority-
municipal-waste-management

Ireland
http:/www.epa.iefwaste/municipal/

European Union Member States
http://ec.europa.eweurostat/statistics-
explained/index.php/Municipal waste sta
tistics

The basis of the data collection across
the UK using WDF is broadly consistent,
however there are some minor
definitional differences such as Northern
Ireland recycling KPIs do include material
used as ‘backfill’ (using suitable waste
material to refill an excavation instead of
non-waste maternal) which is not directly
comparable with the revised Waste
Framework Directive recycling
measurements.

The meetings of the WasteDataFlow
Operational Group ensure a conscious
effort to share waste management
developments on a UK-wide basis with
Northern Ireland representation on this
group.

Copyright

This publication is Crown copyright. It
may be reproduced free of charge in any
format or medium. Any material used
must be acknowledged and the title of the
publication specified.
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Appendix 2: Glossary

Term Explanation
Any waste that is capable of undergoing anaerobic
Biodegradable waste decompaosition, such as food and garden waste, and paper
and paperboard.
Bring site An unmanned site with a container or a collection of

Capture rate for
household kerbside
collected waste
Civic amenity site

Compaosting

Composting rate

Dry recycling

Dry recycling rate

Energy recovery rate

Household waste

Kerbside
Key Performance
Indicators (KPIs)

LAC

Landfill sites

Local authority collected
municipal wasle

containers for depositing recyclable waste.

The amount of ‘available’ material that is actually being
collected for recycling through household kerbside collection
schemes, _

A manned site for depositing waste.

An aerobic, biological process in which organic wastes,
such as garden and kitchen waste, are converted into a
stable granular material which can be applied to land to
improve soil structure and enrich the nutrient content of the
soil.

The percentage of waste sent for composting. It excludes
waste collected for composting that was rejected at
collection or at the gate of the reprocessor.

The recycling of dry materials such as paper, card, cans,
plastic bottles, mixed plastic, glass.

The percentage of waste sent for recycling. It excludes
waste collected for recycling that was rejected at collection,
during sorting or at the gate of the recycling reprocessor. It
includes residual waste which was diverted for recycling but
excludes waste sent for preparation for reuse.

The percentage of waste sent for energy recovery. It
includes mixed residual and specific sources components.
Includes matenals (except soil, rubble and plasterboard)
collected directly from households (e.g. kerbside collections)
or indirectly (e.g. bring sites, civic amenity sites, collected by
private and voluntary organisations not included elsewhere
or streel sweepings).

A regular collection of waste from premises.
A set of measures used to gauge performance in terms of
meeting waste strategy targets.

Local Authority Collected, as in Waste. _

Any areas of land in which waste is deposited. Landfill sites
are often located in disused mines or quarries. In areas
where they are limited or no ready-made voids exist, the
practice of landraising is sometimes carried out, where
waste is deposited above ground and the landscape is
contoured.

Waste which is collected under arrangements made by a
district council,
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Term

Explanation

Mixed dry recyclables

Mixed residual waste sent

for energy recovery

NILAS

Non household waste

Other household waste

Recycling

Refuse Derived Fuel
(RDF)

Regular residual
household waste

Residual waste

Specific streams e.q.
wood

Waste arisings

Waste collected for
disposal to landhll

Waste from households

Waste streams intended for recycling found together with
each other but separately from other waste.

Combustible residual waste collected from the kerbside and
civic amenity sites and processed into refuse derived fuel at
matenal recovery facilities,

MNorthern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme

Asbestos, beach cleansing, fly-tipped matenals, gully
emptyings, commercial and industrial, construction and
demuolition, grounds waste, highways waste, other collected
waste and other.

Healthcare waste, bulky waste, street cleaning and other
household.

Any recovery operation by which waste materials are
reprocessed into products, materials or substances whether
for the original or other purposes. It does not include energy
recovery and the reprocessing into matenals that are used
as fuels.

Consists largely of organic components of municipal waste
{such as plastics and biodegradable waste). This can then
be used in a variety of ways to generate electricity, most
commonly as an additional fuel used with coal in power
stations or in cement kilns.

Household regular kerbside collection,

Waste that i1s not sent for preparing for reuse, sent for
recycling or composting.

Used in the context of Waste sent for energy recovery. ILis
mastly wood but also contains furniture, carpets and
mattresses, mostly collected from civic amenity sites.

The amount of waste collected in a given locality over a
period of time.

Collected for disposal is residual waste that has not been
sorted to separate out recyclable material from other waste
before being presented to the Council for collection at
various locations.

