
November 28th, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 1st December 2025 at
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 3
November 2025

Action Sheet 2025 11 03.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3 November 2025
Council Minutes 2025 11 03.pdf Page 6

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 10 November 2025

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2025-11-10.pdf Page 20

6.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 13 November 2025

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2025-11-13.pdf Page 27

7.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 17 November 2025

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2025 11 17.pdf Page 34

8.0  Minutes of Sustainability & Environment Committee Meeting
held on 19 November 2025

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2025_11_19.pdf Page 38

 

9.0  Planning Section

Correspondence



10.0  Correspondence Report
Correspondence Report Council 2025 12 01.pdf Page 45

 

10.1  Correspondence from Mid Ulster Council regarding their motion on
Caoimhe's Law

Correspondence from Mid Ulster Council re Caoimhe's Law.pdf Page 48

10.2  Response from DAERA Minister Muir re NOM - ReGen Waste Storage
Operation at Warrenpoint.

Response from Minister Muir MLA.pdf Page 50

10.3  Response from CCMS Re NOM - Closure of Local Primary Schools
Response from CCMS.pdf Page 52

10.4  Correspondence from SRC re Fishing Industry Visa & Enhancement
Support

Response from SRC re Fishing Industry Visa & Enhancement Support.pdf Page 54

10.5  Response from Minister Kimmins re NOM - Resurfacing and Long Term
repair of main A Route between Kilkeel and Newcastle

Correspondence from Minister Kimmins MLA.pdf Page 56

Notices of Motion

11.0  Notice of Motion - St Louis' Grammar School, Kilkeel

(Pupils from St Louis' Grammar School, Kilkeel will be in attendance to
present their motion as winners of the Local Democracy Week event
held by the Chairperson)

"Young people need to be better prepared before voting at 18"

12.0  Notice of Motion - Caoimhe's Law

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Galbraith: 

"Caoimhé’s Law is a proposed piece of legislation aimed at addressing gaps in road safety measures,
particularly those that endanger the lives of vulnerable individuals, such as children and pedestrians. The
law is named in memory of Caoimhé O Brien, whose tragic death has galvanized families and campaigners
across Northern Ireland to push for stronger road safety measures. By supporting this motion, we take a



stand for justice and safety, and demonstrate our commitment to protecting the lives of those who are most
at risk on our roads.

This motion calls on this Council to:

• Publicly support Caoimhé’s Law;

• Write to the Minister for Justice, and to MLAs, urging them to prioritise this legislation;

• Call on the Minister for Infrastructure to begin drafting the law in consultation with families and
campaigners;

• Use Council communications and social media platforms to educate the public;

• Request the opportunity for campaign representatives to present to the relevant committee;

• And ask that other councils across Northern Ireland join us in enforcing and promoting this campaign."

13.0  Notice of Motion - Physician's Associates

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Rice: 

"This Council voices its dismay that the Department of Health has continued to fund this bespoke course,
while the previous graduating classes have not been able to secure a job within the North.

This Council recognises the acute pressure our hospitals are under and voices its frustration that many
graduates are being forced to leave these shores once they graduate.

This Council calls on the Department of Health to act on the findings of the Leng Review and allocate
funding for the positions of Physician Associates within our Hospitals and GP surgeries."

 

14.0  Notice of Motion - Parking

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Kearns:

"That this Council recognises the importance of revitalising our town centres and the challenges of parking
in Newry city and Downpatrick; acknowledges the need to encourage people to shop locally; further
recognises that workers, businesses and shoppers need access to parking and that availability of parking
is an asset to the economic development of the area; also acknowledges the commitment of the Minister
for Infrastructure to assess all options to ease pressure in relation to on-street parking and to make on-
street parking free on public holidays. 

Calls on Council officials to introduce appropriate parking incentives for off-street car parks in time for the
retail rush ahead of Christmas. 

This can take the form of one hour free and/or a reduced rate for multiple hours – three hours for £1
making it easier and more attractive for people to shop locally is in the interests of workers, shoppers and
businesses, and will lead to greater local economic activity."



15.0  Notice of Motion - Closing of the Down Recorder

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Bowsie: 

"Newry, Mourne & Down District Council expresses our sadness at the loss of our district’s oldest
newspaper.

The Down Recorder has been a trusted source of local news since 1836, capturing our district’s highest
and lowest points for almost two centuries. As a district council, we thank the Down Recorder for their
dedication to local news and sport over the decades.

Print media captures an array of local news and culture that online media cannot and losing this publication
is a great loss for our district. Thus, we express our concern at losing one of our main sources of local
journalism and convey our continued support for the important role local news outlets have in local
democracy."

16.0  Notice of Motion - Watercourses

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Truesdale:

"That this council conducts a scoping exercise and creates an available map of watercourses throughout
the district where they are the Riparian owners meaning they are responsible for their maintenance and
conducts a survey into their condition and any works required, e.g. dredging, and clearing of debris.
Presents a report of costs involved and returns it to council/committee for decision. To write to DfI Rivers
with this information outlining watercourses DfI are responsible for ensuring the free flow of to alleviate
flooding and to assist land drainage

This council presents a clear timeline with repairs for the retaining walls of the Shimna River Newcastle as

well as a plan, in conjunction with DfI, for the Shimna River weir."

17.0  Notice of Motion - Water Quality

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Finn:

"Newry Mourne and Down District council notes with disappointment recent figures that suggest water
quality levels at two lakes in the district were of poor quality; recognises the environmental importance of
ensuring our District has clean bodies of water: further recognises the economic potential of ensuring
bodies of water such as Newry Canal and Camlough lake are clean and fit for use; and will work with
DAERA and other external bodies to support improvements to water quality"

18.0  Notice of Motion - Newcastle Flooding

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Devlin:



"That this Council notes with deep concern the recent flooding events in Newcastle, which caused
significant distress and disruption to residents; recognises that timely maintenance of gullies, drains and
land is essential to reducing flood risk; and therefore calls on the Department for Infrastructure and DAERA
to work together, as a matter of urgency, to: implement a regular programme of inspection, clearance and
maintenance of gullies, drains and associated infrastructure in Newcastle, particularly in known flood risk
areas; including the need for NI Water to expedite their hydraulic modelling review of the sewerage system
serving Marguerite and the surrounding area, publish their results and identify a permanent solution;
ensure DAERA-owned or managed lands are maintained to facilitate the free flow of water and prevent
blockages; and that both departments engage with this Council, local elected representatives and the
Newcastle RCRG to identify priority locations and establish clear lines of accountability and communication
ahead of future heavy rainfall events, so that every reasonable step is taken to prevent future flooding and
protect local homes, businesses and community facilities."
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