
















Position of South Armagh Business Improvement 
Group (SABIG) 

SABIG has reviewed the Newry, Mourne and Down District Council Local Development 
Plan 2035, Draft Plan Strategy -June 2025 from the viewpoint of improving the economic 
and business environment for the South Armagh area.  The following observations are 
based on Coherence and Effectiveness Tests – CE2. The strategy, policies and 
allocations are realistic and appropriate having considered the relevant alternatives and 
are founded on a robust evidence base. 

 

Proposed number of housing units for South Armagh are insufficient, and the 
amount of proposed housing should be increased by 300%. 

According to the Census 2021, the Slieve Gullion DEA: 

• Has a population of 30,744 
• Which is 16.9% of the population of Newry, Mourne and Down Council area 

District Electoral Area  Count 
Slieve Gullion 30,744 
The Mournes 30,203 
Crotlieve 28,668 
Newry 27,913 
Downpatrick 21,916 
Slieve Croob 21,387 
Rowallane 21,240 
Total 182,071 

 

According to the 2017 Mid-year Population Estimates for District Electoral Areas, the 
Slieve Gullion DEA was an area of: 

• Highest growth (top 7) 
• Has the lowest proportion of over 65s 
• Has highest proportion of children (aged 0-15) 

However, in the proposed Draft Plan Strategy the Slieve Gullion Electoral District has 
only a proposed allocation of new housing of 596 out of 10,339 or 5.7% of the total 
allocation. 

This is a shocking underestimate of the needs of the areas and should be increased 
3-fold. 
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No recognition of important road linkages (A29 Dundalk to Armagh via 
Newtownhamilton; N53) 

In the Technical Supplement 5 – Transport (June 2025), there is no recognition of 
important road linkages in the Slieve Gullion area, these being: 

• The A29/B31 Dundalk to Armagh via Newtownhamilton 
• N53, Dundalk to Castleblaney with a significant section passing through South 

Armagh. 

By not including these roads in any analysis, negates their importance and fails to 
recognise their importance for the local and regional economy. 

The Council should undertake and consider studies to ascertain volume of traffic 
and importance of these routes for the local and regional economy. 

 

Consultation with land owner and housing types 

Council needs to talk to the owners of the land they plan to zone to see what their 
intentions for it are, and if it doesn’t match up with the proposed plan, they need to look 
elsewhere to have enough land zoned for the new figures you have in your draft 
response. 

Council also needs to consider older people who may own their own home but wish to 
downsize to a smaller future proof house and either pass their current house to the next 
generation or sell it on to a family that would need it. 

 

Lack of any transport improvements in the South Armagh area 

In the Technical Supplement 5 – Transport (June 2025), there are no consideration of any 
transport improvement in the Slieve Gullion area that represents 16.9% of the Council 
areas population.  Improving infrastructure in the area which will encourage the 
possibility of more housing and commercial activity. Roads, water, sewerage are badly 
needed in the area if South Armagh is to move with the times and not be left behind any 
longer. 

The Council should undertake and consider studies to identify the transport needs 
of the Slieve Gullion Electoral District Area. 

 

 

The downgrading of Newtownhamilton from a small town to a village 
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The reclassified of Newtownhamilton from a small town to a village would be opposed 
by local business.  Such a downgrading would reinforce rather than address the serious 
issues that the town has faced over the past number of years.  The strategy states that 
the reclassification is based on evaluation of its service provision and population.  All 
the services that are outlined in the Appendix A: RDS Settlement Hierarchy 
Classification are in place except for an “Enterprise Centre Information Office”, which 
the Council themselves should have in place. 
Newtownhamilton should remain designated as a small town. 
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