
















                                                                                                                                 Gervaise Mullan 

                                                                                                                                  46, Chancellor’s Road, 

                                                                                                                                  Newry, 

                                                                                                                                  Co. Down, 

                                                                                                                                  BT35 8PU 

Local Development Plan Team                                                                                                                               

18/09/2025 

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council 

Downshire Civic Centre 

Downshire Estate, Ardglass Road 

Downpatrick BT30 6GQ 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam, 

 

In addition to the Draft Plan Strategy Representation Form duly completed and attached we wish to 

make this additional submission in relation to the expansion of Zoning NY 69 Industrial Lands 

adjacent to the existing Chancellors Road site. 

The Strategic Planning Policy Statement (SPPS) 2015 highlights that a fundamental role of the Local 

Development Policy (LDP) is to ensure there is an ample supply of suitable land available to meet 

economic development needs within the plan area. The Regional Development Strategy (RDS) 

provides a three stage employment land evaluation framework through which this can be achieved. 

To inform stage 1 {taking stock of the situation} the council appointed CBRE to complete an audit of 

existing workspace availability throughout the district. CBRE considered there is a lack of larger 

warehouse units available and that larger warehouse / Industrial units are needed in Newry to attract 

new and expanding businesses to the area. 

In the CBRE NI executive summary 2025 also commissioned by Newry, Mourne and Down District 

Council (NMD) under paragraph 1.1.1 Industrial Market they state “there is currently no new build 

warehousing being marketed within the NMD council area”. Furthermore under paragraph 1.1.4 

concerning undeveloped land recommendations they state “it would be our opinion more land 

should be zoned at the appropriate time in the LDP process in the prime locations where land has 

been developed over the past three years”. The land within NY 69 is presently being developed by 

Savage and Whitten and we respectfully submit that given the CBRE recommendations consideration 

ought to be given to expand this zoning along the Chancellors road and the Carnagat Lane. 

In addition under section 3 of their report entitled Industrial Land Commentary paragraph 3.6 it 

states “the market is in effect being held back by the lack of new space coming to the market for all 

business sizes. We would suggest that larger accommodation  is needed to support companies and to 

attract new occupiers. Within the area there are currently no larger developments being marketed 

on a design and build basis, which is a concern considering the amount of zoned employment land 
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and also detrimental when trying to attract new occupiers to the district. Further consideration 

should be given at the appropriate plan stage.” 

In addition under section 6 Land use Commentary CBRE NI state “Having reviewed the update of land 

developed from the previous report and the UUEPC report (Employment space demand 2022-2035), 

more employment land will be required in order to meet forecasts contained in the Lichfield Review 

of Employment Strategy. 

CBRE NI have colour coded sites with green being prime lands which they feel would be suitable for 

development and a strong market for. We wish to highlight and draw your attention to their 

summary of Employment lands under 6.1, specifically the Chancellors Road site (zoning NY 69) 

Besides being coloured green the CBRE recommendation states “considering the ease of access to 

the dual carriageway from this location we would believe this is a prime Industrial area within Newry. 

Infrastructure upgrading required. Land fit for purpose subject to access.” 

By way of an update on these lands, following the purchase of a portion of these lands by Savage and 

Whitten Wholesale planning approval was obtained under planning reference LA07/2022/1168/F 

and works are at an advanced stage on site. Accordingly we can confirm that the Key Site 

Requirements of Zoning NY 69 Economic Development Chancellors Road have already been 

completed. The most notable of these requirements  states “The Chancellors Road will be realigned 

and widened to agreed standards along the frontage of the site and from the site extremity to the 

proposed new link from Chancellors Road to the A1 upgrade.” In addition concerning another update 

on these lands, Planning approval was also obtained under planning reference LA07/2022/1357/O by 

O’ Hagan Property LTD. This permission involves realignment and widening of the Carnagat Lane 

which will ultimately allow the expansion of the NY 69 zoning into our adjacent Lands. These lands 

were the subject of a site specific representation at the previous Independent Examination at which 

the Planning Appeals Commission commented under paragraph 3.1.104 “objection site 227 North of 

Carnagat Road is little different from the adjacent NY 69 zoning …….. Despite the site’s proximity to 

infrastructure, its accessibility and being as developable as NY 69, the land is not needed for 

economic development at this time .” Given the current need for more land to be zoned for 

employment purposes one can conclude that as part of this current LDP process this parcel of land 

ought to be included in an expansion of the NY 69  zoning.  Please refer to the attached map. 

 

To reinforce this proposal in their conclusion in Paragraph 6.2 CBRE NI state “our view would be that 

additional lands should be zoned in areas such around the existing green category areas such as 

Newry at the Local Policies Plan Stage. “ 

A clear endorsement of our contention that the Chancellors Road NY 69 zoning should be expanded 

is reiterated by CBRE NI in section 10 of their prime sites commentary relating to Newry Industrial 

Lands were they state “taking consideration of the Ulster University employment space demand 

report 2012-2035 and our property market knowledge we are of the opinion that there should be a 

heavy focus on industrial /warehouse development within the NMD area. Areas such as the 

individual lands at Carnbane and those areas directly of the A1 are ripe for development for services, 

manufacturing and storage and distribution companies.” 

In conclusion we agree wholeheartedly with the CBRE update 2025 of the baseline evidence 

contained within the Employment Land Supply for Newry, Mourne and Down District Council. The 

most significant elements of the update included the following findings: 
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