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Agenda ltem: | [This is the number the item will be given]
Report to: Enterprise Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Subject: Land at Slieve Croob

Date: Monday 12 December 2016

Reporting Officer: | Marie Ward, Director Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism

Contact Officer: Heather Wilson, Countryside Access Officer

Decisions Required

To note/agree etc the contents of the report and approve recommendations at Section 3

1.0

Purpose and Background
To consider possible acquisition of land in Slieve Croob for future development of
walking trails and to ensure environmental protection of this area

2.0

Key Issues

A site meeting was held with Clir Pol O’Gribin in September 2016 to discuss the
potential for developing further walking trails in the area. He was also keen that the
Council purchase land at the summit of Slieve Croob for the development of such trails
and to ensure the environmental protection of the area.

Access to the summit of Slieve Croob is currently limited to the western flank of the
mountain with the development of the Transmitter Road to facilitate access to
communications masts. The legacy Banbridge District Council agreed a permissive
path with the relevant landowners (all public bodies) over this road to allow for public
access to the summit. There is currently no agreed access to the southern or eastern
side of the mountain-options for access were explored some years ago by legacy
Down District Council but unfortunately no agreement could be reached with the
landowners.

In March 2015 the Northern Ireland Environment Agency declared an Area of Special
Scientific Interest at close to the summit of Slieve Croob by reason of its geological
features. As part of this designation, NIEA have listed a number of activities as likely to
damage the geological interest of the area, including alteration of natural features and
recreational activities. Therefore any proposed recreational activity in the area will
require the assent of NIEA and careful management.

Currently Outdoor Recreation NI (ORNI) is carrying out a community trails plan for the
Slieve Croob and the Mournes DEA's which will include consultations with local
communities in the area. A key part of the plan will be to undertake a strategic review
of all existing trails and identify gaps in the current provision, as well as assessing the
need and public benefit of each community trail project identified.

3.0

Recommendation
Given that ORNI are currently developing a community trails plan for the Slieve Croob
and Mournes DEA'’s it would be recommended that no further action is taken in regard
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to developing trails or purchasing land in the Slieve Croob area until completion of the
study.

4.0 | Resource Implications
None currently

5.0 | Equality and Good Relations implications
None identified

6.0 | Appendices

Map identifying the location of the ASSI.
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Agenda ltem: | [This is the number the item will be given]

Report to: Enterprise Regeneration and Tourism Committee

Subject: DOE Environment Fund for Ring of Gullion AONB, LPS and SLLP
Date: 30.11.2016

Reporting Officer: | Marie Ward, Director Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism
Contact Officer: Darren Rice, Ring of Gullion LPS Manager

Decisions Required

To accept the letter of offer and for officers to take necessary actions to implement.

1.0 | Purpose and Background

In December 2015, the NMDDC submitted a Environment Fund application form to the
Department of Environment for the project of Counties Armagh and Down
Environmentally Protected Area Management to cover the costs of the Strangford
Lough, Lecale and Down Coast AONB, Ring of Gullion LPS and Ring of Gullion
AONB.

NIEA issued an agreement to fund 2016/17 to 2018/19 for SLLP and RoG AONB and
RoG LPS. A letter of offer will be issued each year when NIEA have confirmed their
budgets.

On the 24 March 2016 the DEARA sent a letter of offer for 2016/17.
On 30 November 2016 DEARA issued a letter of offer for 2017/18:

SLLP £84,922 at up to 52% of eligible costs for the period 1 April 2017 — 31 March
2018 towards Option 1 in your application.

ROG £69,482 at up to 50% of eligible costs for the period 1 April 2017- 31 March
2018 towards Option 1 in your application.

Key Issue

Indicative funding levels for 2018-19 are outlined below, but which will be subject to a
new letter of offer, which include:-
« Sufficient receipts being received by the Department from the carrier bag levy.
* Any changes in priorities for delivery identified by the Northern Ireland
Executive.
« Decisions made by the NI Executive and Assembly on future Budget
allocations to departments
e Successful delivery in 2016-17, 2017-18.