Mot the same as ‘household waste'. This is a narrower
definition and includes material {except soil, rubble and
plasterboard) collected only from households (e.g. kerbside
collection, bring sites, civic amenity sites or community skips
managed by councils).
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Term

Explanation

Waste sent to landfill

Waste Transfer Mole

(WTN)

WasteDataFlow

Recycled material types

Compostable (excluding
wood)

Construction, Demalition
and Excavation

Electrical Goods

Glass

Metal

Paper and Card
Plastics
Textiles

Uinclassified

WEEE (Waste Electrical
and Electronic
Equipment)

Wood

The amount of waste sent to landfill. Excludes residual
waste which was diverted for energy recovery, recycling or
composting. Includes household waste collected for energy
recovery, recycling or composting which was diverted (o
landfill. i

A note which must be created for any transfer of controlled
waste. The exception to this is householders, who are not
required to produce transfer notes,

The web based system for local authority collected
municipal waste data reporting by UK local authorities to
government [Mﬂrw.wa_stedala_ﬂpw.urg]_.

Green waste only, green garden waste only, mixed garden
and food waste, waste food only, other compostable waste
(excluding wood).

Plasterboard, rubble, soil and aggregates.

Large and small domestic appliances, TVs and monitors,
fluorescent tubes and other light bulbs, fridges and freezers,
auto batteries and post consumer batteries,

Brown, clear, green and mixed glass.

Aluminium, mixed and steel cans, aluminium foil, bicycles,
aerosols, gas bottles, fire extinguishers and other scrap
metal. Metal from Incinerator Bottom Ash (IBA).

Books, card, mixed paper and card, paper, yellow pages
and cardboard beverage packaging.

PET(1), HDPE(2), PVC(3). LDPE(4), PP(5), PS(6), other
plastics(7), mixed plastic bottles, and plastics.

Textiles and footwear, footwear only, textiles only and
carpets.

Derived category including all other recycled material
collected not included in the main categories.

As electrical goods above but excluding auto batteries and
post consumer batteries.

Wood, chipboard and MDF, composite wood materials and
wood for composting.
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Appendix 3: List of Acronyms

This is a list of commonly used acronyms in this report.

arczl Regional waste management group in Northern Ireland
BLACMW  Biodegradable Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste
CIWM Chartered Institution of Wastes Management

DAERA Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
EC European Commission

EU European Union

KPI Key Performance Indicator

LAC Local Authority Collected

LACMW  Local Authority Collected Municipal Waste

LPS Land and Property Services

MDR Mixed Dry Recyclables

MRF Materials Recovery Facility

NI Morthern Ireland

NIEA Northern Ireland Environment Agency

NILAS Morthern Ireland Landfill Allowance Scheme
NISRA Morthern Ireland Statistics and Research Agency
NWRWMG North West Regional Waste Management Group

RDF Refuse Derived Fuel

SASE Statistics and Analytical Services Branch, DAERA
UK United Kingdom

WDF WasteDataFlow

WEEE Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment
WRAP Waste and Resource Action Programme
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Accredited Official Statstics are official statistics that have been independently reviewed
by the Office for Statistics Regulation (OSR) and confirmed to comply with the standards
of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice for Statistics. Producers of
accredited official statistics® are legally required 1o ensure they maintain compliance with
the Code.

These accredited official statistics were independently reviewed by OSR in September
2013 in the Assessment Report 263 Statistics on the Environment and Waste
Management in Northern Ireland, with accreditation confirmed in January 2014. They
comply with the standards of trustworthiness, quality and value in the Code of Practice and
should be labelled MNational Statistics (or ‘accredited official statistics’).

In October 2020, a compliance check was completed for the waste statistics produced by
each of the UK regions and confirmed that the designation (or ‘accredited official statistics’
labelling) should continue. The trustworthiness, quality and value of the statistics, including
the coherence of the data source, methods and quality assurance (QA) arrangements, and
the presentation of the statistics were reviewed with a final outcome that the stalistics can
continue to be designated as MNational Statistics (or ‘aceredited official statistics').

Our Statistics Charter provides further details of how we apply the principles and practices
of the Code in the production and publication of our official statistics.

Our statistical practice is regulated by OSR. They set the standards of trustworthiness,
guality and value in the Code of Practice for Statistics that all producers of official statistics
should adhere to.

You are welcome o contact us directly with any comments about how we meel these
standards.

Alternatively, you can contact OSR by emailing regulation@stalislics.qov.uk or via
the OSR website.

* Accredited Official Statistics are called Nabonal Statistics mn the Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007
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