
September 26th, 2023

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 2nd October 2023 at 
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre & MS Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 4
September 2023

Action Sheet Council Meeting 04.09.2023.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 29 August 2023
For Approval

Copy to follow.

5.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4 September 2023
For Approval

Council Minutes 04.09.2023.pdf Page 7

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 11 September 2023
For Approval

Minutes Enterprise Regeneration Tourism Committee  11-09-2023.pdf Page 29

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 14 September 2023
For Approval

Strategy Policy Resources Meeting Minutes 2023 09 14.pdf Page 34

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 18 September 2023
For Approval

Active and Healthy Communities Committee Minutes 2023 09 18.pdf Page 46

9.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting



held on 19 September 2023
For Approval

Sustainabilty and Environment Minutes 2023.09.19.pdf Page 50

10.0  Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting held on 21 September
2023
For Approval

Copy to follow.

 

11.0  Planning Section

There were no issues arising.

Correspondence

12.0  Response from Department of Health re: Notice of Motion
C/157/2023 Back to School Costs
For Information

Correspondence dated 11 September 2023 attached.

C.157.2023 Response from Dept of Education NOM - Back to school costs.pdf Page 61

Notices of Motion

13.0  Notice of Motion - Menopause

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Hanlon:

"This Council commends the efforts of World Menopause Day on 18th October for raising awareness of the
challenges faced by menopausal women; 

  Notes the limited provision of NHS menopause services, and the difficulty facing women accessing them
across the north; 

  Further notes that women from rural or border communities often face greater challenges in accessing GP
services or reliable public transport due to geographical isolation and therefore their experience of
menopause can be particularly acute; 

  Understands that perimenopausal and menopausal women are the fastest growing demographic in the
workforce; 

  Commends the introduction last year of the Civil Service Menopause Policy which aims to ensure those
experiencing menopause in the civil service workforce are supported to cope with its challenges and
impacts Further commends the education campaign by Newry Mourne & Down District Council to educate



and inform staff of these issues; 

  Welcomes the Let’s Talk Menopause initiative which has been rolled out by this Council Health and Well-
being group; 

  And calls on Council to continue its good work in relation to menopause awareness and to continue to
identify new initiatives in line with best practice elsewhere in order to support perimenopausal and
menopausal women."

14.0  Notice of Motion - Annual Financial Assistance Call for
Provision of Life Saving Equipment

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Sharvin:

“Newry, Mourne and Down Council is fully committed to supporting our sports clubs and community groups
in providing life saving equipment such as defibrillators and access to CPR training courses.

This Council will establish an annual financial assistance call which can be used for purchasing a
defibrillator, securing CPR training or replacing AED pads”.  

15.0  Notice of Motion - Education Authority, transport and
availability of places for children with additional needs

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Galbraith:

"This Council is fully supportive of children and young people having access to an education they are
entitled to.

This Council will seek answers from the Education Authority in relation to the yearly confusion, distress and
upset caused as a result of the failure to provide transport on time to those who are entitled to it.
Furthermore the Council notes with concern and seeks assurance from the Education Authority in relation
to the lack of places available to those children with additional needs". 

 

16.0  Notice of Motion - Clean Indoor Air

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Truesdale:

"Having learned the importance of ventilation and clean indoor air for health and productivity during Covid;
and seeking to take all reasonable steps to enable use of all Council facilities by all citizens, including the
most vulnerable and so further enable inclusion.

By seeking to care for the health and wellbeing of Council employees, this Council will commit to signing
and implementing ‘The COVID Safety Pledge’: to report on steps already taken to prioritise clean indoor
air in all council premises within the district starting with Downshire and Monaghan Row sites.



To report on what further or additional steps could be taken to improve indoor air quality and information
about indoor air quality for employees and service users, and to develop and promote advice that can be
followed to provide clean indoor air at events supported by NMDDC ".

17.0  Notice of Motion - Foul Smell from Warrenpoint Port

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Gibbons:

"This Council is concerned about the ongoing foul smell emanating from Warrenpoint Port, the impact this
is having on resident’s quality of life and the potential risk it poses to public health. 

Whilst we accept that steps are being taken to address the smell, many questions and concerns still remain
about how it came about and how much longer it will last. Council will write formally to Warrenpoint Port
expressing these concerns and seeking clarity on what will be done to ensure this issue is swiftly resolved
and will not happen again. We also call on Council’s Environmental Health Department to work with
Warrenpoint Port and other relevant stakeholders including the NIEA to compile a comprehensive public
report that will be brought back to Council-on how this happened and how it will be resolved so it does not
happen again".

18.0  Notice of Motion - Leid Week

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Lewis:

"This Council recognises and supports the Ulster Scots Community of Newry Mourne and Down. The
Ulster-Scots Language is widely used by everyone from all sections of the community in the Newry,
Mourne and Down District Council area. For a number of years now, as part of the celebration and
promotion of the Ulster-Scots Leid or Language, a special week has been set aside in the calendar where
events and activities take place to bring the Language to the people. With events taking place between 20
– 24 November.

