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Policy Details of policy Screening 

Outcome 

 
New policies 
 

Newry, Mourne and 
Down District Council’s 
Performance 
Improvement Plan 
2026-27 

The Performance Improvement Plan 2026-27 includes the following five objectives, 
all of which are linked to Community Plan and Corporate Plan 2024-27.  
1. We will support the health and wellbeing of local people by improving our leisure 

facilities and services 
2. We will contribute to growing the economy by supporting business growth, job 

creation and pathways to employment 
3. We will improve the cleanliness of our District by continuing to promote recycling 

and addressing littering, fly tipping and dog fouling incidents 
4. We will improve our sustainability and reduce our impacts in relation to climate 

change 
5. We will improve the processing times of planning applications and enforcement 

cases by implementing the Planning Service Improvement Programme 
 
 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 

Introducing charging for 
entry at two Council 
events (Eats and Beats 
and Footsteps in the 
Forest) Summer 2026 
 

Council delivers three Tourism events each year titled “Giant Adventures” which 
includes “Footsteps in the Forest” in Slieve Gullion (a traditional Halloween walking 
trail in a forest) and “Eats and Beats” (food and music festival) in Donard Park in 
Newcastle.  Due to the increasing operational cost of delivering events, the Council is 
proposing to introduce a small charge for entry to these two events this year. 
 
 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 

NMDDC Draft Off-Street 
Parking (Public Car 
Parks) Order 

This is an updated legal document, not a policy. The original legislation was in 
ownership of DFI with the function transferring across to Council. 
 
 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 



Consideration of 
maintaining Council’s 
approach to continue 
requiring Blue Badge 
owners to pay the 
requisite parking 
charges at Tyrella Beach  
 

Currently Blue Badge holders can access Tyrella Beach for a minimal parking fee.  No 
other vehicles are permitted to access the beach.  This proposal would maintain the 
current position for Blue Badge holders, including those who have booked to use 
inclusive beach equipment provided by the Mae Murray foundation, requiring them to 
pay the requisite fee for parking their vehicle. 
 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 

 
Reviewed policies 
  

Planning Enforcement 
Strategy April 2026 

The Strategy aims to resolve enforcement issues informally where possible, control 
unauthorised development, remedy its impacts, take legal action when necessary, 
and act consistently and proportionately to maintain the integrity of the planning 
system. 
 
Revisions include the removal of anonymous complaints (unless they fall into Priority 
1 category). Revised performance targets and changing the Priority Categories from 
3 to 4. 
 
 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 

 


