
March 6th, 2023

Notice Of Meeting

You are requested to attend the Council meeting to be held on Monday, 6th March 2023 at 
6:00 pm in  Mourne Room, Downshire Civic Centre & MS Teams.



Agenda

1.0  Apologies and Chairperson's Remarks
Action Sheet Council Meeting 06-02-2023.pdf Page 1

2.0  Declarations of Interest

3.0  Action Sheet arising from Council Meeting held on 6 February
2023

Council Minutes For Adoption and Signing

4.0  Minutes of Council Meeting held on 6 February 2023
Council Minutes-06.02.2023.pdf Page 7

5.0  Minutes of Special Council Meeting held on 30 January 2023
Special Council Minutes -  30-01-2023.pdf Page 26

Committee Minutes for Consideration and Adoption 

6.0  Minutes of Enterprise, Regeneration and Tourism Committee
Meeting held on 13 February 2023

ERT Minutes 13 February 2023.pdf Page 30

7.0  Minutes of Strategy, Policy and Resources Committee Meeting
held on 16 February 2023

SPR Committee Minutes 16-02-2023.pdf Page 41

8.0  Minutes of Active and Healthy Communities Committee
Meeting held on 20 February 2023

AHC Committee Minutes 20 February 2023.pdf Page 49

9.0  Minutes of Special Sustainability and Environment Committee
Meeting held on 01 February 2023

Sp. Sustainability and Environment Committee Minutes - 01-02-2023.pdf Page 58

10.0  Minutes of Sustainability and Environment Committee Meeting



held on 22 February 2023
SE Committee Minutes - 22-02-2023.pdf Page 60

 

11.0  Planning Section -  Local Development Plan

LDP: Progress Report - Quarterly Update attached 

Extract Planning Minutes 08.02.2023.pdf Page 67

Correspondence

12.0  Northern Ireland Housing Council Minutes & Housing Bulletin
Housing Council Minutes - 12th January 2023.pdf Page 68

Members Bulletin - 9 February 2023.pdf Page 83

13.0  Response from Ards & North Down Borough Council re NOM:
C/207/2022 - Workers Legal Rights to Tips

Letter dated 8 February 2023 attached 

Response from Ards & N Down re NOM C.207.2022 - - Workers legal rights to
tips.pdf

Page 85

14.0  Response from Secretary of State N.I. re NOM: Electronic
Travel Authorisation  - ref. C/184/2022 & C/014/2023

Letter dated 9 February 2023 attached

Response from Sec of State NI re C.184.2022 & C.014.2023.pdf Page 86

15.0  Response from Minister of State for Energy & Climate re
Emergency  NOM C/209/2022

Letter dated 3 February 2023 attached

Response from Minister of State Energy & Climate re NOM C.209.2022.pdf Page 88

16.0  Response from Catherine Martin TD re NOM: C/185/2022 &



C/020/2023 - Inclusion of Counties Armagh and Down in the
Ireland's Ancient East Tourism Experience Brand

Letter dated 21 February 2023 attached

Response from Catherine Martin TD re NOM C.185.2022 & C.020.2023.pdf Page 89

C.185.2022 and C.020.2023 Letter to Irish Tourism Minister.pdf Page 90

17.0  Letter from DfC re 'Rates Support Grant Allocation' with
Appendix Letter to Five Main Party Leaders

Letter dated 8 February 2023 & Appendix letter dated 23 January 2023 attached

Letter from DfC re Rate Support Grant Allocation.pdf Page 92

Appendix -Letter to All Party Leaders re Rates Support Grant.pdf Page 93

18.0  Response from Department for Economy re NOM: C/051/2023 -
Northern Ireland Electricity Suppliers

Letter dated 1 March 2023 attached

Response from DfE re NOM C.051.2023 - NI Electricity Suppliers.pdf Page 95

19.0  Letter from DfI re. Watson's Road, Newry

Letter dated 26 January 2023 and Appendix attached

Letter from DfI re Proposed Stopping-Up of Watsons Road, Newry.pdf Page 96

App. 1 -  Stopping Up Plan - Watsons Road Newry.pdf Page 98

Notices of Motion

20.0  Notice of Motion - Inclusive and Accessible Leisure Facilities

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Sharvin:

"Newry, Mourne and Down District Council reaffirms its commitment to ensuring
all leisure facilities are inclusive and accessible for everyone in our community. 

The Council recognises that we can do so much more for people with a disability,
such as autism, and will undertake a review engaging with service users, Autism
network providers and Disability Sports NI.



The review should include the provision of training needs to all council staff both
front of house, support staff and the aquatics team to provide inclusive 1:1 swim
sessions for users with disabilities".

21.0  Notice of Motion - Voting Age Reduction

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Andrews:

"Newry Mourne and Down District Council calls for the voting age of 18 to be
reduced to 16 and if this motion is adopted seeks the support of the remaining
councils in Northern Ireland to write to the Secretary of State calling him to amend
the necessary legislation to enable 16 year old and upwards to vote".

