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1.0 Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks
2.0 Declarations of Interest

3.0 Action Sheet arising from Active and Healthy Communities
Committee Meeting held on 19 August 2024

For Information
[1 Action Sheet from AHC 2024 08 19 updated - vf.pdf Page 1

Presentations

4.0 Play Board NI

Healthy Living
5.0 Play Strategy Review 2024-2029
For Decision
[l Play Strategy Review 2024 - vf.pdf Page 4
1 App 1-NMD Play Strategy Review 2024-2029- Final Draft (June 4th 2024).pdf - vf.pdf Page 7

Community Development

6.0 District Electoral Area (DEA) Forums Update Report

For Decision
[ DEA Fora Report AHC Committee September 2024 - vf.pdf Page 147
1 App 1-Downpatrick DEA Action Sheet 13 August 2024 - vf.pdf Page 149

Iltems deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (NI) 2014

7.0 Saintfield Community Centre Lease
For Decision

This item is deemed to be exempt under paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local Government Act
Northern Ireland 2014- information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person
(including the Council holding that information) and the public may, by resolution, be excluded during this
item of business.
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9.0

1 AHC Report SaintfieldCA20240909 - restricted - vf.pdf Not included

Swimming Pool Plant Servicing and Maintenance

For Decision
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1 App 1- STA Form Pool Plant September 2024 - vf.pdf Not included
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1 App1 - AHC report Sept 24 - Newry Pool.pdf Not included

FOR NOTING Items deemed to be exempt under Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
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Report to: Active Health and Communities Committes
Date of Meeting: 16™ September 2024

Subject: Play Strateqy Review 2024 - 2029
Reporting Officer Andrew Patterson - Director AHC
(Including Job Title): _ |
Contact Officer Conor Haughey - Head of Outdoor Leisure
(Including Job Title):

| For decision | x | For noting only |

1.0 Purpose and Background

1.1 Purpose
The purpose of this report is for members to consider and approve the Coundl's Play
Strategy Review 2024-2029,
Background
The Council undertook at review of the Play Strategy which included a comprehensive
consultation period, during which feedback from all stakeholders was carefully considerad
and integrated into the final review report.

2.0 Key issues

2.1 The Play Strategy review report is included in the Appendix 1. This document includes
recommendations for both fixed and non-fixed play areas, encompassing the identification
of fixed play parks for development, renewal, or remowval.
The draft review report was presented to all members in workshop in May and further
updates were incorporated into the final review report.
It is recommended that the AHC Committes approve the Play Strategy review.
The budget requirements for projects referenced in the strategy review will be subject to
approval via Council's Annual rates setting process.
All proposad actions will b= subject to further local consultation, and each project identified
in the review will also be subject to approvals via Committee and Council as relevant.

3.0 Recommendations

3.1 ‘Approval of the recommendations of the Flay Strategy Review as presented to members,

4.0 Resource implications

4.1 If approved, the capital budget reguirements to implement the recommendations of the play
strategy review will be considerad as part of the Council’s annual rates setting process,

5.0 Due regard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complete

the relevant sections)
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5.1

5.4

General proposal with ne clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
eguality and good relations outcomes

It is not anticipated the proposal will have an adversa impact upon equality of ]
opporbunity or good relations.

Proposal relates to the introduction of a strategy, policy initiative or practice
and / or sensitive or comtentious decision.

Yes D Mo E

If yes, please complete the following:

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and / or decision) has been eguality ]
screened.

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and | or decision) will be subject to ]
equality screening prior to implameantation.

53

6.0

6.1

Proposal initiating consultation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the proposal, address
barriers for particular Section 75 equality categories to participate and allow
adequate time for groups to consult amongst themselves,

Consultation period will be 12 weeks

L1 O B

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided)

Rationala:
Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

F;rﬂ[-:r[:iﬁa'l'rélatﬂ- to de'.;'elni:'ni'ﬁg, éﬂnptiﬂﬁ; i'r'nplérrf:l-'i'tin'g-ur' rev-l's'.'ing a -|':|I-:||.ié|.f. Jn'
strategy [ plan / designing and/or delivering a public service

Yeg Mo D

If yes, please complete the following:

Rural Neads Impact Assessment complated [E]

If no, please complete the following:

The policy / strategy / plan / public service is not influenced by rural needs m

7.0

Appendices
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Appendix 1 - Play Strategy Review 2024-2029

8.0 Background Documents

Mone
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1.0 Introduction

This report outlines the key findings of an impact review of the Newry, Mourne and
Down District Council Play Strategy (2017-2022). The review was undertaken by
Flayboard NI, the lead aorganisation for play in Northern Ireland.

Council commissioned this impact review to provide:

s Anassessment of Council defivery against the agreed Play Strategy Capital
Programme [Fixed Play] plan as outlined within the 2017 strategy.

s Updated Play Value Assessments for all play parks within the council area to
determine and outline:

#» Theimpact of capital investment made under the strategy on the
enhancement of play value levels across the area.

o MNext phase fixed play capital development priorities based an play value
SCOTES,

w A raview of current population needs against fixed play park provision with a view
to identifying emerging potential gap sites for fixed play development.

s A review of progress towards the developrent of non-fixed play opportunities

across the Cauncil area.

In addition, the report provides updates and additional puidance on a number of key

areas which have emerged since publication of the original Strategy in 2017.

1.4 Overarching Ubservations

The Play Strategy has delivered a significant leval of capital investment in council fized
play park infrastructure with circa £3.3 million invested to meet identified gaps in
provision through new play parks and to enhance play value through the upgrade of

existing play parks.

As a result of the investment to date, council has achieved an overall increase in the

level of play value across the district, securing:
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s A 23% ncrease in the number of play parks meeting a high level of play value,
resulting in aver half (55%) of play parks being rated in the high play value
category.

& A reduction in the number of mid valde play parks by 12%.

# Areduction in low play value sites by 11%.

The improvement in overall play value ratings across council has bean the
result of an internal focus and commitment to the embedding of quality
design principles for new play parks/upgrades in-line with developing play
industry standards. This has resulted in the design and installation of play
parks that offer increased levels of challenge, variety, accessibility, creativity,
and averall play valua.

The increase in quality has furthar baen supportad through the focus
council has placed on community engagement. At the outset of the play
strategy delivery process, council developed and embedded a three-stage
community invalverment and consultation process which has provided
children, young peaple, families, and wider communities an opportunity to
feed into the design and development process. This has resulted in play
parks designs that better meet the needs of local communities, ultimately
enhancing levels of use and tailoring play cpportunities to individual site
locations and populations.

With regards to residential play need, the play strategy review notes that
since its adoption no planning provisions have been specifically placed an
private developers to provide appropriate play spaces in line with the
Strategic Planning Paolicy Statemant.

Given anticipated continued population growth within the area, it is
important that over the coming period council ensure that developars
incorporate suitable fixed play/open space allocations within development
irn line with Planning Policy Statements 7 and 8. This will help to alleviate the
development of gaps in play provision which council will ultimately ba

expected to meet, often with little or ne land available.
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Beyond fixed play parks, the play strategy recommended the development
af non-playv-eguipment based play opportunities through community based
free’ play sessions.

Council has rolled out such community-based approaches, with evaluations
highlighting the value of such programmes at focal level in expanding play
experiences for children whilst also opening existing open spaces for
outdoor play. Council should continue the roll-out of non-fixed play
approaches sessions, thereby supporting children, voung pecple, and

tamilies to engage in accessible play activities at local community lewvel.

1.3 Capital Recommendations

It should be noted that the scope of works autlined within the Play Strategy
apply whally to Council owned and maintained play parks.

Following review of impact associated with the Play Strategy, a capital
programme, based on level of assessed play value (2023) and indicative
level of demand has been established for a further 4-year period
{2024/2028), with a view to maintain the significant progress made to date.

Yearl
[ iikd 3|
Crotkeve Granile Ve 65 111 Capital Liparade
Dawnpatrick Cerdew Fi 158 Capital Upgrads
SEmve Gullbon Cormeay Park i 1B80 Capitad Uipgrace
Toemes Sorogn Foad R S0 Capital Lipgrade
(Mote: Further
ol BFKe )
Cheve Gullion  Bellesk as 129 Capital Lipgrace
(Mo Frartter
adepime pice suckt)
Roveallars Hillfaat Junior 79 - Dosure snd resmoval of aquipment
ey Springhdl Drive as - Chosure & retuen ol site ta NIHE
manageTEnt,
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Downpatrick  Bishops Court 83 103 Capital Upgrade
Slheve Gullion | Ard Ross B4 709 Capital Upgrads
Sheve Gulllon  Whitecross 108 . Introduction of inclusive fixed play
equipment to meet local need.
Dewnpatrick  Bridge Strest BD = Transformation
Year 3
DEA Locaition Pilay Value Heuseholds Recommendation
Mournes Istand Park §5 566 Capital Lipgrade
Slieve Gulion | Lismore §5 709 Capital Upgrade
Slieve Gullion Reathiew AS 709 Capital Upgrade
Mournes Ben Crom 85 560 Trarsformation
Newry Ermmett Street BS 675 Consofidation onto one site
Maume Park 86
Year 4
DEA Location Play Valuo Houssholds Recomme ndation
Newry ratnr teranang Pk | B4 498 ' Capital Upgrade
Maumes Raorey Road 8s 381 Capital Upgrade
Seve Croob Drumiaroad 85 - Capital Upgrade
ML Piocs Hill Bl 51 Transformation
Downpatrck  Modd Farm M - Conschdation ot ong ste
St. Drymgnas 78

Crotlisve Claraten - . Capital upgrads to commence i line with planned Health snd
Wedlbesrcy Huty developmerd

Cratlieve Klibroney Forest Park 120 Fails outside scope of the Play Strategy. Further
consideration ta be given under Enterprise, Begeneration and
Tourism,
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2.0 Context

In 2017 Mewry, RMourne and Down
District Council agreed a five-year Play
Strategy [running to 2022) which aimed

to establish 2 strategic framewark MEWRY, MOURNE AND DOWN
within which decision making, as it BISTRICT COUNCIL
relates to the provision of fised play
and the development of non-fixed play .
would take place. Development of the e,
play strategy was a significant step by e R
council, establishing a clear =T i —
i ) m:—.—-}
commitment to meeting the child’s _ = e
right to play as enshrined within Article SIS s
31 of the United Nations Convention s
T e T -

on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). D= s
Within the strategy, Council adopted a -
forward-thinking appreach to the

rovision of both fixed (equipment ;
P e anz. 2

based) and non-fixed (equipment free)
play across the district. The aim was to
achieve an enhancement in the play
value associated with identified play
parks within the councils fixed play park
estate, whilst daveloping non-fixed
approaches to enhancing play
opportunities at community level, In
developing the strategy, council
considered a broad range of strategic
policy frameworks that aperate at local,
regional, and internaticnal level.

2.1 International Strategic Framework

At the core of the strategy was a commitment to Article 31 af the
UMCRC, the right to play and leisure. The UNCRC is an international
fiuman rights treaty that grants all children and young people (aged

17 and under) a comprehensive set of rights,
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Ratified by the UK government in 1991, the UNCRC commits all
branches of central, regional, and local government across the UK to
ensuring its fulfilment. Arficle 31 of tha UNCRC states:

1. States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and feisure, to
engage in play and recreational activities apprapriate to the age of
the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.

z. States Parties shall respect and promaote the right of the child to
participate fully in cultural and artistic life and shall encourage the
provision of appropriate and equal cpportunities for cultural, artistic,
recreational and leisure activity,

2.2 Regional 5trategic Framework

In developing the Play Strategy, Council considered a range of regional overarching
palicies and strategic frameworks, all of which have an impact on the play and its role
as a keay element in children and young peaple’s growth and development.

Stratagic
Flanning Frogramme
Palicy Tar
Statement Governmomnt

. Play & Lebkars
MMaking Life Policy &

Bottar imiplomaniation Plan

CHSSFS Children mnsd

Fitler Future Foung
for Al Peoples
Strategy

2.3 Local Strategic Framework

At local level, the play strategy acknowledged the impact of a number of key strategies
within council which have an impact on the delivery of play and leisure opportunities for
children and young people.

Page 7
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Corporate Plan Facility Strategy

NMD NMD
Tourism Community
Strategy Planning

2.4 The Importance of Play

At its cora, the stratepy acknowledges that play and the urpe to play is a natural part of
children's lives, supporting the achievement of a broad range of develapmental outcomes as
well as providing opportunities for fun and enjoyment.

Far children and young people, the drive to play is a constant and by their very nature,
children and young peaple are always on the lookout for play eppartunities regardless

of where they find themselves,

Within the strategy the word play is used to describe the wide range of activities that
children and young people engage in during thair free time including, but not restricted

to:
. Physical activities such as running, jumping, and climbing.

. Social activities, which may include self-arganised team games, sharing

expariences or simply communicating with others during play.
. Creative activities such as constructing or making things, painting etc,
. Imaginative play such as making up games, dressing up, daydreaminge Challenging

play which involves the child pushing their develapmental limits in order to

achieve a positive outcome. The strategy acknowledges the importance of play as
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a mechanism for driving development in childhood, highlighting its role within a

number of key areas including:

Py often involves children being engaged in a physical

Physical ray brings multiple cewslepmental and headth
benefits, {or exmenple n.u'rnlr'q H'ﬂ jurn.|:i supports. the
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2.5 Barriers to Play

Despite the benefits associated with play, the strategy acknowledges the barriers children
often face in seeking to fulfil their natural drive and urge to play. Barriers identified include:

Increased levels of traffic within residential areas which limit traditional
street and community play opportunities due to safety concerns.

A loss of accessible public, green spaces which are openly available for
children to play on.

A lack of understanding about the importance of play and a low level of
tolerance towards children playing outdoors from adults in the
community.

A lack of appropriate play infrastructure [e.g. fixed play areas, open
recreation spaces, playable public realm etc.) to meet the play needs of

children and young people.

Limited opportunities for the inclusion of children and young people with
disabilities or complex needs within play spaces and environments.

The play strategy acknowladged that, given the range of barriers that exist across society, it
would not be able to address all of the barriers that exist.

The aim was howewver to provide a central point from which Council could address those
Barriers within its control, whilst working with other
stakeholders to alleviate and remove the wider barriers that restrict play opportunities.

2.6 The Strategy Development Process

in developing the Play Strategy, a number of kay actions were undertaken which aimead ta
provide a baseline for fixed play provision that would enable assessment of impact over time,

These actions included;

* An audit of the play value associated with fixed play areas to identify those that offer
a limited or restricted play experience and are in need of remedial action to enhance
their play value.

Page 10




Back to Agenda

MEWT W, Noarye
and Down

Diairiz Cears il

* An evaluation of underlyving demographic needs and settliement patierns to identify
gap areas that may require fixed play development over the duration of the strategy.

o An assessment of underlying demographic needs and settlerment patterns in areas of
existing fixed play provision to identify potentially redundant fixed play areas that are no
longer required.

* A combination of online consultation surveys, public engagement events and focus
groups with children and young people sathered the views of the local community
regarding current and future play provision across the district.

2.6.1 Comprehensive Strategy for Play Facilities within Ferest Environments
As part of its commitment to offering a high-gquality visitor experience in its Forest Parks,
the Council has recognised the need for a specific action focused on play facilities within
the forest envirenments, These environments present unigue challenges and
appartunities that reguire a dedicated approach, integrating all relevant aspects such as
access, security, health and safety, tree management, and customer facilities.

Proposed Actions

To address these needs, the Council should focus on play provision for forest park areas
independent additional piece of work.

The key elements of this strategy will include:

* Comprehansive Assessment; A detailed evaluation of all play facilities within the forest
environments, including an analysis of current access routes, security measures,
compliance with health and safety regulations, tree management practices, and the
integration af customer facilities such as restrooms, seating, and signage.

* Holistic Approach: The strategy will adopt a holistic view, ensuring that all factors
ranging from natural environment considerations to the safety and accessibility of play
equipment—are addressed in a coordinated and cohesive manner.

