


















 

Coherence and Effectiveness Tests 

 

CE1  The DPD sets out a coherent strategy from which its policies and allocations logically flow and 

where cross boundary issues are relevant it is not in conflict with the DPDs of neighbouring 

councils; 

CE2  The strategy, policies and allocations are realistic and appropriate having considered the 

relevant alternatives and are founded on a robust evidence base; 

CE3  There are clear mechanisms for implementation and monitoring; and 

CE4  It is reasonably flexible to enable it to deal with changing circumstances. 

 

District Profile 

The 2021 Census states the total population of Newry, Mourne and Down District Council increased by 

6.1% from 171,533 to 182,074 between 2011 and 2021. The total population has further increased and 

is estimated to be 189,000 in mid 2028. This trend is expected to continue through the plan period with 

a projected increase to 193,746 by 2035. This represents a 6.6% increase within the plan period. 

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council Vision 

“Newry, Mourne and Down is a place with strong, safe, and vibrant communities, where people enjoy 

a good quality of life and equality of opportunity for all. A sustainable, well connected and high-quality 

place where our environment and cultural heritage are valued and protected to make the district an 

attractive place to live, work, invest and visit.” 

 

We support this vision as it reflects the Council aspirations for the area where people will enjoy a good 

quality of life with an equality of opportunity for all. It sets out that the Council will plan for a 

sustainable, well connected, high-quality development, whilst protecting the environment and 

cultural heritage. 

 

Spatial and Cross Cutting Objectives  

 

The LDP aims to deliver its vision through the main strategic objectives which are categorised broadly 

into spatial/cross-cutting objectives; economic development objectives; social development 

objectives and environmental objectives. 

 

We are generally supportive of these objectives in principle specifically the social objectives aimed at 

‘Accommodating People, Creating Quality Places and Improving Health and Wellbeing. The criterion’s 

objective is to protect and sustain the role of local and small towns so they act as local centres for  

housing and community services. 

 

We disagree with the detail of some of the objectives specifically relating to housing allocation, 

although further discussion on the relevant strategic policies will be discussed in detail later within the 

representation. 
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We disagree with the above strategy. In order to deliver the required housing within Bessbrook, we 

would recommend that the Council revisit the settlement limits and identify additional lands to be 

zoned for housing. The Conservation Area designation in Bessbrook takes up a large proportion of the 

central area within the town, which limits the deliverability of additional housing units.  

 

Whilst Bessbrook was previously considered for reclassification as a small town within the Preferred 

Options Paper, after further assessment of the level of resources and service provision available and 

its proximity to, and reliance upon, Newry City, it was determined that it should remain within Tier 3 

(village). Nothwithstanding the status of Bessbrook as a village, its proximity and accessibility to Newry 

should be further considered in terms of a greater allocation of residential units.  

 

 
Extract from Banbridge, Newry and Mourne Area Plan showing the settlement limits of Bessbrook 

 

 

Monitoring Criteria and Review Process 

 

There is a statutory requirement for the Council to undertake an annual monitoring report – Section 

21 Planning Act (NI) 2011 and Regulation 25 of the Planning (Local Development Plan) Regulations (NI) 

2015.   

 

Part 2 of the draft Plan Strategy states that in accordance with the Planning (Local Development Plan) 

Regulations (Northern Ireland) 2015, the Council’s annual monitoring report will focus on the 

following indicators:  

 

a Housing land supply;  

b Number of net additional housing units built;  

c Supply of land for economic development purposes; and  

d Other issues the Council deem to be relevant to the implementation of the LDP.. 
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We broadly support the monitoring indicators set out in the technical paper, which are to be used to 

measure how well the plan is performing in terms of achieving its strategic objectives, including 

ensuring an adequate supply of housing for the district over the plan period. 

 

However, projected housing figures and other relevant policies specified above should be amended 

as required in order to enable accurate monitoring of the plan.   

 

 

Housing Land Availability in Bessbrook 

 

A pending application LA07/2023/2901/F makes up the main portion of the housing allocation for 

Bessbrook and consists of a total of 264 residential units. It is noted that there is a high volume of 

objections to this scheme and there is concern that if the scheme is not delivered there will be a 

shortfall in the LDP’s ability to provide the required housing allocation. 

 

Overall, it is considered that there are limited land opportunities within the settlement limit, given 

that the majority of lands within Bessbrook are committed, or unavailable for housing. 

  

Therefore, it is evident that more lands to accommodate future growth within the next plan period 

will be required and lands that are readily available for housing development be considered in order 

to aid housing delivery within the settlement. 

 

 

Proposed site for inclusion within the settlement limits of Bessbrook 

We draw to your attention the attached parcel of land (please refer to Appendix 1) for inclusion within 

the settlement limit of Bessbrook in the forthcoming Local Development Plan (LDP), which could be 

utilised to accommodate future growth.  

 

The lands are located between Main Street and Derrymore Road. The rational for the inclusion of the 

site is as follows; 

• The site was previously developed as shown in the photographs below 

• Proximity with greenway link with Newry 

• The boundaries of the site abut the existing development limit and represent natural rounding 

off of the settlement boundaries 

• Inclusion of this site within the settlement limit will not result in urban sprawl as the river 

boundary consists of mature vegetation 

• The lands are predominately flat which are suitable for future development; 

• There are no physical or environmental impacts that could preclude future development of 

the site; 

• The lands can be easily accessed from the public road  

• The immediate context is predominately residential in character.  
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Appendix 1  

Suggested site for inclusion within the Bessbrook Settlement Limit 
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Appendix 2 

Newry, Mourne and Down Housing Monitor Data 2024 
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