
October 1st, 2019

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 7th October 2019 at 
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 2
September 2019

Action Sheet from Council Mtg  - 02.09.2019.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2 September 2019
Council Minutes  -02.09.2019.pdf Page 6

4.1  Call-in - C/122/2019 - Council Meeting 2 September 2019
Call in - C.122.2019 Council Mtg 02.09.2019.pdf Page 19

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 27 August 2019
Minutes_of_Special_Council 27-08-2019.pdf Page 22

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 9 September 2019

Enterprise_Regeneration_and_Tourism_Committee_Minutes 09-09-2019.pdf Page 45

7.0  Minutes of Strategic, Policy and Resources Committee
Meeting held on 12 September 2019

Strategy_Policy_&_Resources_Committee_Minutes_12-09-2019.pdf Page 58

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 16 September 2019

Active_and_Healthy_Communities_Committee_Minutes_16-09-2019.pdf Page 68

9.0  Minutes of Neighbourhood Services Committee Meeting held
on 17 September 2019

Neighbourhood_Services_Committee_Minutes_17-09-2019.pdf Page 77



10.0  Extract from Minutes of Planning Committee Meeting held on
18 September 2019

There were no issues referred from the Planning Committee Meeting held on 18 September 2019.

11.0  Minutes of Audit Committee held on 24 September 2019
Audit_Committee_Minutes_24-09-2019.pdf Page 84

Conferences/Events

12.0  NILGA Changing Places Conference - 8 October 2019

Councillors Andrews, Burgess, Casey, Curran, Harte, Ruane & Walker all booked to attend.

NILGA  conference 08.10.2019.pdf Page 92

13.0  Chartered Institute of Housing Northern Ireland Conference -
Delivering genuinely affordable homes in Northern Ireland

Conference to be held on 14th October 2019, Skainos Centre, Belfast 

Affordable Homes Conference.pdf Page 95

Correspondence

14.0  Correspondence received from Housing Executive re. Motion
on NIHE Grass Cutting Service

Correspondence dated 3 September 2019 from Housing Executive.pdf Page 96

15.0  Correspondence received from DFI re. Motion on Animal
Cruelty

Correspondence dated 04.09.2019 from DAERA re  Animal cCuelty 4th Sep
2019.pdf

Page 97

16.0  Correspondence received from DFI regarding Bee Friendly
Flower Planting

Correspondence from DFI re Bee Friendly Flower Planting.pdf Page 99

17.0  Local Government Circular 23/2019 - Councillors' Allowance
Guidance for District Councils in Northern Ireland

Letter Local Government Circular 23 2019 Consolidated Guidance on Payments to
C....pdf

Page 101



Local Government Circular 23 2019 Consolidated Guidance on Payments to C....pdf Page 103

18.0  Correspondence received Belfast City Council - Equal
Protection For Children Legislation

Equal Protection for Children Legislation.pdf Page 133

Notices of Motion

19.0  Notice of Motion - Roll out of 5G across N. Ireland

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Brown:

"This Council notes the concerns associated with the roll out of 5G across Northern Ireland and undertakes
to carry out a comprehensive and detailed report analysing the risks and benefits of 5G roll out within the
District, considering all available evidence and information in doing so.  This report will then be tabled at a
future meeting for Members to express their support or opposition to 5G".

20.0  Notice of Motion - Climate Change Emergency Declaration

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Enright, seconded by Councillor Brown:

"In October 2018 the UN announced that we have 12 years to save the planet.  Scientists gave the starkest
warning yet that our chances of tackling climate change and averting disaster are slipping away.  They said
2030 would be too late to avoid a 2% rise in global temperatures and climate catastrophe.  The UN says
action by government actors would need to be taken now.  Westminster is paralyzed by Brexit and
Stormont is not sitting".

In view of the UN's Climate Change warnings for 2030, Council declares a 'Climate Change Emergency'
and directs management to effect dramatic short-term changes in every area under its control.  All Council
departments need to reflect this emergency with immediate and concrete steps.  Every plan or target that
Council produces needs to have concrete measures to reflect this emergency.  Every external body or
agency that Council influences or directs need to be preparing for 2030 and this will extend  to the general
public also through the planning and building control processes.  Council should refer to Denmark,
Scotland, Norway, Sweden and Germany to find best practice across all areas of sustainable development
and low carbon technology for Newry, Mourne and Down Council". 

21.0  Notice of Motion - Impending withdrawal from the European
Union

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Ó Muirí:

“This Council recognises that economic future planning is crucial in the period ahead, particularly given the
impending withdrawal from the European Union. This Council should plan for, and bring forward an
economic plan for the future of this Council area in the event of the north of Ireland retaining membership
of the European Union, following a referendum on Irish Unity. The economic plan should draw on the
numerous existing reports of an all island economy, including, but not limited to; ‘Modelling Irish
Unification’ by Dr Kurt Hubner, ‘The Economic Effects of an All Island Economy’, by Paul Gosling, ‘The
Economic Case for Irish Unity’, by Michael Burke and the Joint Oireachtas Committee Report, ‘Brexit and



the Future of Ireland – Uniting Ireland & Its People in Peace & Prosperity’. This Council should be prudent
in planning for the future to maximise our potential and secure future economic growth and to compete
effectively with other Cities across the Island of Ireland. The economic plan should examine how this
Council would prepare for this scenario and how this Council area could position itself within this potential
new constitutional arrangement, in order that Newry Mourne and Down District Council maximises all
opportunities for city growth in this context.”