¢ |mplementation of a 5¥ear Plan: Based an the assassmant, the cansultant will develop
a Syear plan of acton, praviding clear timelines, resource allecations, and key milestonas

to ensure the effective implementation of the strategy.

Expected Outcomes
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= The appointment of an indepandent consultant and the development of this strategy
will maintain and enhance the play facilities under its management in a manner that is
safe, sustainable, and aligned with the unique demands of forest environments. This pra-
active approach will provide high quality, secure, and accessible play spaces for the visitor
and local community, while also preserving and integrating the natural elements of the
forest settings.

2.7 Key Alms

At its core, the strategy established seven key aims which sought to enhance the

developmental value, scope, and range of play opportunities available to children and
voung people across the district.

Play Strategy Key Aims

1. To support children and young people across the district to be able to engage in
both fixed and non-fiked play oppertunities that meet their developmental needs.

2. To ensure that Fixed Play Areas are attractive, welooming, safe but challenging,
accessible and inclusive for all abilities offering a high level of play value through
programmed capital upgrading and renewal.

i. Toensure effective targeting of capital investment in new fixed play development at
those lecations which are identified as being in most play need through assessment
of demographic need.

4. To ansure that children, young people, parents, and communities have an integral
role in decision making on play provision, both fixed and non-fixed.

[#2]

To establish an effective partnership process for play, embedding the Play Strategy
within the wider community planning process theraeby enhancing its ability to
connect across the statutony, community and voluntary sectors,

6. To enable communities ta take an active role in the development and delivery of
non-fixed play opportunities through dedicated support including volunteer
training, mentoring and access to loose-parts” play pods.

I. To highlight the benefits of play whilst encouraging adults within the wider

community to recognise both the play needs and valuable contribution children
make to community life,
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3.0 Area Overview and Fixed Play Provision
Mewry, Mourne and Down District Council was established under
the Review of Public Administration {2015} which brought

together the legacy Mewry and Mourne and Down District
Councils inta ane “Super Council’ area.

The council area is split inta 7 District Electoral

Areas (DEAs) which return a total of 41 elected representatives
who provide political leadership and decision making, & map
showing the split of the council area by DEA can be viewed
belaw.

i
i

3.1 Key Settlements

The council covers approximately 629 square milas with the
resident population spread primarily across a numbear of key

Page 13




Back to Agenda

Mewry, Mourmne
and Down

Diairiz Cears il

settlements, small towns, and villages. Key settlements and their
associated residential population numbers include:

Settlement Name Resident
Population (2021
Newry 11,065
_Downpatrick 4,597
Newcastle 3,551
Warrenpoint 3,504
Kilkeel 2,699
Ballynahinch 2 688
Saintfield 1,510
Killyleagh 1,252
Bessbrook T ey
_Castlewellan 1,101
Annalong /75
Crossgar 822
Dundrum 693
_Crossmaglen O3
Hilltown 657
Mayobridge 409
Newtownhamilton 347
Forkhill 216
Cullyhanna 133

Qutside of the urban areas, the council area is predominantly
rural in nature and is characterised by a dispersed household
spread across the council area.

A map showing the location of key settlements across the council
areas can be viewad overleaf
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3 .2 Fixed Play Park Provision

A fised play park is defined as being a dedicated area or space that has been designed to
provide access to a variety of fixed play equipment aimed at a range of age groups.

Examples of fixed play equipmeant range from traditional (for example swings, roundabouts,
climbing frames etc.} to more extensive and modern play structures including bespoke play
installations and electronic activity panels.

Play parks can be tailored towards the needs of specific age groups, for example for younger
children and toddlers [swings, low level climbing frames, slides etc.) through to more
challenging play equipment for older children e.g. complex climbing structures, aerial zip
lines ete.

Play areas are typically fenced off for both safety and secunty purposes and are often closed
at set times of the day limiting access opportunities to designated timeframes, Play areas
may also incorporate within them environments provision for elder teens, for example
through the provision of a covered hang-out ar seated area. Whilst the overarching strategy
is based on a recognition that far children play can, and does take place at multiple locations,
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council acknowledge the value and importance of fixed play provision in providing more
formal envirenments for play. For that reason, the development and maintenance of high

play value fixed play parks is a core component of the Play Strategy.
1.3 Fixed Play in Newry, Mourne and Down Council

There are within the Council area a total of 125 fized play areas divided into one of three
designations which define their type, form, and focus. These play parks typicaily consist of
a range of fixed play equipment including swings, roundabouts, climbing units etc, located
within a designated, often fenced-off area. The fixed play parks vary in size and scope,
generally dependent on their location and the number of households they are designed to
provide for. Play parks are classified according to the Field in Trust “Accessibility Benchmark
Standards’ [alse known as tha 'Six Acre Standards’) which 1= used to determine tha level of
geographical area typically served by a fixed play park

The table overleaf outlines the classifications contained within the ‘Accessibility Benchmark
Standards alongside their associated radial catchment area which defines the level of
geographical coverage associated with each classification.

Play Park Classification Radial Area (m)
Local Area for _F;i:a',r:._ﬂﬁa-ll scale ﬁia-.- spaces p'lav,- op pnﬁﬂ nities | 100

primarily for younger children (aged under 5 years).

Local Equipped Area for Play: Covering a wider radial catchment, play 400

parks are larger in size and scale, offering a greater variety and

number of fixed play equipment pieces.

MNeighbourhood Equipped Area for Play: Offer a wide variety of fived 1000
play opportunities alongside non-fixed play through grassed areas.

District play areas will typically incorparate support facilities, for

example dedicated car-parking, toilets, plenic areas etc.

The majarity of the play parks within Newry, Mourne and Down area (122} are classified as
Local Equipped Areas for play. Such play parks have been designed to meet the play needs
of the resident population falling within an approzimate 400m radial emanating from the
play park location. There are currently 3 Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play -
sometimes referred to as Destination or District play parks across the council areas, these
are located at;

# Slieva Gullion

» Rilbroney

» Tollymore Forest Park
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Such district level play parks offer an enhanced outdoor play experience, typically containing
a wider range of play equipment that meets the needs of a broader age (including early
teens) and ability range, incorporating both accessible and inclusive play opportunities, Due
ta the nature of the location, district play parks often offer non-fised play cpportunities, for
axample through the presence of green spaces that facilitate active play, ball play
areasfspaces and natural environmental play opportunities. District level play parks also

generally, provide access to support services such as toilets to Changing Places standard, car
parking, refreshment outlets etc, that facilitate longer term family stays. A map showing the
location of play parks across the area can be viewed overleaf,
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3.4 Demography

The demographic information used within the mid-point review of the Play

Strategy is taken from the most recent census of the population which took place on 21st
March 2021, On Census Day 2021 the overall population of Newry, Mourne and Down
District Council was 182,074 residing within 62,357 households. This represents an increase
of 6.1% from the previous census (2011} whan the averall population of the council was
found to be 171,533, From a play delivery perspective, the age profile of the council is of
importance as it provides an indication of both existing potential demand for play services as
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well as providing a future growth indicator, On Census Day 2021, the 0 to 14 age proup
accounted for 38,235 individuals equating to 21% of the Council's population, 2% above the
Morthern Ireland average and representing an increase of 2,213 individuals from the
previous census in 2011, In percentage terms, the 2021 census figures place the Council
above the Northern |reland average for O to 14 years olds which stood at 19.15%.
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4.0 Play Strategy (2017 to 2022) Capital Recommendation Overview

The play strategy made four key recommendations aimed at enhancing access
to quality fixed play across the area through a focused capital programme.

Mo, Arcas of Foous Recrmmendation

I MNew Flxed Play Park Developmant Cormmasncs Consultation on Development of New Fload Play Areas
The dessslopment of newy fxad play parks wiithin i aress of IdenTified need:
within areas identified as being In need 1. Mayabridge 4, Kilmome

bakes] ot 2. Ballymnartin 5. Barmamaghsry Villas

=  Underlying ares demographsc dala T B Vil e
=  Household density levals
= fbsence of existing fmd play park
provision
= Appilication of the Crileria a5 establishad
within the Play Strategy
i Play Park Upgrades Instiate copstal upgrade programime b0 enhance pay value of 24 Mosd
The upgrading of low play value fixed play  play areas identifed as offaring 3 low level of play value:
paris locabed within areas seaeatsd a8

harving & continued need for floed ploy 1. Backdieid B, Culyhanna 17, Lirganaire
provision basesd an: [Hawcast o) 9. Dumgormmlsy 18. M=igh
L. Ballyholiarsd 10, Drumaness 19, M Gardens
= The undaerlying level of demographic {1 rnfries) 11, Difurmirbes . Mewcastis
e 1. Bog Road Pimic 12, Fabrviow Cantre
» The level of household density within 4. Bridge Centre 13, Jonesbonough 21. Newtowndoghue
the sschgned radial (g per Accessibility 5. Burren Village 14, Klicugh Plaging 22, Ofbver Plunkett
Bandnmark Standards), and weth Epon Fiedds 3. Spelga Park
s & low level of pley value 52 pasrssed abf 6. Carrivemadione 15. Kittys FRoad 24, Westlands
the development of the Play Strategy 7. Cullaville 16. Lislans
(2017}

MNa. Arsas of Fooud Recamma ndation

| Consolidation of play parks Commence consiitation regarding the consolidation of

| 3| The consolidation of play parks was reoommended in play parks wathin 9 leations identifed a5 affenng a low
e wiheres b=t af iy value et subject o duplication of fxed play

werage [see table overleaf for ste spedfic details).
w  There remained a demographic neesd for foed pley

prowisian, 1, Charlemonl 5., Pond 5. Hillgol Toddies and
- Exreling Flay Park prowision |5 sprssd aonoss a Frid, F-'r'l:l.l-llﬂ1I st Mmioe
ek of pliy parks, assessed as offering & o brvel College Squere 6. Emmelt Strest and
of play value, . MoCressh Park srd Mo armevisw
= Exising play provision locetion leads Lo duplication of Barorof 7. Springhall Drive and
COWErBQE area. 3, wanamill Road ard Snarcden Park
Hzathier Rosd H. Mona Vies and
Thaa aim of consolidsthon was to foous ipital funds 4, Bridge Straet, Ardmore, Arnaong
towennds the develioprment of a single, high pliy value and Miariam Park T, Mo Farm and St
jpark o batter meet locd msed rather than diluting cpttal [rnpnas

IFBEEMENT ACriss 8 number af smaller play park snes.

Transformation of Play Parks Commence consullstan regarding the trarsformatsan of
— Transformatien mefers to the reconfiguration of a play ficed My in 10 areas identifed &5 being of low demand
.q| park [ocation bo better moet the needs of the local {s0n table overloal for site spacific detasls).
| OpidATion,

Haltyrmadierphy [ L% Crescent

i.
Transgformaticn i anty recommended in aress of ow F 2 Carnbane Crescent 7, Loy
dermographic demand for play where a play park s 3. Clonallen Park | Pioas: Hill
curmently in-situ buk Rias a bow keved of play value, making . Dmurnarcusd a, Station Awenim
i gifectively obsoiete o5 a spaor for play, | Drumilly 10, Tulhydomnell
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4 .1 New Play Park Development

The play strategy established an agreed criterion to be used by Council to identify gap
locations in need of fixed play park development. The criterion was bhased on the number
of resident children and young people. Acknowledging the population differentials
betwean urban and rural areas, the strategy established criterion for both, namely:

®  Urban Areas: An area would be deemed in play need if, within the defined area
there was a minimum 150 resident children and voung people.

* Rural Areas: Population criteria dropped to 100 children and young people in
acknowledgement of reduced population density within rural areas.

The play strategy initially identified & locations as being in need of new fixed play

development:

. Ballymartin

. Barnamaghery Villas {Darragh Cross)
. Magennis Villas {Carlingfard Park)
Mayobridge

Kilclief

. Eilmore (Teconnaught)

I T

In addition, a further 3 areas for new play park development were identified during
operational roli-out of the play strategy as requiring new fixed play development,

1. Killough Harbour

2. Loanda Mew Park.,
3. Meadowlands

In total, 9 new play parks were therefore developed through the play strategy, with all
assessed as delivering a high level of play value in the most recent assessment.
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Mew Play Park Play Value Phota 1 Photo 2 Photo 3
Location Score (20213)
Baltymartin 140

Barnamaghery Viltas 150
{Carragh Cross)
Magonnis Villas 156
{Carlingford Park)
Naow Play Park Play Value Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3
Location Scoore {2023)

Mmyabridge 127
Eilchef 155

Kilmare

[ T mnaaghd )
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Mew Play Park Piay Valus Photo 1 Phato 2 Phota 3
Location Scome (2023)
Meadowlands 145

Killough Harbour 149

Loanda Mew Play Park 145

4 .2 Capital recommendation 2: Upgrading of Low Play Value Play Parks

Recommendation 2 focused on the upgrading of play parks found to be
offering a low level of play value in areas of continued demographic need. In
total 24 play parks were idantified for upgrade within the strategy with 21
being completed, all assessed as delivering an improved level of play value in
the most recent assessment. One additional upgrade took place outside those
identified within the strategy at Warrenpaint Town Park, bringing total
upgrades to 22,

One upgrade did not proceed at Killough Playing Fields due to development of
2 new high play value play park at Killough harbour, whilst the Bog Road Picnic
and Fairview upgrades (Forkhill) were consolidated into a new high play value
site located at Forkhill Greenspaces. It should be noted that an upgrade was
undertaken at Hillside Drive, Kilkeel funded through third party funds securad
by the local community group.,
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Play Park Play Play Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3
de Value Value
{2017) ([2023)
Backiisld 63 150

Ballyholland 9 131
(Imnésfrae)
Play Park Flay Play Fhoto 1
Value Value
] (2017) (2023}
Bridge Cemtra ra 1575

Burren Village &7 142
Gremn ] i
h

Carrivemadons B 151
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Play Park Flay PFlay Fhoto 1 Phota 2 Fhoto 3
Value WValue
(2017) (2023)

Cultaville 93 148

Cullyhanng o4 141

Cumber Road, B3 a4

Dirumaness
Play Park Play Play Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3
Value Value
(2017) (2023)
Drumintoes a8 145

Dungormiey 74 142
{Jim Staen
Park

Jonesharough a5 153
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Play Park

Kitty's Rood

Lurganaire

Play Park

Meigh

Gardens,
L Bstlewelian

Newiast|=
Digeames. Rioad
[Additional to
Piay Strategy)

Play Play
Value Valus
(2017) (20E3)
a5 142
0 126
an 138
Play Play
Yalue Value
(2017) ([2023)
Fi i34
B 148
113 162

Photo 1
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Flay Park P lay Play Phato 1 Photo 2 Photo 3
Value  Walue
. (a07) (2023)
Newtowndoughe A7 144

Oifver Plunkett B 147
Speiga Park 94 149
Play Park Play Play Phato 1 Photo 2 Photo 1
Value Walue
[ZO1F) {]ﬂl'_"l]
WaestLands, Fi i 145
Crossgan
Warmanpaint 1 130
Town Fark
{additional to
strafegy
recommendation)

4 .3 Consolidation of Play Parks in areas of Duplication
The Play Strategy recommended the consalidation of play parks in areas where:
«  There was an identified, continued demographic need for fixed play provision.

» Existing Play Park provision was spread across a number of play parks, assessed
as offering a low level of play valus.




Back to Agenda

Mewry, Mourmne
and D

Diairiz Cears il

= Existing play provision location showed radial coverage duplication.

The aim of consolidation was to focus capital funds on the development of a single,
high play value park to better meet local need rather than diluting capital Investment
across a number of smaller play park sites.

The Strategy recommended that consolidations be undertaken at 9 locations, with a view
to enhancing access to high value fixed play: in total 7 of the identified consolidations were
completed with 3 not proceeding within the S-year timeline. An additional censolidation
was undertaken in Forkhill with the sites at Bog Road and Fairview, originally identified for
upgrade, subzeguently consolidated into a new play park located at Forkhill Greenspaces.

