
November 6th, 2023

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 6th November 2023 at
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre & MS Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 2 October
2023

Action Sheet Council Meeting 2023 10 02.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 2 October 2023
For Approval

Council Minutes 2023 10 02.pdf Page 9

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 25 September
2023
For Approval

Special Council Minutes - 25-09-2023.pdf Page 29

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 9 October 2023
For Approval

Minutes Enterprise Regeneration Tourism Committee  2023 10 09.pdf Page 35

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 12 October 2023
For Approval

Strategy Policy Resources Meeting Minutes 2023 10 12.pdf Page 41

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 16 October 2023
For Approval

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 16 October 2023.pdf Page 48



9.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting
held on 17 October 2023
For Approval

Minutes -Sustainabilty and Environment Minutes 2023.10.17.pdf Page 57

 

10.0  Planning Section

There were no issues arising.

Correspondence

11.0  Response from Department for Infrastructure re: Notice of
Motion C/173/2023 Ballynahinch Bypass
For Information

Correspondence dated 10 October 2023 attached.

STOF-0436-2023 - A24 Ballynahinch Bypass - Notice of Motion - Marie Ward
NMDDC - DDMP Reply 101023.pdf

Page 67

12.0  Response from Department of Agriculture, Environment and
Rural Affairs re: Notice of Motion C/177/2023 Establishment of
an Independent Environmental Protection Agency
For Information

Correspondence dated 11 October 2023 attached.

Letter from the Permanent Secretary_.pdf Page 69

13.0  Response from Department of Health re: Notice of Motion
C/193/2023 Menopause
For Information

Correspondence dated 23 October 2023 attached.

Letter from Dept of Heath re NOM Menopause.pdf Page 70

14.0  Response from Department of Health re: Notice of Motion
C/203/2023 Daisy Hill Hospital
For Information

Correspondence dated 13 October 2023 attached.

Letter from Dept of Health re NOM Daisy Hill Hospital.pdf Page 72



15.0  Response from Warrenpoint Harbour Authority re: Notice of
Motion C/197/2023 Foul Smell from Warrenpoint Port
For Information

Response from Warrenpoint Harbour Authority re NOM Foul Smell from
Warrenpoint Port.msg.pdf

Page 74

Notices of Motion

16.0  Notice of Motion - Open Water Swimming

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Truesdale:

"This Council recognises the increased public interest in open water swimming and the public's strong
desire for an extension of the current bathing season as documented in the DAERA 2022 review of bathing
waters. Unfortunately, DAERA does not carry out water quality testing between September and May due to
current regulations, leaving many swimmers unsure of the risk of bathing during these months. Council
commits to testing the designated bathing sites within its district from September until DAERA testing
begins again in May, and hereafter until a Minister is put in place to make the necessary amendments of
the governing regulations."

17.0  Notice of Motion - Childcare Strategy

Notice of Motion received from Councillor S Murphy:

"This Council recognises that the costs of childcare in the North of Ireland are unaffordable for many and
hard working families are struggling every month to meet these costs; 

That access to childcare in this district is an issue, with providers struggling to meet demands whilst
remaining sustainable and maintaining high standards of care; 

That parents particularly women are being forced out of the workforce leading to a negative impact on the
labour market, skills and wider economic output. 

And that this Council will; 

Write to the Education Department urging them to progress a comprehensive childcare strategy without
delay and call on the DUP to restore the Executive urgently so that parties can work together to make
childcare a priority.  

That NMD Council will commit to delivering 10 new fully registered childminders in the area through their
labour market partnership scheme". 

18.0  Notice of Motion - A1 Prioritisation

Notice of Motion received from Councillor McMurray:

"This Council recognises the urgent need for A1 infrastructure upgrades and the strong public support for



improvements. In order to protect lives on one of our busiest roads, this Council recognises the Phase 2
upgrades as a top priority infrastructure project and requests urgent budget reallocation to support project
delivery. This Council commits to: 

• Writing to the Permanent Secretary of the Department for Infrastructure urging a reprioritisation of the A1,
an inclusion in tier one Infrastructure projects and budget reallocation to achieve Phase 2. 

• Writing to the Executive and Minister for Infrastructure, when the Assembly is restored, to prioritise the A1
and urgently redirect budget to the upgrades. 

• Writing to the Secretary of State, urging prioritisation of the project and to engage with The Department
for Infrastructure to ensure the improvements are a Tier 1 priority". 

19.0  Notice of Motion - Initiative regarding Livestock Worrying

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Clarke:

"This Council notes with concern the increasing prevalence of livestock worrying in the High Mournes;

In response, Council will seek to develop an initiative alongside relevant partners that aims to raise
awareness of the impact that dogs off leads can have on livestock;

Furthermore, Council will roll out a publicity campaign in conjunction with any such initiatives in order to
effectively get the message out to people in the district in relation to this important issue".  

