
March 31st, 2021

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Wednesday, 7th April 2021 at 
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room Downshire and Microsoft Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declaration of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 1 March
2021

Action Sheet Council Meeting 01 03 2021.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 1 March 2021
Council Minutes-01-03-2021.pdf Page 8

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 22 March 2021
Minutes Sp Council Mtg 22-03-2021.pdf Page 21

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 8 March 2021

ERT Minutes 080321.pdf Page 26

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 11 March 2021

Strategy Policy and Resources Committee Minutes 11032021..pdf Page 39

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 15 March 2021

AHC Minutes 150321.pdf Page 46

9.0  Minutes of Neighbourhood Services Committee Meeting held
on 16 March 2021

Neighbourhood Services Committee Minutes - 16-03-2021 (1).pdf Page 56

10.0  Minutes of Special Active and Healthy Communities



Committee Meeting held on 18 March 2021
Special Active and Healthy Communities Committee Minutes 18-03-2021.pdf Page 66

 

11.0  Planning Section

Correspondence

12.0  Northern Ireland Housing Council Bulletin March 2021
Members Bulletin - March 2021.pdf Page 69

 

13.0  Northern Ireland Housing Council Minutes 11 February 2021
Northern Ireland Housing Council Minutes 11022021.pdf Page 71

Correspondence

14.0  Response from Minister for Infrastructure RE: C/032/2021:
Pedestrian Road Safety Measures

Response from the Minister for Infrastructure dated 4 March 2021 attached.

C 032 2021 Response from Minister for Infrastructure re Pedestrian Road Safety
Measures.pdf

Page 94

15.0  Response from HM Treasury RE: C/033/2021, Universal Credit
Payments and C/041/2021, Proposed Cuts to Advice Services

Response from HM Treasury dated 11 March 2021 attached.

C 033 2021 and C 041 2021 Response from HM Treasury.pdf Page 96

16.0  Response from Minister for Finance RE: C/041/2021 Proposed
Cuts to Advice Services

Response from Minister for Finance dated 8 March 2021 attached.

C 041 2021 Response from Minister for Finance re Proposed Cuts to Advice
Services.pdf

Page 97

17.0  Response from Minister for the Economy RE: C/061/2021
Covid Disruption Payment for Students



Response from the Department for Economy dated 18 March 2021 attached.

C 061 2021 Letter from Dept for the Economy RE Support for Students .pdf Page 98

18.0  Response from Department for Communities and Department
for Education RE: C/038/2021 Child Poverty Task Force

Response from Department for Communities dated 10 March 2021 attached.

Response from Department for Education dated 9 March 2021 attached.

CORR-0410-2021 - Child Poverty Task Force - Letter from P McKillen to Marie Ward
10-3-21 (003).PDF

Page 100

Letter to NMDDC - Child Poverty Task Force.pdf Page 102

 

19.0  Response from Minister of Finance RE: ERT/005/2021 Nearly
Zero Energy Buildings (NZEB)

Response from Minister of Finance dated 4 March 2021 attached.

ERT 005 2021 Response from Minister of Finance re Nearly Zero Energy Building
Code.pdf

Page 103

Conferences/Events

20.0  Irish Climate Summit 2021 – Thursday 29th April – Online
Conference

See details attached.

Irish Climate Summit 2021  Thursday 29th April  Online Conference.pdf Page 104

Notices of Motion

21.0  Notice of Motion - Downpatrick Town Centre Development

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Enright:

“Council welcomes the change of tone in the Downpatrick Town Centre Development
Project. The Department has accepted that there has been a market failure on these
lands and that some public investment may be required to make the project happen.
Council lauds the cross party consensus that made this change possible. It is no longer a
fire sale of the public land bank to the private sector and notes that there will be public
money invested in this realm project as is proposed in Newry.



Council now directs Management to ensure the original footprint of this vital town centre
development in included in the project to protect Downpatrick’s options for the long-term.
In particular, 

1. that the land that will be required for access out onto Saint Patrick’s Avenue as
envisaged in the Downpatrick Master Plan is acquired and protected as part of
this project, and 

2. that the public investment also deals with the upgrade and integration of the 3
private car parks abutting the development to ensure that the Town Centre
Development is not left half done. This would not require acquisition of this land
but assistance to ensure the public realm is brought up to standard while allowing
those retail outlets to reserve their own parking areas.

This should either be done as part of the existing project, or as part of a 'Stage 2' for
which the planning should start now so the Town Centre Upgrade will be a coherent
overall credit to the people of Downpatrick”.

22.0  Notice of Motion - LGBT+ Community

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Brown: 

'This Council opposes the harm caused to our LGBT+ community in the past through the
denial of rights and equal treatment and further recognises that discrimination still occurs
today. 

This Council acknowledges and stands against the ongoing harm the practice
of conversion therapy brings to LGBT+ people.  

This Council calls on the Minister of Communities to continue to work with the Minister of
Health and Minister of Justice to introduce an effective ban on conversion therapy within
Northern Ireland, supported by a programme of work to help tackle these practices in all
their forms.

Furthermore this Council will highlight and promote the continued support, counselling
and advocacy our local groups provide to members of the LGBT+ Community.”