Play Parks tobe  Play Consolidatiom Photo 1 Photo 2 Photo 3
Consalidated Value Site

{2017}
Bessbrook
« Charlemont Sq 65 Pond Feld
« Fr. Cuilon 7 {Flay Value = :
»  Cplipgs Square A4 141)
« Pond Fiald 89

—-

Play Parksto be Play Consolidation Photo 1 Photo I Phaoto 3
Consolbidated Vahe Site

Hewry
s MoCreash Park 86 Loanda Mew

(Play Value =
145}

Mewry

s Windmill Road 92 Kilmorey Park

s Heather Road 96 (Play Value =
146)

Ballynahinch

» Hillfoot Toddler B0 Hillfoot Junior

s  Hillfaot dunier BE  (Play Value =
146)
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Play Parks to ba  Play Consolidation  Photo i Photo 2 Fhoto 3
Consolidated Walgr Cite
(2017}
ey
= Speinghill Shandon Park
= Shandon Park 4] (Flay Value =
BB 141)
Annaleng
w  Miona View BE Miafine Park
& Commdl ] (Play Value =
160)
= Hog Road BO Farkhill
Pionic Grocnspaos
+  Fairview BB (Play Veloe =
i59)

As noted previously, 3 consolidations recommended within the play strategy did not
prograss within the S-year delivery period. These were located at:

1. Downpatrick — 5t. Dympna’s and Model Farm (aka Ballymote Walk)
2. Downpatrick — Bridge Street, Ardmare, and Marian Park
3. Nawry = Emmett Street and Mourneview,

Recommendations for the three locations over the next phase of delivery can be found in
section 3 of this report,

4 4 Transformations

Acknowledging that the needs of communities change over time due to changing
demographic patterns, a reduction in the number of children and young people within an
area, the play strategy provide an aption to transform existing play parks which were
underutilised and off low play value.

The purpose of a transformation is to retain the play park site for recreational use by the
community whilst undergoing a process of reconfiguration in order to better meet the
needs of the local population.

As nated above, transformation was only recommendead in areas of low demographic

demand for play where a play park is in-situ but has a low level of play value, making it
effectively obsolete as a space for play.
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It shauld be noted that transformations, as with all strands of the capital programme, are
subject to community consultation prior to action being taken. The community ultimately
have a role in shaping the space and determining the speed of progression.

The play strategy identified 10 locations for transformation.

Location Status
Ballymaderphy Mot Completed
Carnbane Crescent Complete
Clonallen Park Not Completed
Drumaroad Not Completed
Drumilly Complete
Latt Crescent Not Completed
Lisnalee Complete
Pious Hill " Not Cnmplﬂe:r
Station Avenue Complete
Tullydonnell Mot Completed

Recommendations for sites identified for transformation in the initial play strategy but
where work was not completed can be faund in section C of this repaort.

4.5 Impact of Capital Play Improvement Programme

The aim of the play strategy was to enhance children and young people's access to
high gquality play cpportunities through the development and enhancement of fixed
play parks across the council area based on identified need.

The primary mechanism for determining the degree to which council have been
successful in achieving this aim is the comparisan of play value assessments undertaken
in 2017 at the autset of the strategy against those undertaken in 2023 as part of the
review. The charts balow show the breakdown of play value for fiked play parks in 2017
and 2023,
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Breakdown of Play Value associated with Play Parks in
Newry, Mourne & Down Council 2017 (%)

B High Play Value
B Mid Py value

H Low Play Value

Breakdown of Play Value arsociated with Play Parks in
Mewry, Mourne & Down Cauncil 2017 (%]

B High Play Value
B Wil Play Value

o Low PMay Value

&s can be seen, through delivery of the play strategy council has successfully delivered:

* An 23% increase in the number of fixed play parks falling within the high play value
category, rising from 32% in 2017 to 55% in 2023,

* A 12% decrease in the number of fixed play parks falling within the mid play value
category, falling from 27% to 15%.

. An 11% decrease in the number of play parks falling within the low play value categaory,

falling from 41% to 30%.

The rise within the high play value category is due to the focus council has placed on
embedding guality design principles and ensuring that play park designs remain in step with
good practice and industry standards.
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Continued capital investment by council aimed at addressing play parks which fall within the
low and mid play value categories will ensure that the positive progress made to date
continues.,

4.6 Inclusive Play Provision

Diespite progress over recent years, many disabled children and their families continue to
face sipgnificant barriers in seeking to access quality, developmentally critical play
opportunities. These barriers can include a lack of access to inclusive play parks, a poor
level of wnderstanding of disabled childrens play needs,

continued negative public attitudes, and limited inclusive play

opportunities, LET HE PLAY

The barriers faced by disabled children and their families wers
highlighted recently in Northern Ireland based research entitied

"Let me Play,” published by Playboard Nl and the Mae Murray THT ;
Foundation (a lived experience led” membership-based -H l-;" | I’
organisation focused on creating true inclusion within society) L A
In 20221 oent

Whilst the experiences highlighted are not specific to Kewry, Mourne and Down District
Council area, they highlight common areas of challenge for disabled children and their
families across Northern Ireland.

The research, conducted on a regional basis, invelved over 500 disabled children and their
Families, and was focused on the barriers they face in seeking fulfil their right to play. Key
findings includad:

s 60% viewed playgrounds as important spaces for their child/children which they
would like to attend maore regularly,

*  40% rated the play experience on offer within playgrounds as being poor or very
poor.

=  57% were unable to engage in play as often as they would like,

s 66% identified a lack of opportunity to actively take part in play as a key barrier
faced.

#  55% reported having to travel long-distances just to access a playground that met
their children’'s needs.

{Mate: Percentages agbove are reflective af family’s regionol experlence s and are not Newry,
Mourne and Down District Council specific)

http:fwww ployboord, orgfwp-content fuploods /202 2 /02 L et-me-Mloy. pdf
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Emerging from the research, 6 key thematic areas were identified which were seen to cause
of contribute to the exclusion of families from playgrounds:

1. Getting to the Playground - Families highlighted continued challenges in getting to the
play park, for example a lack of appropriately located drop kerbs to support wheelchair
access, a lack of suitable accessible public transport on route and broader design flaws
within the public realm.

2. Wider playground facilities - Families highlighted that a lack of wider playground

facilities often functioned as a barrier, even in the case of larger destination playgrounds.

Issues included a lack of adeguate toilet facilities {up te Changing Places standard at
destination sites), inadequate parking, poorly designed refreshment and picnic areas
which da not accommodate wheelchair movement.

3. Access to Play - Families noted a need for improved accessibility within playgrounds
including atiention to internal wayhinding, space for mobility devices to freely move
around, ramped play features and wheelchair accessible play features, wide siides etc.

4. Participation in Play - Families noted that for many disabled children play opportunities
within playgrounds can be limited. Respondents highlighted the importance of offering
choice and challenge for all children, regardless of individual ability. Suggestions for
improvement included more sensory play, wheelchair accessible equipment (swing,
trampolineg, roundabout ate ], sand and water play.

5. Communication - Effective communication regarding the facilities available within
playgrounds was sean as being critical to allow families to make informed choices
regarding which best suited their child’s needs. This includes accessible pre-visit
information, signage, and an overview of how the playground meets the needs of
children.

6. Megative Social Athitudes - Unfortunately, respondents reported continuing to face
negative attitudes within playgrounds including being excluded from play eguipment,
being treated differently and with disdain by other users.

Whilst playeround providers alone cannot address the issues of nepative societal

attitudes, adaopting a pro-active approach to celebrating diversity and tackling negative
attitudes can help to make playgrounds spaces for all children.
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The Play Strategy acknowledged that despite progress, children with disabilities continued
Lo face significant barriers in accessing guality fikxed play opportunities,

The Strategy sought to address these barriers through the adoption of a series of principles
aimed at ensuring that fixed play park design recognised thase barriers and pro-actively
sought to address them. Amongst these principles were:

" At least 1 ground level, accessible and inclusive moving fixed play piece, for
example graound level seated roundabout, Seesaw.

. The incorporation of a variety of sensory play elements [visual, sound, and tactile).
. The use of gentle landscaping and the incorporation of natural play elements,

. Creation of a play space that allows for an encourages play-interaction between
all children and young people regardiess of individual ability or disability.

" Ongoing review of emerging research and good practice relating to the
enhancement of access to play for children with disabilities.

Reviewing progress to date, across the capital improvement programme council has sought
to incorporate inclusive play opportunities, placing a focus on ensuring, where feasible that
inclusive play equipment is incorporated within play park designs.

Within new and upgraded play parks this has included the installation of a ranga of inclusive
eguipment pieces as standard including:

. Inclusive Wheelchair accessible roundabout
. Inclusive Seesaw

. Inclusive supported swing seats

. Basket swings

. Accessible play panels.

In addition, a number of specialist pieces of equipment have also been installed including
wheelchair accessibla swings at a number of locations. The tables ovarleal show the extent

of inclusive play equipment installed through the strategy to date,
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Mew Play Parks
Play Park Indusive Play Equipment
installed

Ballymartin

Barnamaghery Villas (Darragh
Cross)

Magennis Villas {Carlingford
Park)

Mayabridge

Kliclief

Kilmore {Teconnaght)

Meadowlands
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Basket Swing

Play Panels

Play Van

Playhouse

Indusive Roundabout
Basket Swing

Play Paneis

Talk Tubes

Inclhusive Seesaw
Rain Wheel

Flay Chimes

Inclusive Roundabout
Dish Roundabout
Play Train

Cradle Swings

Mirror Play Panel
Talk Tubes

Play Panels

Spooky Cog Play Wheel
Bongo Drums

Rain Whesa

Inclusive Roundabout
Basket Swing

Cradle Swings

Train Play Panel
Express Play Train
Indusive Roundabout
Basket Swing

Play Panels

Basket Swing
Indusive Multi Play Unit
Inclusive Roundabout
Talk Tubes

Inclusive See Saw
Sign/Braille Play Panel
Talk Tubes

Inclusive Roundabout
Talk Tube

Play Paneis

Rain Wheel

Play Chimes
Indusive Roundabout
Inclusive Swing
Basket Swing
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Killowgh Harbour

Loanda MNew Park
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Toodker Slicke Linit

Piayhouse

Play Pods

Indusive Roundabout
Cardel Swings

Talk Tubes=s

Basket Swing

Piay Panei

Basket Swing
Indusive Roundabout
Cardle Swings

Dish Rotator

Play Chimes

Bongos

Play Fanels {Inc. Signing)
Play Mownds

Boat Rocker

Ballyhalland { Innisfoes)

Brugge Cankre

Burren Village Gresn

Carrivemadionge

Cullavilie

Cullyhanna

Cumber Road, Drumaness
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Rotating Dish

BaxsduEt Swiinig

Bongo Drums
Memary Play Linit
May Panois

Play Chirmes

Rodkers

Di=h Rotator

Talk Tubos

Boat Play Unit

Talk Tubes

Play Drusms

Play Panals

Play Chirres

Play Mirror

Story Telling Area
Inclhusive Roundabout
Inchsive Roundabout
Play Pancls

Cradie Swings

Barsiuel Swing

Basket Swing
Inclsive Roundabout
Play Panels

Inclusive Rocker
Cradle Swings
Inchusive Roundabout
Play Paneis

Inclusive Swing

Tant Play Paned

Talk Tukbees

Mirrcr Play Panal
Basket Swing

Cradie Swings
Playhouse

Fiana Play Panel
riem Play Panel

Fiay Bongos




Dromantee

Dungormiey (Jim Steen Park)

Jonesborough

Kitty's Road
Lislane

Lurganaire

Melgh

Mouwrne Garden, Castlewellan

Newcastle (Downs Road)

Newtowncdioughoge

CHiver Plunkett
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Play Xylophone
Dish Roundabout
Inclusive Multiunit
Hasket Swing
Play Pamels
Incusive Roundabout
Play Panels
Basket Swing
Inclusive Roundabout
Play Safari Tuck
Play Hues

Play Panels

Drum Play Unit
Play Chimes
Cradle Swings
Inclusive Swing
Basket Swing
Inclusive Swing
Play Car

Play Panels

Play Hut

Inclusive Swing
Talk Tubes
Basket Swing
Flayhouse

Play Car

Play Panels

Dish Roundabout
Playhouse

Play Panels
Mirror Play Panel
Play Chimes
Bongo Drums
Signing Play Panel
Rain Maker
Hammock
Inclusive Roundabout
Wheslchair Swing
Indusive Swing
Basket Swing
Talk Tuses
Basket Swing
Dish Roundaboit
Play Panels
Basket Swing
Play Panels
Companion Swing
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Incusive Roundabout
Talk Tubes

Basket Swing

Play Panels

Indusive Roundabout
Talk Tubes

Play Panels

Mirror Play

Indusive Roundabout
Basket Swing

Play Drums

Play Chimes

Basket Swing

Talk Tubes

Incusive Slide Unit
Inclusive Roundabout
Play Panais

Dish Rotator

Cardale Swings

Consolidated Play Parks

Pond Field Indusive Roundabout
Basket Swing

Cradle Swings
Indusive Trampoline
Incusive Rocker

Se Mew Park List
Indusive Roundabout
Braille Play Panel
Signing Play Panel
Basket Swing
Indusive Rocker
Playhouse

Basket Swing
Indusive Roundabout
Cradle Swings
Incusive Roundabout
Basket Swing

Play Panels

Cradie Swings
Inclusive Swing (Parent)
Play Panels

Rocker

Talk Tube

Play Panels

Basket Swing
Indusive Roundabout

Spelga Park

Westlands, Crossgar

Warrenpoint Town Park

Loanda New Park
Hiilfoot Junior

Shandon Park

Marine Park, Annalong

Forkhill Gresnspaces
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Owerall, the play strategy has led to the enhancement and expansion of inclusive play
opportunities for children and young peaple across the district by incarporating
inclusive play equipment within new park and park upgrade designs where possible.

In reviewing the progress made under the play strategy, it is important to note that
whilst progress has been made, there remains work to be done at a broader play

industry and societal level to ensure that the right to play is delivered for all children
and yaoung people.

In 2022 a joint position statement entitled ‘Including Disabled Children in Play

Provision' was released by the UK Play Safety Forum and UK
Children’s Play Policy Forum.

Includi
The statement acknowledged that society has failed in n c u I n g
ieEblEt L ey 1 Play Prowvitk

producing enough accessibie and inclusive places for children

E,
to play within a reasonable distance of their homes. AT ;%

The Positicn Statement highlights the distinction between
"accessiole” and “inclusive” play spaces. It acknowledges
that, although all play spaces should be accessible, not all
play spaces can or will be inclusive, The terms “accessible”
and “inclusive” should therefare not be used interchangeably
as confusion around terminclogy contributes to a lack of
appropriate provision,

In seeking to progress understanding of how play need can best be met, the
staternent establishes definitions for the terms "accessible” and "inclusiva® in
the context of play space.

An accessible play space is defined as a space which is barrier-
free, allows users access to mowve around
the space and offers participation opportunities for a range of
differing abilities. Not every child of every
ability will be able to actively use everything within an
accessible play space.

An Inclusive Play Space provides a barrier-free environment,
with supporting infrastructure, which meets the wide and
varying play needs of every
child. Disabled children and non-disabled children will enjoy high
levels of participation opportunities, equally rich in play value.

Inclusive play spaces are defined as having a number of key characteristics:
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s The aims of the facility are clearly stated.

s Parents/carers and children have the opportunity to understand layout,
play equipment, overall space, and facilities before arrival.

« Designers and providers engage with local transport providers to
review accessible transport links,

« Inclusive play equipment is located across the entire scope of the play
space and is not confined to a designated or segregated area.

» Known barriers to participation are addressed.

The staterment highlights that all playgrounds should meet the accessible
definitian, to meet the needs of as many children, of as many varying abilities,
as passible. And that the strategic provision of truly inclusive spaces at well-
chosen destination (district designated) sites is essential, to meet the needs of
ALL children. The statement further provides a number of key
messagesfactions that all play park providers should seek to embed within
their play programmes:

A positive and solution-focused attitude is critical to creating inclusive play space
design, based on understanding and prioritising the needs of disabled children and
making adaptations to indude them.