Part ASLLP
1 April 2018- 31 March 2019 — Up to £85,771 at up to 54% of eligible costs
Part B ROG
1 April 2018- 31 March 2019 — Up to £70,177 at up to 33% of eligible costs




Agenda 12) / Item 12 re Rpt DOE Environment Fund Ring of Gullio...pdf Back to Agenda

126
A Grant Acceptance form accepting this offer has to be returned within a month of the
date of the letter of offer.

3.0 | Recommendations

1. Sign and return acceptance form to NIEA

4.0 | Resource Implications

None

5.0 | Appendices

None
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Agenda ltem: | [This is the number the item will be given]
Report to: Enterprise Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Subject: NI Chamber — Corporate Membership

Date: 12" December 2016

Reporting Officer: | Marie Ward

Contact Officer: Jonathan McGilly

Decisions Required

To consider recommendations outlined in 3.1 and agree a way forward.

1.0 | Purpose and Background

1.1 | NI Chamber of Commerce is a well known network for businesses in NI enabling
members to grow their organisation locally and internationally and drive the
development of the economy. They do this via:

(i) Growth and export support initiatives

(ii) Networking and events

(iii) Access to government

(iv) Building brand and reputation

2.0 | KeylIssue

2.1 | NI Chamber is offering corporate membership to all Councils across NI. From the
perspective of our region, membership offers a one to one relationship manager who
can provide assistance and advices across the organisation on business related
matters. Membership also offers benefits around returning access to business
development programmes such as Growth programmes and Meet the Buyer, meeting
with senior Business leaders and influences across NI, hosting NI Chamber events in
our area, promotional opportunities via NI Chamber website, access to NI Chamber
Business Forums etc. NI Chamber also lobby on key areas affecting businesses like
corporation tax, skills and learning, energy and interconnection, NI Economic Strategy
and PFQG etc.

3.0 | Recommendations

3.1 | Recommend NMDDC join NI Chamber of Commerce on initial 12 month period with
review thereafter.

4.0 | Resource Implications

4.1 | £2,500 for 12months membership.

5.0 | Equality and good relations implications.

5.1 | No negative impact on equality and good relations.
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Agenda ltem: | [This is the number the item will be given]
Report to: Enterprise Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Subject: Overseas Results for NMDDC Area

Date: 12 December 2016

Reporting Officer: | Marie Ward

Contact Officer: Jonathan McGilly

Decisions Required

To consider recommendations outlined in 3.1 and agree a way forward.

1.0 | Purpose and Background

1.1 | As part of the development and natural growth of a business export is a key are that
businesses need to consider if the aspire to grow. This can be a daunting task and
one fraught with complexity, if not given appropriate advice and assistance. It can
often be discounted as an option by many SMEs given the complexity involved with
the process and the lack of clear assistance. The most effective way to explore the
export route for a business is to find partners who would be willing to purchase your
specific product and from that point begin to explore the options.

2.0 | KeyIssue

2.1 | As part of the Economic Regeneration and Investment Strategy, Business
Development and growth is a key theme and in order to achieve this we need to be
encouraging of SMEs to explore potential new markets for their goods and services.
Having researched this extensively, officers have sourced a Business (Overseas
Results Ltd) that can work with SMEs to explore potential markets for their goods and
services and then via their network of overseas agents can begin to locate specific
customers willing to engage with our SMEs to explore costs, scale etc which will allow
SMEs from our area to make a more informed decision on exploring a route to market.

This opportunity would be advertised locally to SMEs and a pre agreed upper limit of
participants will be selected using agreed and advertised criteria. Following that
process work will commence of finding participant partners. Once paired with export
contacts the business themselves can then explore the market opportunity more
extensively via the network of support INI offer to exporting company.

3.0 | Recommendations

3.1 | NMDDC enter into an agreement with Overseas Results Ltd to run a programme of
export sourcing for 20 companies in NMDDC to be completed in current financial year.

4.0 | Resource Implications

4.1 | £500 per company — total cost £10,000. Budget available in current financial year.

5.0 | Equality and good relations implications.

