
December 4th, 2020

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 7th December 2020 at
6:00 pm in  Microsoft Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 2
November 2020

Action Sheet Council Meeting 02 11 2020.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2 November 2020
Council Minutes  02 11 2020.pdf Page 8

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 26 October 2020
Minutes - Sp Council 26 Oct 2020.pdf Page 25

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 9 November 2020

ERT Minutes 09 Nov 2020.pdf Page 33

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 12 November 2020

Minutes - SPR 12 Nov 2020.pdf Page 41

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 16 November 2020

Active and Healthy Communities Committee Minutes 161120.pdf Page 50

9.0  Minutes of Neighbourhood Services Committee Meeting held
on 17 November 2020

Neighbourhood Services Committee Minutes - 17-11-2020.pdf Page 62

10.0  Minutes of Special Audit Committee Meeting held on 24



November 2020
Minutes Special Audit Committee 24 Nov 2020.pdf Page 72

 

11.0  Minutes of Special Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee
Meeting held on 1 December 2020

Minutes - Special SPR 1 Dec 2020.pdf Page 75

Planning

12.0  Extract from Draft Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting
held on 18 November 2020

Local Development Plan 

Extract from Planning Committee Minutes - 18-11-2020.pdf Page 78

For Noting

13.0  Northern Ireland Housing Council Bulletin, November 2020

Correspondence attached.

Members Bulletin - November 2020.pdf Page 79

14.0  Northern Ireland Housing Council Minutes, October 2020

Correspondence attached.

Housing Council Minutes 8th October 2020.pdf Page 82

Correspondence Received

15.0  Department for Communities re: Regeneration Bill.

Correspondence dated 9 November 2020 attached.

DfC - Regeneration Bill.pdf Page 108

16.0  Response from Peter Weir, Minister for Education re:
C/155/2020 Children taking transfer tests in their own Primary
Schools.  (Attached).

Correspondence dated 16 November 2020 attached.



CORR-2448-2020 - Reply to Marie Ward.pdf Page 109

17.0  Response from Financial Conduct Authority re: C/132/2020
Increases in Vehicle and House Insurance Costs

Correspondence dated 9 November 2020 attached.

Vehicle and House Insurance Costs.pdf Page 111

18.0  Derry City and Strabane Council re: Motions passed regarding
air quality issues.

Correspondence dated 13 November 2020 attached.

Derry City and Strabane - air quality.pdf Page 113

19.0  Minister for Education re: Planned disposal of Ardnabannon
Outdoor Education Centre.

Minister response - Ardnabannon.pdf Page 117

Ministers Response 2 - Ardnabannon.pdf Page 119

20.0  Minister for Health re: re-opening of A&E at Daisy Hill and
Downe Hospital.

COR 3433 2020 - Letter to M Ward.pdf Page 121

21.0  Fermanagh and Omagh District Council re: Coronavirus
Pandemic on Further and Higher Education Students.

Correspondence dated 13 November 2020 attached

Corona impact on Further and Higher Education Students.pdf Page 124

Notices of Motion

22.0  Notice of Motion - Sustainability

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Lewis:

We note that Newry, Mourne and Down District Council aims to embed the ethos of
sustainability throughout its operations. Sustainable development is about meeting the
needs of people today and providing them with a good quality of life without
compromising the quality of life of future generations.  With that in mind this Council



commits to producing a report on how we could be making funding available which could
be utilised by community groups for the benefit of creating community gardens,
encouraging the planting of apple, peach and pear trees, along with other edible fruit and
veg plants. Making use of vacant lands which are within our ownership. We also commit
to helping community groups engage with other public agencies to identify land which
could be used for any such project.

23.0  Notice of Motion - Dunleath Park, Downpatrick

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillors Sharvin and Curran.

This Council recognises the importance of Dunleath Park to Downpatrick and the District,
through sports, recreation, tourism and regeneration. With this importance and
opportunity to develop Dunleath, this council will establish a working group of
Downpatrick DEA Cllrs and council officers to establish a development plan for Dunleath
that will include walking and cycling lanes, improvement to the MUGA and sports pitches,
and gardens including sensory gardens.

24.0  Notice of Motion - Free Parking for HSC Staff

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Trainor: 

“This Council notes and welcomes the decision by the Minister for Health to instruct the
Health and Social Care Trusts to provide free parking to HSC staff until March
31st. Council further calls on the Minister to ensure that such provision of free parking is
made available to HSC staff on a permanent basis with no specific time restrictions
placed by any Trust.”

 

25.0  Notice of Motion - Best Wishes to President Elect Joe Biden
and Vice President Elect Harris

The following joint Notice of motion received from Councillors Brown and Stokes:

‘This Council welcomes the victory of President Elect Joe Biden Vice President Elect
Harris and extends our congratulations and best wishes for their term of office. Noting the
ancestral links that President-Elect Biden has with Ireland, including the Cooley
Peninsula and the Port of Newry, and the impact that he can have as an ally in any future
discussions with the UK government on Post-Brexit trade, Council will write to the White
House and the NI Consulate after his Inauguration inviting him to our district; to the city of
Newry, to the resting place of St Patrick in Downpatrick and the wider district as part of
any official visit he may plan to the Island during his term as President. It will also write to
Louth County council inviting them to send a joint invite.’