Those responsible for designing and managing play spaces can make a hig
difference by championing the importance of including disabled children in play
spaces, working in partnership with disabled children, their families, and the local
commumnity,

Children and their families want play spaces which incude the range of features
and fadlities they need.

Children and their familles can feel let down when play spaces that are referred to
a5 "Indusive” lack the fadiities and deslgn features that would make the
environment work well for them.

Small adaptatians can make a big difference.

Play spaces should offer a balance of high to low challenge opportunities and a
good mix of play features,

Play apportunities offering a wide range of play experiences, challenge, variety,
and choice are essential for disabled children and families. However, this does not
mean that all play features need to be accessible to all children.

Providers need to make value judgements about how to create spaces that work

well for all, whila mesting children's varied levels of ability and appetite for risk
and challenge.
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All children deserve to be able to enjoy play spaces that work well for them and
their families within a reasonable distance of their home.

Play providers and operators rnesd to take a strategic approach to planning
accessible and indusive spaces,

All play spaces should be developed through community particpation, co-design
and co-production.

Plans for provision should always be co-produced with focal children and adults.
Engaging with children and families will help to ensure there is a broad renge of
play opportunities for different levels of ability. Further innovation and co-
production between stakeholders is necessary to develop more eguipment and
faatures that offer inclusive play opportunities for all children. This should include
play space providers and operators, play aquipment manufacturers, play space
designers and families.

It should be noted that Playboard Ml and the Mae Murray Foundation are in the
process of completing a guidance document and toolkit to support councils to
develop inclusive play parks. Upan launch (4th March 2024), council should
adopt the guidance and toolkit as a kay mechanizm for enhancing incluslve play
parks.

4.7 Non-Fixed and Loose Parts Play

in the Play Strategy, council acknowledged that whilst fixed (equipped)] play parks have a
key role in meeting play need, it is not always feasible to provide fixed play parks at all
locations, particularly within areas of low population
density.

Mon-fixed or loose parts play provides an opportunity
to deliver play-based cpportunities within such area
through the use of transportable play materials that
can be used within local communities to create pop-up

play apportunities.

In acknowledging the role of non-fixed play, council undertook to develop activities:

= Boll-out of Community Play Programmes.

= Active promotion and support for National Play Day.
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Community Play Programmes

Commencing during the development of the play strategy in 2016, council rolled out a
series of community play programmes each year, with a break in the years 2020 and 2021

due to the Covid-19 pandemic,

Year No. of Play Sessions Mo. of Children and
Young People

Summer 2016 31 834
Summer 2017 40 944

Winter 2018 10 231
Summer 2019 41 1022
Summer 2022 (Small - 191
Groups delivery under

PEACE IV)

Total 122 3222

Sessions took place primarily outdoors {weather dependent), mast often on green space
area within caommunities with 2 range of physical, social, and creative play activities
provided.




« Dressing Up

» Mask making

= Story Telling

= Loose Parts Play

= Painting

« Model making
* Creative arts
» Den Building
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« Running, Jumping, Skipping
« Ball games

» Assault courses

= Parachute Games

» Water Play
= Foam Play
= Bubble Play
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Play Day

From a play advocacy and promotional perspective, the Play Strategy recommended that
Council should actively promote and participate within national playday with a focus on
highlighting the importance of play to families and communities.

Through publicity connected to the community play programmes, council proactively
promoted playday (which falls on the first Wednesday each August), promoted local play
events and encouraged local communities to plan and deliver play events all whilst
highlighting the critical rele of play in supporting children and young pecple’s physical and
emational health and wellbeing.

4.8 Participation and Consultation

Council gave a commitment within the play strategy to ensare that any action undertaken
[i.e. new play development, play park upgrade etc) would be subject to focused
participative consultation with local communities, including children and young people.

Prior to roll-out of key actions, council developed a rigorous three-stags consultation process
which aimed to ensure that local communities, children, and voung people had an
opportunity to shape play developmeant within their area.

An overview of the three-stage process to be applied tor each key action has been provided
overleaf,
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Consultation Process — New Play Area (4 weeks)

1 WEEK

Stage 1: Childran and Young People’s Focus Groups
= Maximum 3 focus groups with C&YP from within the area,

= Aim: Engage with users of the new play park to identify their
specific needs, gather ideas atc. to guide the design process.

* Where passible facus groups will be held in conjunction with local

1 WEER

Stage 2: Online Survey
s Dnline survey of parents/carers/community groups and children
and young pecple within the area

s Alm: Further clarify areas of play need, gather ideas for the play
area, seek visws on outstanding issues e.g. preferred site if options
are available

& Online surveys will broaden community nput to the process,
further guiding and clarifying the design process,

2 WEEKS

Stage 3: Local Community Consultation Session
« To outline details from the focus groups and online surveys as per
stage | and 2 and seek views from local community on the findings.

. Stage 3 {bk): Presentation of Proposal to Council

« Summary of findings to be collated and to be presented to Council
committes for final aporoval

| Stage 4: Progress to Construction of New Play Area
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Consultation Process — Upgrades (4 weeks)

Stage 1: Children and Young People’s Focus Groups
& Maximum 3 focus groups with CEYP from within the area.

i WEEK

= Aim: Engage with users/non-users of the existing play park to identify issues
or difficulties with the exsting site, seck views on current play value, identify
specific needs, gather ideas etc. on how to enhance the site to guide the
remewal design process.

= Where possible focus groups will be held in conjunction with local providers
2.0- Primary/Secondary schools, youth groups elc.

»  [f posaible, one focus growp to take place at existing play ares (o enable CRYP
to identify key issues with current provision, what would enhance the space,
hive thiry would prefer to interact with the renewed site ete, |

- l

Stage 2: Online Survey I
[ # Online survey of parents/carers/community groups and children and young |
peogle within the area

¢ Aim: To seek views on the existing play area, wentify key issues/problems with
the current facility, clarify areas of play need, gather ideas for the
enhancemant of the sxiating play area, identify any extermal e with the
sile o). anti-social behaviour problems Ste. thal may nead (o be addresssd

e Online surveys will broaden community inpat to the process, further guiding
and clarifying the design process,

- l

- Stage 3: Local Community Consultation Session

= To outline details from the focus groups and onling sunjeys as per slnq;: 1and |
2 and seok views from local community on the findings.

) ﬂhglﬁih_]uwnﬂprupulﬂhﬂuuﬂ ]
. 'E-umrnnr'.' -of findings to be collated and to be presented to Council committes |
for final approval

| Stage 4: Progress to Renewal of Play Area
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Consultation Process — Transformations (4 weeks)

Transiormation sites are thowe which have a low lesel of play valee and a low kevel of wage. Such
wite tend ho be located adthom maore rigral sreas and) or haee @ bow number ol resident chilelren s
young people.  The sim of the comaltatian i o get the views of locsl people a1 10 how the ste can
B bl whlned 1or local o, This mdy oF sy 5ot shclisds Th Fententasm ol spsce for play
purposes dependent on the consultabon oulooms

Sl R ——m s nraimss =

‘Stage 1: Children and Young prh:lﬁnn-m-nup-
| « Maximum 3 focus groups with CEYP from within the area,

| = Aim: Engage with users/non-users of the existing play area to identify levels of
usage, thowahts on possible tramsformation opbons (which may include
retention of play |

» Where possible focus groups will be held in conjunction with local providers £.9.
Primary /Secondany schools, youth groups ete.

| = If possible, one focus group to take place at exsting play area to enable CRYP to
| explore the site and possible transformation aptions

1 WEEK

Stage 21 Door to Door Survey (*) I

» Sites tend to have low household numbers; therefore door-to-door surveys will be |
used to identify actual need for the play area and to dentify passible
transformation options/ideas for the site.

I WEEKS l
L Stage 3: Local Community Consultation Session
» To outhne detads from the focus groups and online surveys as pe Etaqe 1and 2
and seck views from local community on the Hindings.

_Stage 3 (b): Presentation of Proposal to Council

&  Summary of findings to be colisted and to be presented to Coundl committes for
final approval

Stage 4: Progress to Site Transformation
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Consultation - idations (4 ks
Cansolidatnn locations ane those whede F or mone play areas of low)/'mid play vahse are present and
it has been determined that the focused enhancement of one sito 1o a high play walue would be
e beneficial for children rether than spreading resources scross maltiple sites schieving o kawer
leved of play value. The strategy identifies propsed consolidation sites and these will be tested
through consistation slongside deas for enhancement of the final agreed consolidation site

ik WEEK

. Stage 1: Children and Young People’s Focus Groups |
e Maxmum 3 focus groups with CEYP from within the area, |

#» Ammi: Engage with wsers/non-users of the existing play parks to identify levels
of usage for each site, seek views on current play value of each, identify
preferred consolidation site, gather ideas etc, on how to enhance the
consolidated site to improve play value

s Where possible focus groups will be held in comjunction with local providers
2.0. Primary/ Secondary schools, youth groups etc,

1 WEEK

Stage 2: Online Survey !
= Online survey of parents/carers/community groups and children and young
pecple within the area

# Aim: To identify usage kevels for identified sites, seek views on the
consclidation site oplion, seek views on prefenred consolidation sibe, identify
pros and cong of existing sites, clarify areas of play need, gather ideas for the
enhancement of final agreed consolidation site

s Online surveys will broaden community input to the process, further guiding
and clarifying the design process.

2 WEEKS

mmwmwm

= P =i it by e et

¢ To outline details from the focus groups and onfine surveys as per stage 1 and
2 and seek vievrs from local community on the findings.

| stage 3 (b): Presentation of Proposal to Council
& Summary of findings to be collated and to be presented to Councll committes
[ for final approval

Stage 4: Progress to Consolidation

Council has applied the agreed three-stage process for afl capital works
undertaken, ensuring that local communities have an opportunity to help shape
play within their area.
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The specific focus placed by council an engaging with children and young
people through direct consultation has enabled a child led exploration of play
need within the area, leading to mare targeted developments best suited to
meeting the neads of local children and young people,

Through the process, local communities have been able to help shape play
invastment, whether it be in terms of the location of a play park or the shape,
form, and type of eguipment Lo be made available,
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5.0 DEA Review — Needs Analysis and Recommendations

In addition to undertaking a review of the level of impact made under the play
strategy, a further assessment of need was undertaken based on consideration
of:

« Population data from the 2021 census data highlighting the number of 0-to 12-
year-olds resident within MISRA defined data zone areas.

+ Residential data from the most recent NISRA Pointer dataset which provides an
up-to-date indication of household location across the council area.

*  The current location of fixed play areas across the DEA alongside tier play value
assassment score.

This section of the report provides a breakdown analysis by DEA providing an
overview of recommendations as they relate to:

* |dentified areas of play need which meet the criteria set within strategy for new
fined play parks development.

&  Play parks of low play value which meet the criteria set within the strategy Tor
upgrade,

&  Play parks of low play value in areas of low demand eligible for transformation

& Play parks of low play value In areas of duplication for which consolidation
presents the most appropriate form of upgrade action,
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5.1 Crotlieve DEA

Crotlieve District Electoral Area (DEA) is located to the Southeast of the Newry

Mourne and Down District Council area and comprises 6 wards — Burren,
Derryleckagh, Hilltown, Mayobridge, Rostrevor and Warrenpoint.
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Recognised settlements within the DEA include:

¢ Ballyvholland
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=  Barnmeen

= Glen

#  Hilltown

» Lurganaire

* [Mayobridge
*  Rostrevor

* Sheeptown

s Warrenpoint

A settlement location map can be viewed below.
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In assessing the level of coverage afforded by existing fixed play areas, and to
identify potential areas of need for new fixed play provision three key pieces of
data have been analysad:

® Population data from the 2021 census data highlighting the number of 0- to 12-year-
olds resident within NISRA defined data zone areas; and

® Household lacation data
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® The current location of fixed play areas across the DEA. By combining data sources an

assessment can be undertaken of the leval of potential demand for fixed play within
allocation based on population and household spread.

Data fones

Data zones have been introduced by MISRA to support the analysis of demographic
population statistics emerging from the 2021 cansus. Data zones represent the mast
localised level of data available, with 3,780 Data Zones nesting within 250 Super Data Zones
which in turn nest within DEA areas and overarching local government districts.

A map showing the Data Zone classification areas for the DEA can be viewed balow.
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Demographic Overview

The map below shows population statistics (mapped by data zone) for children
aged 0 to 12 years {the primary focus group for fixed play parks), resident on the
day of the 2021 census of the population. The map also shows the household
distribution pattern for the DEA.
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Az alargely rural area, household distribution within the DEA tends Lo be centred
around key settlements or along main readways; outside of settlement areas,
household distribution tends to be of a dispersed nature. Under the agreed
criteria, to be eligible for consideration for new fixed play development or
upgrade the number of residents children and voung people {0 to 12) within an
urban defined area should be 150 ar mare, In the case of rural areas, in
recognition of lower population density levels and household spread this has
been reduced to 100 children or young people.

Current Play Provision

Current Play Provision Play Parks are designated according to the
Fields in Trust ‘Accessibility Benchmark Standards for Outdoor Play’'
(often known as the ABS). The ABS classifies play parks according to
the level of play provision offered by the site and establishes a radial
catchment area to identify the resident population whose needs are
sarved by a play park based on its designation:
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Designation of Play Park Walkirg
Diiwim mcs

Local Arews for Play (LAPE} are specifically designated and 0o
Laid out for very young children (<5 years] with thi

mxpress purpose of previding somewhene to play dose to

wihers they fve.

Local Equipped Araas for Play (LEAPs) are areas of open 200
spiare desgnaben and laid ool with features ang sgulpment

for children who ane beginning to go out and play

indepandentiy (5 to 12 years) diosa b whene they live,
Nelghbourhood Equipped Areas for Play [(NEAF) are sneas 1000
of open space specifically designated, lald out and

equipped mainly for older children (Induding 12+ but with

plary opportunities for younger children as well.

In additian, In order to be eligible for fixed play consideration, an area must
have a minimum of 100 households within a defined radial catchment in line
with the field in Trust Accessibility Standards {ABS). Thare are at present 11
fived play parks located across the DEA, ten are designated Local Equipped
Areas for Play [LEAPS) with one designated as a Neighbourhood Equipped
Areas for Play (NEAP) or destination play park located at Kilbroney Forest Park.

Play Volue Assessment

This section of the report provides an overview of the play value scores
associated with each play park in the DEA. For the purposes of the report,
play value assessments and scoring was undertaken by Play Services Ireland
and provided ta Playboard NI for incorporation inta the overall review.

Of the 11 fixed play areas located within the DEA:

» Eight are rated as delivering a high level of play value (defined as scoring between
106 and 175)

= Jne play park delivers a mid-level of play value {28 to 105)

¢ Two play parks within fell within the lowest play value category {scoring below
B7).
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High Play Valus (106 to 175)

Play Park  Play Valie Play Value  +/- Phats L Phals 3 Phata )
RN LA )
Spelna Park S 14% 5
¥ —
ﬁi: . m :
Burren Villsge a7 142

+55
Lirganaire Bl 138 +58
X e
ﬂ i

Mayraridge - 127
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Play Fark  Play Valua Play Valun  +/-
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Mid Play Value (B8 to 105)
Play Park  Play Value Piay Velva  +/-
201 7)

023
Bammesn 103 102 =1

Bl ~

Play Fark H"H'I'._ Play Yalue  +/- Photo 1 Photo Photo 3

Loww Play Value (scoring below B7).

Granite View [ 65 o |
-4 =7

The play value categories for each play park within Crotlieve
DEA have been mapped below.
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Needs Analysis

Fallowing an analysis of demagraphics, household density, existing play park
locations, play value scores and radial coverage areas, a number of locations were
identified for further analysis:

Granite View
Clanallon

Kilbroney

*® & 9 @

Glen Villas
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Location Review
Grande View play perk ic
located in Shesptown and
scored & low 65 in the most
reEnd play vahe assessment.
A gimee off 65 indicetes that the
play park Is ro longer capabip
of providing a sufficent leval
of play value 1o mest the
noeds of children and young
people wikhin the kocal area,

Demographic review ndicates
& condinued leve of nesd
whilst household dansty

andl s shenes 3 tatal af 111
honmshaldss. Falling within tha
radial emanating from the play
park.

