
January 26th, 2024

Notice Of Meeting

 

You are requested to attend the Audit Committee Meeting to be held on  Thursday, 1st
February 2024 at 2:00 pm in Chamber Downshire Civic Centre Downpatrick.

 

Committee Membership 2023 - 2024

Ms Brona Slevin  Independent Chairperson

Councillor  C Bowsie

Councillor J Brennan

Councillor L Devlin

Councillor M Gibbons

Councillor O Hanlon

Councillor T Kelly

Councillor C King

Councillor S O'Hare

Councillor A Quinn

Councillor G Sharvin



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet - Audit Committee Meeting held 21 September
2023
For Approval

3 - Audit Committee Action Sheet 2023_09_21.pdf Page 1

Corporate Services - (OPEN SESSION)

4.0  Corporate Risk Register - ERT Directorate Risk Register also
to be tabled
For Approval

4 - Corporate Risk Register Jan 2024.pdf Page 5

4 - Appendix 1 - CRR Overview - January 2024.pdf Page 8

4 - Appendix 2 - CRR - January 2024.pdf Page 9

4 - Appendix 3 - ERT Overview - January 2024.pdf Page 35

4 - Appendix 4 - ERT Directorate Risk Register.pdf Page 36

5.0  Prompt Payments
For Information

5. Prompt Payments Report Q2 & Q3 2324.pdf Page 49

Performance

6.0  Mid-Year Assessment of PIP
For Information

6 - Mid Year Progress Report PIP 2023-24 (2).pdf Page 52

6 - Appendix 1 - PIP Mid Year Progress Report April-September 2023.pdf Page 55

Corporate Services (CLOSED SESSION)



7.0  Update on Audit Recommendations - to include risk profile
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

Report to follow. 

8.0  Direct Award Contracts
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

8 - Cover Report - Direct Award Contracts -Q3.pdf Not included

9.0  Procurement Action Plans
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

9. Cover Report - Procurement Action Plans - February 2024.pdf Not included

9 - Appendix 1 - CS Procurement Action Plan.xlsx Not included

9 - Appendix 2 - AHC Procurement Action Plan.xlsx Not included

9 - Appendix 3 - ERT Procurement Action Plan.xlsx Not included

9 - Appendix 4 - SE Procurement Action Plan.xlsx Not included

10.0  S&E Procurement Update
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.



Report to follow. 

11.0  Kilbroney Pitches
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

Report to follow. 

12.0  Update on Fraud and Whistleblowing (Including NFI)
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business

12 - Fraud and Raising Concerns update new.pdf Not included

12 - Appendix 1 - Fraud and Raising Concerns Register.pdf Not included

NIAO  (CLOSED SESSION)

13.0  Audit and Assessment Report 2023-24 Report to the Council
and the Department for Communities under Section 95 of the
Local Government (Northern Ireland) Act 2014
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business

13 - NMD final s95 report 301123.pdf Not included

13 - Final Audit and Assessment Certificate 301123.pdf Not included

14.0  NMDDC Report to those charged with Governance 2022/23
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of
Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (Northern
Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business
affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that



information) and the public may by resolution be excluded during
this item of business.

Report to follow. 

15.0  NMDDC Annual Audit Letter 2022/23
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of
Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (Northern
Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business
affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that
information) and the public may by resolution be excluded during
this item of business.

Report to follow. 

Internal Audit  (CLOSED SESSION)

16.0  ASM Summary Report
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of
Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (Northern
Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business
affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that
information) and the public may by resolution be excluded during
this item of business.

Report to follow. 

17.0  Internal Audit Plan 2023/24
For Decision

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

17 - IA Plan - proposed change February 2024.pdf Not included



18.0  Risk Management Review
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

18 - 2023.24 NMDDC Risk management - final report.pdf Not included

19.0  Follow up of 2021-22 IA Recommendations
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of
Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act (Northern
Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business
affairs of any particular person (including the Council holding that
information) and the public may by resolution be excluded during
this item of business.

Report to follow. 

20.0  Management Accounts Review
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

20 - 2023.24 NMDDC Review of management accounts process.pdf Not included

21.0  Flood Grant Verification Review
For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

Report to follow

Items deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (NI) 2014

22.0  External Assessment of Internal Audit



For Information

This item is deemed to be restricted by virtue of Paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any
particular person (including the Council holding that information) and the public may by resolution be
excluded during this item of business.

22 - Appenidx 1 - External Review of Internal Audit Report.pdf Not included

Circulars

23.0  Circular LG 25/2023 - Capitalisation
For Information

23 - LG 25-23-capitalisation-covering-letter.pdf Page 69

 

24.0  Circular LG 23/2023 - Consolidated Councillor Allowances
Circular
For Information

24 - LG-23-2023- Consolidated Councillor Allowances.pdf Page 83



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Ms Karen Beattie (NIAO)

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Mrs Fionnuala Branagh

Mr Stephen Brannigan (NIAO)

Cllr Jim Brennan

Mr Gerard Byrne

Mr Andrew Cassells

Cllr Laura Devlin

Ms Louise Dillon

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Christine Hagan (ASM)

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Cllr Tierna Kelly

Cllr Cathal King

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Ms Brona Slevin (Audit)

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Mrs Marie Ward
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