Neighbourhood Watch Operational Principles

As Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators

· We will maintain responsible association within the community.

· We will use our knowledge and professional associations for the benefit of our neighbours and not to secure unfair advantage.

· We will make only realistic and founded statements regarding our neighbours.

· We will show sensitive regard for the moral, social, cultural and religious standards of others.

· We will refrain from imposing our beliefs r opinions on others, although we reserve the right to express them when appropriate and in a manner compliant with our commitment.

· We will not engage in harassment, abusive words or actions, or exploitative coercion in our neighbourhood or in relation to work of Neighbourhood Watch.

· We will treat all communications in relation to Neighbourhood Watch with professional confidence.

All records kept of Neighbourhood watch business will be stored or disposed of in a manner that assures security and confidentiality and in line with council GDPR requirements

Appendix 2
Neighbourhood Watch Declaration of Good Principles

As Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinators
· we commit ourselves to the principles of Equity, Respect for Differences and Relationship-Building across and within the communities living in xxxxxx. 

· We accept that everyone has the right to expect to work and live free from any form of intimidation due to religious, political, cultural or national differences. 

· Representation and promotion of our own cultural, political and religious identities should be achieved in a manner that shows respect for each other, promotes diversity and can lead to creating mutual respect and understanding. 

· As Co-ordinators we are committed to ensuring that our behaviour can in no way make any person feel uncomfortable or victimised because of their religious, political, cultural, or national identity. 

· As Co-ordinators we will endeavour to use language and conduct ourselves in a manner that makes no other member or community feel belittled or degraded.

Appendix 3
Neighbourhood Watch Application Form
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Neighbourhood Watch Scheme Co-ordinator Application Form

	Name
	

	Previous names
	

	Date Of Birth
	

	Address
	

	Postcode
	

	Telephone no(s)
	

	Email address
	

	Previous addresses in last 5 years
	


	Proposed scheme Area
	

	Proposed scheme name
	

	Postcodes included in scheme
	

	Number of houses in scheme
	

	Community Consultation carried out? (How)
	e.g. Public meeting, Opt out letter drop, social media etc. 
	Level of Community Support? (Please Circle)

LOW          MEDIUM          HIGH


REFERENCES: Please give details of two people (not family members) who have known you for at least 2 years who could provide a reference.

	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone No
	

	How this person knows you?
	


	Name
	

	Address
	

	Telephone No
	

	How this person knows you?
	

	PSNI Approved: Date_______________

Name:___________________________

Badge:__________________________

*Copy of this form to be retained by Local PSNI and PCSP.


	ID Produced

Driving Licence □  Passport □ Other □ 

__________________________________

Person ID seen by PCSP/PSNI 

__________________________________

Date: _____________________________
	PCSP Approved: Date______________

Date ID card Posted:_______________

Date Signage ordered: _____________

Issuing Officer:_________________________


Applicant declaration:

I agree that the PSNI may carry out a Police Service Check and that they can advise the PCSP, in confidence, as to my suitability for appointment as NHW co-ordinator. I further agree to my personal details above being held by the local PCSP and PSNI.

I agree to:

· Conduct myself professionally, with truth, accuracy, fairness, and responsibility within the work of NHW and to the public.

· To improve my competence and advance the aims and objectives of NHW through attendance and input to its meetings and training.

· Adhere to the operations and good relations principles (NHW manual) to enable the achievement of NHW objectives and the development of positive public relations.

· Upon receipt of my NHW Identity card, I will ensure it is kept safe and inform local PSNI if it is lost or stolen. I will not permit anyone else to use my ID card.

· I understand in my role as NHW co-ordinator I will wear my ID card visibly and show it to any households I visit within my scheme.

· I will not engage in any activity or behaviour which is likely to impact on my ability to retain the confidence of the local community and the PSNI.

· If requested, I agree to return the ID card to PCSP.

	[image: image5.emf]Please tick this box to confirm that you are over 18 years of age and that you have read the NHW information brochure. The ticked box confirms that you understand how your contact information will be retained and used by your local PCSP and the PSNI, in full compliance with the Data Protection Act 1998 & The General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) 2018.  


I, the undersigned, give permission to my local PCSP to place my details on a computerised database system, accessible by the local PCSP and PSNI for use only in Neighbourhood Watch Scheme. I agree that the Police Service of Northern 
Ireland will carry out a Police Service Check as to my suitability to become a NHW co-ordinator and to receive information via this scheme. PCSP/PSNI reserves the right to remove an individual from the NHW scheme if it becomes known that the individual has been involved in criminal activity or for any other reason which is deemed unacceptable to the purpose of this scheme.

Privacy Notice can be found on your Local Council website: 

Signed______________________________________________ 
 Date __________________________ 

Appendix 6

Neighbourhood Watch Canvasing Letter
	[image: image6.emf]CANVASSING LETTER - DELETE IF REQUIRED
Date xx/xx/xxxx

Dear Resident, 

Residents within your area have suggested that they would like to set up a Neighbourhood Watch scheme where you live. Neighbourhood Watch involves neighbours looking after each other – keeping ‘an eye’ on each other’s houses while neighbours are on holidays, watching out for suspicious activity, reducing burglaries, vandalism and helping older people and the community feel safe in their homes. 

Being a part of the Neighbourhood Watch scheme is easy and there is little work for you to do. It just means if you need someone to keep an eye on your house when you are away, see something that is suspicious and you do not want to call the police – you can contact a Co-ordinator. The Co-ordinator will also keep you informed, through leaflet drops for example, if there are crimes in the area so that you can protect your house and property. 

The xxxxxx community, xxxxxx Policing and Community Safety Partnership, and the Police support Neighbourhood Watch. Residents living in your area have come forward and have volunteered to co-ordinate the scheme. One will call with you soon to introduce themselves and give you their contact details. If you do not want to take part in the scheme, please telephone xxxxxx. 

Together we can work to make sure that xxxxxx remains a safe and peaceful Place to live. 

Kind Regards,


	We would appreciate your views on the proposal to set up a Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in the xxxxxx area.

	I think that the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme should be introduced in xx/xx/xxxx

	
Yes   
No  

	I would like to get involved in the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme


	
Yes   
                            No  

	I would like to be a co-ordinator within the 

Neighbourhood Watch Scheme in XXXX


	
Yes                                   No  

	Any other comments: ………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………

 Name:  ……………………………………………………………………….

Address:  ……………………………………………………………………….

……………………………………………………………………….

Post Code: …………………………………………………… Tel. No: ……………………………………………………………………….
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