Location Review
Clenallon Park play park is
lecated in Warrenpoint nd
g & lowy 7O i Dhe it
recent play value assessment,
A seore ol 79 indicates (hat the
play pari is no longer capabile
of prowiding a sufficient level
ef play valus to mest the
nonds of children and young
peoplé within the local anea,

Demographic review indicates
a continued imvel of nesd
wahilst hoissshold density
aralysis shows a total of 63
hausaholds falling within the
radial ermdnating from the play
pari. [t should be noted that
somm raclial duplication ooours
welth thee radial emanating from
Warrenpoint Town Fark,

It b5 noted that Coundl s
aunnently in the process of
progressing a capital works
programime within Uhe anea
wabach inciudes e

develapment of 3 new
Comimmimity Canltre
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Liscathon Review
Henins Villas s o nal hamiet
lpcated on the Coanil
bindary with Armagh,

Banbricge and Craigavan
DCstrict Cowrsdl,

A vt af undertying
househoid dermand, based on
the introduction of an
inclicative 400m radial indicates
47 howtehokds withan Glannt
Willas, befow the required 100
households for 2 nurall kncation
A further 25 howsshokds e
lpcated outside to the radial to
the Northeast, howseser ovon
with thair mcheion the sres
fails b meet the oriteria for

fimed play devefopment.

Glerns Villas does
not ourmently meet
the eriteria
established within
the strategy for
new fixed play
dovelopment.

[t is recommendod
that counal
ooatinge to manitor
residential growth
NG o pment
withiin the prisn.



Back to Agenda

MEWT W, Noarye
and Down

Diairiz Cears il

5.2 Downpatrick DEA — Demographic,
Household and Fixed Play Analysis

Downpatrick District Electoral Area (DEA] is located to the West of Newry
Mourne and Down District Council area and comprises 5 wards -
Cathedral, Knocknashinna, Lecale, Quoile and Strangford.
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Recognised settlements within the DEA include:

«  Annacloy
«  Ardglass
«  Ballyalton
«  Ballynoe

= Hallyhornan
«  Coney lsland
=« Downpatrick

«  Kilclief
o Killough
= Raholp
*  Saul

= Strangford

A settlement location map can be viewed below.
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In assessing the level of coverage afforded by existing fixed play areas, and in order to
identify potential areas of need for new fixed play provision three key pieces of data
have been analysed:

®  Population dala from the 2021 census data highlizhting the number of O- to
12-year-olds resident within MISRA defined data zone areas; and
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®  Household location data

®  The current location of fixed play areas across the DEA.

By combining data sources an assessment can be undertaken of the level of potential
demand for fixed play within a location based on population and household spread.

Dato Zones

Data zanes have bean introduced by NISRA to support the analysis of demographic
population statistics emerging from the 2021 census, Data zones represent the most
localised level of data available, with 3,780 Data Zones nesting within 850 Super Data
Zones which in turn nest within DEA areas and overarching local government districts.

A map showing the Data Zone classification areas for the DEA can be viewed below,
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Demographic Overview

The map below shows population statistics (mapped by data rone} for children aged 0 to
12 years (the primary Tocus group Tor fixed play parks), resident on the day of the 2021
census of the population. The map also shows the household distribution pattern for the
DEA.
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As alargely rural area, household distribution within the DEA tends ta be centred around
key settlernents or along main roadways; cutside of settlernent areas, househald
distribution tends tao ba of a dispersed nature. Undar the agread criteria, to be eligible for
consideration for new fixed play development or upgrade the number of resident children
and young people (0 to 12) within an urban defined area should be 150 or more. In the
case of rural areas, in recognition of lower population density levels and household
spread this has been reduced to 100 children or young people.

Current Play Provision

Play Parks are designated according to the Fields in Trust
‘Accessibility Benchmark Standards for Outdoor Play’ {often known as the ABS). The
ABS classifies play parks according to the level of play provision offered by the site
and establishes a radial catchmant area to identify the resident population whose
needs are served by a play park based on its designation;
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Local Areas for Play (LAPs) are specifically designated and 100
laid out for very young children (<5 years) with the

express purpose of providing somewhere to play cdose to

where they live,

Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPs) are areas of open 400
space designated and laid out with features and equipment

for children who are beginning to go out and play

independently (5 to 12 years) dose to where they live. _
Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play (NEAP) are areas 1000
of open space specifically designated, laid out and

equipped mainly for older children (induding 12+ but with

play opportunities for younger children as well.

In addition, in order ta be eligible for fixed play consideration, an area must have a
minimum of 100 househeolds within a defined radial catchment in line with the Fields in
Trust Accessibility Standards [AB%). There are at present 19 fised play parks located
across the DEA, all designated Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPS).

Play Value Assessment

This section of the report provides an overview of the play value scores associated with
each play park in the DEA. For the purposes of the report, play value assessments and
scoring was undertaken by Play Services Ireland and provided to Playboard NI for
incarparation into the overall review. Of the 19 fixed play areas located within the DEA:

* Ten are rated as delivering a high level of play value {defined as scoring
between 106 and 175)

# Four play parks deliver a mid-level of play value (88 to 105)

® Five play parks fell within the lowest play value categary (scaring below 87).
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High Play Value (106 to 175)

Play Park  Play Value  Play Vahe -
Ll | £ 2]
Teconnaght . 159
{Mesw Plag
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Page 130




Back to Agenda

Marian Fark = 123

Mid Plary Valve (B8 to 105)




Back to Agenda

. IiTaB T 155

Flay Park  Play Valus  Play Vale &/

5t Drympmniss ] ™ o
B e LS Th 72 4
Wk

The play value categories for each play park within the DEA have been
mappad below, the frst showing play parks located outside of Downpatrick

urban area and the second those play parks locsted in Downpatrick urban
area.
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Needs Analysis

Following an analysis of demographics, household density, existing play
park locations, play value scores and radial coverage areas, a number of
lacations were identifiad for furthar analysis:

. Ballynoe {Bright)
. Ballyalton
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. 5t Dympna's and Ballymote Walk {Model Farm) Play

Parks
. Bricdge Street
. Bishops Court
- SEaview

TANGA P RLE
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Locabion Rewies
Baliyreae (Bright ) is
locoted o the 'West of
the DEA. In tanma of
demagraphics, the
widher data pore wilhin
wihich The hiamiel site
shows 53 children
oged 0 ko 12, albak
spread over @
bt orgtisl rurai aren
angd mgl §peaCiliciy
williin Balkpraos
[Bright ).

Thire e crrerlly G4
mrsigentinl housechils
located wathian the
mettlomant Boordary,
bacdore tho minimiEm
iriteria of 100
hioimetaolds,

Locatmn Reveaw
Baflyalton & & hamiot
losmbad 1o the East af
Downpatrick town.  The
wider data rone within
wihich the hamist 5its shows
159 regidant chilcnen agad
0 to 1.2 years. [T I5 howepver
mated that these are spread
o @ substari rural anea
arsd mob speifically within
Bldliyalton

Thera are currenitty B7
residential households
locabed wilhin The
seltlernenl radial, Gelow the
mimum eriteria af 100
renimehl s,

Recommendatien
AR present,
Ballynoe (Bright )
does Rot mest the
criteria esablishad
wiikFin the strategy
o inaa i plawy
devenpment.

It s recoemrendesd
thit ooundl
conitins pa monitar
ressidherngt growith
&l s oDl
ssatFbn the s

Rapormimendation
At present,
BaiSyvaiton doss Aol
. B crfléyria
et s liabasd within
tha srategy for
o e plary
cevaopment.

It s recommenced
that eouncll
coptimue o monitee
resclentiol grosth
ard devaiopmant
wiithin Ehe area,




Lorstion Paes
fecommenoad for
wonsalidation within the
origenal strategy, both play
parks have again been
assesed o determine Ehe
Mot appropeiate acthon for
councl to take in order ko
enhante et to high
W play.

Undertying demograghics
indicates a continges nesed
oo Fxesd piay provision
within thé bred & Jods &
resvie 0f residerytial

park o Ballymote Contrs
{plmy value 124) and the
play park & Bsliymots Walk
[Moddl Farm) which has a
iow play vae of ¥1. The
Play park o 5. Dymona’s
Biso s @ bow plmy waloe of
79 Indicating it no longer
proviges a quality play
experienoe for chifidren

Loxation Revisy
Licated (o the Nortwest of
Downpatrick town, Bridge

value of B, faling fram B8 in
2017, From & demographic
pospactveg, the wider anta

pary with awer 150 resident
children aged 0 to 12 years.

It s noted thet there is
sgnaficant rackal duptication
wilth i Righ play valun park at
Maadowlancs [PV = 145) and
& rrid-lews play vafue park st
Erdmors Avenue [PV = S5
Bricge Strest was identified in
the criginal play strategy for
tranaloimation to & récrastion
silte due Lo its Fagh leve of
guplication and low play valoe

sl play park Nas a low plry

ghows o continued demand for
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Recommendakion
Carvimny thes oontinued
domand for play in
EPhe ares, it is
recomimended [hat
councl-should
prooead with
oonsoddlakion angd
upgrade of Fived play
B g location,
either St, Dympna’s
or Ballymote Walk

Acknowdedning Hhe
significant radial
duplication Bebween
the play parks at
Ballyrmote Centre
@l Ballyrnola Wk
(Miodel Farm, it is
sugogested that St
Dympna’s would
sppesr to be the
oSt appropriate
Site, howssyar
community
CONSLUMaticey Shoukd
be undertaken 1o
Eeess ol views on
siting.

Recnmmenitation
It is recomimended
that coundl
proceed (o
trarsformation of
the play park At
Bridge Street in ling
with prevous
iraraformations
undartaken a5 part
of the play

strategy.




Located &t Baliyhoman,
Bishops Court play park has a
aurrent ploy value of B3,
having fallen from 96 in 2017,

From a cemographic
perspective, the wider data
20ne anea shows a aontinuad
demand for play with 115
resident chiddren agad 0 to 12
years, Zbeit not all located
within Bishaps Court, There
are ot present 103 howssholds
within the radial catchment
area, above the criteria set

within the strateqy,

Siaview play park is located
i Ardiglass and currently has

2 low piay value of 79, falling
from 86 in 20217.

From a demographic
perspective, the wider data
20ne area shows a continued
demand for play with 200
resident chifdren aged 0o 12
years resident within the
immediate data xones.

Thene ara at present 198
househalds within the radial
catchment area, above the
triteria set within the
sirategy.
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- Recommendation

g
that coundl
procead with the

upgrade of the play
park ot Bishops
Court,

_Recommendation

It & recommended
that coundil
procead with the
upgracde of the play
park at Seaview.
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5.3 Mournes DEA — Demographic, Household and Fixed Play
Analysis

Mournes District Electoral Area (DEA) is located to the South of Newry

Mourne and Down District Council area and comprises 7 wards =
Annalong, Binnian, Denard, Kilkeal, Lisnacree, Murlough and
Tollymore.

Recognised settlements within the DEA include:

= Attical

* Ballymaderphy
s  Ballymartin

& Bryansford
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&  Burrenbridge
s Dunaval/Ballyard|e
¢ Glassdrumman/Millartown

o Kilcoo
¢ Kilkeel
& Killowen

s Longstone

Mewcastle

A settlement location map can be viewed below.

In assessing the level of coverage afforded by existing fixed play areas, and in
order to identify potential areas of need for new fixed play provision three key
pieces of data have been analysed:

® Populzation data from the 2021 census data highlighting the number of 0- to 12-
year-olds resident within NISRA defined data zone areas; and

® Household location data

® The current location of fixed play areas across the DEA.
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By combining data sources an assessment can be undertaken of the level of potential
demand for fixed play within a location based an population and household spread.

Data Fones

Data zones have been introduced by NISRA to support the analysis of
demographic population stafistics emerging from the 2021 census. Data zones
represent the most localised level of data available, with 3,780 Data Zones
nasting within 850 Super Data Zones which in turn nest within DEA areas and
averarching local zovernment districts,

A map showing the Data Fone classification areas for the DEA can be viewed below.

8

Demographic Overview

The map below shows population statistics (mapped by data zone) for children aged
0 to 12 vears [the primary focus group for fixed play parks), resident on the day of
the 2021 census of the population. The map also shows the household distribution
pattern for the DEA.
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As a largely rural area, household distribution within the DEA tends to be
cantred around key settlements or alang main readways: outside of settlement
areas, household distribution tends to be of a dispersed natura. Under the
apreed criteria, to be eligible for consideration for new fized play devalopment
or upgrade the number of resident children and young people (0 to 12) within
an urban defined area should be 150 or more. in the case of rural areas, in
recognition of lower population density levels and household spread this has
been reduced to 100 children or young peaple.

Current Play Position

Play Parks are designated according to the Fields in Trust
‘Becessibility Benchmark Standards for Outdoor Play” {often known as the ABS).
The ABS classifies play parks according to the level of play provision offered by
the site and astablishes a radial catchment area to identify the resident
population whose needs are served by a play park based on its designation:
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Designation of Play Park

Local Areas for Play (LAPs) are spedifically designated and 100
laid out for very young children (<5 years) with the

express purpose of providing somewhere to play dose to

where they live,

Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPs) are areas of open 400
space designated and laid out with features and equipment

for children who are beginning to go out and play

independently (5 to 12 years) dose to where they live.
Meighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play (NEAP) are areas 1000
of open space spedfically designated, laid out and

equipped mainly for older children {induding 124 ) but with

play opportunities for younger children as well,

In addition, in order to be eligible for fixed play consideration, an area
must have a3 minimum of 100 households within a defined radial
catchment in line with the field in Trust Accessibility Standards (ARS).
There are at present 16 fixed play parks located across the DEA, ali
designated Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPS),

Play Value Assessment

This section of the report provides an overview of the play value scores associated with
each play park in the DEA. For the purposes of the repart, play value assessments and
scorimg was undertaken by Play Services Ireland and provided to Playboard NI for
incorporation into the overall review, Of the 16 fixed play areas located within the DEA:

* Ten are rated as delivering a high level of play value {defined as scoring
between 106 and 175)

=  Two play parks deliver a mid-level of play value (88 to 105)

*  Four play parks fell within the lowest play value category (scoring below 87).
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High Play Value (106 to 175)

Marire Park i 1E0

Moume
Esplanade
Ktys Road a5 142 +57
Ballyrmartn . 140
Mew fark
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Play Park  Play Vaolua  Play Valua  +)-
A ]

n2F]

HitFside Dvive BS 132 =1
Khken
Toitymare - 130 .
Fosest Park
Buven Bridge 124 120 =

Fhoto
L)
Kileo GG 117 115 -2
= =
Mid Play Walue (B8 to 105)
Play Park  Play Value Play Walue Phata 1
L { 1FE ]
Crarifieid 11E 105 -1
Amenily Sle
Castle Parlk 105 106 -5
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Low Play Value (scoring below B7).
Piay Park  Play Value Play Velue 4/
017) __ (2033]

Islands Park ! LUy a5 ! =dd

e ;

The play value categories for each play park within the DEA
have been mapped below.
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Needs Analysis

Following an analysls of demagraphics, household density, existing play park
locations, play value scores and radial coverage areas, nine locations were
identified for further analysis:

L Attical

» Dunaval/Ballyardle

. Killowen

. Mewcastle Road, Kilkeel
. Islands Park

. Scrogg Road

. Rooney Road

. Ben Crom

. Fious Hill

The play value categories for each play park within the DEA have been

mapped below.

Location Review Recommendation

Abbcal = oa hambel locatnd  Alttical does not

at the comkre of the DEA.  meet the mbena
esrablished within

The locstion falls to meet  the Brategy for

the howseheld crilerls watn  neyw floed play

™. Hescdapemenit.

