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Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council’s Local Development Plan 2035 - draft Plan Strategy  

I refer to your correspondence dated 27June 2025, regarding the above. Armagh City, Banbridge and 
Craigavon Borough Council (ACBCBC) welcome the opportunity to comment on the draft Plan Strategy and 
would make the following comments. 

Spatial Growth Strategy and Settlement Hierarchy 

Settlement Hierarchy (SETT1)  

Under soundness tests (C1, C3 & C4), ACBCBC notes that the draft Plan Strategy proposes to retain Glen 
as a small settlement. The settlement of Glen was designated in the Banbridge, Newry & Mourne Area Plan 
2015 as a three-node settlement. Following the reform of local government, two nodes fell within the 
Newry, Mourne and Down District Council (NM&DDC) area and one node fell within the ACBCBC area. 
Please be advised that ACBCBC also propose to retain Glen as a small settlement within our settlement 
hierarchy.  

Social: Accommodating People, Creating Quality Places and Improving Health and Wellbeing 

Housing Strategy 

With regards to soundness tests (C1, C3 & CE2) it is noted that under the Housing Strategy a 10% 
flexibility allowance and a non-implementation allowance has been incorporated into the total housing 
allocation. 

Housing Land Allocation (HS1) 

With regards to soundness test (C4), it is noted that 6% of the Strategic Housing Land Allocation 2020 – 
2035 will be afforded to small settlements.  ACBCBC would welcome clarification in relation to the number 
of units that are to be allocated to the two nodes of Glen located within NM&DDC area. ACBCBC would 
also welcome clarification if you intend to distinguish between the nodes of Glen small settlement that falls 
within NM&DDC and the node within ACBCBC, e.g. Glen (NM&D). 

Furthermore, it is noted that NM&DDC propose to significantly reduce the draft Plan Strategy housing 
allocation (13%) to the countryside from the Preferred Options Paper figure (21%). 
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