
April 2nd, 2025

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 7th April 2025 at 6:00
pm in  Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 3 March
2025

Action Sheet 2025 03 03.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 3 March 2025
Council Minutes 2025 03 03.pdf Page 5

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting held on 20 February 2025
Audit Committee Minutes 2025-02-20.pdf Page 18

6.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 10 March 2025

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2025-03-10.pdf Page 27

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 13 March 2025

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2025-03-13.pdf Page 32

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 18 March 2025

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2025 03 18.pdf Page 40

9.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting
held on 19 March 2025

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2025_03_19.pdf Page 44

10.0  Minutes of Special Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee



Meeting held on 24 March 2025
Special Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2025-03-24.pdf Page 50

 

11.0  Planning Section

FOR DECISION P/006/2025: 

NOTICE OF MOTION – SECTION 76 ORDER, DOWNPATRICK EASTERN DISTRIBUTOR ROAD

Read: Report from Mr J McGilly, Assistant Director of Economy, Regeneration & Tourism,
regarding Notice of Motion – Section 76 Order, Downpatrick Eastern Distributor Road. (Copy
circulated)

Councillor Enright queried why the item was to be held in closed session, to which Mr McGilly advised that
it was a matter of policy that was to be debated with potential references to lands that were currently
subject to development. AGREED: On the proposal of Councillor Campbell, seconded by Councillor D
Murphy it was agreed to note the recommendations as contained in the Officer’s Report and that more
information be brought back on the issue.

Correspondence

12.0  Correspondence Report
Correspondence Report Council 2025 04 07.pdf Page 55

12.1  National Association of Councillors – Council’s 2025 Local Enterprise
Champions

INVITATION FINAL NAC Enterprise Champions to Chief Executives 03032025.pdf Page 58

12.2  Correspondence from Derry City & Strabane District Council
Letter from Derry City Strabane District Council Trump's White House.pdf Page 62

12.3  Response from Minister for Health: Consultation on Hospitals, Creating
a Network for Better Outcomes

Reply from Minister for Health C0282025 NOM Depart of Health Consultation on
Hospital Reconfiguration Framework Daisy Hill Hospital.pdf

Page 64

12.4  Response from Ards and North Down Borough Council: Gender Based
Violence Against Women

Response from Ards and North Down Borough Council C1882024 NOM Gender
Based Violence Against Women.pdf

Page 68



12.5  Northern Ireland Housing Council Minutes - 13 February 2025
Housing Council Minutes - 13th February 2025.pdf Page 69

12.6  Response from HM Treasury: Notice of Motion C/181/2024 - Inheritance
Tax

Response from HM Treasury re NOM C1812025 Inheritance Tax.pdf Page 76

12.7  Correspondence from Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Motion: 
Motion on Diversity and Inclusion

Fermanagh and Omagh District Council Motion re Diversity and Inclusion Motion
March Council.pdf

Page 81

12.8  Response from DAERA re Fishing Industry Visa and Enhancement
Support

Response from DAERA re Fishing Industry Visa.pdf Page 82

12.9  Response from Health Minister re Learning Disability Service Model
Reply from Minister for Health C0442025 Notice of Motion.pdf Page 84

Conferences/Events

13.0  Request from Councillors to attend Conferences
Conference attendance.pdf Page 88

Conference Feedback Form.pdf Page 90

Notices of Motion

14.0  Notice of Motion - Enhancement of Services at the Downe

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Galbraith:

"Noting the contents and lack of detail within the Department of Health’s Hospitals - Creating A Network
For Better Outcomes document, and expressing its concern that after many years of public campaigning,
this Council disputes that no recognition is given to the current Level 2 status of the Downe Hospital, and
disagrees with the categorisation of the Downe as similar to other hospitals with minimal service delivery,
this Council calls on the Department of Health to consider enhancing the classification of the Downe within
its future hospital reconfiguration policy, and for the South Eastern Trust to continually review the potential
for the safe enhancement of services at the Downe."

15.0  Notice of Motion - Removal of Red Telephone Boxes

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Lewis:



“Council Notes with Concern the Removal of Red Telephone Boxes

This Council notes with concern the impact of BT’s decision to remove a number of red telephone boxes
across the district. These iconic telephone boxes hold historical and cultural significance within our
communities, and their removal would represent a loss to the character of our towns and villages.

The Council further notes the imminent removal of these telephone boxes and expresses support for their
retention in prominent locations where feasible. 

In light of this, the Council seeks to explore options for the adoption of these telephone boxes for
community use through BT’s ‘Adopt a Kiosk’ scheme at a limited charge.