In verms of demcgraphics, It is recommended

whilist tha vicar dzta rone  That coundl

il thin whikch the hiamiet conkinge Lo mansar

&9 ahvs 140 childran
aged 0 o 12, they arma
spread aver a substential
rurs arga and not
specificalty wothin the
settament.

residersial erowen
and development
within the anea
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Dunavalj

Balyardle

Location
Eillowen

Location Reviaw

 Dunaval/Ballya-die is

hocated to the Southwest
of Kilkesl,

& split settlemert
comprising 2 resideniizl
grers the Incation falls o
met Lhe hiisetold
criteria with rackal anaysis
shawing 76 nousahalds
within tha catchmant.

Demograshically, whilst
the wider data zone shows
113 children aged 0 o 12,
they are spread over 2
sutstantis rordl aren and
not speciic 1o the

sef Hement.

Killowen is a village located
to the Southwest of the
DEA,

The wider data zone within
which the village sits
shows 108 resident
chikdren aged 0 to 12
yaars. [t is however noted
that these ane spread over
A substantial rural area

marginally balow the
minimum criteria of 100
honsehilds,
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' Does not meet the

criteria established
withir the stratecy
for new Fced play
development.

Tt I revnmimencad
ihat ol
contirue to monibo:
resigantial growth
&nd development

within the area.

Killiowen ourrently
fails margenally
beliow the
househodd oriteta
for new play
deelopment.

It is recommended
that coungl
CongmLE b0 manfor
resdential growth
and development
within thie anea,
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Lomtion

Hnu:rﬁ::fl:cud.

il s

Location Review
Approaimately 1 mile from:
Kilkesssd, e focation
icherdified is primaly
private residential in
mahure

Tha data Tone within
which the ares §15 shows
216 resiopnt chidron agod
0 1o 12 weprs  Gevin e
sralier data zane woale
and size within the anea,
thils s broadly
remesomtiee of neoed

Thare ane currenthy 318
retidential Fousehalds
leecoted welthin the
cabchmind radial,

_ Location Review
Mg vahus Tar [he exiding
play park e cloclined
fram 107 In 2007 to B85 - a
st amlial drop which
placrs the site in the
Iosrest play vaelue calegory,

Demograpaics analysis
ineficates & conbinuesd e
far pley provision. Thers
i5 s radial duplication
with hicher value stes at
Downs Road [V = 162)
andl Casstle Fark (Fyv'=100].

Thene arg curantly SEE
reslopntiel haiEshakos
ipcated within Ehe
cafchenint racial,

e okls and
demiag raghics, the
arga mests the
critera for Tl
nlay drerknpmion

Thi pervabe
residentsa’ natume
af develepment
within the zres
Teans that
avaliebiioe of land
for iy

e opent s
o, M
wrammended that
Tor any future

s el il

devs opments
‘wWithin the area,
PPS 7 and FPS B be
el o it of
e praning
SrOoEEE ko EnEURE
that play rised i
M.

Recommendation
Flastisd o i08 loew
jlay vl
continung
dernograstee rwod
and high muamber of
housahpdds, ooundl
should proceed 1o
upgrade of the pay
s,
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_Location Review Recommendation
Locatad in Kilked, the play  Based on its low
value of the existing play  play value,
park has dedined from 98 continued

in 2017 to B4, pladng .  demographic nead
within the lowest category, and high number of

households, councl
Demograghic analyss should proceed to
shaws In exoess of 150 upgrade of the play
children aged 0 to 12 park
years within the radial
COVETagE Brea.

There is miror boundary
dupécation with Hillsde
Drive Play Park, albet

within minimal indl enoe.

Thene are 504 howssholds
within the radial catchment
e,

Located in Kilkeel, the play  Based on its low

value of the edsting play  play value,

park has dedined from 87  continuad

in 2017 to 85, placng it  demographic need

withinthe lowest category,  and high number of
housshalds, cound!

Demographic analysis should procesd to

shiows in excess of 150 upgrade of the play

children aged O to 12 park,

yiears within the radial

DOVETA)E dred.

There |s minar boundary
duplication with Mourne
Esplanade Play Park,
however it's influance in
minirnal,

These are currently 381
housshalds within the
radial catchment area.
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Locaton
Ben Crom,

Location
Piows Hill
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Location Review
The play valve of the
existing play park has
degdined froem 97 in 2017
to 85, placing & within the
foowest caategrny.

Dernagraphic analysis
shows in i of 150
children aged 0 to 12
years within the radial
CEVErBgE Bhea, howewes |t
i5 noted that thene is
substantial radiad
duglicatian with fegh value
play park looated at
Hillsithe Drive (Fy'= 1337,

There are currently 560
housshokds withan The
radial atchement area.

Lowation Review
The play volue of the
axistng play park s
dclineed froem B2 in 2017
to B1, placing it within the
ot Categary.

Demographic anabysis
shows 95 children aged O
to 12 yoars within the
racdal covorage area, T s
aveever notid that thess
are spread over a
substantial rural area ard
ot specfically within Plous
HER,

There are currently S1
households within the
radial catchimend area

The play park was
recommended for
trarsfiarmation (nto &
broadier community
recrestion space | the
S017 play strategy

radiad duplicathon
with high value play
At Hillside Drive and
the low play value
off the site L s
mecmmmended thal
ithe play ek
abauld b
consiferad for
transformation iro
a broadar
COMmEmUnEy
FECrEatian Space.

Recommendation
It b5 recommanciod
Ehst, in EBhe with
Ehee 2017
recommand ation,
courd] procesd b
traredormation of
the ste into a
broader comrmundy
recreation Space
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5.4 Newry DEA - Demographic, Household and Fixed Play Analysis

Mewry District Electoral Area [DEA) comprises & wards — Abbey, Ballybot,
Damolly, Drumalane, Fathom and 5t. Patricks.

Recognlsed settlements within the DEA include:;

. Killeern
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. Meigh
. MNewtowncloghoge
L Mewry City

A settlament location map can be viewed balow.

In assessing the level of coverage afforded by existing fixed play areas, and in order to
identify potential areas of need for new fived play provision three key pieces of data have
been analysed:

. Population data from the 2021 census data highlighting the number of 0- to
12-year-olds resident within NISRA defined data zone areas; and

L Househald location data

L The current location of fized play areas across tha DEA.
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By combining data scurces an assessment can be undertaken of the level of potential
demand for fixed play within a location based on papulation and household spread.

Data fones

Data zones have been introduced by NISRA to support the analysis of demographic
population statistics emerging from the 2021 census. Data zones represent the maost
localised level of data available, with 3,780 Data Zones nesting within 850 Super Data
Zones which in turn nest within DEA areas and overarching local government districts.

A map showing the Data Zone classification areas for the DEA can be viewed balow

Demographic Overview

The map below shows population statistics (mapped by data zone) for children
aged 0 to 12 years (the primary focus group for fixed play parks), resident on the
day of the 2021 census of the population. The magp also shows the househaold
distribution pattern for the DEA.
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Lesgesrd

LT

Outside of Mewry City, the DEA is largely rural in nature with household distribution of a
dizspersed nature. Under the agreed criteria, to be eligible for consideration for new fixed
play development or upgrade the number of residents children and young people ((rto 12)
within an urban defined.

area should be 150 aor more. In the case of rural areas, in recognition of lower population
density levels and household spread this has been reduced to 100 children or young
pecple,

Current Play Provision

Play Parks are designated according to the Fields in Trust *Accessibility
Benchmark Standards for Dutdoor Play’ [often known as the ABS). The
ABS classifies play parks according to the level of play provision offered
by the site and establishes a radial catchment area ta identify the
resident population whose needs are served by a play park based on its
desiznation:
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DHstancs

Local Arnns for Play (LAPS) are specificallty designated and 100
Izl ool for wery young childnen (<35 years) with the

express purpose of providing somevhere 1o play coss o

whers thoy lheo

Local Equipoed Areas for Play (LEAPs) are areas of open #00
space designabed and lald out weth features and equipmant

for children who ang beginning to go ot and play

indopendently (5 to 12 yoars) close to where they e,
Nelighbeouwrhood Equippad Areas for Play (MEAP) ore amas 1000
of open space specifically dessgnated, lald out and

equippad mainly for cbder children (induding 12+ but with

play opporiunities for younger children as well,

In addition, in erder to be eligible for fixed play consideration, an area
must have a minimum of 100 households within a defined radial
catchment in ling with the Fields in Trust Accessibility Standards (ABS),
There are at present 15 fiwed play parks located across the DEA, all
designated Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPS).

Play Value Assessment

This section of the report provides an overview of the play value scores
associated with each play park in the DEA. For the purposes of the report, play
value assessments and scoring was undertaken by Play Services Ireland and
provided to Playboard NI for incorporation into the overall review. Of the 15
fixed play areas located within the DEA

. Mine are rated as delivering a high level of play value {defined as
scaring between 106 and 175]

" One play park delivers a mid-level of play value (88 to 1053)
. Five play parks fell within the lowesl play value category [scoring
below 87).
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High Play Valwe (106 to 175)

Play Park  Play Value  Play Value  +/-
¥ il FE i
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Windind| Road ] a7 +36
Lisdrumgullion 110 108 2
Martins Lane 103 103 .

Medium Play Value (scoring between BS to 105)
Flay Fark | Play Value | Py Valee  +/-

il tl.._'.r.i
Hesather Park 36 o5 -1
Lew Play Value (scoring balow B7).
Play Park  Play Value Play Value +/[-
0 [20213]
Maurmieview B 86
Emmett Strest ) 85 -4
Derrybiog 103 as -18
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Springhill Crve 85 88

Far iy 99 B4 15
Lane/Peter

HcPariand
N .

The play value categories for each play park within the
'DEA have E:_Eﬂmapped heﬂgﬂ.‘_
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Needs Analysis

Following an analysis of demographics, household density, existing play park
locations, play value scores and radial coverage areas, seven locations were
identified for further analysis:

s Killeen
o PMewry City Southwest
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Location
Hilomn

Location
[sinary Ty
Southwest

Mewry City Northeast

Petar McParland Park
Derrvbeg

Emmet Street and Mourne Park
Springhill Drive
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Loation Review
Eiflemn i a hamlet |ocated
to the South of the DEA.

The |lecaticn fails to mes
tha housshold criteria with
33 households currently
falling within the
seftiement boursdary,
expanding Lo 51 within the
cElekment radhal

In terms of demographics,
wibilist bhe widder datn rone
within wihich the hamie
sit% shows 109 childrén
Bged O to 12, they Bre
soread over & substantial
rursl ares and not

specificaily within the
satthamant,

Location Review
Thee jSentifed ares in
lecated to the Solthwest
of Newry Oty (denobed A
ain the mag).

The ares galifies for Mol
play cevslopment on both
ther dernograghic and
howsghold oiteria. 1L is
o noded that o lack
of Land availability is Rl
o inmpede any fufure
dirvalopment.

The pianned development
of & destination play park
at the Albert Basin sita will
partinly mest nesd within
the ared.

Recommendation
Kilioen does not
currently meet the
critera establishms
within the strategy
fior new faed play
deveinpment,

It is recommenced
that coundl
conbinie b modulor
residential growth
#nd devslopmaent
witkin the ansn,

Recommendation
Dresvmlcprnent of the
Afbert Basin
destination ploy
park will help to
Bddredg dedivery al
e pilary within
the sdentified area.
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Mewry Oty
Hortheast
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Location Review
The identified snea is
leented bo the Mortreast al
Mewry City [denoted A an
tha map]

Tha area cualfies for foed
play devekopment on both

the demographic amd
Fousahold oriteria. It is

howeser noted that the
irea is pregominantly
private residentia In
mature with o lack of land
wailabity likely to impede
Bry fulure develapment,

Location Review
Tha play waldun of the
existing play park has
dedined fram 99 n 2017
to 84, pladng it within the
hrwest categony

Demographic analyss

Shows In et of 150
children aged 0 to 13
yiars within the radial
COWErEgE s,

There am currently 4348
howsshalds within the
radlal catchment area,

Locatbon Rswviaw
Tha play valua of the
exiling play park has
deddined fram 103 in 2047
o 85, placing |t within the
lowesl category.

Demographic anahysts

shows in =oess of 150
children aged 0 to 12

years within the radial
CIFVEFBgE BFEA.

Thera ang currenthy T8
honmeholds within tha
radial catchmant arsa,

Recommendation
Girvesrs tha ok of
e, ol sRolld
erLre that furure
planning requests
for rpcident i
develpment
inconporate play
and recreation
space in order (o
assist In meeting
identified nood.

Basad on RS low
play wahoe,

demographic noed
ant high number of

househakds, ooumdl
should prooeed to
upgrade of the play
park,

Recommendation
Basod oin its ks
sy varlie,
conbiruesd
demagraphic need
and high number of
heamerndds, oowrl
should proceed to
upgrade of Ehe play
parh.
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Location Review
T're play vaun of tha
wwiating play park at
Ermmett St has
decined from B9 in 2017
1o 85, whilst Mourreveey
has remainad STADE At B,
placing bath within the
lavest Catmgory

Demagraphic anahysis
shows in meoess of 150
children aged 0 to 12
years within the radial
COWENage arda,

Thene ars arrerdly 675
honmebsolds within the
raflal catchment ares

Therg i significant radial
dupiication betwean both
Darks = [he JQ1F play
siratiegy recommended
consplidation of the two
anto ors high play' value
site

Lasatian Reviaws
The play value of the
existing play park at
SpAnghill Drive Fss
revnained siakic af A% sincs
2017, piadng K withen the
[orwiBst Category.

There | significant radial
duplication with the high
plary walue site st Shandon
Park (Fy=141]

Thee 2017 pley strafegy
FEENTETEN 0
consalidation of Ehe two
play parks orto ane high
play value site (with
Shanmdan upgraded in the
first phase of the play
strategy)

It shauld be rotesd that the

site at Springhill Drive s

under [he cenership ol the

NI Mouwsing Expoutive

Back to Agenda
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and Down
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Racamamendatbon
Basnd on low play
value snd radial
duplication, oundl
should urdertake
coifEmiby
consultatian
towards
consplidation oo
one site with
tramsformaticn of
the other for wider
comemmity
recrEalinn
PrpodEs.

Recommendation
Grven kewel of radial
cuplicethon, remoye
ard dlede Spranghill
Dorrve waith return of
ke gte b NIHE
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5.4 Rowallane DEA — Demographic, Household and
Fixed Play Analysis

Rowallane District Electoral Area [DEA) comprises 5 wards — Ballynahinch,
Crossgar and Killyleagh, Derryboy, Kilmore and Saintfield.

TR LY e
BRI A

Recognised settlements within the DEA include:
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Ballynahinch
Crossgar
Darragh Cross
Killyleagh
Saintfield
Shirigley

A settlement location map can be viewed below,

[ LRy LR “

In assessing the level of coverage afforded by existing fixed play areas, and in order to
identify potential areas of need for new fixed play provision three key pieces of data have
been analysed:
¢ Population data from the 2021 census data highlighting the number of 0- to
12-year-olds resident within NISRA defined data zone areas; and
# Household location data

# The current location of fixed play areas across the DEA,

By combining data sources an assessment can be undertaken of the level of potential
demand for fixed play within a location based on population and househald spread.
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Data fones

Data zones have been introduced by NISRA to support the analysis of demographic
population statistics emerging from the 2021 census. Data zones represent the most
localised level of data available, with 3,780 Data Zones nesting within 850 Super Data
Zanes which in turn nest within DEA areas and overarching local government
districts.

A map showing the Data Zone classification areas for the DEA can be viewed below.

Demographic Overview

The map overleaf shows population statistics {mapped by data zone)

for children aged 0 to 12 vears (the primary focus group for fized play

parks), resident on Chie day of the 2021 census of the population. The
map also shows the household distribution pattern for the DEA.
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As a largely rural area, househald distribution within the DEA tends to be centred
around key settlements or along main roadways; outside of settlement areas,
household distribution tends to be of a dispersed nature. Under the agreed
criteria, to be eligible for consideration for new fixed play development or upgrade
the number of resident children and young people [0 to 12) within an urban
defined area should be 150 or more. In the case of rural areas, in recognition of
lower population density levels and househald spread this has been reduced to
100 children or young people.

