
December 1st, 2023

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 4th December 2023 at
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre & MS Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 6

November 2023
Action Sheet Council Meeting 2023 11 06.docx Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6 November 2023

For Approval

Council Minutes 2023 11 06.pdf Page 8

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 30 October 2023

For Approval

Special Council Minutes - 2023 10 30.pdf Page 30

6.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 6 November 2023

For Approval

Special Council Minutes 2023 11 06.pdf Page 35

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

7.0  Minutes of Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism Committee

Meeting held on 13 November 2023

For Approval

Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2023-11-13.pdf Page 41

8.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting

held on 16 November 2023

For Approval

Strategy Policy Resources Meeting Minutes 2023-11-16.pdf Page 49

Items deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local

Government Act (NI) 2014



8.1  SPR/166/2023: Appendix 1 - Newry City Park - Contract for Funding

This item is deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - information relating to the financial or business affairs of
any particular person and the public may, by resolution, be excluded during this item of business.

Appendix 1 Newry City Park- Contract for Funding.pdf Not included

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

9.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee

Meeting held on 20 November 2023

For Approval

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2023 11 20.pdf Page 60

10.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting

held on 22 November 2023
Minutes -Sustainabilty and Environment Minutes 2023.11.22.pdf Page 67

 

11.0  Planning Section

There were no issues arising.

Correspondence

12.0  Letter regarding Notice of Motion: Reprioritisation of the A1

For Information

Letters dated 13 October 2023 from Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council and Lisburn
& Castlereagh City Council attached.

Letters dated 29 November 2023 from Department for Infrastructure & Northern Ireland Office attached.

Reprioritisation of A1 - ABC Council.pdf Page 75

Reprioritisation of A1 - LCC Council.pdf Page 77

Reprioritisation of A1 - DfI Response.pdf Page 79

Reprioritisation of A1 - NIO Response.pdf Page 83

 



13.0  Letter from Ards and North Down Borough Council regarding:

Lifelong Learning Campaign

Letter dated 20 November 2023 attached.

Ards and North Down Borough Council Lifelong Learning Campaign.pdf Page 85

14.0  Correspondence relating to Barclays, Newry Branch
Reasons-For-Closure-Newry Barclays.pdf Page 87

Notices of Motion

15.0  Notice of Motion - Flood Defences

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Enright:

"Recent flooding has exposed the clear inadequacy of flood defences within
the District. To address this, and in the absence of a functioning Stormont
Executive to swiftly invest in flood defence infrastructure, council will work
with Louth County council, the Irish Government and relevant Stormont
Departments to submit a funding application to the Shared Island unit for
upgrades to relevant flood defence systems in the district. In particular this
work will consider: The ongoing Newry Flood Alleviation projects; The
Shimna and Burren River Flood Alleviation Schemes in Newcastle; The lack
of capital investment in Downpatrick with particular reference to water flow
at the New Belfast Road Bridge and the lack of capacity and ability of the
Quoile Barrier to release enough water between high tides; To seek a
replacement for the Quoile Barrier in a similar manner to the Lagan River
Barrier with a design suitable for the next 100 years; Examine the outcome
of work undertaken in the past in areas like Rostrevor, Flurry Bridge and
other areas to assess the effectiveness of investment and any future
plans; Seek an update on the adequacy of the schedule of rivers
maintenance work across the District".

16.0  Notice of Motion - Flood Preparedness

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Truesdale:

"That this Council explores the Purchasing and storing of sand-less sandbags and flood barriers and
exploration of other forms of more environmentally conscious flood defences suitable for a range of
flooding incidents and sewage protection;Writes to the NIEA calling for the immediate implementation of a
flood warning system in line with England, Scotland and Wales, and fully implement the creation of



Community Flood Plans such as those used by the Environment Agency; Meets with the Drainage and
Flooding Council and Rivers Agency to explore the adequacy and performance of their flood-defence
capital investments in the District; Examines the maintenance schedules in NM&D District for shores, road
sheughs , gullies and major drains like the plank or Saul drains in Downpatrick between the different
agencies."

17.0  Notice of Motion - Utilising Green Spaces

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Campbell:

"This Council recognises the importance of utilising green spaces and
enhancing them for the benefit of our local communities; Council notes the
positive impact that green spaces can have on people's mental health and
well-being;   Council further notes The Woodland Trusts assessment that
trees can act as a natural flood mitigation measure;   Council therefore will
look at options to deliver a native tree planting scheme in Dunleath park
which will not only enhance civic greenspace for the local community but will
also assist with potential future flooding incidents."

