
August 7th, 2023

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 7th August 2023 at 
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre & MS Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

M Ward

J Kelly

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 3 July 2023
For Approval

Action Sheet Council Meeting 03.07.2023.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3 July 2023
For Approval

Council Minutes 03.07.2023.pdf Page 9

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 3 July 2023
For Approval

Special Council Minutes -  03-07-2023.pdf Page 28

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting held on 4 July 2023
For Approval

Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting 4 July 2023.pdf Page 33

 

(i)  Audit Committee Annual Report 2022/23

For Information

Audit Committee Annual Report 2022/23 - For Noting.

Audit Committee Annual Report.pdf Page 41

7.0  Minutes of Special Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee
Meeting held on 24 July 2023



For Approval
Special Strategy Policy Resources Meeting Minutes 24-07-2023.pdf Page 50

8.0  Planning Section
Planning Extract.pdf Page 52

Correspondence

9.0  Email Response from NIO re: Notice of Motion C/075/2023 -
Reduction in Minimum Voting Age
For Information

Copy correspondence attached.

Email from NIO dated 20th July stating: "Thank you for your letter dated 7 July 2023. As per our letter to
you dated 21 April 2023 (attached for ease of reference), the UK Government position remains the same."

C.075.2023 Response email from NIO Reduction in Minimum Voting Age July
2023.pdf

Page 53

C.075.2023 Response from Council to Sec of State July 2023.pdf Page 54

C.075.2023 Response from NIO Voting Age Reduction June 2023.pdf Page 55

C.075.2023 Response to Sec of State June 2023.pdf Page 56

C.075.2023 Response in April from NIO re Reduction in minimum voting age.pdf Page 58

C.075.2023 Letter to Sec of State March 2023.pdf Page 59

(i)  Response from Scottish Government arising from Notice of Motion C/075/2023 -
Reduction in Minimum Voting Age

Response from Scottish Government NOM C.075.2023.pdf Page 60

10.0  Response from Permanent Secretary re: Notice of Motion
C/084/2023 - Fixed Bridge Design for Newry Southern Relief
Road
For Information

Copy correspondence attached.

C.084.2023-Emergency Notice of Motion - Fixed Bridge Design for Newry Southern
Relief Road - Perm Sec Response.pdf

Page 62



11.0  Response from Department of Education re: Notice of Motion
C/132/2023 - School Sports Programme
Instructions

Copy correspondence attached.

C.132.2023 - FR - SCORR 0403-2023 - Notice of Motion - School Sports
Programme.pdf

Page 64

12.0  Response from Ulster University re: Notice of Motion
C/136/2023 - University Graduations
For Information

Copy correspondence attached.

C.136.2023 - Response from Ulster University.pdf Page 66

13.0  Responses re: Notice of Motion C/138/2023 - Conversion
Therapy

Copy correspondences received from Department of Justice, Department for Communities and Department
of Health attached.

C.138.2023 - Ltr to Marie Ward - Notice of Motion - Conversion Therapy.pdf Page 67

C.138.2023 PSC 0537.23 Letter to Marie Ward CEO.pdf Page 68

C.138.2023-SCORR-0835-2023 - Conversion Therapy.pdf Page 69

14.0  Response from TEO Permanent Secretary re: Notice of Motion
C/139/2023 - Glebe House, Kilclief

Copy correspondence attached.

C.139.2023 - Glebe House-Harmony Community Trust - Letter to Ms Marie Ward
from TEO Permanent Secretary.pdf

Page 70

15.0  Response from Department for Infrastructure re: Notice of
Motion C/135/2023 - Electronic Copies of Valid Insurance

Copy correspondence attached.