Current Play Provision

Play Parks are designated according to the Fields in Trust
‘Accessibility Benchmark Standards for Quidoor Play’
(often known as the ABS). The ABS classifies play parks
according to the level of play provision offered by the
site and establishes a radial catchment area to identify
the resident population whose needs are served by a
play park basad on its designation:
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Designation of Play Park

Locnl Areas for Play [LAPS) are specifically designeted and L0
Laid out fior wary young children (<5 years) with the

express purpase of prowiding somewhers to play dose to

wihane they live.

Local Equappsed Areas for Play (LEAPS) are aress of opan 440
wpace designated and lbid out with features and edulpment

for children wha are beginning to go out and play

indeperdenthy (5 to 12 vears] dose to whera Ehiy T
Nisghborhood Equipped Areas for Py (NEAR) ane areas 1004
of open space: specificatly designated, laid out and

epipped manly for older chidren (incoding 12+) but with

play opportunities for younger children s well,

I addition, in order to be eligible for fixed play
consideratian, an area must have a minimum of 100
hauseholds within a defined radial catehment in line
with the Fialds in Trust Accessibility Standards (ABS).
There are at present 12 fived play parks located across
the DEA, all designated Local Equipped Areas for Play
(LEAPS).

Play Value Assessment

This section of the report provides an overview of the play value scores associated
with each play park in the DEA, For tha purposes of the report, play value
assessments and scoring was undertaken by Play Services Ireland and provided to
Flayboard M| for incorporation into the overall review. Of the 12 fixed play areas
located within the DEA:
« Eight are rated as delivering a high level of play value [defined as
scaring between 106 and 175)

» Three play parks deliver a mid-level of play value (88 to 105)

« One play park fell within the lowest play value category (scoring below
37).
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High Play Value (106 to 175)
Play Park  Play Value  Play Value  +/-
" i'i F | Ol |

o Mocha GAL, : 150 =
Daraghs

Cross

Hillfoot Junior a8 14 +58
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Play Park  Play Valor | Play Valsa  +/-
i 2023
Aniika Rice, 122 120 =2

Buynakifict

Low Play Walue (scoring below B7.5)

Play Fark  Play Value Play Valoe  +/- PFhoto 2 Phots 3
(2047 Foira
Hillfont a0 m -1

- 2 i
S

The play value categories for each play park within the
DEA have been mapped below.
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Needs Analysis

Following an analysis of demographics, household density, existing play park
locations, play value scores and radial coverage areas, three locations were
identified for further analysis:

® Hillfoot Toddier

® Shrigley
® Langley Road

Map
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Locytion Review

During delivery of
the Play Strategy
(2017-2027), the
adioining HiFook
lumior play park
[wihich sits on the
oy ke was
upgraded to high
play wale
[(Pi=140) as pant

Recommendation

Giver FillFool
Toddlers low lowe
of play value
{FA=TS) and
compiation of the
upgrade to Habloot
Junior, the process
of removing the
remnaining

el peend. at
Hillhact Taddker
should progiess in
line wikh the
originial strabegy
proposal.




Back to Agenda

MNewry, Mourns
and Down

Diairiz Cears il

Letion
Shrigley

Location Review
Shrigiey Play Pack scored
105 on Moy Vados
Bsssssment indicating i
offers a fair level of play
value ard does not
currently nequing Lpgrade.

Local conoems hanee
hovesyer been raised at

+ Inadequate deaning
and dearing of waste

orea
= General upkesp
[painting et}

Location Review
Thie curment Lang ey Road
Play Park has o play walue
of 5% (falling from 107 in
2017), placing it in the
il -play value category.

Thie site wies reviesed 1o
determine if the capaty
of existing play pak is
afficent (o meet ol
(o

Thite curmorit S00m radial
containe 512 Households
with mix of high and low
demographic need,
inghcating a continued
nasad for play prowision,

M housing development
oo West of Play Park has

ndded 231 houses,
Encrepdng demand for
Pl

Recommendation
Councl should
unteriaks § site
review Lo idenlity
outstanding

and resolve.

Recommendation
Al present the play
vl of the
existing plry pavl s
aboye The threshold
for upgrade.

It ks axckniwdes ped
that sigrificant
demand far play in
the area hat been
reated thoough
private residentiol
devplopment,

Councdl should
ensure that futurs
planning reuets
fior residential
develnpment in Ehe
area stijnlate nesd
for fised play
provishan to meet
develioping mneed.
Council should
COntAnGE Do Teview
play value of the
existing play perk

o moretar further
reduichion aver

time,
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5.4 Slieve Croob DEA — Demaographic, Household and Fixed Play
Analysis

Slieve Croob District Electoral Area (DEA) comprises 5 wards — Ballydugan,
Ballyward, Castlewellan, Dundrum and Drumaneass.

U

¢ Annacloy

*  Annesbhorough
¢ Ballykinler

o Castlewellan

¢ Clough

¢ Clonvaraghan
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o  Drumaroad
&  Drumanass

&  Dundrum

e Leitrim
* Loughinisiand
» Seaforde

The Spa

A settlement location map can be viewed below.

b | L .
L
o i 1-1- T R ——
= e -

In assessing the level of coverage afforded by existing fixed play areas, and in arder to
identify potential areas of need for new fixed play provision three key pleces of data
have been analysed:

# Population data from the 2021 census data highlighting the number ofD- to
12-year-olds resident within NISRA defined data zone areas; and

# Household location data
# The current location of fixed play areas across the DEA.

By combining data sources an assessment can be undertaken of the level of potential
demand for fixed play within a location based on population and household spread.

Dato fones

Data zones have been introduced by NISRA to support the analysis of demographic
population statistics emerging from the 2021 census. Data zones reprasent the most

Page 171




Back to Agenda

MEWT W, Noarye
and Down

localised level of data available, with 3,780 Data Zones nesting within 850 Super Data
Zones which in turn nest within DEA areas and overarching local government districts.

A map showing the Data Zone classification areas for the DEA can be viewed below.

wielas O
b | 2
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Demographic Overview

The map overleaf shaws population statistics (mapped by data zone) for children
aged 0 to 12 years {the primary focus group for fixed play parks), resident on the day

of the 2021 census of the population. The map also shows the houwsehald
distribution pattern far the DEA.
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As a largely rural area, household distribution within the DEA tends to be centred
arcund key settlements or along malin roadways; outside of settlement areas,
household distribution tends to be of a dispersed nature, Under the agreed
criteria, to bea eligible Tor consideration for new fixed play davelopment or
upgrade the number of resident children and young people [0 to 12} within an
urban defined area should be 150 or more. In the case of rural areas, in
recognition of lower population density levels and haousehold spread this has
been reduced to 100 children or young people.

Current Play Provision

Play Parks are designated according to the Fields in Trust
‘Accessibility Benchmark Standards for Qutdoor Play’ (often known
as the ABS). The ABS classifies play parks according to the level af
play provision offered by the site and establishes a radial catchment
area to identify the resident population whose needs are served by a
play park based on its designation:
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Designation of Play Park

Local Areas for Play (LAPs) are specifically designated and 100
laid out for very young children (<5 years) with the

express purpose of providing somewhere to play close to

where they live.

Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPs) are areas of open 400
space designated and laid out with features and aquipment

for children who are beginning to go out and play

independently (5 to 12 years) dose to where they live.
Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play (NEAP) are areas 1000

of open space specifically designated, laid out and
equipped mainly for older children (induding 12+) but with
play opportunities for younger children as well.

Inaddition, in order to be eligible for fixed play consideration, an
area must have a mirimurm of 100 housaholds within a defined
racial catchrment in line with the Fields in Trust Accessibility
Standards [ABS).

There are at present 15 fixed play parks located across the DEA, all
designated Local Equipped Areas for Play [LEAPS).

Play Value Assessment

This section of the report provides an overview of the play value scores
associated with each play park in the DEA, For the purposes of the report,
play value assessments and scoring was undertaken by Play Services Ireland
and provided to Playboard NI for incorporation into the overall review. Of the
15 fixed play areas located within the DEA:

. Twelve are rated as delivering a high level of play value {defined as scoring
between 106 and 175)

. Twa play parks deliver a mid-level of play value {82 to 105)

. One play park fell within the lowest play value category (scoring belowE7).
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High Play Value (106 to 175)
Play Perk  Play Value  Piay Value | +/-
i 10 23]
Mgurme P £ +70
Gangers,
Castlewellan
Combor Road, 83 144 +1
Dvurmianess
Bunioers Hill B 13r ]
Pigy Park
Hiliside Park, - i
SE
Lestrirm 128 124 =i
Play Park  Play Volua  Play Velue 4/ Photo 1 Photo 3
. 2023) |
Dan Rice Park, 123 119 =
Dirimaness r:_ . -
Annshanugh 119 118

1
i — ; :.1-. ¥
St Danard 116 e | -
o ﬁ
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Medium Play Valus (scoring botween 88 to 105])

4 i "+ _I-J
Balhyiinler 11 105 -

Magher s 103 o8 5

Low Play Valus (scoring below 87.5)

The play value categories for each play park within the
DEA have been mapped below.
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Needs Analysis

Following an analysis of demographics, household density, existing play park
locations, play value scores and radial coverage araas, five locations were
identified for further analysis:

®  Seaforde

L Loughinistand
L Clonvaraghan
L] Drumaroad

L] Leitrim
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Seaforde

Location
Loughinisians
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Seglomde 5 8 hariet
lpcated at the centre of
thin DEA.

The setthament contans
192 housshoids, pladng it
Ay This e
oriteria.  Demographic
Bratysis shows 104
children aged 0 bo 12
withan the nebknvant data
rong hovwever it 15 nobed
Lhal Che dsts momns Etends
bevond the settiement and
is mak fuly reflactive of
meed within Sealorde.

It s noted (hat councl
arrantly do ot own land
within tha sattiement and
thal ousehokd demard
his been due bo private
resdential devskopment.

Location Rewiew
Loughinisland s & heemiet
located to the East of the
DER

Thio hamiet conteens 75
households, pladng &
Bl o Lhez e alighesd
criteria for new foed play
deveicpment.

analyss

Damographic
shows 119 children aged O

to 1.2 within tha refevant
data mone however it is
noted that the data rone
extends beyond the
settioment and is mat fuly
reflecive of need within
Loughinislard.

_ Recommendation

Wikt the area
meets thea
househoid criberia,
demographics
mgoest the corvent
POpURTON Samand
15 bl The
established

i e critesia,

Géven the lack af
It avalalile and
past resihent |l
S pment that
Pl e
demand, fulure
prfvate ressdeniial
Clérpmi s,
shodid b retuired
to provids play
provisson as paet of
the planfng
PTOCESS.

Loughinesland deses
not currenthy mest
the criteria for now

fixed phay
dovelopment,.
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Clofvsaraghan

Drmaroad

Location Review
Clomwaraghan is & hamist

Recommendation
Clonwargahan does

located to the South of the ot ouently meet

DEA,

Thia hamet contains 59
housahalds, phacing it
below the established
crileria for o Mooed gy
deveiopmant,

Demagaphic anatysis
shaws 110 childnen aged 0
ta 12 within the retevant
data zone howewer it &
noted that the data mone
axenis Beyond bhe
settlement and is mot fully
reflectivg of Rl wethin

Clorvaraghan,

Location Review
Ther encesking play park al
Drumaniad soored & play
walue rating af 85, feling
from 88 In 2017,

The hamiet cortains 70
nousehalds, padng it
below the established
critaria for play park

upgrade.

Demagraphic analysis
shows 111 children aged 0
Ea 12 wikhan the redossant
data zone howner £ s
nobed that the data z0ne
adtends beyund the
settement and ts not fuly
reflective of nesd within
Drumanoad.

the ariteria for new

Fiwed play
development

Recommendation

The play park of
Dyumarcad s of
low play vaiue,
howeer does not
aurrently mest the
estahliched criterla
far upgeade

In considering
wither area play
nisad, It ks notad
that coundl acoess
to lond & restrictive
with ro swalabiliby
in the hamlets of
Clonvaraghan,

and

Loughinisiand
Seafprde, all of
wihich are in
reatively close
Lraved distancs (o
Drusnaroad by carf,

Coundl owm the
play park at
Drirnarosd and
should therefore
omsiter Epgracing
Drumarosd Py
Fark (=Dt outside
L el ablald
criteria) 25 a means
of mesting widsr
arem play nesd
wikhin an ares of
low land
anvaltability.
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Loation Review Recommendation
Leitrim play park was Caunl shauld
Inherited from Anmagh, Hise wikh Rivers
Banbridge and Craigavon  Agency re; flooding
Ciigtrict Coursl i 2015, e related o

aljacent river
The play park soored 124
in the most recent play Coundl shauld
value ssossement, 8 slight  review ourfacng
reduction from 128 in antl drasnage
2007, options: ansite 1o
dlleviate impacts of
Whilst play volue romaing  figoding.,
hegh, the st is phane (o
Mooding.

Location
Lestrirm

5.4 Slieve Gullion DEA - Demographic, Household and Fixed Play
Analysis

Slieve Gullion District Electoral Area (DEA) comprises 7 wards — Besshroak,
Camlough, Crossmaglen, Forkhill, Mullaghbane, Newtownhamilton and
Whitecross,
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Recognised settlements within tHE DEA include:

s Belieek

» Basshrook

» Camlough

¢ Cullyhanna

# Creggan

s Crossmaglen
o Cullaville

¢  Cullyhanna

& Drumintine

s Forkhill

v Glassdrumman

» Lislea

#  Mullaghglass

s Mewtownhamilton Whitecross

A settlement location map can be viewed below.
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In assessing the level of coverage afforded by existing fixed play areas, and in order to
identify potential areas of need for new fized play provision three key pieces of data
have been analysed:

. Population data from the 2021 census data highlighting the number of(-
to 12-year-olds resident within NISRA defined data zone areas; and

* Household location data
# The current location of fixed play areas across the DEA.

By combining data sources an assessment can be undertaken of the level of potential
demand for fixed play within a location based an population and houwsehold spread.

Oata fones

Data zones have been introduced by NISEA to support the analysis of
demographic population statistics emerging from the 2021 census. Data zones
represent the mast localised level of data available, with 3,780 Data Zones
nesting within 850 Super Data Zones which in turn nest within DEA areas and
overarching local government districts.
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Demographic Overview

lhe map overleaf shows papulation statistics imapped by data zone) for childran
aged 0 to 12 years (the primary focus group for fixed play parks), resident an the day
of the 2021 census of the population. The map also shows the household

distribution pattern for the DEA.
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&z a largely rural area, househaold distribution within the DEA tends to be
centred around key settlements or along main roadways: outside of settlement
araas, household distribution tends to be of a dispersed nature. Under the
agreed criteria, to be eligible for consideration for new fixed play development
or upgrade the number of residents children and young people (0t 12) within
an urban defined area should be 150 or more. In the case of rural areas, in
recognition of lower population density levels and household spread this has
been reduced ta 100 children or young people,

Current Play Provision

Play Parks are designated according to the Fields in Trust

“Accessibility Benchmark Standards for Cutdoor Play' [often known as
the ABS]. The ABS classifies play parks according to the level of play
provision offered by the site and establishes a radial catchment area to
identify the resident population whose needs are served by a play park
based on its designation:
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Designation of Play Park

Local Areas for Play (LAPs) are specifically designated and 100
laid out for very young children (<5 years) with the

express purpose of providing somewhere to play close to

where they live.

Local Equipped Areas for Play (LEAPs) are areas of open 400
space designated and laid out with features and aquipment

for children who are beginning to go out and play

independently (5 to 12 years) dose to where they live.
Neighbourhood Equipped Areas for Play (NEAP) are areas 1000

of open space specifically designated, laid out and
equipped mainly for older children (induding 12+) but with
play opportunities for younger children as well.