23.0  Notice of Motion - Violence against Women & Girls (VAWG)
Strategy

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Owen:

This Council recognises women's concerns across the UK and ROI after the
disappearance and subsequent murder of Sarah Everard. It has placed a spotlight on the
safety of women and girls. This Council is to 

•             Request the Northern Ireland Assembly initiate a Violence Against Women &
Girls (VAWG) strategy. 



•             Endorse and promote the Women's Aid petition calling for a VAWG strategy to
be implemented.

•             To form a task force to develop a publicity campaign promoting safety apps and
engaging with the PSNI, Women's Aid and Soroptomists Great Britain and Ireland.

•             Ask other councils to do the same.

24.0  Notice of Motion - Gender Based Violence

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Hanlon:

Sinn Féin ask for this council to support  @womens_aid petition calling for a strategy to
combat violence against women and girls in the north.

This petition highlights the urgent need for a specific Violence Against Women and Girls
Strategy in the north of Ireland.

Gender-based violence has devastating impacts on the lives of thousands of women and
children in the north every year and is having a disproportionate impact on women from
minority communities.

A strategy to tackle violence against women and girls is an international human rights
obligation under the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW).

As recently as 2019, the CEDAW Committee has expressed concern over the lack of a
strategy here.

The north is the only part of these islands that does not have a specific strategy to tackle
gender-based violence.

The stark findings of the Gillen and Hate Crime reviews show that the lack of a strategy is
failing women and girls here.

We will write to the Minister for Justice begins work on developing a Violence Against
Women and Girls Strategy, as a matter of urgency.

25.0  Notice of Motion - Condemnation of the genocide against
Uighur and  Kazakh Muslims in China

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor McAteer:

This Council condemns the genocide against Uighur and Kazakh Muslims in China, up to
one million of whom have been detained in re-education camps in the Xinjiang Uighur



Autonomous Region; expresses solidarity with the Uighur and Kazakh people and the
many others living in China who face the violation of their basic human rights every day;
abhors the decision by the Member of Parliament for South Down to express solidarity
with the regime responsible for these crimes; and resolves to write formally to the
Chinese Consul General to express our horror and disgust at the treatment of these
minorities.

26.0  Notice of Motion - GP Counselling Services

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Mason:

This Council recognises that the demand for Mental Health services has been rising
considerably, even prior to the Covid-19 pandemic. It notes that there is currently a
postcode lottery in operation for GP counselling services and that residents in this district
are severely disadvantaged when accessing counselling services, compared to other
areas.  

This Council commits to:

Writing to the Minister for Health to ensure that the Mental Health Strategy commits to
end the postcode lottery for access to in house GP counselling services. 

Lobbying the South Eastern and Southern health trust to ensure adequate resources are
in place for GP surgeries to provide in house GP counselling services. 

Actively supporting the GP surgeries across our district to become fully operational
providers of counselling services, providing quick and accessible support.  

Actively promote in house GP counselling services across our district.   

27.0  Notice of Motion - Department of Health, Commitment to the
retention and expansion of Daisy Hill Hospital, Newry and
Down Hospital, Downpatrick

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Savage:

This Council calls on the Health Minister Robin Swann to reaffirm the Department of Health’s
commitment to the retention and expansion of Daisy Hill Hospital in Newry and the retention and
expansion of the Down Hospital in Downpatrick. Council notes with concern media reports that
there are plans to close half of the hospitals across the North within the next 10 years and calls
for clarity from the Minister to allay the fears of residents of this district who have had to fight to
retain vital services at our two cherished local hospitals. Council requests that the Council Chief
Executive writes to the Health Minister seeking assurances from him that there are no plans to
close or downgrade the Down Hospital or Daisy Hill Hospital within the next 10 years or beyond
and requests an urgent meeting with the Minister to discuss the future plans for our two local
hospitals to seek guarantees that neither of our two local hospitals will be downgraded or closed
as part of any future plans for the delivery of healthcare across the North.



28.0  Notice of Motion - Gender Based Violence

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Gallagher:

This Council acknowledges the prevalence and impact of violence against women and girls
locally, and throughout the world, resulting in the loss of lives, implications for the health and
wellbeing of survivors, discrimination and the violation of human rights; notes that at present
there is so specific Strategy in the North on the eradication of violence of against women and
girls, noting that we are the only part of these islands without such a strategy; calls on the Justice
Minister, supported by the Joint First Ministers, to bring forward a strategy to eliminate violence
against women and girls as matter of urgency.

In addition, this Council agrees to consider developing a financial support fund for women’s
groups across our district and declares its commitment to making our area a safe place for
everyone and acknowledges that women should feel safe in in public places everywhere. 

29.0  Notice of Motion - Mother and Baby Homes

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Howell:-

"That this Council recognises the upset and distress that the destruction of records by the
Commission of Investigation into Mother and Baby homes has caused to women, their families
and their representative groups; That this council recognises that this issue is an all-island one
and will affect survivors in the north who were sent to these homes; That this council recognises
that survivors have already waited far too long to access their records and calls on the Dublin
Government's Minister for Children, Roderic  O'Gorman, to publish without delay access to
records legislation; That this Council calls on the Minister of Children to fully support Deputy
Kathleen Funchion's Civil Registration (Amendment) Bill 2021 to ensure that all adopted people
are given unconditional access to their birth certificates; That this Council also calls on the
Executive's Minister for Health, Robin Swann, to do everything in his power, including legislate if
necessary, to preserve and protect the records from the institutions in the north and to make this
documentation easily accessible for victims and survivors"..
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