 



26.0  Notice of Motion - Communication between Trade Union
representatives and Council Political Parties

Notice of motion received from Councillor Clarke:

This council facilitates the formation of a forum to provide a regular means of
communication between Trade Union representatives, and council political parties,
Council officers will produce an option paper to be considered by councillors.

27.0  Notice of Motion - Annual Christmas Anti Drink Driving
Campaign

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Gallagher 

“This Council supports the PSNI annual Christmas anti drink driving campaign and
recognises the seriousness of Drink Driving and the impact this can have and has had on
many families across the District. Calls on the Minister for Justice to bring forward
changes to the Drink drive limit to come into line with Scotland and to review the
penalties that are imposed.”

28.0  Notice of Motion - Impact of Misogyny and Transmisogyny

Notice of Motion received from Councillor McKevitt:

“This Council recognises the impact of misogyny and transmisogyny on those affected
by it, as well as the role these attitudes play in a variety of crimes, including harassment,
assault, sexual assault and hate crimes, and on the career choices and personal lives of
women, girls and non-binary people. The Council supports the inclusion of misogyny as a
standalone offence and as a category of hate crime, recognising crimes targeted at
women including trans women as hate crimes based on misogyny, and will write a letter
to that effect to Judge Desmond Marrinan, as part of his ongoing review of hate crime
legislation in Northern Ireland. The Council supports also the Raise Your Voice Project,
which tackles sexual harassment and sexual violence across Northern Ireland, by placing
posters in all Council properties to raise awareness of the project."

29.0  Notice of Motion - Housing system.

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Murphy, seconded by Councillor Harte:-

"This Council welcomes the recent announcement by Communities Minister, Carál Ní
Chuilín regarding her plans to fundamentally address the significant challenges facing
our housing system.  We call on the Planning Service to urgently place more emphasis
on planning as an activity that is both integrated with other local government agencies
and is focused on delivery."



30.0  Notice of Motion - NZEB (Nearly Zero Energy Building) Code

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Enright:

This Council calls upon Finance Minister Conor Murphy to immediately implement the
NZEB Code (Nearly Zero Energy Building Code) that the EU Directive requires the NI
Department of Finance to implement by the end of this year. This Directive is adopted
into UK law

Council alerts the Minister to the following facts;

1. NI building code is 20 years behind GB. Every private sector house built between
now and 2030 will have to be retrofitted to meet the UK’s energy efficiency
targets at 2030.

2. Every new house built in RoI is now more than £1000pa cheaper to run than an
equivalent house in NI because of out of date building standards. All new homes
in RoI thus have a typical Building Energy Rating (BER) of A2 or better. 

3. RoI in November 2019 signed into law the nearly zero energy buildings (NZEB)
regulation under part L of the Building Code for all domestic homes – not just
public buildings as in GB. New Public Buildings in RoI have already been NZEB
since 31st December 2018. 

4. And Council to write to other 10 Councils in NI and ask them to pass this motion
as well

 

31.0  Notice of Motion - Government of Ireland Act

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Ó Muirí:

This Council notes the centenary anniversary of the Westminster parliament’s
Government of Ireland Act. We note that the Good Friday Agreement caused this act to
be revoked. [we welcome this] We note the deep and wide divisions this has sustained
and entrenched both within Irish society and in the relationships between the islands of
Ireland and Britain, not least of those consequences has been the multi-layered
generational conflict our society has endured.

We welcome and support the agreed framework provided by the peace process to
address and deal with all of this by peaceful and democratic methods. We recognise that
the outworking of this – the full implementation of the Good Friday Agreement in all is
aspects – remains a work in progress. This includes – its core requirements for equality
of treatment, parity of esteem and mutual respect and the provision for a referendum to
give full effect to the exercise by the people of Ireland to the right to self determine our
future destiny and the centrality to this of both the British and Irish governments. In the
first instance in respect of rights throughout the island and in the second the particular
responsibility on the British government to set a date for the referendum.



This Council further recognises that a stark choice is opening up between the narrow,
inward-looking vision of Brexit Britain and the open inclusive vision of a new Ireland.
Therefore we call upon this council to encourage space for debate to present
experiences and perspectives, big ideas and a public discourse on our constitutional
future which threatens no one. and; this council call on both governments to expedite the
delivery of their respective responsibilities contained within the Good Friday Agreement.

32.0  Notice of Motion - Albert Basin Park

Notice of motion received from Councillor Malone:

On the third anniversary of its commitment to deliver a 15 acre park on the Albert Basin,
this Council recognises that a city park is the number 1 regeneration priority for Newry
and will allocate sufficient capital funding in this years rates process to enable the project
to be delivered within this Council term.
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