In addition, in order to be eligible for fixed play consideration, an
area must have a mirimurm of 100 housaholds within a defined
racial catchrment in line with the Fields in Trust Accessibility
Standards [ABS).

There are at present 21 fixed play parks located across the DEA, all
designated Local Equipped Areas for Play [LEAPS).

Play Value Assessment

This section of the report provides an overview of the play value scores
associated with each play park in the DEA. For the purposes of the report,
play value assessments and scoring was undertaken by Play Services Ireland
and provided to Playboard NI for incorporation into the overall review. Of the
21 fixed play areas located within the DEA:

" Eleven are rated as delivering a high level of play value
[defined as scoring between 106 and 175)

. Two play parks deliver a mid-level of play value (85 to 105)

. Eight play parks fell within the lowest play value category
[scoring below 87).
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High Play Valus (106 to 175)
Play Park  Play Value  Play Value = +/-
0 pa)
Forkhill - 155
g P
Jonesbonough B5 153 +1i#
Dromintes B4 145 #hl

Oliver Plunkett 86 147 +6l
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Mediiim Play Value (sooring betwesn B8 to 105)
Ploy Parki  Play Value  Play Value  +/-

J t arE I
Creggan 101 101

Alt nasmacikin 115 b =25
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Lonw Play Value {scoring below B7.5)

Play Park  Play Valua = Play Valus
(3047 2033
Bl 105 85 -20

Reathestens 113 1 L

‘Play Park  Play Valuo Play Value  +/-

LT pire]
College Souare &9 B4 -4
A rdeross 119 B4
Comuy Park GE B i
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Needs Analysis

Following an analysis of demographics, household density, existing play park
locations, play value scores and radial coverage areas, seven locations were
identified for further analysis:
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Locathon
[

Glassdrumman

Lislea

Crossmaglen (3 Play Parks: Lismaore, Rathview, Ardross]

Belleek

Mullaghbawn (Conway Pk)

Whitecross (based on local identified need)

Lissumman,

 Location Review
Carssdrisreman s a hamict
|ocated to the South of the
DEA.

Thi EalTiement el aing §2
hewsshotds, placag it
b e Pl i
Ehreshald criberis
established within tha
siralogy.

Dernographic anafysis
ehovs batwiesn 100 to 150
children aged 0 to 12
within immadiate data
Borss, Penyver f i nobeg
that the data pones edend
Eeyand the seltlemenl and
the fgures ane rol
thercfore refloctive of
Bfudl demand

Lecation Review
Lislea is a wilage hocated
cpibratly wikhin the DEA,
There ks curently 2
amramity e
playground within the
AT,

The setilernent costaing 71
households, piaong it
below Ehe minimum
threshold oriteria
etablished within the

stratey.

Demographic anadysis
shiows abowe 150 childnen
aged 0 Lo 12 within Ehe
widor dala Tons, hosover
it is moted that the data
one extends beyond the
seftlement and the figurss
ane not thersfome reflec e
of achual demard

Recomrmendation
Glassirumman

does ok ety
mest the oitena
ostablished within
the strabegy far
riew Ficed pliry
deveppment,

It is recomrnended
that counal
continue o monstar
msigenitial growth
and dessiopment
within the area

Aacommendation
Lislea dos not

within the strategy
o e Moo play
development.

Thas gLrrent
comimaRity orwnied
fixeo play park
currenthy provides a
rveans of mesting
thie scating kewel of
piy nead wth the
willage,
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Location

Crossmaglen
{3 F'I_I.rprlu:

Ratinoew
Ard Ross
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Location Review
The play value of the
icentified play parks has
shown significant dedine
since 2017 placing all
withinthe lowest @tegory:

» Lismore- 391085
o Rathwview - 113 to 85

o Ard Ross - 110 to 84

Demcgraphic analysis
shows in excess of 150
children aged O to 12
vears within the radial

COVErage anea,

There are currently 709
households served by the
radial catchments
emanating from the thres
play parks.

Location Review
The play value of the
Befieek play perk has
snown significant dedline
since 105 in 2017 to 85,
placing it within the lowest
category:

Demographic analysis
shows in exoess of 150
childiren aged 0 to 12
years within the radial
COverage area.

There are cumantly 129
househalds served by the
radial catchment.

Recommendation
Basad on its bow
play value,
continued

and high number of
households, cound
should proceed to
upgrade of the
three piay parks in
order to meat

Recommendation
Based on its low
play value and
continued level of
need, coundl
should proosed to
upgrade of the play
park.
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_ Location

Mullaghbenn

Whitemoss

Location Review

The ﬂaﬁvalm: of the ﬁiw |

park focated at Conway
Park, Mulaghbawn has
shawn significant deine
since 58 in 2017 to 82,
placing it within the lowest
categary:

Demographic andysis
shiaws In of 100
children aged 0 to 12
years within the radial

COVBrage area,

There are currently 180
househalds served by the
radial catchment,

Location Review
The play value of the play
pars |ocnbed 8t YWhiteoross
is L0B, placing it within the
mid-range of play value.

Wiklst the PY scome
irclicates that emmadiate
erdmancement 5 not
required, the play park
toes nat currentty offer
any Irclusive play
pppartundies,

Memibers of the local
communty have identified
& nesd for indusiee play
pravisian In order b0 mest
thee rseds of lacal children
with disabiities (indoding
whesdchar (sers).

Page 192

Recommendation
Based on its Jow
play value and
continued level of
need, councl
should proceed to
upgrade of the play

park,

Recommendation
It i5 recommended
that, given
identified need for
inclusive play,
coundl should
inkroduce Indusive
fied plary
equipment to the
play pari to
enhance the space
and better mest
local need

Depencent on
Space provision,
this may rédquane a
ninviewy and
redesign of the play
park in proer to
facilitate incushve
play.
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Location Review Recommemndation
Thes rural area of The anea dioes not
Lissurnmon i ncsted to &t present mest Lhe
the Morth-East of the DEA  oriteria for new play
grd i§ charactesrised by 8 park development.

disperssd howsehold

pattem. Cound| shaudd
continus to monstor

In onder to review househald

patential household development, o

cemand, a200m radial part of future play
wias Introduced emanating  strategy review,
from a citral point

[ Lissurmimion GFLC)

A total of 15 moussshoids
Eafls within the radial, thea
area doos nok thorefonn
meat the oritena for new

pliy pork devslopment,

6.0 Recommendations
In 2017 Newry, Mourne and Down District Council established a play strategy that
aimad to enhance the quality of fixed play parks across the district, whilst improving
access to non-fised play activities.

6.1 Fixed Play Parks
In seeking to achieve this council targeted a significant level of capital investment,
circa £3.3 million, achieving a significant shift in the level of play value associated with
its fixed play park portfolio,

Review of play value {2023} against baseline scores taken in 2017 indicate that council
has achieved a 23% increase in the number of play parks securing a high play value
score, resulting in over half {55%) of council play parks delivering a guality play
experience, Alangside the increasa in high quality, council has reduced the number of
mid play value (from 27% to 15%)] and low play value sites (from 41% to 30%). The
rise within the high play value category is due primarily to the focus council has
placed on embedding quality design principles and ensuring that play park designs
remain in step with developing good practice and play industry standards. In
improving the overall standard of play value, council has increased access o
accessible and inclusive play opportunities by placing a focus on ensuring, where
feasibie that inclusive play equipment is incorporated within new and upgraded play
park designs.

This has included the installation of a range of inclusive eguipment pieces as standard

including:
- Inclusive Wheelchalr accessible roundabouts
. Inclusive Seesaws
* Inclusive supported swing seats
- Basket swings, and
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- Accessible play panels,

In view of local research undertaken by Flayboard NI and the Mae Murray
Foundation, Council should continue to focus an improving access to inclusive play
oppartunities, particularly at District Park level where a focus should be placed on
support services including Changing Places Toilets. Council should embed the
forthcoming Playboard NI and Mae Murray Foundation guidance and toolkit into the
design process to ensure that future District Parks achieve inclusive play status. Given
the level of improvement achieved, it is recommended that council focuses capital
investment for a further 5-year period in order to enhance those play parks with a
low play value score. A review of current levels of play alongside the assessment of
current play value levels has identified a number of key actions across each DEA
which, if taken will ansura that councll continues to build an the progress to data. As
autlined in the table below, one new play area is required alongside 16 upgrades, 2
consolidations and 3 transformations. Two sites have been identified for closure
{Hillfoot Junior and Springhill Drive which has been earmarked for return to the sites
landlord, the NI Housing Executive.

Action to be Taken Number of Sites
Capital Upgrade (under 15

Play Strategy)

Addition of Indusive Play 1
Equipment

Capital Upgrade (under 1
Tourism Strategy)

Consolidation 2
Transformation 3

Closiure 2

A breakdown of recommended actions by DEA has been provided in
the table below,
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DEA Location Play Recommendation
Valua
{2023)
Crotileve Granite View Play 65 Upgrade
Park
Clonallen 78 Upgrade (In conjunction with

planned Health and Wellbeing
Hub development)
Kilbroney Forest 120 | Capital Upgrade (outside of
Park Play Strategy — consideration
under Enterprise,
Regeneration and Tourism).

Downpatrick | 5t. Dympna's 79 Consolidation
Model Farm Fa
Bridge Street BD Transformation
Bishops Court B3 Lipgrade
SEdviEay 79 Upgrmde
Mournes Island Park BS Uipgrade
Serogq Road 84 | Upgrade
Rooney Road BS Upgrade
Ben Crom, Kilkes B5 Transformation
Pious Hill 81 Transformation
DEA Location Play Recommendation
Value
(2023)
MNewry Fen:r McParkand B4 Upgrade
Par
Derrybien BS Lpgradea
Emmett Street 85 Consolidation
Mourne Park 85
Springhill Drive B85 Closure with return of land to
landlord (NIHE)
Rowallane Hilifoot Junior i Closure and removal of
remaining equipment
Slieve Croob | Dyumaroad 85 Upgrade
Shieve Lismare BS Upgrade
Gullion Rathview BS Upgrade
Ard Ross B4 Upgrade
Belleck | B85 Upgrade
Comaay Park 82 Upgrade
{Mullaghbawn)
Whiltecross 106  Enhancement of site to

include indusive fixed play
equipment in line with local
nesd,

-

6.2¢
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One of the key strangths identified in the roll-out of the play strategy was councils’
commitment to ensuring that children, young people, families, and communities had
an opportunity to shape the design process for bath new play parks and upgrades.

The comprehensive three-stage consultation approach developed and applied by
council in all cases of capital play development, has ensured that play parks best reflect
the underlying needs of the community far which thay were developad.

The consultative approach has helped to create a sense of community invelvement and
engagement within the design pracess, with the facus on direct engagement with
children and young people being particularly welcome, as well as being in ling with
Article 12 of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child. In progressing with the
recommended capital works as outlined in saction 6.1, council should ensure that the
three-stape consultation process remains a core part of the design process, maintaining
community invalvement and giving children and young people an epportunity ta shape
play in their area.

6.2 Maintenance

Given the level of capital investment (£3.3 million) made to date under the play strategy
and the enhanced level of play value delivered through new play park development and
upgrades, it is critical that council provide a sufficient level of ongoing maintenance in
order to retain quality standards.

In order to maximise the impact of capital investment in play parks and to ensure they
are maintained to a high standard, it is recommended that council review the annual
maintenance budget allocation to ensure it is adeguate for maintaining play value levels
across the capital estate,

5.3 Residential Development

The play strategy [2017) noted a specific recommendation regarding continued
population growth and residential development within the council area.

The recommendation focused on ensuring that private developers incorporate suitable
play/appropriate recreational space allocations capable of supporting outdoar play
within residential plans, in line with the appropriate planning policy statements,

It is noted that between 2017 and 2023, no planning provisions were specifically placed
on private developers regarding the allocation of such appropriate play space. Given
anticipated population growth and the likely development of new housing to meet that
need, council should work to ensure that residential developments incorporate
consideration of play/recreational need in line with the appropriate planning policy. This
will help to alleviate the growth and development of future gaps in play provision which
ultimately council will be asked to fill through capital investment.

E.4 Community Owned Play Parks
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Savaral play parks have bean developed within the area by local community arganisations,
the ongoing maintenance and inspection of which falls cutside the scope of the strategy,
remaining with the community group.

Such play parks, whilst not sitting directly within the council’s Play Strategy deliver a

valuable function in supporting enhanced access to fixed play opportunities across the
dlred.

Section 8.2 of the play strategy (2017} highlighted that in such cases council should seek to
provide support for community-based play providers through the conducting of annual
maintenance inspections and future play value audits.

Council should therefare ensure that community owned play parks are included within the
future annual maintenance and play value audit schedula,

6.5 MNon-Fixed Play

In addition to an extensive capital works programmae, through the play strategy council
placed an additional focus on supporting the development of non-fived play through the
rall-out of an annual programmea of community play sessions,

Evaluation of impact has shown the value of these programmes at local community level,
pxpanding play experiences for children and yvoung peaple whilst also opening up existing
greanfcommunal spaces for community-based outdoor free play. Given the success of
the approach to date, it is recommended that council should continue the roll-out of
non-fixed community play sessions, supporting children, young people, and families to
engage in accessible play-based activities at local community level. Running alongside the
community-based play sessions, council has become a visible supporter of playday,
running avants, highlighting the impartance of play in the run-up to Play Day and guiding
and supporting local communities to recognise the importance of play. Council should
continue to promaote positive play messaging, using Play Day as an opportunity to
highlight the core benefits of play for individuals and communities.
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Report to: Active and Healthy Communities Committes

Date of Meeting: 16 September 2024

Subject: District Electoral Area (DEA) Forums Update Report
Reporting Officer Alison Robb, Assistant Director: Community Developmeant
(Including Job Title):

Contact Officer Martina Flynn, Head of Engagement (Acting)
(Including Job Title):

Confirm how this Report should be treated by placing an x in either; -

| For decision | X | For noting only | |

1.0 Purpose and Background

1.1 Purpose

= To note the report,

» To consider and agree to approve the actions in the Action Sheet attached from the
DEA Forum Private Meeting listed in 3.1 below.

Background

The information in Appendix 1 attached is provided to update the Committee on recent
DEA activity and on activity planned to be undertaken by the DEAs.

2.0 | Keyissues

2.1 Mone.
3.0 Recommendations
3.1 That the Committes; -

= [Note the report.
= Agree to approve the actions in the Action Sheet attached for:
* Downpatrick DEA Forum Private Meeting held on 13 August 2024,

4.0 Resource implications

4.1 Suppaort and assistance fram partners to deliver actions in the DEA Action Plans.

5.0 Due reqard to equality of opportunity and regard to good relations (complate
the relevant sections)

5.1 General proposal with no clearly defined impact upon, or connection to, specific
eguality and good relations outcomes

It is not anticipated the proposal will have an adverse impact upon equality of |
opportunity or good relations
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5.2

Proposal relates to the introduction of a strategy, policy initiative or practice
and / or sensitive or contentious decision

‘msa NDE

If yes, please complate the following:

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and [/ or decdision) has been eguality ]
sCreened

The policy (strategy, policy initiative or practice and [/ or decision) will be subject to D
eguality screening prior to Implementation

5.3

Proposal initiating consuftation

Consultation will seek the views of those directly affected by the propasal, address [
barriers for particular Saction 75 equality categories to parficipate and allow
adequate time for groups to consult amongst themselhves.

Consultation period will be 12 weeks L]

Consultation period will be less than 12 weeks (rationale to be provided) |:|

Rabonaie:

Due regard to Rural Needs (please tick all that apply)

Proposal relates to developing, adopting, implermenting or revising a policy /
strategy / plan [ designing and/or delivering a public service

YE&E‘ No LX)

If ves, please complete the following:

Rural Needs Impact Assessment completed E

7.0

Appendices

71

Appendix 1: Action Sheet of Downpatrick DEA Forum Private Meeting, 13 August 2024.

8.0

Background Documents

8.1

Mone,
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