C.135.2023 - Electronic Copies of Valid Insurance.pdf Page 72

Notices of Motion



16.0  Notice of Motion - Homelessness

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Truesdale:

"That this Council notes that the number of households with homelessness status on the social housing
waiting list across NI has increased from 9,878 to 26,310 households in the last ten years, an increase of
166%; notes the enormous strain the homelessness system is under with the number of households in
temporary accommodation at unprecedented levels; agrees that this council has a role to play in preventing
homelessness in this district alongside other organisations and bodies in the Public, Statutory and
Voluntary sectors; calls on this Council to assess how it contributes to homelessness prevention through
carrying out an audit of its services and requests that Officers bring back a report detailing the
homelessness prevention work currently supported as well as how the Council’s community planning
function can further support homelessness prevention work in the local area".

17.0  Notice of Motion - Newry City Park Funding Application

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Lee- Surginor:

“Noting the Council has failed to deliver on previously agreed motions to submit funding bids for the Newry
City Park to the Levelling up and Shared Island Fund, council will now urgently prepare a capital funding
bid to the Peace plus programme for the remainder of funding required to complete all phases of the
project and deliver the world class park that was promised to ratepayers; and for full Council to approve
this motion as deadline for this application is Tuesday 5th September 2023 at 5pm."

 

18.0  Notice of Motion - Back to School Costs

Notice of Motion received from Councillor McEvoy:

“That this Council notes the findings of the 2023 Irish League of Credit Unions (ILCU) survey on Back to
School costs which show 41% of parents in this jurisdiction go into debt due to back to school costs, with
the largest expense for both primary and secondary school parents being uniforms; is deeply concerned
that the high cost of some school uniforms is a source of financial stress for many families impacting their
health and wellbeing; acknowledges that the positive attributes of school uniforms, such as promoting
equality amongst pupils, is at risk of being undermined by unaffordable costs; and calls for the urgent
restoration of the Assembly and Executive so that legislation can be brought forward that will require
schools to have competitive tendering processes, removes requirements for expensive branded items, and
permits the use of cheaper high street alternatives.” 

19.0  Notice of Motion - Young Carers

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Devlin

"Noting that there are currently 220,000 unpaid carers across the North; recognising the essential role that
young carers in particular play within the community; expressing its concern that during holiday periods
such carers can face increased stress, loneliness and isolation, and further noting that unpaid carers save



the government an estimated £1million per year, this Council agrees to write to the Permanent Secretary of
the Department of Health calling for increased financial support for these unpaid cares to be used for
respite, residential breaks or recreation for their health and well-being."

20.0  Notice of Motion - Recycling

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Finn

"Noting with concern estimations that while 9 in 10 people in the North recycle at home only 4 in 10 recycle
while outdoors; further notes with concern DAERA estimates that consumers in the North use 420 million
plastic bottles and 90 million cans every year, and welcomes that across the North the successful Hubbub
CircleCity programme which has run across the UK and seen an additional 2.5million plastic bottles, glass
bottles and cans recycled while outdoors, this Council agrees that more work is needed across out District
to encourage recycling while outdoors, will seek a meeting with Hubbub to recommend Newry, Mourne and
Down for a similar CircleCity scheme, will undertake an education programme for District residents on the
benefits of outdoor recycling and will commence a pilot scheme for new recycling bins to be installed
across key public spaces and parks."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Cllr Jim Brennan

Cllr Pete Byrne

Mr Gerard Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Mr Andrew Cassells

Cllr William Clarke

Mrs Linda Cummins

Cllr Laura Devlin

Mr Eoin Devlin

Ms Louise Dillon

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Doire Finn

Cllr Aoife Finnegan

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Cllr Roisin Howell

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Cllr Tierna Kelly

Mrs Sheila Kieran

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Mickey Larkin

Cllr David Lee-Surginor

Cllr Alan Lewis

Cllr Oonagh Magennis

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Aidan Mathers

Cllr Declan McAteer

Cllr Leeanne McEvoy

Jonathan McGilly

Cllr Andrew McMurray

Catrina Miskelly

Cllr Declan Murphy

Cllr Kate Murphy



Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Cllr Michael Ruane

Cllr Michael Savage

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Paul Tamati

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward
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