
February 29th, 2024

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 4th March 2024 at 
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre & MS Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 5 February
2024
For Information

Action Sheet Council Meeting 2024 02 05.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 5 February 2024
For Approval

Council Minutes 2024 02 05.pdf Page 7

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting held on 1 February 2024
For Approval

Audit Committee Minutes 2024-02-01.pdf Page 23

6.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 12 February 2024
For Approval

Draft Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2024-02-12.pdf Page 31

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 15 February 2024
For Approval

Draft Strategy Policy Resources Meeting Minutes 2024-02-15.pdf Page 35

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 19 February 2024
For Approval

Draft Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2024 02 19.pdf Page 42



9.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting
held on 21 February 2024
For Approval

Draft Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2024_02_21.pdf Page 49

 

10.0  Minutes of Special Audit Committee Meeting held on 26
February 2024
For Approval

Special Audit Committee Minutes 2024-02-26.pdf Page 58

11.0  Minutes of Special Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee
Meeting held on 26 February 2024
For Approval

Draft Special Strategy Policy Resources Meeting Minutes 2024-02-26.pdf Page 60

12.0  Planning Section

There were no issues arising.

For Discussion/Decision

13.0  Letter from Department for Infrastructure regarding
Appointment to Warrenpoint Harbour Authority

2 appointments to be made - one due to commence from 22 August 2024.

At least 6 Councillors to be nominated to be considered for appointment. DFI would particularly welcome
nominations from under-represented groups: women; younger people; people with disabilities; and people
from ethnic minority backgrounds.

Any Councillor who has previously served 10 years or two terms on the Board will not be eligible for
interview.

Completed Application Forms to be returned to publicappointmentsunit@infrastructure-ni.gov.uk no later
than 12 noon on Friday 22 March 2024

Letter to Newry Mourne and Down Council inviting nominations - Trust Port - WHA
(002).pdf

Page 65

CANDIDATE INFORMATION BOOKLET - WARRENPOINT HARBOUR
AUTHORITY.pdf

Page 68

APPLICATION FORM - WARRENPOINT HARBOUR AUTHORITY (002).pdf Page 89



EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES MONITORING FORM (002).pdf Page 97

Correspondence

14.0  Correspondence Report
For Information

Correspondence Report Council 2024 03 04.pdf Page 100

Appendix 1 Response from BBC Northern Ieland.pdf Page 103

Appendix 2 Response from Bank of Ireland re NOM Bank Closures and Euro
ATMs.pdf

Page 105

Appendix 3 Correspondence from Derry and Strabane Council re Violence in
Gaza.pdf

Page 106

Appendix 4 Correspondence from Ards and North Down Borough Council re Cystic
Fibrosis Medication.pdf

Page 108

Appendix 5 Response from from Minister for the Ecomony re NOM Flood
Defences.pdf

Page 109

Appendix 6 Response from Minister for Infrastructure re NOM Flood Defences.pdf Page 111

Notices of Motion

15.0  Notice of Motion - Democratic Improvements in Council’s
Financial Assistance Programme

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Bowsie:

"This Council notes with concern: 1) the scale of dissatisfaction from community groups who were
disallowed vital community funding from NMDDC in 2023; 2) a drop in SLA funding to community
associations by 42% from the previous year, the largest decrease in this Council’s history; 3) the absence
of any member of the appeals panel being independent of Council; 4) the lack of a right of appeal for
applicants who are rejected at Stage 1 even when the rejection is caused by a Council error;  5) the
reluctance of Council to acknowledge ambiguous and flawed application questions which elicit inadequate
answers; 6) The onus on Councillors to approve all community funding recommendations presented to
them without any detail whatsoever on the application and the reason for its approval or rejection.

And therefore, this Council calls on senior officials to acknowledge and resolve these democratic
shortcomings in its Financial Assistance programme."

16.0  Notice of Motion - Projected Rates Increases

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Enright:



In view of cost of living pressures on ratepayers, Council must tailor its investment plans to what the people
of Newry Mourne and Down can actually afford. Current projected rates increases in our Council over the
next few years are unsustainable both in the short-term and longer term. This requires a root-and-branch re-
examination of proposed capital expenditure with any major non-essential projects with a negative rate of
return cancelled to make rates affordable in the medium term. In particular, Council directs management to
prepare a costing for Councillors of a downsized Newry Civic Centre project with suitable office
accommodation for Newry-based council staff only. Alternate sites should be considered like Bagenals
Castle LIDL site that only came on the market in December 2023.

This should take account of - The loss of the Civil Service as an anchor tenant; The need to avoid
speculative development in line with UK Department of Finance Guidance for Councils; The collapse of the
office market in Ireland and GB since Covid and since Council voted to initiate this project in August 2019;
An examination of any more affordable or appropriate sites; Aim to preserve the £130,000+ pa income
stream from the Abbey car-park; These costings should include an option to remove the second fully-
featured Council Chamber as an unnecessary luxury.; 

A cost benefit case for this project should likewise be prepared showing the annual savings from leaving
current premises v’s the annual cost of operating the new premises to ensure Councillors are fully
informed. Council notes that no such operational cost/benefit case exists at the moment. Council request
management to bring forward the above costings as soon as possible. 

17.0  Notice of Motion - Rail Service between Belfast and Dublin
including scheduled stops in Newry

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Feehan:

"Newry Mourne and Down District Council notes the disparity between Newry and Portadown Rail Stations
in morning commuter services to Belfast, welcomes the announcement by the Irish Government of €12.5m
in funding for a new hourly service between Belfast and Dublin. Asks that this Council write to Department
for Infrastructure and Irish Government requesting a commitment from both that the proposed new hourly
rail service between Dublin and Belfast will include scheduled stops at Newry Train Station in both
directions, with a particular focus on ensuring that the morning and evening commuter departure times
from both Newry and Belfast should facilitate normal work starting times."  

18.0  Notice of Motion - Northern Ireland Public Service
Ombudsman Complaints

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Devlin (on behalf of Party Group Leaders):

"This Council expresses its concerns at the processing time for NIPSO complaints. Noting that some
investigations can take up to 4.5 years, this Council calls on the Executive Office to assess whether the
staffing levels within NIPSO are adequate so that determinations can be made in a timely manner.”

19.0  Notice of Motion - Newry Market

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Finn:

"Newry Mourne and Down District Council embraces the historic importance of Newry as a market town
and acknowledges with concern lower than expected attendance to our local market. NMDDC commits to
revitalising the market through engagement with traders, the business community and other potential



stakeholders. Council officers will reach out to local councils with successful markets such as Belfast and
Galway, and explore additional uses to encourage footfall, including with our arts and community groups."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Mrs Fionnuala Branagh

Cllr Jim Brennan

Cllr Pete Byrne

Mr Gerard Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Mr Andrew Cassells

Cllr William Clarke

Cllr Laura Devlin

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Killian Feehan

Cllr Doire Finn

Cllr Aoife Finnegan

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Cllr Roisin Howell

Ms Catherine Hughes

Ms Marina Hughes

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Cllr Tierna Kelly

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Mickey Larkin

Cllr David Lee-Surginor

Cllr Alan Lewis

Cllr Oonagh Magennis

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Aidan Mathers

Cllr Declan McAteer

Cllr Leeanne McEvoy

Jonathan McGilly

Cllr Andrew McMurray

Maureen/Joanne Morgan/Johnston

Cllr Declan Murphy

Sinead Murphy



Cllr Kate Murphy

Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Mr Peter Rooney

Cllr Michael Ruane

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Paul Tamati

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward
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