
September 1st, 2023

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 4th September
2023 at 6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre & MS Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 7 August
2023

Action Sheet Council Meeting 07.08.2023.pdf Page 1

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 7 August 2023
Council Minutes 07.08.2023.pdf Page 7

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

5.0  Minutes of Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 14 August 2023

Enterprise_Regeneration_and_Tourism_Committee_Minutes_14-08-2023.pdf Page 25

6.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 17 August 2023

Strategy Policy  Resources Meeting Minutes 17-08-2023.pdf Page 36

7.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 21 August 2023

Active and Healthy Communities Minutes 21 August 2023.pdf Page 46

8.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting
held on 22 August 2023

Sustainabilty_and_Environment_Committee_Minutes_2023-08-22.pdf Page 68

 

9.0  Planning Section

There were no issues arising.



Correspondence

10.0  Response from Department of Education re: Notice of Motion
C/133/2023 Study of Languages

Copy response dated 14 August 2023 attached.

Dept of Education - C1332023 - Notice of Motion - Study of Languages.pdf Page 74

11.0  Response from Department of Health re: Notice of Motion
C/158/2023 Young Carers

Copy correspondence dated 24 August 2023 attached.

Dept of Health - C1582023 - Notice of Motion - Young Carers.pdf Page 76

12.0  Response from Home Office re: Notice of Motion C/137/2023
Seasonal Workers

Copy correspondence dated 7 August 2023 attached.

Home Office - C1372023 - Notice of Motion - Seasonal Workers.pdf Page 78

Notices of Motion

13.0  Notice of Motion - Ballynahinch By-Pass

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Andrews:

"Noting that former Minister for Infrastructure, Nichola Mallon had progressed the Ballynahinch By Pass
project to the Direction Order that was made in April 2021 with only funding and a contractor now required;
expressing deep concern that due to the lack of an Executive and budget, the Department has paused
preliminary works on a number of major road schemes, including the much needed Ballynahinch By Pass
and expressing our solidarity with local ratepayers and residents for decades over stop start politics that
have had a major impact on projects such as this by pass. 

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council reaffirms our total support for the Ballynahinch By Pass also
agreeing to write to the Department for Infrastructure to determine firstly why the Ballynahinch By Pass has
been halted when it is so advanced? Secondly what is the criteria for Road Schemes that will be
prioritised?

Also acknowledging the need for political reform to restore the Northern Ireland Assembly and Executive
and calls on the DUP to end its policy of abstentionism and return to Stormont to deliver the best outcomes
for ALL the people of Northern Ireland."

14.0  Notice of Motion - Warrenpoint Baths

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Ruane:



"That this Council regrets that Warrenpoint Baths continues to fall into a state of disrepair and has now
become an eyesore on what is one of the most scenic views in Ireland. Welcomes the effort made by
Council and local Councillors, who worked hard to ensure planning permission for the redevelopment of
Warrenpoint Baths was retained in 2022. Expresses its disappointment that a recent funding application to
the British Government's Levelling Up Fund to redevelop the Baths site was unsuccessful. Recognises the
construction of Narrow Water Bridge is due to commence in early Summer 2024, and with it will come
increased tourism and economic opportunities for the wider Warrenpoint and South Down region. 

Further agrees that a viable and innovative project like Warrenpoint Baths will complement the much-
anticipated Narrow Water Bridge. This will help to increase tourist numbers to Warrenpoint and drive the
local economy.

Agrees that Newry Mourne and Down Council should make the redevelopment of Warrenpoint Baths a
flagship Council project in the new term. Commits to actively seeking alternative funding for the project
through avenues such as the Irish Government’s Shared Island Fund.”

15.0  Notice of Motion - Disabled Users Forum

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Clarke:

“That this Council recognises the importance of ensuring that the district's tourist attractions, services and
products are fully accessible for all.

Will establish a disabled users forum to proactively engage with local residents & organisations who
experience accessibility issues in the district to hear first hand how they experience council facilities and
local attractions.

All Council facilities and promotional material will clearly display a list of local changing places and
accessible facilities in the district.

All Council employees will be made aware of changing places, units and accessible features within council
facilities.

Furthermore when an event is applied for that it includes the use of portable toilet facilities a mobile
changing places unit must be provided also”. 

16.0  Notice of Motion - Restocking of Quoile River

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Enright:

“Council recognises the importance of Coarse Fishing at the Quoile River and its positive impact on
tourism, local economy, health, wellbeing and sports. Council recognises concerns of local angling and
conservation groups over the diversity and quantity of the fish stock in the Quoile and the decline of native
species. Council will request DAERA to restock the Quoile, prioritising a population increase for Pike,
Roach, Rudd and Bream to a sustainable level”.  



17.0  Notice of Motion - Recent blooms of Algae - Establishment of
an Independent Environmental Protection Agency

Notice of Motion received from Councillor McMurray:

“This Council is concerned by the recent blooms of blue-green algae in our waters; notes the detrimental
impact these blooms have had on local businesses; asks the Department of Agricultural, Environment and
Rural Affairs to swiftly convene a cross party meeting between affected Council areas to discuss the issue
& to develop an action plan to address it; and calls for the establishment of an independent Environmental
Protection Agency in line with New Decade, New Approach commitments”. 

18.0  Notice of Motion - Scheme for Medical Hair Loss

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Finnegan:

“This Council calls on the Department of Health to investigate the possibility of replicating the PRSI
scheme in the South for those suffering from medical hair loss here in the north.

While the Council does acknowledge the immense financial pressure facing public services, including our
health service, brought about by a decade of savage tory austerity, it also recognises the devastating
impact that medical hair loss can have on a persons confidence, mental health and overall quality of life
and believes that people living in the north should have access to the same dignity and quality of care that
is offered to those in the South so that they can live their lives comfortably and confidently. 

Therefore, this council will write to the Department of Health and urge them to look into the possibility of
introducing this scheme for people in the north and also calls on the DUP to end their boycott of the
Assembly and Executive which is exacerbating the current pressure on our public services, including our
vital Health service”. 

19.0  Notice of Motion - Funding Sub Committee

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Savage:

“Council recognises the challenges in securing funding for landmark capital and community projects across
the district and agrees to establish a Standing Sub-Committee of Council Officers and nominated
Councillors tasked with overseeing the identification of funding streams relevant to Council capital and
community projects and the timely delivery of funding applications.

The Sub-Committee will meet monthly and report to the Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee which
will agree the Terms of Reference of the Standing Sub-Committee in October 2023 for approval at the
November 2023 Full Council Meeting”. 
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