20.0  Notice of Motion - Prostate Cancer Drug in Northern Ireland

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Lee-Surginor:

"This Council expresses serious concern that the latest cancer drug, Abiraterone to tackle Prostate Cancer
isn't being made readily available to Northern Ireland men with early stage tumours, whereas this drug is
more widely available in Scotland and Wales. Prostate Cancer took the lives of 276 men in Northern
Ireland and 519 in the Republic of Ireland last year alone. The STAMPEDE (acronym for "Systemic
Therapy in Advancing or Metastatic Prostate Cancer: Evolution of Drug Efficacy) Trial medical study
concluded that this drug, Abiraterone, when given during early stages could halve the risk of cancer
spreading and significantly reduce the chance of death. This Council writes to the Permanent Secretaries
for the Department for Health and Finance, as well as the Secretary of State for Northern Ireland and calls
for a start date for this urgent and lifesaving change."

21.0  Notice of Motion - Violence in Gaza and Southern Israel

Notice of Motion received from Councillors Byrne & King:

"That this Council condemns the horrifying violence and indiscriminate murder of civilians; expresses its
solidarity with civilians in the region who face the threat of air strikes, rocket attacks, abduction and the
most unthinkable forms of murder every day; calls for an immediate ceasefire; the delivery of humanitarian
aid to provide relief to the civilian population in Gaza; further calls for the immediate and safe release of all



hostages; supports a full International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation of potential war crimes committed;
and calls for full adherence to international humanitarian and human rights law; an international
intervention with leadership brought to bear in securing dialogue, a lasting peace and a long-term solution
that ends this crisis."

22.0  Notice of Motion - Southern Health and Social Care Trust
Smear Test

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Devlin:

"That this Council expresses it's support for the thousands of women who will now have their smear tests
re-checked by the Southern Health and Social Care Trust; further expresses its concerns over the failings
of the Southern Trust; welcomes the introduction of HPV testing in the North; calls for the implementation
of the recommendations of the Royal College of Pathologists report 'We Can End Cervical Cancer'; will
write to the Department of Health to reflect this motion; and request an update on the implementation of the
recommendations within the 'We Can End Cervical Cancer' report."

23.0  Notice of Motion - Bereavement Support

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Howell:

"This Council acknowledges the grief and the trauma associated with the passing of a loved one, the loss
of a family member or a friend can have a profound impact on an individual but in particular on a child or a
young person; Council further acknowledges and commends the great work that schools do in supporting
their pupils in the event of a bereavement but accepts that they are not sufficiently equipped or resourced
to provide the comprehensive level of support that may be required in some circumstances; Council will
write to schools in the District to ascertain their views in relation to the matter in order to gain an
understanding of the resources that are required to deliver the level of support our pupils require in the
event of a bereavement."

24.0  Notice of Motion - Road Safety

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Andrews:

"Noting with concern findings that Newry Mourne and Down District has the highest rate of casualties in
which someone was killed or seriously injured on our roads, this Council will commit to a prioritisation of
Road Safety across the district; will review what funding is made available to the Police Community and
Safety Partnership to consider future provision of Speed Indicator Devices and will undertake a public
messaging campaign throughout the winter advising road users of the importance of road safety and the
responsibility of all road users for Road Safety."



Invitees
Cllr Terry Andrews

Cllr Callum Bowsie

Mr Caolain Boyd

Cllr Jim Brennan

Cllr Pete Byrne

Mr Gerard Byrne

Cllr Philip Campbell

Mr Andrew Cassells

Cllr William Clarke

Mrs Linda Cummins

Cllr Laura Devlin

Ms Louise Dillon

Cllr Cadogan Enright

Cllr Doire Finn

Cllr Aoife Finnegan

Ms Joanne Fleming

Cllr Conor Galbraith

Cllr Mark Gibbons

Cllr Oonagh Hanlon

Cllr Glyn Hanna

Cllr Valerie Harte

Cllr Roisin Howell

Ms Catherine Hughes

Cllr Jonathan Jackson

Cllr Geraldine Kearns

Miss Veronica Keegan

Mrs Josephine Kelly

Cllr Tierna Kelly

Mrs Sheila Kieran

Cllr Cathal King
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Cllr David Lee-Surginor

Cllr Alan Lewis
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Cllr Andrew McMurray
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Mr Colin Moffett

Maureen/Joanne Morgan/Johnston

Cllr Declan Murphy

Sinead Murphy

Cllr Kate Murphy

Cllr Selina Murphy

Cllr Siobhan O'Hare

Mr Andy Patterson

Cllr Áine Quinn

Cllr Henry Reilly

Cllr Michael Rice

Ms Alison Robb

Mr Peter Rooney

Cllr Michael Ruane

Cllr Michael Savage

Cllr Gareth Sharvin

Donna Starkey

Sarah Taggart

Paul Tamati

Cllr David Taylor

Cllr Jarlath Tinnelly

Cllr Jill Truesdale

Mrs Marie Ward
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