
September 29th, 2026

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 5th October 2026 at 6:00 pm in  Mourne
Room, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 7
September 2026
For Approval

Attachment: Action Sheet 2026 09 07.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7 September 2026
Attachment: Council Minutes 2026-09-07.pdf Page 4

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 14 September 2026
For Approval

Attachment: Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2026-09-14.pdf Page 14

6.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 17 September 2026
For Approval

Attachment: Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes
2026-09-17.pdf

Page 20

7.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 21 September 2026
For Approval

Attachment: Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2026 09 21.pdf Page 28

8.0  Minutes of Sustainability & Environment Committee Meeting
held on 23 September 2026
For Approval

Attachment: Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2026_08-19.pdf Page 32



 

10.0  Planning Section

There are no issues arising.

Correspondence

11.0  Correspondence Report
For Information

No correspondence arising.

Notices of Motion

12.0  Notice of Motion - Equal Funding for Church Halls
For Decision

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Bowsie:

"Church halls are vital community facilities throughout rural and urban areas of Newry, Mourne & Down
District Council and should not be excluded from being able to apply for council grants that are available to
other community halls.

This Council agrees, where a church hall meets the council’s existing definition of a ‘community facility’
(eg it is available to the whole community for public use or hire), it should not be denied funding merely on
the basis that the hall’s management committee pertains to a religious body.

This Council resolves that in order to be eligible, halls must be managed by a constituted community
association or a church body registered with the Charity Commission for Northern Ireland, and thus the
applicant will ensure it has governing rules which do not restrict any section of the community from using
the building or restrict any type of activity, other than for reasons of insurance or legal protections already
afforded to such charities."

13.0  Notice of Motion - Maternity Services at Daisy Hill Hospital

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Devlin: 

"That this Council recognises the vital role of inpatient maternity services at Daisy Hill Hospital and the
importance of safe, accessible maternity care for women across Newry, Mourne and Down and the wider
region; expresses its concern at the staffing pressures threatening the sustainability of the service and
believes that women should not face unequal access to maternity care because of where they live; calls on
the Minister for Health, Department of Health and Southern Health and Social Care Trust to work urgently
to support recruitment and retention at Daisy Hill, protect inpatient maternity services and deliver a safe,
sustainable solution that works for women, families and staff.



Council further calls for the Department of Health to review and reform the current arrangements for the
recruitment, employment and deployment of specialist medical staff across Trusts, with consideration given
to a region-wide approach that enables staff to be deployed according to need and supports more
equitable terms and conditions, helping to address persistent recruitment and retention challenges.”

14.0  Notice of Motion - Establishment of a Fleadh Legacy Fund

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Finn: 

"Newry Mourne and Down district council recognises the incredible impact that Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann
had in Belfast this summer, and further recognises the work of Comhaltas and the volunteers who made
the week such a success. The

Council notes the number of musicians, singers, storytellers and dancers from across our district who
attended the Fleadh, and will, take steps to prepare a paper on the establishment of a Fleadh legacy fund
to support the work of those artists and young people :and, will further write to the other local councils to
ask that they also consider this preparation so that we can see the legacy of the Fleadh and our artists
protected into the future."

15.0  Notice of Motion - Dolly Parton Imagination Library

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Feehan: 

"Newry Mourne & Down District Council;

Acknowledges that the majority of physical brain development occurs in the first three years of life, when
children form over 1 million new neural connections per second; Recognises the benefits of reading, and
reading aloud, to young children which can promote the development of basic literacy and vocabulary
skills, establish strong inter-personal relationships between children and parents/guardians, as well as
improving longer term educational, health, social and economic outcomes; Is concerned about the rising
cost of living which will limit the ability of families to pay for essential educational resources like books for
young children; Agrees to investigate and establish a pilot of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library in the
District to provide a new book each month for children aged 0-5, working with any interested partners to
secure the success and sustainable funding of the scheme."

16.0  Notice of Motion - Irish Unity Referendum

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Quinn: 

"This Council notes that the Good Friday Agreement provides the democratic means to achieve Irish
reunification, through unity referendums. If that's what the people decide; condemns the British Prime
Minister's recent comments in relation to a referendum on Irish Unity and will write to the British
Government reminding it of its obligations under the Good Friday Agreement and urge London to begin
preparations and discussions with the Irish government to set a date for the unity referendums, as outlined
in the Good Friday Agreement."
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