
September 1st, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 1st September
2025 at 6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 4 August
2025
For Information

Action Sheet 2025 08 04.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 4 August 2025
For Approval

Council Minutes 2025 08 04.pdf Page 6

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting held on 31 July 2025
For Approval

Audit Committee Minutes 2025-07-31.pdf Page 21

6.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 11 August 2025
For Approval

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2025-08-11.pdf Page 31

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 14 August 2025
For Approval

Update on SPR/119/2025:

Dear Sir/Madam,

We recently wrote to you to invite your Council to be represented on a Tour to the Gallipoli peninsula,
Turkey in October to commemorate the 110th Anniversary of the actions of the 10th Irish Division, a
Division recruited from throughout Ireland.

We regret that although the response from Councils in Northern Ireland has been most positive the
response from Councils in the Republic of Ireland has been disappointing, and we therefore have not the



numbers to make the visit viable.

We have therefore reluctantly decided to postpone the Tour until next Spring and we will be in contact with
a revised invitation in due course,

Yours Sincerely,

Robert Williamson

Chairman, Dalaradia Cultural and Historical Society 

 *Further Update also attached*

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2025-08-14.pdf Page 37

Gallipoli Commemoration.pdf Page 46

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 18 August 2025
For Approval

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2025 08 18.pdf Page 47

9.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting
held on 19 August 2025
For Approval

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2025_08_19.pdf Page 61

 

10.0  Planning Section

Correspondence

11.0  Correspondence Report
For Information

Correspondence Report Council 2025 09 01.pdf Page 67

11.1  Responses from Minister for Infrastructure, NIEA and Minister of
Agriculture, Environment & Rural Affairs re: Motion, ReGen Waste
Warrenpoint

For Information
C.110.2025 Response from Minister for Infrastructure NOM ReGen Waste Page 70



Warrenpoint.pdfC.110.2025 Response from NIEA NOM ReGen Waste Warrenpoint.pdf Page 71

C.110.2025 Response from Minister of Agriculture Environment and Rural Affairs
ReGen Waste Warrenpoint.pdf

Page 72

11.2  Response from Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs re
Motion - Nutrient Action Plan

C.109.2025 Response from Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
NOM NAP.pdf

Page 75

11.3  Response received from Arts Council re NOM Funding Cuts
C.122.2025 Response from Arts Council re NOM - Funding Cuts.pdf Page 77

C.122.2025 Response from Department for Communities re NOM - Funding
Cuts.pdf

Page 79

11.4  NILGA Executive Summary
NILGA Executive Summary August 2025 meeting.pdf Page 81

Notices of Motion

12.0  Notice of Motion - President of Ireland

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Sharvin (deferred from August 2025):

"This Council fully acknowledges the outstanding 14 years President Michael D Higgins has served to his
country and the people of this island. Championing equality, inclusion, human rights, and civic ethics —
often speaking out on social justice and global solidarity. He notably undertook the first-ever state visit by
an Irish President to the UK in April 2014, marking a significant step in post Troubles reconciliation and
international diplomacy. 

This Council will write to President Higgins to thank him for his commitment, passion, and duty of service to
the people across this island". 

13.0  Notice of Motion - Resurfacing and Long Term Repair of Main
A route between Kilkeel and Newcastle

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Devlin:

“Noting with concern the ongoing deterioration of the main A route between Newcastle, Kilkeel and onto
Rostrevor recognising its strategic importance for local residents, businesses and the tourism economy,
and expressing frustration at the continued lack of proper resurfacing, this Council agrees to write to the
Infrastructure Minister Liz Kimmins MLA to request that this road be prioritised for full resurfacing and long-
term repair.”



 

1.0  Notice of Motion - Real Living Wage Accreditation

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Hanlon:

"This Council supports the Real Living Wage and believes that all workers including casual staff and
agency workers deserve fair pay that reflects the cost of living. We note that Belfast City Council and Ards
and North Down Borough Council are accredited Real Living Wage employers. The Executive has also
formally became an accredited Real Living Wage Employer. This means all staff including agency and
contract workers receive at least the Real Living Wage, above the British government's statutory minimum
wage, bringing real benefits: improved staff morale, better retention, stronger recruitment, and a clear
statement of commitment to fairness and workers' rights.

Becoming a Real Living Wage employer also strengthens our leadership role in promoting social value
through procurement and sets a positive example for businesses and organisations across our District.

therefore, this Council agrees to:

1. Bring forward a plan in consultation with Advice NI and other key stakeholders to implement the Real
Living Wage across all staff categories, including casual workers and agency staff.

2. Work toward accreditation with the Living Wage Foundation and aim to become a fully accredited Real
Living Wage employer.

3. Bring a report to Council outlining options, costs, and a proposed timeline to deliver these changes.

We believe fair pay is a foundation of dignity in work and essential to building a stronger, fairer local
economy."

15.0  Notice of Motion - 'Ladies with Letters' campaign

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Finn:

"Newry, Mourne and Down recognises the courage and bravery of the 'ladies with letters' campaign group
who are representing 17,500 women, will amplify their frustration with the Department of Health and will
write to the Minister of Health to show our support for their continued calls for an independent inquiry."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Fionnuala Branagh

Cllr Jim Brennan

Cllr Pete Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Cllr William Clarke

Cllr Laura Devlin

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Killian Feehan

Cllr Doire Finn

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Cllr Martin Hearty

Cllr Roisin Howell

Cllr Tierna Howie

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Joanne/Noelle Johnston

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Mrs Sheila Kieran

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Mickey Larkin

Cllr David Lee-Surginor

Cllr Alan Lewis

Cllr Oonagh Magennis

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Aidan Mathers

Cllr Declan McAteer

Cllr Leeanne McEvoy

Cllr Kate Murphy

Cllr Selina Murphy

Sinead Murphy

Cllr Declan Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly



Cllr Michael Rice

Cllr Michael Ruane

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Conor Smyth

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward

Cllr Helena Young
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