The Council calls for an investigation into the potential repurposing of these telephone boxes to serve
community needs, including their use as defibrillator stations, book exchanges, or local information hubs,
and urges engagement with BT and relevant stakeholders to facilitate this process”.

16.0  Notice of Motion - Paramilitary Groups Transitions from
Violence and Crime

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Howie:

“That this Council categorically opposes proposals from the UK and Irish Governments to appoint an
independent expert to scope out a new process of engagement for to bring about paramilitary group
transitions to disbandment; agrees that, more than 25 years after the signing of the Good Friday
Agreement, there is no place for paramilitarism in our society, and that such groups should either
immediately disband or face a robust law enforcement approach like other organised crime gangs;
welcomes the work of the Executive Programme on Paramilitarism and Organised Crime; and agrees to
write to the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and the Taoiseach to call for them to abandon plans for
this paramilitary transition scoping and engagement exercise and reinvest the associated funding in law
enforcement approaches to paramilitary activity”.

17.0  Notice of Motion - Fossil Fuel Non-Proliferation Treaty & Air
Quality Management Areas

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Truesdale:

“Recognising Northern Ireland’s commitment to achieve net zero by 2050, and Newry Mourne and
Down’s previous motion recognising a climate emergency, Council will endorse the Fossil Fuel Non-
Proliferation Treaty, an initiative to secure an international and legally binding treaty to phase out fossil
fuels and will write to the Northern Ireland Executive urging them to support this initiative. In line with this
commitment, it will also review the effectiveness of the council’s Air Quality Management Areas (AQMA),
and whether the number of air quality monitor stations can be expanded throughout the district”.

18.0  Notice of Motion - Cost of Living Crisis

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Hanlon:

"This Council recognises the cost-of-living crisis continues to have a deep impact on workers and families
and our most vulnerable;



Acknowledges that planned cuts announced by the British Government to the welfare benefits system are
attack on the most vulnerable in our community and we must stand together against them;

Notes the concern that since coming into office that this British Government has targeted the most
vulnerable by cutting winter fuel payments and entitlement to Personal Income Protection;

In voicing our opposition to these cuts;

This Council will publicly outline our opposition as a voice of our citizens;  We will write to the British
Government outlining our opposition and calling for them to reverse this decision;  and we will actively
engage with groups and organisations working in this field to give public expression of our opposition to
these cuts".

19.0  Notice of Motion - Outdoor Adventure Revamp of Delamont
Country Park

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Bowsie: 

"This Council recognises the magnificent 200-acre landscape of Delamont Country Park on the shores of
Strangford Lough and its untapped tourism potential close to the greater Belfast area.

Acknowledges that following the success of the miniature railway over 25 years ago, it is important that the
Council invests in innovative new experiences, particularly for the secondary school age. 

Calls for market research to be conducted into the potential of Delamont being home to a major new
outdoor adventure that utilises its scenic drumlins and shoreline, and thus would make Delamont a
landmark tourist attraction for the north of the district".

20.0  Notice of Motion - Newry Canal

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Feehan:

"This Council reaffirms its commitment to the regeneration of Newry Canal to realise its full potential as a
key recreation, tourism, biodiversity, and economic development asset. 

Council will write to the following local authorities and statutory bodies, in pursuit of best practice learnings,
and to request information sharing on waterways strategies and management plans;

Fermanagh & Omagh District Council, Leitrim County Council and Cavan County
Council (Shannon-Erne Waterway)
Derry City & Strabane District Council (Foyle Maritime Festival)
Birmingham City Council (Birmingham Canal Navigations)
Waterways Ireland

Council will write to the following bodies to request a breakdown of their funding prioirities and to identify
synergies between funding opportunities and the regeneration of Newry Canal:



The Shared Island Unit
The Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB)
The UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF)."

21.0  Notice of Motion - Endometriosis

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Devlin:

"Welcoming news that relugolix combination therapy has been approved by NICE for NHS England which
will help approximately 1,000 women per year suffering from endometriosis; noting that this therapy will be
of use to women who have explored multiple other interventions to treat endometriosis, this Council stands
with the many women across our society suffering from endometriosis who have been ignored, or made to
feel that their symptoms were exaggerated, affirms that menstrual taboos are unhelpful and detrimental to
our society, will write to the Department of Health to seek an update on the efficacy of relugolix
combination therapy, and seek views on the possibility of its introduction here, and commits to ending
menstrual taboos in this District to allow women the space to be heard and believed when discussing
menstrual health."
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