
November 4th, 2024

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 4th November 2024 at
6:00 pm in  Council Chamber, Downshire Civic Centre.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

Apologies received from Councillors McEvoy, 

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 7 October
2024
For Information

Action Sheet Council Meeting 2024 10 07.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7 October 2024
For Approval

Council Minutes 2024 10 07.pdf Page 5

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Economy, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 14 October 2024

Economy Regeneration and Tourism Minutes 2024 10 14.pdf Page 16

6.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 17 October 2024

Strategy Policy & Resources Committee Meeting Minutes 2024-10-17.pdf Page 22

7.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 21 October 2024

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 2024 10 21.pdf Page 30

8.0  Minutes of Sustainability & Environment Committee Meeting
held on 23 October 2024

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2024_10_23.pdf Page 35

9.0 Minutes of Audit Committee Meeting held 19 September 2024  



Audit Committee Minutes 2024-09-19.pdf Page 39

Correspondence

10.0  Correspondence Report
For Information

Correspondence Report Council 2024 11 04.docx Page 48

10.1  Correspondence from Voice of Young People in Care

For Information
Correspondence from Voice of Young People in Care.pdf Page 51

10.2  Correspondence from Fermanagh & Omagh District Council

For Information
Correspondence from Fermanagh and Omagh District Council.pdf Page 53

10.3  Correspondence from BBC NI and Department for Communities

For Information
Correspondence from BBC NI.pdf Page 54

Correspondence from Department for Communities.pdf Page 56

10.4  Correspondence from Executive Office

For Information
Correspondence from Executive Office.pdf Page 57

10.5  Correspondence from NILGOSC

For Information
Correspondence from NILGOSC.pdf Page 59

10.6  Correspondence from Department for Infrastructure

For Information
Correspondence from Department for Infrastructure.pdf Page 60

10.7  Correspondence from National Association of Councillors

For Information
Correspondence from NAC UK.pdf Page 61



Notices of Motion

11.0  Notice of Motion - Section 76 Order, Downpatrick Eastern
Distributor Road

Notice of Motion from Councillor Enright:

"Council notes Council minutes of 9th April 2018 and file note of meeting with DfI Permanent Secretary of
9th March 2018. Council unanimously supported the Permanent Secretary's suggestion that Council's
Section 76 powers be used to help build out the Downpatrick Eastern Distributor Road.

The Chief Executive undertook to bring forward a policy paper using Council's section 76 power to levy
developers on the Eastern and Southern side of Downpatrick for a contribution to the cost of the
Downpatrick Eastern Distributor Road. Council notes that the DEDR is intended ultimately to connect the
Downe Campus, Council HQ and Hospital to the Belfast Road  per the Area Plan and will largely be
delivered by private finance according to DfI.

Council directs that this paper be brought forward in the current financial year so as to create a fair and
equitable balance between those developers who are voluntarily building out sections of this road and
those who are making no contribution. Council notes that several hundred units have been completed on
zoned land in the area relevant to the DEDR since 2018. Council regrets the loss of potential hypothecated
income needed to build out the road".

12.0  Notice of Motion - Failure of Raise Programme in Tackling
Educational Underachievement

Notice of Motion received from Councillor O'Hare:

"That this Council recognises that socio-economic background is the biggest predictor of educational
underachievement; acknowledges that a range of targeted interventions across government are required to
tackle the issue and give children and young people the opportunity to reach their potential; welcomes the
allocation of over £20 million from the Shared Island fund to help tackle educational underachievement;
regrets that the resulting RAISE programme’s eligibility formula excludes many schools in some of the
most deprived working class communities; further regrets that, by design, this programme will not deliver
based on objective need; and calls on the Minister of Education to replace the RAISE programme with a
new programme which will target support to the schools and children that, based on objective evidence,
need it most".

13.0  Notice of Motion - Establishment of a Newry Canal
Regeneration Taskforce

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Feehan:

"Council recognises the poor condition of Newry Canal and the significant untapped potential of our inland
waterways as tourism, heritage and ecological assets, calls for a multi-agency response to lead the
regeneration of Newry Canal, and will request the support of ABC Council in writing to both the Minister for
Infrastructure and the Minister of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs to request the urgent
establishment of a Newry Canal regeneration taskforce that will work in partnership to deliver on the
potential of our inland waterways".



14.0  Notice of Motion - Daisy Hill Maternity Services

Notice of Motion received from Councillor S Murphy:

"This Council notes with concern the serious issues affecting maternity services across the Southern Trust,
with a potential risk to Daisy Hill maternity services.

This Council supports the retention of Maternity services at Daisy Hill Hospital, and acknowledges the work
of the management and staff who provide excellent care to mothers and babies. 

That this Council agrees to write to the Minister for Health and CEO of The Southern Trust, to note NMD
Council’s support for full retention of Maternity services at Daisy Hill; further calls on the Southern Trust to
fully commit to protecting maternity services, to ensure mothers and babies across the Southern Trust have
access to a safe and equitable service".

 

15.0  Notice of Motion - Vaping

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Kearns:

"That this Council  recognises that the 2024 Northern Ireland Audit Office report on tackling the public
health impacts of smoking and vaping, shows an increase in 11-16 year olds vaping;

This Council is concerned that children vaping in schools is detrimental to a child's health and educational
outcomes;

Agrees that greater awareness must be raised with children in schools about the risks of vaping; 

Acknowledges that teachers and school staff must have the support and resources they require to raise
awareness and inform children on the risks of vaping; 

We agreed to write to the Minister of Education and Minister for Heath urging them to bring forward a plan
to end vaping in school grounds and to reduce the number of young people vaping:

We will also write to all other Councils in the North asking for their support in tacking this issue".

16.0  Notice of Motion - Professional Running Track

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Devlin:

"Acknowledging the sterling contribution made on the international athletic stage by local athletes from
Newry Mourne and Down, this Council regrets the current lack of a professional running track within the
east of the district, and commits to carrying out a desktop review of all publicly available land in East Down
that could accommodate a professional running track, with a view to delivering on this much needed sports



amenity for current and future athletes within our district."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Fionnuala Branagh

Cllr Jim Brennan

Cllr Pete Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Cllr William Clarke

Cllr Laura Devlin

Ms Louise Dillon

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Killian Feehan

Cllr Doire Finn

Cllr Aoife Finnegan

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons
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Cllr Glyn Hanna
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Cllr Roisin Howell

Cllr Tierna Howie

Ms Catherine Hughes

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Mrs Sheila Kieran
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Mr Harry Korkou

Cllr Mickey Larkin
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Cllr Declan McAteer
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Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Cllr Michael Ruane

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Donna Starkey

Nicola Stranney

Sarah Taggart

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward

Cllr Helena Young
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