22.0  Notice of Motion - Invest NI

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Hanlon:

"That this Council notes the recent publication of the Department of Economy’s
review into Invest NI;

Welcomes that the need for profound change within the organisation has been
recognised;

Notes with concern that Invest NI has not proactively promoted the benefits and
opportunities of the Protocol for businesses, which given our councils geographic
position represents missed opportunities;

And calls on Council to work collaboratively with Invest NI to put a focus on:

Promoting a balanced regional economy;
Boosting productivity;
Targeting support to local small and medium businesses; 
Bringing new and good quality jobs to our district; 
Future proofing our local economy and investing in green jobs;
Unlocking the potential of our towns 

23.0  Notice of Motion - Funding

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Tinnelly:



"This Council welcomes the commitment from DfC, DAERA & DfI to help fund the
4 proposed Environmental Improvements schemes in Rostrevor, Bessbrook,
Saintfield & Castlewellan that are currently being developed. This council also
recognises that notwithstanding the recent welcome additional funding offer to
offset inflationary construction costs, council’s contribution to the overall cost of
these projects may also need to be increased to take account of other unforeseen
factors and to accurately reflect the outworking’s of the public engagement
process. To that end, council officers will now bring forward a paper at the earliest
opportunity with a revised budget requirement, to be considered by council as a
contingency measure to cover any potential funding shortfall, in order that the EI
schemes to be delivered in each of these 4 locations fully reflect the views and
expectations of the local communities as per the public engagement process".

  

  

  

             

  

  

  

  

24.0  Notice of Motion - Prostate Cancer

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Gallagher:

"Prostate cancer is the second most common cancer in men in Northern Ireland.
Prostate cancer usually develops slowly, so there may be no signs you have it for
many years. Most cases develop in men aged 50 or older. I call on Newry Mourne
and Down Council to proactively engage with the department of health to provide
advice and sign post people on the symptoms of prostate cancer. This will result in
the utilising the council’s facilities and social media to promote the signs and



symptoms of prostate cancer.

This Council write to the Department of Health to increase their own promotional
campaign on Prostate Cancer ".

25.0  Notice of Motion - Domiciliary Care

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Trainor:

“This Council recognises the importance of Domiciliary Care in ensuring people
can be cared for in the comfort of the home environment. Will write to the South
Eastern and Southern Health and Social Care Trust’s calling for them to review
their current models for providing these services and to increase the percentage of
Care Packages delivered by the Trust’s. Further calls for an urgent review into
Domiciliary Care and how it is delivered across the North given the lack of
capacity both in the Public and Private sectors.”

26.0  Notice of Motion - Mourne Mountain Rescue Team

Notice of Motion received from Councillor McMurray:

‘The Mourne Mountain Rescue Team provide an invaluable, indeed lifesaving,
service to the High Mournes, Slieve Croob and Slieve Gullion areas which lie
within our Council District. The MMRT have expressed concern that their practical
effectiveness and financial resources could be reduced due to the name change
of a rescue team from the other end of the province. In order to mitigate against
this, it shall be agreed that this Council, by endorsing this motion, both shows full
public support for the MMRT as well as liaising with the team in order to establish
what practical help and support can be given as they seek to secure their position
via the Charity Commission.’ 

27.0  Notice of Motion - MOU – DFI Roads, Roads and Footpaths
Maintenance During Cold Snaps

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Clarke:

“That this Council notes recent cold snaps which left many roads and footpaths in
the district impassable, accepts the logistical challenges facing the workers with
responsibility for gritting and maintaining roads and commends them for their



efforts; Recognises the resource implication and the operational impact that such
periods of colder weather can have on road services; And Calls on Council to
engage with DFI Roads as per the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) which
will ensure our roads and footpaths are maintained during cold snaps and the
public are kept safe”.

28.0  Notice of Motion - Rebellion Anniversaries

Notice of Motion received from Councillor Brennan

"Council notes that this year will see a number of historically significant local
anniversaries, including the 225th anniversary of the 1798 United Irish rebellion;
and the 220th anniversary of the execution of Thomas Russell in Downpatrick in
1803  Council recognises the significance of the 1798 rebellion to this district, in
particular the battles at Ballynahinch and Saintfield as well as the execution of a
founding leader of the United Irishmen, Thomas Russell, at Downpatrick
Gaol;  Council further recognises the unique and invaluable opportunities which
exist to mark these events as key moments in our local shared history;  Calls on
Council to engage with all interested schools/community groups/historical
societies with the objective of launching a series of events and initiatives that
suitably mark these significant anniversaries".

  

29.0  Notice of Motion - Vaping and E Cigarette Retailers

The following Motion was received from Councillor Rice:

"This Council notes the increasing prevalence of vaping and e-cigarette retailers
opening throughout the district;

Further notes that in recent times there has been an increasing number of
complaints from concerned parents, regarding the sale of vape products to
underage children;

Commends the work of council officials in monitoring the situation and intervening
where possible;



Further calls on the relevant licensing body to proactively inform all vape & e-
cigarette shop owners of the potential repercussions for selling their products to
underage children". 
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