5.1 | Opportunity to avail of this service will be open to all SMEs in district to apply that meet
the criteria.
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Report to: ERT Committee
Date of Meeting: 12" December 2016
Subject: Proposal to create a Mourne granite replica of the 8™-century

St Patrick’s Cross in the vicinity of St Patrick’s Grave to
increase tourism to Downpatrick

Reporting Officer Marie Ward, Director, ERT

(Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Michael King, Museum Curator, Down County Museum
(Including Job Title):

Decisions required:

Committee is asked to note the inclusion of £25,000 in the draft capital programme for 2017-18 for
the scanning and creation of a replica St Patrick’s Cross.

1.0 Purpose and Background:

1.1 The purpose of this report is to inform Committee of a potential tourism project
that would recreate a 4m high cross, named as St Patrick’s Cross since c. 1840,
the remains of which are known to have stood beside the traditional site of St
Patrick’s Grave to the south of Down Cathedral until 1900, when the large
granite slab was placed on the site.

1.2 St Patrick’s Cross represents a remarkable survival from the Early Christian
period, and could be one of the earliest high crosses in Ireland. The cross-head
would have measured 1.6m wide when complete. On one side of the cross head
are large recesses that could have held painted wooden or jewelled metalwork
inserts, which makes it unique. The cross may have been commissioned by King
Fiachna of Ulaid who ruled in County Down from c. 750-789 and oversaw the
early years of the monastery of Down.

1.3 The Dean and Chapter of Down currently displays three fragments of this cross,
made of G2 Mourne granite, just inside the entrance of the Cathedral. The
fragments are too damaged to reconstruct, and the cross is now incomplete.
However, with the help of a grant from the Down and Lecale Historical Society,
the three fragments have now been cleaned, revealing fine early Irish designs of
interlace, fretwork and spirals, which date the cross to the late 8" century (the
period when the Book of Kells was written) when the monastery of Down had
recently been established, c. 750 AD.

1.4 In the light of the success of the Downpatrick High Cross project, which involved
the long-term loan of the early 10" century High Cross to Down County Museum
by the Dean and Chapter of Down, and the creation of an accurate replica in G2
granite to replace the original outside the east end of the Cathedral, a further
tourism project, relating to the St Patrick’s Cross, is now under consideration. It
is envisaged that the fragments of St Patrick’s Cross could be scanned, and a
digital model of the complete cross could be created for replication by automated
drilling in the same type of G2 Mourne granite as the original. The new 4m high
St Patrick’s Cross is envisioned as being a beacon for modern-day pilgrims and
tourists coming to the area, and one of the ‘must see’ monuments that tourists
should visit when they come to the island of Ireland.

2.0 Key issues:

2l As in the case of the recent upgrade of the pathway leading to St Patrick’s Grave,
this project would be a partnership between the Dean and Chapter of Down and
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Newry, Mourne and Down District Council. The Dean and Chapter are very
enthusiastic about the potential of the project in relation to pilgrimage to the site
where Ireland’s patron saint is said to have been buried (by Muircht in the late 7%
century).

2.2

The precise location of the new Cross on the Hill of Down would have to be
carefully considered in relation to impact on the environment, graveyard and
archaeology. Any planning application for this proposal would be considered under
Policy BH 1 of PPS 6 (regionally important scheduled monuments) which would
assess the impact upon setting and physical impacts upon archaeological remains.

2.3

Potential costs include the scanning and replication of the original cross, planning
application costs and requirements, and any necessary archaeological
investigations.

2.4

Although only parts of the cross-head survive, and the cross-shaft has been lost, it
will be possible to repeat the designs found on the cross-arms on the new cross-
shaft, as is indicated from a drawing in PRONI showing the spiral pattern from the
top cross-arm also at the top of the cross-shaft as it survived in 1843 at St
Patrick’s Grave.

2.5

The fragments of St Patrick’s Cross are made from G2 Mourne granite from the
area of the Bloody Bridge River, which can still be sourced from a working quarry
on Thomas’ Mountain near Newcastle. The new Cross can therefore be made from
the original material still available in the District. There is potential to attract the
interest of TV and media in following and filming the recreation of this important
monument for added tourism impact, as the project has geotourism,
archaeological, art historical and technological components.

