
October 28th, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 3rd November
2025 at 6:00 pm in  Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 6 October
2025

Copy to follow

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6 October 2025
Council Minutes 2025 10 06.pdf Page 1

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 29 September
2025

Special Council Minutes - 2025-09-29.pdf Page 24

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Audit Committee held 25 September 2025
Audit Committee Minute 2025-09-25.pdf Page 28

7.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 13 September 2025

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2025-10-13.pdf Page 34

8.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 16 October 2025

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2025-10-16.pdf Page 39

9.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 20 October 2025

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2025 10 20.pdf Page 47

10.0  Minutes of Sustainability & Environment Committee Meeting



held on 22 October 2025

Copy to follow

 

11.0  Planning Section

Correspondence

12.0  Correspondence Report

 

12.1  Response from Minister for Infrastructure in response to NOM,
Resurfacing of main A Route between Kilkeel and Newcastle
(C/137/2025)

Response from Minister for Infrastructure in response to NOM Resurfacing of main
A Route between Kilkeel and Newcastle (C.137.2025).pdf

Page 53

12.2  Correspondence from Mid Ulster District Council
Correspondence from Mid Ulster Council.pdf Page 55

12.3  Response from NI Office re NOM - Voting Age Reduction
Response from the NIO re NOM - Voting Age C.120.2025.pdf Page 57

12.4  Response from the Office of the Secretary General to the President
regarding NOM - Irish President (C/136/2025)

Response from President Higgins.pdf Page 60

12.5  Response from SEHSCT re Enhancement of Services at Down Hospital
C/058/2025)

Response from SEHSCT re Enhancement of Services at Down Hospital
C.058.2025.pdf

Page 61

12.6  Response from Health Minister re NOM - Ladies with Letters
Response from Health Minister re NOM - Ladies with Letters C.153.2025.pdf Page 63

Notices of Motion

13.0  Notice of Motion - Reporting of Criminal Damage

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Hanna:



"This council should report all incidents of criminal damage to council property to PSNI, promptly, asap
after damage has been discovered. This is to assist police building a picture of criminal damage in an area,
so resources can be secured by local police to address the problem."

14.0  Notice of Motion - Closure of Local Primary Schools

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillors A King & Tinnelly: 

"That this Council notes with deep concern the proposal to close St. Malachy’s Primary School Kilclief, it
recognises the deep roots and longstanding contribution of the schools to community life, and
acknowledges the strong opposition to closure from parents, staff, pupils and residents, Council further
believes that all efforts should be made to explore viable alternatives to closure, including the potential
expansion of special educational needs (SEN) provision on the existing site, to serve families across the
wider district, and will therefore write to the Council for Catholic Maintained Schools (CCMS) urging them to
suspend the closure proposal and to engage meaningfully with the local community on sustainable
alternatives; and request that the Education Authority and the Department of Education explore
opportunities to invest in and expand SEN provision at the St. Malachy’s site to meet growing regional
demand."

15.0  Notice of Motion - Revitalisation Project

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Feehan: 

"This Council acknowledges the ongoing issue of dereliction and dilapidation in town and city centres
across the District. 

Council recognises that the revitalisation of these derelict and dilapidated buildings is crucial, not only for
the aesthetic renewal of our towns but also for unlocking the potential of underutilised spaces, creating new
opportunities for business, and enhancing both civic pride and quality of life for residents.

Accordingly, this Council calls for the establishment of a pilot programme aimed at incentivising the
restoration and redevelopment of vacant and derelict properties in Newry and Downpatrick. This pilot
programme should focus on providing financial incentives, such as grants, low-interest loans, or other
forms of support, to property owners who are committed to refurbishing these buildings to bring them back
into productive use.

This Council also requests that a report be brought to the relevant committee within 3 months outlining the
steps to develop the pilot programme, including potential eligibility criteria, financial incentives, available
funding sources from existing government initiatives, and timelines for implementation. Additionally,
Council is requested to explore collaboration with government agencies, including the Department for
Communities, the Department for Infrastructure, and other relevant bodies, to co-opt existing funding
mechanisms such as the Urban Regeneration and Community Development (URCD) schemes or
Neighbourhood Renewal funding to support this initiative."

 

16.0  Notice of Motion - Festival for Newry City

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Finn:



"Newry, Mourne and Down District Council commends the work and success of Eats and Beats, Footsteps
in the Forest and Wake the Giant and agree to commencing work towards a festival for Newry City."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Mr Alan Beggs

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Cllr Jim Brennan

Mr Gerard Byrne

Cllr Pete Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Cllr William Clarke

Cllr Laura Devlin

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Killian Feehan

Cllr Doire Finn

Ms Lynne Fitzsimons

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Mr Conor Haughey

Cllr Martin Hearty

Cllr Roisin Howell

Cllr Tierna Howie

Ms Catherine Hughes

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Joanne/Noelle Johnston

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Cllr Aurla King

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Mickey Larkin

Cllr David Lee-Surginor

Cllr Alan Lewis

Cllr Oonagh Magennis

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Aidan Mathers

Cllr Declan McAteer

Cllr Leeanne McEvoy

Cllr Kate Murphy

Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Declan Murphy



Sinead Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Ruth Rooney

Cllr Michael Ruane

Mr Conor Sage

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward

Cllr Helena Young
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