22.0  Notice of Motion - Biodiversity and Environmental Protection

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Kimmins:

"We commend this council for the work and projects it undertakes across the district to enhance
biodiversity and increase environmental protection.

Rewilding spaces in the heart of our communities not only enhances and adds to the good work already
undertaken to protect the environment; but also confirms our commitment as a council to challenge the
climate emergency we have already recognised is upon us. 

We call on this council in each of the 7 DEAs to reqild a minimum 1 extra space each year outside of what
is already planned or programmed.

We further call on this council to promote this initiative and working alongside members in each area to
identify achievable and appropriate sites, where working with the community we create rewilded spaces
where local communities can feel part of a challenging climate change".

23.0  Notice of Motion - Attacks on Places of Worship

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Taylor:

"That this Council notes recently published research from the charity CARE NI that found 445 attacks have
been recorded on places of worship in Northern Ireland in just the last 3 years; notes with concern that 35
of these despicable attacks were recorded in the Newry, Mourne and Down policing district; unreservedly
condemns all attacks on places of worship, no matter what faith or denomination, and upholds the
important human right for individuals to be free to worship and live out their faith in this society. This
Council also notes the operation of the Places of Worship Security Scheme in England and Wales and
expresses regret that a similar scheme is not available in Northern Ireland; and therefore agrees to write to
the Department for Communities and the Northern Ireland Office calling for the swift introduction of a
similar scheme locally".

24.0  Notice of Motion - Early diagnosis of Bowel and Breast Cancer

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Trainor and Councillor Hanlon:

"This Council notes that early diagnosis of Bowel and Breast Cancer offers patients the best chance of
successful treatment.  England, Scotland, Wales and the Republic of Ireland all currently use the faecal
immunochemical test (FIT) and have a lowered age for screening.

NHS England are currently trialling Breast Cancer Screening at the lower age of 47 and the upper age of
72.

This Council will write to the Permanent Secretary for Health Mr Richard Pengelley highlighting the
difference in the screening service provision across the UK and Ireland and calling for a review into Boawl



Cancer Screening services in the North and to follow the English NHS lead in trialling Breast Cancer
Screening at a lower age here in Northern Ireland.

The Council will write to the 10 other Councils requesting that they join Newry, Mourne and Down District
Council in calling on the Permanent Secretary to commit to a review of Bowel and Breast Screening as
outlined".

25.0  Notice of Motion - Climate Change Action Plan Islands Park,
Newcastle

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Clarke:

"This Council recognises the significant impact that climate change will have on our communities, Council
agrees to manage Islands Park, Newcastle, as a climate change park to support climate change mitigation
and adaptation.

 

Council will develop an action plan which will prioritise a number of exemplar projects, including eco
friendly replacement of car parks, permeable pavements, further recycling, wildflower meadows for
pollinator bees and butterflies, establishment of a wetlands habitat, planting of a native fruit orchard and
green transport connectivity".

26.0  Notice of Motion - Abortion Laws

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Reilly:

"That this Council opposes the imposition of laws on the introduction of laissez faire human abortion into
Northern Ireland".

27.0  Notice of Motion - ATM Charges

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Magennis:

"Newry Mourne & Down Council recognising the growing concerns in relation to
ATM charges and the financial difficulties these charges cause particularly to our
most vulnerable citizens, contact the  Financial Secretary to the Treasury, asking that he look at
this issue and introduce measures to reduce or remove these charges for the benefit of customers and
shop owners".

28.0  Notice of Motion - Memory Gardens

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Tinnelly:

“This council recognises there is no greater heartbreak or tragedy to befall a family than the death of a
child.

We acknowledge the importance of small memory gardens where families can visit for reflection,
remember their deceased children and find solace in a purpose built peaceful setting, other than a
cemetery and to that end this council now proposes to provide 2 such facilities within our district.



A memory garden is a simple construct, a small corner in one of our public spaces surrounded by a small
hedge for privacy and containing nothing more than a couple of benches with a few symbolic flowers and
plants.

Our officers will now identify a potential host site on council land in each of our Health Trust areas to
establish our first two highly symbolic memory gardens and then immediately proceed with their design and
construction”.

29.0  Notice of Motion - Affordable Childcare

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Devlin:

This Council acknowledges the Employers For Childcare 10th Annual Childcare Survey which is based on
research with over 3,600 parents and childcare providers and is the most extensive study of its kind in
Northern Ireland. The report reveals that the average cost of a full-time childcare place in Northern Ireland
is £166 per week and that half of all families are spending more than 20% of their overall household
income on childcare -a figure that rises to 63% for lone parent households.

 

Council further notes that three years ago, parties in the Assembly unanimously supported an SDLP
proposal to provide 20 hours free universal childcare with a plan for an increase to 30 hours. This Council
supports the call for vital and urgent reform of investment in our childcare sector. This research provides a
robust evidence base highlighting why childcare needs to be a key and immediate priority for any re-formed
Executive. This Council resolves to write to all Political Party Leaders to ask them to support 30 hours
basic free childcare provision for working parents.

30.0  Notice of Motion - Oppose to develop a goldmine

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Hearty:

“This Council opposes plans to develop a goldmine and carry out prospecting in Slieve Gullion DEA, and
indeed across the wider council area. As such, we believe that it should be written into our Local
Development Plan. Furthermore, given the serious health and environmental risks involved, this Council is
opposed to the use of cyanide for mining purposes, which also contravenes the European Parliament
resolution of 27 April 2017 on the implementation of the Mining Waste Directive”
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