2.6

There is potential for St Patrick’s Cross to become an icon for St Patrick tourism
which would provide an additional boost to those Downpatrick venues presenting
the story of St Patrick to a worldwide audience (St Patrick Centre, Down County
Museum, Down Cathedral). Currently over 800 coaches visit Downpatrick each
year because of its links to St Patrick, and it is intended that those visitors will
experience all the above venues, and especially the focal point of St Patrick’s
Grave. This project should therefore attract the support of TourismNI and Tourism
Ireland.

2.7

Down County Museum staff have experience of successfully managing a previous
high cross replication project (Downpatrick High Cross, 2013-14) and are in a
position to manage this new project if progressed.

3.0

Recommendations:

3.1

This report is for noting by Committee.

4.0

Resource implications

4.1

The full project cost is dependent on the archaeological intervention required, but
is estimated to be in the region of £35,000. A sum of £25,000 is included in the
draft capital programme for 2017-2018 as a Council contribution to this project
and would cover the scanning and creation of the replica cross.

5.0

Equality and good relations implications:

5.1

The Museum has a track record of managing cross-community projects,
programmes and activities and is active in maintaining good relations. This project
involves the creation of a cross which will be outside and therefore accessible to
all members of the public.

6.0

Appendices

Appendix 1: Image of the three surviving fragments of St Patrick’s Cross, super-
imposed on a drawing of what a recreation of St Patrick's Cross would look like.
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Report to: ERT Committee

Date of Committee 12 December 2016

Meeting:

Subject: Recommendations from Camlough Lake Working

group — 10.11.16

Reporting Officer Marie Ward

(Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Michelle Boyle

(Including Job Title):

1.0

1.3 The Camlough Lake Working Group met on 10.11.16
Recommendations listed in paragraph 2 are presented for Committee
consideration.

2.0 Recommendations for consideration by Committee:

2.1 Councillor Mulgrew as Chairperson and Stephen Boyle Vice Chairperson

2.2 Site meeting to view works to be programmed for February

3.0 Appendices

N/A
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Agenda ltem:

Report to: Enterprise Regeneration and Tourism Committee

Subject: Performing Arts Project at Newry & Mourne Museum: Progress
Report

Date: 12" December 2016

Reporting Officer: | Marie Ward, Director Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism

Contact Officer: Dr Robert Whan, Project Officer (Noreen Cunningham, Museum
Curator)

Decisions Required

To note the contents of the report

1.0 | Purpose and Background

Newry and Mourne Museum'’s two-year Performing Arts Project will research and
enhance engagement with the Museum'’s extensive performing arts collection. It will
also record for posterity the rich oral history of those who have been involved in
performances since the 1930s. Outputs include online and travelling exhibitions,
reminiscence activities, intergenerational workshops, and development of an audio-
visual resource.

A Project Officer was appointed on 26 September 2016 and the Project was formally
launched on 19 October by the Council Chairperson, Clir. Gillian Fitzpatrick, when
representatives of some of the performing arts organisations in the district were
present (Newry Feis, Newry Drama Festival, Newry Musical Society, Newpoint
Players, and the Pantomimes).

Two Project Volunteers (Pat Fox and Paula Bate) have also been recruited and started
at the end of November 2016.

2.0 | Keylssues

1. To catalogue c.3,000 items in the Newry and Mourne Museum collection
relating to performing arts. This will be the main focus to the end of January
2017.

2. To undertake oral history interviews. Initial contact has been made with Brian
Fitzpatrick, who will be sharing his photographs and memories of Irish Dancing
with Arthur Burns and drama in Lislea. Other planned interviewees include
Charlie Smyth, Rowland Anketell, Aima Brown, Elizabeth Boyle, Nat Coleman
and Jacqueline Turley.

3. To develop an Intergenerational Plan for the Project by January 2017. This will
include an action plan for how the intergenerational aspects of the Project will
be delivered.

3.0 | Recommendations

That the above progress report be noted.
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4.0 | Resource Implications 134

None — the Project is funded by the Esmée Fairbairn Collections Fund (administered
by the Museums Association).

5.0 | Equality and Good Relations implications

This project will have a positive impact, for instance, the intergenerational work will
align well with the Council’s current Age Friendly Initiative.

6.0 | Appendices
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