
May 2nd, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Tuesday, 6th May 2025 at 6:00
pm in  Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 7 April
2025
For Information

Action Sheet 2025 04 07.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7 April 2025
For Approval

Council Minutes 2025 04 07.pdf Page 9

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 31 March 2025
For Approval

Special Council Minutes - 2025-03-31.pdf Page 33

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 14 April 2025
For Approval

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2025-04-14.pdf Page 35

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 17 April 2025
For Approval

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2025-04-17.pdf Page 41

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 28 April 2025
For Approval

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2025 04 28.pdf Page 49



9.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting
held on 29 April 2025
For Approval

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2025_04_29.pdf Page 54

 

10.0  Planning Section

There were no issues arising.

Correspondence

11.0  Correspondence Report
For Information

Correspondence Report Council 2025 05 06.pdf Page 58

11.1  Correspondence from Mid Ulster District Council

For Information
Mid Ulster District Council re NOM NI Road Traffic Law.pdf Page 60

11.2  Response from Scottish Government: Fishing Industry Visa &
Enhancement Support

For Information
Response from Scottish Govt Fishing Industry Visa and Enhancement Support.pdf Page 62

Notices of Motion

12.0  Notice of Motion - 'Nip It In The Bud' Campaign

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Galbraith:

"That this Council notes the importance of farmers and rural dwellers to our society; recognises that
farmers, agricultural workers and people living in rural communities can have lower access to cancer
services due to the nature of their work and often living in isolated areas; we also recognise the impact that
a cancer diagnosis can have on a family business such as a family farm, including housing, the extending
family and the welfare of livestock; endorses the 'Nip It In The Bud' campaign delivered by the Farming
Community Network in partnership with Macmillan Cancer Support and acknowledges the benefits to the
rural community; pledges to do all we can to raise awareness and save lives, particularly using our social
media platforms, to help rural dwellers in this Council area be aware of the symptoms of cancer and to
seek immediate medical advice if necessary, as evidence demonstrates that early diagnosis and treatment
can save lives."



13.0  Notice of Motion - Mourne Mountain Gateway Project

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Truesdale:

"This Council notes the recent announcement that the National Trust has paused discussions with Newry,
Mourne and Down District Council regarding the Mourne Mountain Gateway Project. The Council further
notes the widespread concern expressed by residents across the district, and recognises that progressing
this project in the absence of a secured lease presents significant financial and legal risks. This Council
therefore agrees to:

pause all further work and expenditure relating to the Mourne Mountain Gateway
Project until clarity is obtained regarding the position of the National Trust; 
undertake a full review of the project, including the exploration of viable and
sustainable alternative proposals to the gondola element of the project - such as
the development of a visitor centre in Donard Park - to improve access and
enhance tourism in the Mournes."

14.0  Notice of Motion - Funding to Pre-School Groups

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Andrews:

"Newry, Mourne and Down District Council expresses its deepest concern relating to the lack of available
funding to pre-school groups across our District. This Council fully supports groups such as Little Stars Pre-
School in Killyleagh who at this time are making strenuous efforts to secure the necessary funding through
the Pathfinder Programme to maintain, enhance and continue the excellent standard of education and care
that they provide to the community. We call upon the Education Minister and the Education Authority to
expedite and release much needed funding to enable groups to do what they know best, providing a
service of care and professionalism to their pupils."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Fionnuala Branagh

Cllr Jim Brennan

Mr Gerard Byrne

Cllr Pete Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Cllr William Clarke

Cllr Laura Devlin

Ms Louise Dillon

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Killian Feehan

Cllr Doire Finn

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Cllr Martin Hearty

Cllr Roisin Howell

Cllr Tierna Howie

Ms Catherine Hughes

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Mrs Sheila Kieran

Cllr Cathal King

Cllr Mickey Larkin

Cllr David Lee-Surginor

Cllr Alan Lewis

Cllr Oonagh Magennis

Mr Conor Mallon

Cllr Aidan Mathers

Cllr Declan McAteer

Cllr Leeanne McEvoy

Maureen/Joanne Morgan/Johnston

Sinead Murphy

Cllr Kate Murphy

Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Declan Murphy



Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Cllr Michael Ruane

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward

Cllr Helena Young
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