 Leid Week also aims to help dispel some of the myths about the Ulster-Scots language - that it is not the
preserve of one community or another but is spoken by people from all diverse backgrounds and rather
than being a 'recently made up' language, it has been around for centuries. For many years, the language
has suffered from neglect by public services and Leid Week is an opportunity for councils across NI,
community organisations and corporate body/statutory agencies, schools, and youth organisations etc to
help improve better understanding of the language and its shared history and heritage. Across NI, many
councils are now directly organising events or activities to celebrate Leid Week and are working with
organisations to deliver activities/events as part of the Leid Week celebrations. Indeed, Derry City and
Strabane District Council this year has opened a funding call for community groups to apply to facilitate
Leid Week events.

Newry Mourne and Down Council will recognise and commit resources to Leid week for the benefit and
support of Ulster Scots Groups across our district. Council commit to lead on a community themed event
for this year’s celebrations."



19.0  Notice of Motion - Review of Waste Collection Service

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Jackson:

"This Council commits to undertake a full cost benefit analysis of the waste collection service for the entire
District, including benchmarking total cost of service delivery against private sector providers. This review
should include analysis of the volume of missed bins and broken bins reported both across the entire
District and by DEA. This Council is committed to delivering basic Council services efficiently and cost
effectively. Every ratepayer should be delivered a quality service."

20.0  Notice of Motion - Cost of Living

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Kate Murphy:

"That this Council notes with concern that the ongoing cost of living crisis and British Government imposed
cuts is exacerbating poverty and financial pain on people in the community; believes that targeting
objective need is fundamental to tackling poverty and inequality; Further believes what is required is a
living wage economy and a fair social security system that targets resources where they are most needed
and ensures people have a minimum essential standard of living; Recognises that the current social
security system, particularly Universal Credit, is not fit for purpose, not properly funded and is failing
people; Further recognises that those who rely on Universal Credit are incredibly vulnerable to changing
circumstances often beyond their control, such as loss of employment, illness, increased caring
responsibilities; and family breakdown; Endorses the Guarantee our Essentials campaign which seeks to
ensure everyone can afford the essentials in hard times; And calls on the British Government to introduce
an Essentials Guarantee which would ensure, at a minimum, Universal Credit/legacy benefits, would
protect people from going without essentials."

21.0  Notice of Motion - Sexual Discrimination

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Howell:

"We proposed that Newry, Mourne & Down District Council:

strongly condemns all forms of discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender
identity, or expression, advocating for policies that safeguard LGBTQ+ rights in
housing, education, employment and healthcare;
commits to enhancing awareness and understanding of LGBTQ+ issues among
Council members, staff and the wider community through education and
sensitivity training;
supports initiatives that provide safe spaces, counselling, and support services for
LGBTQ+ youth to combat bullying, harassment and mental health challenges;
actively participates in local Pride events to demonstrate the Council's visible
support for the LGBTQ+ community and identifies areas to display LGBTQ+ pride
symbols in appropriate public spaces;
seeks collaboration with local LGBTQ+ organisations and community groups to
better comprehend their needs and explore joint projects that celebrate diversity
and inclusivity.



By adopting this motion, we reaffirm our Council's dedication to promoting equality and inclusivity, with the
aim of nurturing a more cohesive community that values its diverse members."

22.0  Notice of Motion - Animal Welfare

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Kelly:

"This Council notes with great concern the announcement by DAERA to cut the £1.25m budget for Animal
Welfare in Northern Ireland to zero. This has the potential to adversely impact work being done by local
government to meet its statutory requirements for non-farmed animals, and risks causing avoidable harm
and suffering to animals. This Council will urgently write to DAERA Permanent Secretary Katrina Godfrey
expressing its total opposition to this decision, and urging her department to reconsider this retrograde
move.

Furthermore, recognising the Council's statutory responsibility, and the importance of inter-agency and
partnership to support animal welfare, council will establish an Animal Welfare Forum. This Forum will meet
regularly and provide strategic direction to and oversight of officers involved in animal welfare, and
reporting back to the relevant committee. As well as animal welfare officers, it will seek representation from
elected members, dog wardens, local kennelling providers, DAERA, local animal shelters, charities and the
PSNI.

This Council also commits to ensuring that, should this cut go ahead, it will commit the necessary budget to
ensure its statutory responsibilities for animal welfare are met, and no services are cut or curtailed".



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Cllr Jim Brennan

Cllr Pete Byrne

Mr Gerard Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Mr Andrew Cassells

Cllr William Clarke

Mrs Linda Cummins

Cllr Laura Devlin

Ms Louise Dillon

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Doire Finn

Cllr Aoife Finnegan

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Cllr Roisin Howell

Ms Catherine Hughes

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Cllr Tierna Kelly

Mrs Sheila Kieran

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Mickey Larkin

Cllr David Lee-Surginor

Cllr Alan Lewis

Cllr Oonagh Magennis

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Aidan Mathers

Cllr Declan McAteer

Cllr Leeanne McEvoy

Jonathan McGilly

Cllr Andrew McMurray

Catrina Miskelly

Maureen/Joanne Morgan/Johnston

Cllr Declan Murphy



Cllr Kate Murphy

Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Cllr Michael Ruane

Cllr Michael Savage

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Paul Tamati

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward
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