18.0  Notice of Motion - Emotional Health and Wellbeing of Young

People

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Galbraith:

"This Council notes that young people experiencing emotional problems
may find it difficult to engage with the education process to reach their full
potential, especially those aged 16 – 18, and may require sustained contact
with a qualified adult who is not directly involved with their education or
training and can provide necessary therapies; welcomes the work
undertaken by the Independent Counselling Service for Schools (ICSS) as
well as the support in further education to support the emotional health and
wellbeing of young people, supports the need for schools, colleges and
other youth providers to bring in external agencies with necessary expertise
when there is limited access to support and will write to all schools, colleges
and youth providers in the District to ascertain the challenges they are facing
in obtaining these resources, and commits to revisit this matter once
responses have been received to determine if additional financial support
may be required."

  



19.0  Notice of Motion - Supporting Fair Pay for Workers

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Hanlon:

"This Council extends solidarity to education workers who recently took part
in strike action;    Acknowledges that these workers are vital to running our
schools with school transport, school meals, special educational needs
support, hygiene and other important support services;   Supports them in
their campaign for fair pay and conditions;   And calls on the Department of
Education, the Education Authority and the British Government to work
together to deliver fair pay for these public sector workers."

20.0  Notice of Motion - Town & City Gift Cards

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Lee-Surginor:

"To support traders in the wake of recent flooding and help stimulate
spending in the local economy, Council will explore setting up a local gift
card or voucher scheme and, subject to committee approval, support the
initial set up costs of such a scheme. This would be similar to the gift card
programmes that have been highly successful in Enniskillen, Ballymena, Mid
Ulster and elsewhere, which are easily facilitated via a subscription service
with a third party provider. The intention would be to trial this scheme in
Downpatrick initially, with potential for expansion to other parts of the
District."

21.0  Notice of motion - Bank Closures and Euro ATMs

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Mathers

"This Council notes its concern with Ulster Banks decision to close another
ten of its branches resulting in the loss of 21 jobs and removal of access to
cash and face to face services; acknowledges that the move towards
increased digitalisation will make it harder for small businesses to access
finance and for people to access cash, advice and ATM  services;
recognises the worrying trend that 52 branches across various banks have

closed in the last three years; and calls on this Council to invite the Financial
Services Unions (FSU) to make a presentation to the chamber regarding its



campaign calling for Ulster Bank to reverse these closures, protect jobs and
maintain its branch network; and supports efforts that would protect our local
communities and prevent further branch closures in the next few years. The
Council recognises that a considerable number of workers travel across the
border to work in our local economy in Newry and surrounding areas; We
acknowledge the frustration that these workers have with there being only
one ATM in Newry that dispenses their wages in Euros; This Council will
write to the main banks and ATM providers to request that additional euro
dispensing ATMs are provided in the city and further calls on an incoming
Executive to set up a banking forum to look at the wider issue of access to
cash and banking services."

 

22.0  Notice of Motion - Cystic Fibrosis Medication

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Andrews:

"That this Council notes with extreme concern proposals by NICE to remove its NHS recommendation for
Kaftrio due to rising costs; calls upon NICE to reconsider this proposal without hesitation to make such
medication available to all in need; and will write to the Department of Health to request an assessment of
the efficacy of this drug to help save lives since its introduction in January 2022; and to consider amending
the minimum age for recipients of this medication to 2 so as to ensure that all those who suffer from cystic
fibrosis have the best start in life."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Mrs Fionnuala Branagh

Cllr Jim Brennan

Cllr Pete Byrne

Mr Gerard Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Mr Andrew Cassells

Cllr William Clarke

Mrs Linda Cummins

Cllr Laura Devlin

Ms Louise Dillon

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Killian Feehan

Cllr Doire Finn

Cllr Aoife Finnegan

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Cllr Roisin Howell

Ms Catherine Hughes

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Cllr Tierna Kelly

Mrs Sheila Kieran

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Mickey Larkin

Cllr David Lee-Surginor

Cllr Alan Lewis

Cllr Oonagh Magennis

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Aidan Mathers

Cllr Declan McAteer

Cllr Leeanne McEvoy

Jonathan McGilly

Cllr Andrew McMurray

Catrina Miskelly



Maureen/Joanne Morgan/Johnston

Cllr Declan Murphy

Cllr Kate Murphy

Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Mr Peter Rooney

Cllr Michael Ruane

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Paul Tamati

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward
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