January 15th, 2016

Notice Of Meeting

You are invited to attend the Active and Healthy Communities Committee meeting to be held on
Monday, 18th January 2016 at 6:00 pm in Commedagh Room, Downshire Civic Centre,
Downpatrick.

Chair: Clir L Kimmins
Vice: Clir L Devlin
Members: Cllr S Burns ClIr M Carr

Cllr S Doran Clir C Enright
ClIr G Fitzpatrick ClIr V Harte
Cllr H Harvey CllIr D Hyland
Clir K Loughran Clir B O’'Muiri
Cllr D Taylor ClIr G Sharvin

Cllr W Walker
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Supply and Investment

4. Do you agree that the private rented sector should play a role in bridging the identified
shortage in housing supply?

xD Yes
D No

Please provide your reasons

Given the current level of provision of social housing there is no short term
alternative to meeting the prevalent need.

The provision of such housing does need to be adequately policed.

5. Would it be appropriate for Government to incentivise growth and investment in the
private rented sector?

xD Yes
D No

Please provide your reasons

As above

3|Page
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Housing and Tenancy Management

6. The Department should consider making changes to the Landlord Registration Scheme.
Do you agree?

xD Yes
D No

Please provide your reasons

The Council would like the introduction of mandatory licensing for all tenancies. This
would ensure that all tenants in the private rented sector would be guaranteed of a
uniform standard of repairs and tenancy management.

In the interim, the Council would request that the information held by the landlord
registrar can be used for all parts of the Private Tenancies Order and other Council
enforcement activities.

Also the issue of landlords who live outside the jurisdiction is still a concern for
Councils, as registrations for these addresses are being accepted by the system.
Landlords appear to be able to override the system which allows them to submit
incorrect details including postcodes which can often make a landlord search
extremely difficult. The system should ensure that the addresses can be verified and
not manually changed.

7. The Department should consider making changes to the Tenancy Deposit Scheme. Do
you agree?

x[] Yes

DNO

Please provide your reasons

The offence of failing to secure a deposit requires a technical amendment to remove
the 6 month time barred limit.

In the event of non-payment of a fixed penalty, the legislation should state that the

5|Page
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Report to: Active and Healthy Communities

Subject: Discussion Document on Climate Change Legislation
Date: 18 January 2016

Reporting Officer: Michael Lipsett

Contact Officer: Eoin Devlin

Decisions Required
Members are asked to note the contents of the report, and consider and agree to:

« Approve the attached consultation response

1.0 Purpose & Background

In March 2013, the Department of the Environment issued a pre-
consultation paper seeking views on the need for Northern Ireland
climate change legislation. The paper invited comment on the value of
an overall Bill in the context of its potential elements including a
statutory target (or targets) to reduce greenhouse gas emissions; the
creation of a new independent climate change commitiee; and the
introduction of new statutory duties on public authorities to promote and
report actions to reduce emissions and on their adaptation measures.
The responses to the pre-consultation document represented a wide
spectrum of arganisations and individuals which showed a broad
support for climate change legislation specific to the North. However,
concerns were also raised including the robustness of the data which
might be used to set a target in legislation and the possible adverse
impacts on our economy.

The purpose of this discussion paper is to update stakeholders and the
public on developments since the 2013 pre-consultation exercise
seeking views on the need for climate change legislation here and to
provide the Department’s current thinking on a future Northemn Ireland
Climate Change Bill. The paper

provides a background to the climate change debate;

gives an overview of the outcome and concerns raised as part of the
pre-consultation exercise;
7 gives an overview of the progress and developments since the pre-
consultation exercise;

presents the latest rationale and policy proposals for Northern Ireland
climate change legislation; and
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Consultation Response to the Department of the Environment Discussion
Document ‘Proposals for Taking Forward NI Climate Change Legislation’

Newry, Mourne and Down District Council welcome the proposal to introduce specific
legislation to Northern Ireland to address the local contribution to the efforts to
minimise the adverse effects of climate change.

Wae agres that Northern Ireland’s particular location offers unique opportunities for the
development of green technology and that the agricultural, power-generation and
industrial bases differ from other UK ragions and thersfore that any local climate
change legislation should take account of these factors. However, we also agree that
in a global climate system. international, European Union and UK and Ireland policy
frameworks must be taken into account so that any legislation brought forward is
comparable, equitable and robust in seeking to reduce the adverse efiects of climate
change.

The following responses are provided to the specific proposals stated within the
discussion document:

1. Make provisions for a long term target to reduce greenhouse gas emissions;

The Council supports the usa of a long-term target to provide cerainty 1o
stakeholders about the transition af Narthemn Ireland to a low carbon economy. Whilst
we agree that the target should be ambitious and aim to make the region a world
leader in carbon reduction, any targets must have regard to the global policy
framework to achieve reductions.

2. Make provisions for interim targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions;

The Council agrees with the use of interim targels to evaluale progress lowards the
lang-term target but also as a means of determining the economic impact of climate
change proposals.

3. Place a duty to sel limits in carbon budgets on the total amount of
greenhouse gas emissions that can be emitted in Northern Ireland.

The Council supports the systam of carbon budgsting but to be as meaningful as
possible this must take into account nat only emissions, but also the existing carbon
sinks within the environment and how they make an important contribution to carbon
reduction,

4, Provide powers to request specified public bodies to report on their
transition towards a low carbon economy and their plans to adapt to the effects
of climate change.

The Council acts as a civic leader and as such supports the mechanism wharaby
public bodies shall report on carbon reduction and adaptation matters,

5. Contain provisions to establish a Northern lreland Committee on Climate
Change or to designate an existing body to exercise advisory functions should
it be decided that this is appropriate.
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