
August 1st, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 4th August 2025 at 
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 7 July 2025
For Information

Action Sheet 2025 07 07.pdf Page 1

4.0  Call-in from Planning Committee held on 19th June 2025

Call in on Planning Application LA07/2023/2274/F - Lands at Abbey Way Multi-Storey Car Park Mill Street
& Lower Water Street, Newry - Proposed Civic Hub Building accommodating Council room, meetings
rooms, Council offices and associated ancillary accommodation. Associated public realm works to part of
existing surface car park.

4.1  Call-in from Planning Committee held on 19th June 2025

This item is deemed to be exempt under paragraph 5 of Part 1 of Schedule 6 of the Local
Government Act (Northern Ireland) 2014 - information relating information in relation to which
a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings. and the
public may, by resolution, be excluded during this item of business.

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

5.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7 July 2025
For Approval

Council Minutes 2025 07 07.pdf Page 5

6.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 26 June 2025
For Approval

Special Council Minutes - 2025-06-26.pdf Page 22

 

7.0  Planning Section

There were no issues arising.

Correspondence

8.0  Correspondence Report



Correspondence Report Council 2025 08 04.pdf Page 29

 

8.1  Letter from from Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council re: Motion,
second homes and short-term holiday rentals

Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council re second homes and short term
holiday rentals.pdf

Page 31

8.2  Letter from Derry City & Strabane District Council re: Motion, Call for
central government policy and guidance on applications for data centres

Derry City and Strabane District Council re Data Centres.pdf Page 33

8.3  Correspondence from Department for Environment, Food and Rural
Affairs re Notice Of Motion – Fishing Industry Visa and Enhancement
Support

Response from DEFRA.pdf Page 37

Conferences/Events

9.0  Conference
Conference attendance.pdf Page 39

Notices of Motion

10.0  Notice of Motion - Voting age to be reduced to 16

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Andrews:

"Newry, Mourne and Down District Council welcomes the announcement that the voting age is to be
reduced from 18 to 16 ahead of the next Council and Assembly elections in 2027.

Young people deserve a say in who represents them and the future of this island.

This Council calls on the UK government to work with Stormont to ensure the legalisation is implemented
successfully".

11.0  Notice of Motion - President of Ireland

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Sharvin:

"This Council fully acknowledges the outstanding 14 years President Michael D Higgins has served to his
country and the people of this island. Championing equality, inclusion, human rights, and civic ethics —



often speaking out on social justice and global solidarity. He notably undertook the first-ever state visit by
an Irish President to the UK in April 2014, marking a significant step in post Troubles reconciliation and
international diplomacy. 

This Council will write to President Higgins to thank him for his commitment, passion, and duty of service to
the people across this island". 

12.0  Notice of Motion - Funding cuts by the Arts Council to the
National Youth Choir

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Finn:

"Newry Mourne and Down District Council expresses disappointment and sadness at the funding cuts by
the Arts Council to the National Youth Choir of Northern Ireland, acknowledges the significant cultural
impact the organisation has on music in Northern Ireland, and calls on the Minister for Communities and
Arts Council to intervene to prevent the closure".

13.0  Notice of Motion - CAR-T Cell Therapy

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Feehan:

"That this Council:

Recognises the urgent need for patients in Northern Ireland requiring CAR-T cell therapy to have timely
and compassionate access to treatment closer to home.

Notes with deep sadness the death of Catherine Sherry, who passed away on 12th May 2025, aged just
42, in King’s College Hospital, London, while receiving CAR-T treatment.

Commends the courage and commitment of Fergal Sherry and his sons, who are now advocating for CAR-
T treatment to be made available to Northern patients at St James’s Hospital in Dublin.

Acknowledges that the Department of Health in the Republic has an existing Memorandum of
Understanding on All-Island Cancer Services, signed following the Good Friday Agreement in 1999 and
renewed in 2021, which provides a framework for cross-border cooperation in oncology.

Further recognises that CAR-T treatment will not be available in Northern Ireland until 2030/31 at the
earliest, and that access to St James’s Hospital — where CAR-T services are already in place — would
allow patients to receive treatment within driving distance of home, with the vital support of their families.

We therefore call on:

1. The NI Department of Health to immediately begin negotiations with their counterparts in the Republic to
secure access to CAR-T therapy at St James’s Hospital for eligible Northern Ireland patients;

2. The Irish Government to support and facilitate this cooperation as a matter of urgency;

3. This Council to write formally to Ministers Mike Nesbitt and Jennifer Carroll MacNeill requesting their



intervention;

4. Other councils across Northern Ireland to support this motion and stand in solidarity with Fergal Sherry,
his family, and all others who may face similar hardship".

14.0  Notice of Motion - Autism Friendly Towns

The following Notice of Motion was received from Councillor Truesdale:

"Acknowledging the Councils good work in the promotion of Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Masterclasses
for Employers. That this Council reinstates the action to continue the Promotion of Newcastle as an Autism
Friendly town in the next Disability Action Plan as this was not included to sit within the finalised Disability
Action Plan 2023-2027 and that the learning from this initiative now extends to all towns across the district
in the next Action Plan. In the interim period Council sets up the disability forum and returns with regular
progress updates on the inclusion of neurodiversity within the Disability Action Plan. This would include
using best practice from Autism charities and Neurodiversity partnerships and the setting up of learning
and awareness events".
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