
June 2nd, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 2nd June 2025 at 6:00
pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 6 May 2025
For Information

Action Sheet 2025 05 06.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6 May 2025
For Approval

Council Minutes 2025 05 06.pdf Page 5

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting held on 8 May 2025
For Approval

Audit Committee Minutes 2025-05-08.pdf Page 15

6.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 12 May 2025
For Approval

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2025-05-12.pdf Page 25

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 15 May 2025
For Approval

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2025-05-15.pdf Page 32

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 19 May 2025
For Approval

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2025 05 19.pdf Page 41

9.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting



held on 21 May 2025
For Approval

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2025_05_21.pdf Page 45

10.0  Minutes of Special Audit Committee Meeting held on 23 May
2025

Special Audit Committee Minutes 2025-05-23.pdf Page 53

 

11.0  Planning Section

Correspondence

12.0  Correspondence Report
For Information

Correspondence Report Council 2025 06 02.pdf Page 57

12.1  Letter to Department for Infrastructure - Regionally Significant Planning
Application, Lands approximately 650m south west of 40 Mullaghgarriff
Road, Hilltown, Newry

For Information
Letter to DfI - updated notification of hearing and submission details.pdf Page 60

12.2  Housing Council Minutes - 10 April 2025

For Information
Housing Council Minutes - 10th April 2025.pdf Page 62

12.3  Response from Minister of Health re: C/065/2025 Notice of Motion -
Endometriosis

For Information
Response from Minister of Health re NOM C065.2025 Endometriosis.pdf Page 68

12.4  Response from DAERA re: C/056/2025 Notice of Motion - Fishing
Industry Visa and Enhancement Support

For Information
Response from DAERA Minister re NOM Fishing Industry Visa and Enhancement
Support.pdf

Page 70

12.5  Response from Minister for Communities re: C/042/2025 Notice of Motion



- Arts Funding

For Information
Response from Communities Minister re NOM C.042.2025 Arts Funding.pdf Page 72

12.6  Response from DAERA re: C/066/2025 Notice of Motion - Wildfires in the
Mourne Mountains

For Information
Response from DAERA Minister re NOM Wildfires in the Mourne Mountains.pdf Page 74

12.7  Response from Minister of Education re: C/081/2025 Notice of Motion -
Funding to Pre School Groups

For Information
Response from Minister of Education re NOM Funding to Pre School Groups.pdf Page 75

Response from Education Authority re NOM Funding to Pre School Groups.pdf Page 76

Notices of Motion

13.0  Notice of Motion - Supreme Court Ruling

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Jackson

"That this Council welcomes the recent Supreme Court ruling which clarified that under the Equality Act
2010:

• a ‘woman’ is a biological woman or girl (a person born female) • trans women (biological men) should
not be permitted to use the women’s facilities • if somebody identifies as trans, they do not change sex for
the purposes of the Act, even if they have a Gender Recognition Certificate (GRC) Furthermore, it accepts
the initial assessment by the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland that this judgement, in the context
of our corresponding equality law, the Sex Discrimination (Northern Ireland) Order 1976 ('SDO'):- ‘‘is likely
to be deemed by our industrial tribunals and courts to be highly persuasive and, consequently, it is likely to
be followed in cases where similar issues arise.’’

Accordingly, Council resolves to urgently review all relevant Council policies and to make it clear that if a
space or service is designated as women-only across the District, a person who was born male but
identifies as a woman does not have a right to use that space or service."

14.0  Notice of Motion - “Good Jobs” Employment Rights
Legislation



Notice of Motion received from Councillor Hearty:

“This Council calls for the delivery of equal and fair rights for all workers and welcomes the “Good Jobs”
Employment Rights legislation currently being considered by the Stormont Assembly.

This bill presents an unparalleled opportunity to grow a productive regional economy that benefits our
businesses, our workers and their families within the all-Ireland and global economic contexts.

Good jobs, which deliver fair wages, guarantee secure employment, with strong union recognition and
collective bargaining rights, are the cornerstone of an economy that values inclusive growth and a fairer
distribution of wealth.

The bill will ensure the fairer treatment of workers in regard to pay, tips and gratuities, holiday pay and
parental leave as well as bringing tangible benefits to workers’ lives across our entire community. 

This Council endorses strong, progressive workers’ rights legislation; to build a strong, regional economy;
in which both businesses and workers prosper and we finally begin to eradicate the scourge of workplace
inequalities."

15.0  Notice of Motion - Voting Rights for the Election of the
President of Ireland

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Quinn:

“That this Council notes that the 1998 Belfast/Good Friday Agreement recognises the birth right of all the
people of the north to identify themselves and be accepted as Irish or British, or both;  recalls that, in
November 2013, the Fifth Report of the Convention on the Constitution recommended to give citizens
residing outside the 26 counties the right to vote in presidential elections; further notes that Irish citizens
living in the north can stand for, and be elected as, President of Ireland but cannot vote in presidential
elections; and calls on this Council to write to the Irish Government and ask that they implement the
recommendation of the Convention on the constitution with regards to voting rights in presidential elections,
thereby extending the right to vote in elections for President of Ireland to all Irish citizens on the island of
Ireland."

16.0  Notice of Motion - Establishment of Arts Working Group

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Finn:

"NMDDC recognises the impact that regional inequalities in funding has had on our district’s arts sector,
acknowledges the support that artists, creatives and groups require and the gap in what they will need in
the future, particularly given the closure of Newry Town Hall, and seek to establish an arts working group to
provide support and create a roadmap for the sector across our district".
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