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Comments on Minerals Section 

Policy MIN5 Mineral Safeguarding Areas 
 
Draft Policy MIN 5 states: 
 
“Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAs) may be defined around mineral reserves in Newry, 
Mourne and Down that are considered to be of economic or conservation importance”. 
 
The use of the word “may” in the above sentence avoids any commitment to defining such 
areas.  
 
Strategic Policy MS1 of the Draft Plan states that: 
 
“The Council, in consultation with the Department for the Economy (DfE), recognises that the 
extraction of minerals across Northern Ireland requires a regional approach and that the 
issue of supply and demand means that the need for mineral development may extend 
beyond the geographical boundary of any one council area”. 
 
Given the importance that the Minerals Industry has to the regional economy as outlined 
earlier in this representation and in light of the above statement, it is considered appropriate 
that the Council make a confirm commitment to protecting important mineral resources and 
therefore it is proposed that the word “may” in the policy, be proposed with the word “will” 
to state: 
 
“Mineral Safeguarding Areas (MSAs) will be defined around mineral reserves in Newry, 
Mourne and Down that are considered to be of economic or conservation importance”. 
 
In order to provide reasonable flexibility to the policy, wording may be included within the 
justification and amplification text that explains that the safeguarding of such areas will be 
dependent upon suitable information being supplied by mineral operators. I can confirm that 
MPANI would we happy to assist the Council with this matter in terms of liaising with its 
members.  
 
Policy MIN7 Restoration and Aftercare 
 
The final Paragraph of Draft Policy MIN 7 states that: 
 
“The Council will require a restoration and aftercare bond or other financial provision to 
ensure full restoration and reinstatement of the site should the developer fail to implement 
the previously agreed restoration plan. Restoration proposals should make use of materials 
from within the site, wherever practicable”. 
 
The Justification and Application text states that: 
“The Council will normally secure restoration proposals through the requirement for a 
management plan, underpinned by conditions and/or a Section 76 Planning Agreement. 
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