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Decisions Required 
Members are asked to note the contents of the report outlining a current overview of Newry, 
Mourne and Down District Council proposed activities during 2016 in relation to the Decade of 
Centenaries 2016 (Easter Rising and Somme). 
 

1.0 Purpose & Background 
1.1 This is a developing programme which has been discussed and considered by the 

Councillors’ Equality and Good Relations Reference Group.  
 
The current programme of activity scheduled during 2016 in relation to the Decade of 
Centenaries 2016 (Easter Rising and Somme) is as follows:   
  
1. Drama  

o ‘1916 A Hundred Years On’, a play by Philip Orr   
o 19 January 2016, Sean Hollywood Arts Centre 
 

2. Schools initiative  
o 2 interactive digital design and digital audio workshops looking at the Easter 

Rising and Somme.   
o February 2016  
o involving 100 schoolchildren  
o delivered by the Nerve Centre’s Creative Centenaries initiative 
 

3. Conference    
o ‘Exploring  the 1916 Rising' 
o Friday 29 April 2016, Down County Museum 
 

4.  Courses 
o ‘The 1916 Rising’  

Agenda Item: Decade of Centenaries Programme - 2016 
 

Report to: 
 

Strategic Planning and Resources Committee 
 

Subject: 
 

Decade of Centenaries Programme – 2016 
 

Date: 
 

17 December 2015 

Reporting Officer: Liam Hannaway, Chief Executive 
 

Contact Officer(s): Liam Hannaway, Chief Executive  
Colin Moffett, Equality Officer 
Sonya Burns, Programmes Manager 
Suzanne Rice, DEA Co-ordinator  
Noreen Cunningham, Newry and Mourne Museum 
Mike King, Down County Museum 



 short course looking at the main drivers and driving forces that lay behind 
the 1916 Easter Rising.  

 18 – 22 April 2016, Newry and Mourne Museum, Bagenals Castle 
 

o ‘The Commemoration of Centenaries’ 
 short course looking specifically at Working Lives of people in Ireland 100 

years ago; Battle of the Somme; Easter Rising; the lives of Women; Trade 
Unions. 

  22-26 February 2016, Newry and Mourne Museum, Bagenals Castle 
 

o ‘History of Ireland: OCN Level 1/2 Home Rule to Partition in Ireland 1886-1922’ 
 7-11 March 2016 

 
5. Exhibitions  

o '1916 and After'  
 18 April - 1 May 2016, Down County Museum 
 18 – 22 April 2016, Newry and Mourne Museum, Bagenals Castle 

 
o 'Answer the Call'  

 recruitment posters exhibition (on loan from NMNI)  
 11 May - 30 October 2016, Down County Museum 

 
o Lives and achievements of local women  

 June 2016 – May 2017, Newry and Mourne Museum, Bagenals Castle.   
 Themes explored will include local women who served as nurses in the 

First World War, women in business, women in politics and women at 
home  

 
6. Event / lecture  

o 'Remembering the Somme'  
o 24 June 2016, Down County Museum 

  
7. Grant Scheme  

o Decade of Centenaries 2016 
o Funding of £40,000 set aside for initiatives taking place during period 1 March 

2016 - 31 March 2017.  
 

2.0 Key Issues 
2.1 As noted this is an emerging and developing programme for noting by Council.  An updated 

report providing greater detail will be provided at the Strategic Planning and Resources 
Committee Meeting on 14 January 2016. 

 
3.0 Financial & Resource Implications 
3.1 The current Programme outlined within the report will be resourced through the Council’s 

Good Relations Action Plan, Museum programming budgets and, in relation to the grant 
scheme, monies allocated and agreed to be allocated during the 2015/16 (£20,000) and 
2016/17 (£20,000) financial years.  



 

4.0 Equality & Good Relations Implications 
4.1 The Council programme will be delivered taking account of the Council’s statutory duties to 

have due regard towards the promotion of equality of opportunity and regard towards the 
promotion of good relations. 
 

5.0 Appendices 

 

N/A 
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