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FAQs

“What is the Mourne Mountain Adventure (MMA)?”

The Mourne Mountain Adventure is a youth challenge event that will be held in the Mourne Mountains and is supported by Newry, Mourne and Down District Council, volunteer organisations, the uniformed and emergency services. The event will take place on Sat 23 Apr 16 starting at 7.00am at Tollymore Forest Park, Bryansford (Expedition Level) or 8.00am at Carrick Little, Car Park, Head Road, Kilkeel (Challenge Level). It is an opportunity for up to 420 young people (teams comprised of 6 young people) aged 12-18 years old to navigate themselves across a predetermined route in the Mourne Mountains finishing in Silent Valley, Kilkeel with a water and task phase; closing with a BBQ and awards. It targets hard to reach young people to engage them in risk taking activities in a safe environment. 
“Who can enter the MMA?”

The MMA is open to everyone, it is a team event. Each team is made up of six young people, in any male / female combination – aged between 12 and 18 years old. The group will need a group leader(adult) and a team leader. The group leader will receive all information regarding the event but will not participate on the hike but can participate in the other events in Silent Valley. The team leader will be one of the young people in the group and the contact person on the day of the event.
“What is involved?”

The MMA is run at two levels– The Challenge Level and Expedition level. 
Challenge Level
The Challenge level starts on Saturday 23 April 2016 in Carrick Little car park, Head Road, Kilkeel @ 8am and involves a trek through the Mourne Mountains, with tasks set along the way. Following this a RIB activity will be provided from Kilkeel harbour and activities to test decision making, communication, coordination and team working skills (this part will be based at Silent Valley). The day will conclude with a BBQ and presentation of a t-shirt and certificate. 
Expedition Level
The Expedition starts on Saturday 23 April 2016 at Tollymore Forest Park @ 7am Participants will trek over Slieve Bearnagh on their way to Silent Valley with tasks set along the way. Following this a RIB activity will be provided from Kilkeel harbour and activities to test decision making, communication, coordination and team working skills (this part will be based at Silent Valley). The day will conclude with a BBQ and presentation of a t-shirt and certificate.
"When do entrants have to be the qualifying age?"

Entrants have to be between 12 and 18 on the date of the event.

"How can my organisation apply?"

Organisations can apply through the Newry, Mourne & Down District Council Policing and Community Safety Partnership, via www.newrymournedown.org and click on latest news,   through official facebook page www.facebook.com/ MourneMountainAdventure  or through the Sponsors; Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service, The Police Service of Northern Ireland, Reserve Forces and Cadets Association Northern Ireland & The International Fund for Ireland.
“What will my organisation have to provide?”

In addition to a team of six, a Group Leader and transport to bring the team to the event. Groups must bring a packed lunch and fluids for the trek. A BBQ will be served on completion of the event. Individuals should bring a change of clothes on the completion of the adventure.

“How much is it going to cost?”

The MMA costs £10 per team member. Groups must be paid at registration on 29th January 2016.
“What skills do I need?”

The Challenge level is for teams with some but limited experience of the outdoors and the Expedition level is aimed at teams participating in the DofE or Presidents Award.   Teams should have map reading experience, be physically fit and have the adequate kit as outlined below.
 “What kit do I need?”

Walking Boots, Spare pair of socks, Layers (T-shirt, Track top/Jumper), Hat, Gloves, Waterproof Jacket, Packed Lunch, Water and Rucksack and a change of clothes. 
"When are teams told the route?"
The notification of the route will be posted on the Mourne Mountain Adventure Facebook page by 2 November 2015. 
On Saturday 23 April 2016 the Challenge teams must register at Carrick Little car park and the Expedition teams Tollymore Forest Park; they will be given a map of the route and full information about the adventure.  Times for arrival will be given closer to the time.
 “How long does it take?”

The Expedition team will participate in a longer trek in the Mountain but the entire event will be finished by 1800 hours.
"How can I get in touch with the Event Organisers?"

Contact the Newry and Mourne Policing and Community Safety Partnership on 028 3031 3078 or email pcsp@nmandd.org  or private message on Facebook Mourne Mountain Adventure. 
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