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Policy Details of policy Screening 
Outcome 

 
New policies 
 

Reserves Policy The Council shall maintain balances within reserves as required by the Code of 
Practice on Local Authority Accounting and shall maintain balances within its 
funds as it considers prudent bearing in mind the financial risks and 
opportunities to which it is exposed in line with CIPFA guidance. 
 
The purpose is to set the Council’s policy in relation maintaining its financial 
reserves and funds to allow proper financial planning and ensure adequate 
financial resilience. 
 
In making decisions the Council will have regard to the reports presented by 
the Chief Financial Officer. 
 
In order to assess the adequacy of unallocated general reserves when setting 
the budget, Chief Financial Officer should take account of the strategic, 
operational and financial risks facing the authority. 
 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 

City of Sanctuary This relates to a proposal wherein Council is seeking to join the City of 
Sanctuary Local Authority Network and work towards accreditation as a 
Council of Sanctuary.  
 
The City of Sanctuary initiative closely aligns with the Council’s statutory 
responsibilities under Section 75 of the Northern Ireland Act 1998, particularly 
in promoting equality of opportunity and fostering good relations.  The 
purpose of the initiative is to build a culture of hospitality and welcoming by 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 



creating opportunities for relationships of solidarity between local people and 
those seeking sanctuary.  The core values are inclusivity, openness, 
participation, inspiration, solidarity and integrity.  It is felt that this is a strong 
fit with the Council’s current Social Inclusion and Good Relations work. 
 

 
Reviewed policies 
  

IT Policies The primary purpose of the policies is to establish a framework for the 
responsible, secure and compliant use of technology within Council.  They 
provide clear guidance for all individuals who have access to Council 
information and technologies, ensuring they understand their roles and 
responsibilities in managing and protecting IT resources. 
 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 

Bilingualism Policy The policy sets out Council’s commitment to facilitate and encourage the 
promotion and use of both the Irish language and the English Language in 
the Council area. 
 

No EQIA 
considered 
necessary 

 


